PS COMMITTEE #2
October 18,2010

MEMORANDUM
October 14, 2010
TO: Public Safety Committee
FROM: Susan J. Farag, Legislative Analyst [&V

SUBJECT:  Executive Regulation No. 10-10, Anti-Cruelty Conditions for Dogs

Those expected for this worksession:

Capt. Michael Wahl, Director of Animal Services
Paul Hibler, Deputy Director of Animal Services
Ed Piesen, Office of Management and Budget

SUMMARY OF OCTOBER 4 PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE MEETING

The Committee first met on October 4, 2010 to consider the proposed regulation that
places additional limits on dog tethering, prohibits any tethering of cats, and makes other
changes to outdoor shelter requirements for dogs. The Committee heard from Executive staff as
well as animal rights advocate Susan Rush about the issues of enforcement as well as the impact
tethering can have on dogs.

While the Committee members agreed that extended periods of chaining dogs led to
aggressive and dangerous behavior, and therefore posed a public safety risk to the community,
the members also expressed concern that the proposed regulation was too restrictive on
responsible dog owners. The Committee asked for additional information for further
consideration, including information on tethering dogs while fenced, the use of swivels and their
effect on minimizing entanglement and possible injury, and asked Council staff to outline several
alternatives. The Committee did not have any objections to the other proposed changes to the
regulation, which include specifying the size of outdoor enclosures and pens, the need for shade



and fresh water to be made available to outdoor dogs at all times, and ensuring a sufficient
quantity of bedding for outdoor dog houses.

How OTHER JURISDICTIONS REGULATE DOG TETHERING
States:

According to an animal advocate website, six states currently ban or significantly restrict
dog tethering, including California, Connecticut, Nevada, Texas, Virginia, and West Virginia.
These regulations are included on © 33-35.

California bans tethering to a stationary object, but permits the use of a running line,
pulley, or trolley system. Limited exceptions are made, which permit dog tethering for things
like camping or to allow a person to complete a temporary task that requires the dog to be
restrained, as long as it is for a “reasonable period.”

Connecticut bans tethering and confining a dog for an “unreasonable period of time.” It
does not specify how long is considered reasonable.

Nevada limits tethering to 14 hours per day and specifies other conditions that must be
met, such as type of collar used, length of tether, and the appropriateness of pen size.

Texas prohibits leaving a dog tethered outside and unattended between 10pm and 6am. It
also specifies criteria for collar type, length of tether, and total prohibitions during certain
extreme weather conditions.

Virginia permits tethering, but requires that the dog have “adequate space” that is
appropriate to the age and size of the dog.

West Virginia prohibits “cruelly chain[ing] any animal.”
Cities and Counties:

Broadly speaking, dog tethering ordinances in cities and counties fall into three
categories:

e Total prohibitions;
* Time limitations on tethering; and
e Conditional tethering (including trolleys).

According to “Unchain Your Dog,” 25 towns, cities, and counties currently prohibit dog
tethering.  These range from small towns like Maumelle, Arkansas to large cities like Miami,
Florida. Most of these laws are outright bans, but some provide for some exceptions. Most of
these exceptions require the owner or responsible party to be present with the dogs at all times.



Sixty-three towns, cities, and counties currently limit dog tethering with time constraints.
Many of these prohibit tethering overnight. Others limit tethering to a specific block of time
during any given 24 hour period. These time periods range from 12 hours in Kern County,
California to 15 minutes in Ft. Lauderdale, Florida. Some limits are condition-related rather then
time-specific, such as “not for more time than is necessary for the dog owner or custodian to
complete a temporary task that requires the dog to be physically restrained for a reasonable
period” in Los Angeles, California and merely “some relief from chaining” in Overland Park,
Kansas.  Below are some examples of the time limits that different jurisdictions set on dog
tethering:

Carroll County, MD 12 hours
Frederick County, MD 10 hours
Ft. Lauderdale, Florida 15 minutes
Oakland Park, Florida 15 minutes
Albuquerque, NM 1 hour
Denver, Colorado 1 hour
Dania Beach, Florida 1 hour
Dodge City, Kansas 1 hour

Lawrence, Kansas

1 hour at a time, with 3
hour breaks

Topeka, Kansas

1 hour at a time, and no
more than 3 hours total

Camden, NJ

2 hours

Leavenworth, Kansas 2 hours
Marion, Indiana 3 hours
Virginia Beach, VA 3 hours

East Longmeadow, Mass.

6 hours, no tethering
between 1 1pm and 6am

Austin, TX 8 hours

Red Lake Falls, MN 10 hours
DeKalb County, Georgia 12 hours
Bloomington, Indiana 12 hours

Overland Park, Kansas

Some relief from chaining

Thirty-two jurisdictions permit tethering if other conditions are met.

These conditions

include sufficient space and shelter, fresh water, shade, length of tether, appropriate types of
collars, swivels, and trolleys. Many of these jurisdictions require either the use of trolleys or
swivels on the tether.

SWIVELS

Many jurisdictions specify that dog tethers must include at least one swivel on the line to
help minimize entanglement. Some require swivels on each end. Others just require that the
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tether be “tangle free.” In Maryland, both the Carroll County and Frederick County regulations
require swivels at both ends. :

CONCURRENT USE OF TETHERS AND FENCING

Councilmember Berliner expressed concern about dog owners who tether their dogs
long-term within a fenced area. Susan Rich, an animal welfare advocate, testified that many dog
owners do this because dogs may jump the fence or dig. Council staff could not find any state or
local laws or regulations that ban this practice. When local regulations address fencing at all, it
is generally in an “either/or” context with respect to tethering.

DIscussioN ISSUES

Committee members expressed concern at the last meeting that the proposed changes to
the current dog tethering regulation were too restrictive, since a dog owner must be outside and
within visual range of the tethered dog at all times. Council staff has outlined several proposals
to further limit dog tethering while still permitting responsible pet owners the flexibility of
securing their dogs as necessary.

Proposal 1: The Executive’s current regulation would require the dog’s owner or other
responsibility party to be outdoors with the dog and within visual range of the dog (© 11). The
Committee could recommend changing this provision to instead require the dog owner or other
responsible party to be at home and monitoring the dog. ~ This change would prevent dog
owners from tethering their dog outdoors and then going to work or otherwise leaving the dog
alone, but it would allow dog owners the flexibility of tethering their dog outdoors for limited
periods of time when necessary. If the Committee decides to accept this change, other tethering
conditions that are being repealed should remain, including the bans on tethering overnight and
during a weather emergency (© 12).

If the Committee chooses this proposal, Council Staff advises that enforcing this type of
ban would be easier if the overnight ban is extended. Currently, tethering is prohibited between
10pm and 6am. Council staff recommends the ban be extended to 8pm to 8am.

In addition, Council staff recommends requiring swivels at both ends of the tether to
further reduce the risk that a dog is entangled.

Proposal 2: The Committee could choose to a time limit on tethering within any 24 hour
period rather than require the dog owner to be outside and within visual range of the dog. As
outlined above, other jurisdictions have similar limits, ranging from 15 minutes to 12 hours.
Among Maryland counties with such limits, Carroll County limits tethering to 12 hours, and
Frederick County limits it to 10 hours.  Such long time periods, however, are difficult to
enforce because an animal control officer would have to monitor a dog for 10-12 hours before
being able to take action. If the Committee chooses this option, Council staff recommends that
the time limit be between 15 minutes and two hours, and that other tethering conditions should



remain, including the ban on tethering during a weather emergency. Council staff also

recommends requiring swivels at both ends of the tether.

Proposal 3: The Committee could recommend approval of the proposed regulation as is,
with an added exception to the tethering ban. On © 13, the regulations outline two exceptions to

the tethering restrictions, specifying that nothing prohibits:

“A. a regimen of restraint that the Director has approved for a particular training
or working dog purpose; or

B. the temporary tethering of a dog incidental to its veterinary care and/or
grooming, in accordance with professionally accepted standards.”

The Committee could add, “C. the temporary tethering of a dog for no more time
than is necessary for the dog owner or responsible party to complete a temporary
task that requires the dog to be physically restrained for a reasonable period.”

This language is similar to that used in Los Angeles, California. It would permit the owner to
briefly go inside or out of visual range of the dog to complete a task, such as doing laundry or

answering the door.

This packet contains: circle #

Transmittal memorandum

Fiscal Impact Statement

Regulation 10-10, clean copy

Regulation 10-10, bracketed and underlined

Written Comments Received From Animal Welfare Organizations
Written Comments Received from Animal Matters Hearing Board
Humane Society Flyer on Different Types of Chaining Ordinances
Baltimore County Code: Dog Tethering

Frederick County Code: Dog Tethering

Howard County Code: Dog Tethering

Prince George’s County Code: Dog Tethering

“Unchain Your Dog” Listing of State and Local Dog Tethering Regulations
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September 23, 2010

Nancy Floreen, President

Isiah Leggett, County Executive

Executive Regulation 10-10, Anti-Cruelty Conditions for Dogs METHD 2.

I am forwarding for Council approval Executive Regulation 10-10, Anti-Cruelty

Conditions for Dogs. The proposed regulation is necessary to better protect the welfare of dogs
by ensuring 1) that someone is present when a dog is tethered, 2) that a dog has adequate space

when kept in a pen, and 3) that a dog has adequate shelter to protect it froin the elements during
overnight hours.

Executive Regulation 10-10, Anti-Cruelty Condmons for Dogs was advertised in

the July issue of the Montgomery County Register. The Department of Police received written
comments from the Humane Society of the United States, the Montgomery County Humane
Society, and the Montgomery County Animal Matters Hearing Board. All of the comments

received were n support of the proposed changes to the regulation.
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OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET

Isiah Leggett Joseph F. Beach
County Executive ’ Director

MEMORANDUM

Septemﬁer 16, 2010

TO: - Joseph F. Beach, Director, Office of Management and Budget
V1A: Alex EspinoMgement and Budget Manager

VIA:- Tothuff,Management:;nd.Budget.Specialigg
FROM: Ed Piesen, Senior Management and Budget Spe xst@fﬁ-Q
SUBJECT: Executive Regulation 10-10, Anti-Cruelty Conditions for Dogs

REGULATION SUMMARY

;I'he proposed amendments are necessary to better protect the welfare of dogs by ensuring
1) that someone is present when a dog is tethered, 2) that a dog has adequate space when kept in a pen,
and 3) that a dog has adequate shelter to protect it from the elements during overnight hours.

1. Tethering: The proposed changes regarding tethering are a result of discussions and a
recomendation from the Director of Antmal Cruelty issues at the Humane Society of the United States
(HISUS). Studies have linked excessive tethering to aggressive behavior in dogs, which is a public safety
issue. The current position of HSUS and other animal welfare organizations is to ban or severely restrict
tethering nationwide. In addition, the current regulations (2002) are found to be very difficult for the
animal owner to comply with as they require tethering in such a manner that the tether can not become
entangled on the tether itself or some other object. Repeatedly, chains have become entangled on fence
posts, trees, deck posts, stakes, the dog house etc. When this happens, the dog is at risk of serious injury
as a result of being in direct sunlight (summer), snow/freezing temperatures (winter), unable to reach
food/water, unable to reach shelter (if provided). The proposed changes will ensure the owner or other
responsible party is present with the animal when tethered to monitor the animal and eliminate these risks.
In 2009 116 calls for service involved complaints directly related to tethering violations. Many others
were discovered and addressed by officers responding to a different animal complaint.

2. Pen Size: State law related to cruelty and neglect requires an owner to provide proper space for an
animal but does not specify further. The proposed size requirements in this regulation are smaller than
recommended by some animal welfare organizations but are consistent with those in other area
jurisdictions and almost identical to legislation in Frederick County, Maryland. It is also important to
ensure that if tethering is restricted a proper alternative is available.

)

Office of the Director

101 Moanroe Street, 14th Floor - Rockville, Maryland 20850 » 240-777-2800



Joseph F. Beach
September 16, 2010
Page 2

3. Shelter: Current regulation requires a dog be provided with suitable shelter, as protection from the
weather, when the owner is absent from the property. Weather can change quickly and dramatically (rain,
thunderstorms, snow, temperature increases and decreases) and presumably a person present on the
property would be able to address and alleviate these issues. A similar situation occurs overnight when
the owner may be present on the property, but asleep, and unable to address these same weather issues.
Requiring that shelter be provided for animals outdoors overnight would provide for the animals welfare
and possibly eliminate noise issues generated by an animal in distress.

FISCAL SUMMARY

The propésed regulation updates the existing specifications and requirements and do not
= ---~—require-additional resources-to implement—No additional personnel-will-be-required to-enforce these

amended regulations and there will be no need to extend operating hours. Therefore, the proposed
amendmeénts have no fiscal or economic impact on the County.

The following contribut;ed to and concurred with this analysié: Captain Michael Wahl,
Director, Animal Services Division, and Paul Hibler, Deputy Director, Animal Services Division,
Department of Police, Mike Coveyou, Department of Finance, and Ed Piesen, Office of Management and
Budget.

EP:ep

c: Kathleen Boucher, Assistant Chief Administrative Officer
I. Thomas Manger, Chief of Police
Captain Michael Wahl, Department of Police
Mike Coveyou, Department of Finance
John Cuff, Office of Management and Budget
Ed Piesen, Office of Management and Budget

. OMB REVIEW
' Fiscal Impact Statement approved

@F. Be@ch, OMB Director

Fiscal Impact Statement not approved, OMB will contact department to remedy.

©



MONTGOMERY COUNTY
EXECUTIVE REGULATION

Offices of the County Exacutive » 101 Monroe Street » Rockville, Maryland 20850

Subject ] . Number
ANTI-CRUELTY CONDITIONS FOR DOGS 10-10.
Originating Department Effective Date

MONTGOMERY COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF POL[CE

Montgomery County Regulation on
ANTI-CRUELTY CONDITIONS FOR DOGS
DEPARTMENT OF POLICE, ANIMAL SERVICES DIVISION
Issued by: County Executive
Regulation No.
COMCOR
- -Authority: Montgomery County Code, 2005, asamended
Section 5-201
Supersedes: 5-01
Council Review: Method 2, under Code Section 5-103 and 5-201
Register Vol. 27 No. 7 :
Comment Deadline: July 31, 2010
Effective Date:
Sunset Date: None

SUMMARY: County Code Section 5-201(b) permits the establishment of regulations to interpret and
implerent State anti-cruelty laws in the County.
ADDRESS: Director, Animal Services Division

14645 Rothgeb Drive

Rockville, Maryland 20850

STAFF CONTACT: Captain Michael Wahl, Commander
: Telephone (240) 773-5928

BACKGROUND:  The proposed regulation interprets State anti-cruelty laws by regulating how dogs are to

. be transported in open bed vehicles, the conditions under which a dog may be tethered,
and what constitutes adequate space and shelter or protection from weather for outdoor|
dogs.

®




MONTGOMERY COUNTY
EXECUTIVE REGULATION

Offices of the County Executive » 101 Monroe Street = Rockville, Maryland 20850

Subject Number
ANTI-CRUELTY CONDITIONS FOR DOGS 10-10
Originating Department Effective Date

MONTGOMERY COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF POLICE

1.0 TETHERING OF DOGS. The following conditions for the tethering of dogs are adopted under
Section 5-201(b); Article IT -Prohibited Conduct; Chapter 5, Animal Control; Montgomery County
Code, 2005, as amended, and interpret State anti-cruelty provisions at Maryland Code, Criminal Law
Article, Section 10-604(a), 2002, as amended and applied in Montgomery County pursuant to Section 5-
201(a); Article I - Prohibited Conduct, Chapter 5, Animal Control; Montgomery County Code, 2005, as
amended. -

1. Definitions.
A Director meang the Director of the Animal Services Division or designee.

B. Sanitary means sanitary as defined in § 5-101 of the Montgomery County Code (1994),

as amended.
C. Tether means attaching a dog to a stationary object or pulley run by means of a chain,
rope, tether, cable, or similar restraint. Tether does not include the use of a leash to walk
a dog.
1L Prohibited Conduct. A person must not tether a dog under circumstances that'cndanger its

health, safety, or well being.

A. It shall be unlawful for any person to tether, chain, fasten, tie, or otherwise restrain a
dog to a house, tree, fence, or other stationary or highly immobile object, unless the
following conditions are met:

. The dog’s owner or other responsible party is outdoors with the dog and is within
visual range of the dog;

i The tether is ho less than ten (10) feet long;
iil. The tether 1s no more than one eighth (1/8) of the dog’s body weight;
iv. The tether is attached to the dog by a properly fitting collar or harness;

@ v.  The collar is made of nylon, leather, or other similar material and is not a choke-
type or prong-type collar; '




MONTGOMERY COUNTY
EXECUTIVE REGULATION

Offices of the County Executive « 101 Monroe Street s Rockville, Maryland 20850

Subject . Number

ANTI-CRUELTY CONDITIONS FOR DOGS 10-10
Originating Department Effective Date
. MONTGOMERY COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF POLICE

vi. The dog has access to water;

vil.  The dog has access to shade, either natural or man-made, during the summer
months between June 1 and September 15 and whenever the real temperature is
above 70 degrees Fahrenheit; and

viii.  The length and location of the tether does not allow the dog to become hung upon
a doghouse, fence, or any other object.

B. It shall be unlawful for any person to tether, chain, fasten, tie, or otherwise restrain a cat
to a house, tree, fence, or other stationary or highly immobile object.

Failure to provide relief to a dog in distress when exposed to any of the conditions listed in
subsection II is proof that the dog was impropertly, i.e. cruelly, tethered.

Exception. Nothing in this regulation prohibits:

A. a regimen of restraint that the Director has approved for a pamcula.r training or
working dog purpose; or

B. the temporary tethering of a dog incidental to its veterinary care and/or grooming,
in accordance with professionally accepted standards.

This regulation establishes minimum common requirements for tethering a dog humanely.
Notwithstanding any other provision of this regulation, the particular circumstances or
conditions of a dog otherwise tethered according to the requirements of this regulation are
sufficient evidence of cruelty to constitute a violation of State or County law.

2.0 TRANSPORTING DOGS. The following conditions for transporting of dogs are adopted under
Section 5-201(b); Article [I - Prohibited Conduct; Chapter 5, Animal Control; Montgomery County
Code, 2005, as amended, and interpret State anti-cruelty provisions at Maryland Code, Criminal Law
Article, Section 10-604(a), 2002, as amended and applied in Montgomery County pursuant to Section 5-
201(a); Article [T - Prohibited Conduct; Chapter S, Animal Control; Montoomery County Code 2005, as

amended.




MONTGOMERY COUNTY
EXECUTIVE REGULATION

Offices of the County Executive « 101 Monroe Street » Rockville, Marvland 20850

Subject _ INumber
ANTI-CRUELTY CONDITIONS FOR DOGS 10~-10

Originating Department » Effective Date
MONTGOMERY COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF POLICE

Al

Transporting Dogs in Open-Bed Vehicles

Dogs which are transported on or in the back of trucks or other open-bed vehicles must
either be cross-tethered or confined in a suitable cage made of wood, wire or plastic to
prevent them from departing the vehicle while it is in motion. The cage must be anchored
or tethered to prevent movement while the vehicle is in motion.

3.0 SHELTER OR PROTECTION FROM THE WEATHER FOR OUTDOOR DOGS. The following
conditions which define shelter or protection from the weather for outdoor dogs are adopted under
Section 5-201(b); Article II - Prohibited Conduct; Chapter 5, Animal Control; Montgomery County
Code, 2005, as amended, and interpret State anti-cruelty provisions at Maryland Code, Criminal Law
Article, Section 10-604(a), 2002, as amended and applied in Montgomery County pursuant to Section 5-
201(a); Article II - Prohibited Conduct; Chapter 5, Animal Control; Montgomery County Code 2005, as

amended.

L

Dog houses are considered shelter or protection from the weather provided the dog house:

A.

is constructed of solid wood, fiberglass or other weather-resistant material (excluding
metal);

is at least 2" off the ground, with a solid, level floor;
does not contain cracks or openings other than the entrance; -

has a protected entrance or offset to act as a windbreak with a flexible flap made of
windproof material when temperatures are below 45 degrees Fahrenheit;

has an overhang on the roof;

contains a sufficient quantity of non-absorbent bedding such as wood chips or straw for
insulation against cold and damp; and

is sufficiently large that the dog is able to stand up and turn around while inside but is
sized to allow the dog to warm the interior of the structure and retain his or her body
heat. ‘

@




MONTGOMERY COUNTY
EXECUTIVE REGULATION

Offices of the County Executive » 101 Monroe Street « Rockville, Maryland 208 50

Subject !Number
ANTI-CRUELTY CONDITIONS FOR DOGS ] " 10~-10
Originating Department ‘{Effective Date

MONTGOMERY COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF POLICE ;

1. Fresh water shall be made available to outdoor dogs at all times.

Shade must be available to outdoor dogs at all times from sources other than the dog house,
whether the shade is natural or manmade.

v, Garages, sheds, screened or enclosed porches and alcoves may be considered shelter or

protection from the weather, provided thats

A, during spring and sumnmer, the structure is ventilated so as to provide movement of air;

B. in a heated structure during fall and winter, an area must be provided for the dog that
contains bedding (blankets, wood chips, etc.) sufficient to keep the pet insulated from the
floor of the structure; or

C. in an unheated structure during fall and winter, an enclosure must be provided consisting

of four walls and a top (which may also be an 1gloo-type house), and is sufficiently large
that the dog is able to stand up and turn around while inside; said enclosure is for the
purpose of retaining the body heat of the dog; bedding (blankets, wood chips, etc.) must
also be provided.

V. Any time that a dog is left outside and the owner is absent from the property, a suitable structure
(dog house, shed, screened porch, alcove or working pet door) must be- provxded as shelter for
the dog. : :

VI Any time that a dog is left outside overnight, a suitable structure (dog house, shed, screened
porch, alcove or working pet door) must be provided as shelter for the dog.

VII.  Outdoor enclosures and pens must be at least one hundred (100) square feet, except that dogs
over eighty (80) pounds must have at least one hundred fifty (150) square feet. An additional
fifty (50) square feet is required for each additional dog kept within the same enclosed area. The
area must be maintained in a sanitary condition and be free from debris or stored material.




MONTGOMERY COUNTY
EXECUTIVE REGULATION

Offices of the County Executive « 101 Monroe Street « Rockville, Maryland 208'50

Subject Number
ANTI-CRUELTY CONDITIONS FOR DOGS 10-10

Originating Department ' Effective Date
MONTGOMERY COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF POLICE
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MONTGOMERY COUNTY
EXECUTIVE REGULATION

Offices of the County Executive « 101 Monroe Street s Rockville, Maryland 20850

Subject Number
ANTI-CRUELTY CONDITIONS FOR DOGS 10-10
Originating Department Effective Date

MONTGOMERY COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF POLICE

Montgomery County Regulation on
ANTI-CRUELTY CONDITIONS FOR DOGS
DEPARTMENT OF POLICE, ANIMAL SERVICES DIVISION
Issued by: County Executive
Regulation No.
COMCOR
Authority: Montgomery County Code, 2005, as amended
Section 5-201
Supersedes: 5-01
Council Review: Method 2, under Code Section 5-103 and 5-201
Register Vol. 27 No. 7
Comment Deadline: July 31, 2010
Effective Date:
Sunset Date: None

SUMMARY: County Code Section 5-201(b) permits the establishment of regulations to interpret and
implement State anti-cruelty laws in the County.
ADDRESS: Director, Animal Services Division

14645 Rothgeb Drive

Rockwville, Maryland 20850

STATF CONTACT: Captain Michael Wahl, Commander
Telephone (240) 773-5928

BACKGROUND:  The proposed regulation interprets State anti-cruelty laws by regulating how dogs are to
be transported in open bed vehicles, the conditions under which a dog may be tethered,
and what constitutes adequate space and shelter or protection from weather for outdoor
dogs.
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MONTGOMERY COUNTY
EXECUTIVE REGULATION

Offices of the County Executive » 101 Monroe Street « Rockville, Maryland 20850

Number
ANTI-CRUELTY CONDITIONS FOR DOGS 10-10
Originating Department Effective Date
' MONTGOMERY COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF POLICE

1.0 TETHERING OF DOGS. The following conditions for the tethering of dogs are adopted under
Section 5-201(b); Article II -Prohibited Conduct; Chapter 5, Animal Control; Montgomery County
Code, [1999] 2005, as amended, and interpret State anti-cruelty provisions at Maryland Code, [Article

27, Section 59(a), 2000] Criminal Law Article, Section 10-604(a), 2002, as amended and applied in
Montgomery County pursuant to Section 5-201(a); Article II - Prohibited Conduct, Chapter 5, Animal

Control; Montgomery County Code, [1999] 2005, as amended.
L Definitions.
A Director means the Director of the Animal Services Division or designee.

B. Sanitary means sanitary as defined in § 5-101 of the Montgomery County Code (1994),
as amended.

C. Tether means attaching a dog to a stationary object or pulley nun by means of a chain,
rope, tether, cable, or similar restraint. Tether does not include the use of a leash to walk
adog.

1L Prohibited Conduct. A person must not tether a dog under circumstances that endanger its
health, safety, or well being[, including:].

A, It shall be unlawful for any person to tether, chain, fasten, tie, or otherwise restrain a

dog to a house, tree, fence, or other stationary or highly immobile object. unless the
following conditions are met:

i The dog’s owner or other responsible party is outdoors with the dog and is within

visual range of the dog;
i The tether is no less than ten (10) feet long;

1, The tether is no more than one eighth (1/8) of the dog’s body weight:

iv.  The tether is attached to the dog bv a properly fitting collar or harness:

@ V. The collar is made of nylon. leather, or other similar material and is not a choke-
type or prong-type collar;

Revised 4/96



MONTGOMERY COUNTY
EXECUTIVE REGULATION

Qffices of the County Executive » 101 Monroe Street » Rockville, Marviand 20850

Subject ‘ Number
ANTI-CRUELTY CONDITIONS FOR DOGS 10-10

Qriginating Department Effective Date
MONTGOMERY COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF POLICE

vi. The dog has access to water;

vii.  The dog has access to shade, either natural or man-made, during the .
summer months between June 1 and September 15 and whenever the real
temperature is above 70 degrees Fahrenheit; and

viii.  The length and location of the tether-does not-allow the-dog-to-become—

hung upon a doghouse, fence, or any other object.

It shall be unlawful for any person to tether, chain, fasten, tie, or otherwise -
restrain a cat to a house, tree, fence, or other stationary or highly immobile obiect.

|

[tethering a dog by any means other than a harness;

B. tethering a dog between the hours of ten p.m. and six a.m. unless the Director
' grants a waiver based on extraordinary circumstances after determining that the
proposed tethering will be safe and humane;

C. unattended tethering of a dog during a weather emergency, or a dog-control
emergency declared by the Executive, the Director, or the County Health Officer,

D.  using atether that weighs more than 1/8 of the dog's body weight;

E. using a tether that is less than five times the length of the dog, as measured from
the tip of its nose to the base of its tail;

F. tethering that unreasonably limits a dog's movement;

G. tethering under conditions where the dog or tether can become entangled on the

tether or some other object;

H. tethering that restricts a dog's access to suitable and sufficient food, clean water,
and appropriate shelter;

L tethering in unsafe or unsanitary conditions;
1. tethering that does not allow a dog to defecate or urinate in an area separate from

the area where it must eat, drink, or lie down; or

Revised 4/96
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"MONTGOMERY COUNTY

EXECUTIVE REGULATION

Offices of the County Executive « 101 Monroe Street « Rockville, Maryland 20850

Number
ANTI-CRUELTY CONDITIONS FOR DOGS 10-10
Originating Department Effective Date
MONTGOMERY COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF POLICE

ITL

Iv.

K. tethering that causes injury, stress, or demonstrable socialization problems.]

Failure to provide relief to a dog in distress when exposed to any of the conditions listed
in subsection II is proof that the dog was improperly, i.e.[,] cruelly, tethered.

Exception. Nothing in this regulation prohibits:

2.0 TRANSPORTING DOGS. The following conditions for transporting of dogs are adopted
under Section 5-201(b); Article II - Prohibited Conduct; Chapter 5, Animal Control;
Montgomery County Code, [1999] 2005, as amended, and interpret State anti-cruelty provisions
at Maryland Code, [Article 27; Section 59(a), 2000] Criminal Law Article, Section 10-604(a).
2002, as amended and applied in Montgomery County pursuant to Section 5-201(a); Article I -
Prohibited Conduct; Chapter 5, Animal Control; Montgomery County Code [1999] 2005, as
amended.

A a regimen of restraint that the Director has approved for a particular training or
working dog purpose; or ‘

B. the temporary tethering of a dog incidental to its veterinary care and/or grooming,
in accordance with professionally accepted standards.

This regulation establishes minimum common requirements for tethering a dog
humanely. Notwithstanding any other provision of this regulation, the particular
circumstances or conditions of a dog otherwise tethered according to the requirements of
this regulation are sufficient evidence of cruelty to constitute a violation of State or
County law.

A. Transporting Dogs in Open-Bed Vehicles

Dogs which are transported on or in the back of trucks or other open-bed vehicles |

must either be cross-tethered or confined in a suitable cage made of wood, wire or
plastic to prevent them from departing the vehicle while it is in motion. The cage
must be anchored or tethered to prevent movement while the vehicle is in motion.

i
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3.0 SHELTER OR PROTECTION FROM THE WEATHER FOR OUTDOOR DOGS. The
following conditions which define shelter or protection from the weather for outdoor dogs are
adopted under Section 5-201(b); Article II - Prohibited Conduct; Chapter 5, Animal Control;
Montgomery County Code, [1999] 2003, as amended, and interpret State anti-cruelty provisions
at Maryland Code, [Article 27; Section 59(a), 2000] Criminal Law Article, Section 10-604(a),
2002, as amended and applied in Montgomery County pursuant to Section 5-201(a); Article II -
Prohibited Conduct; Chapter 5, Animal Control, Montgomery County Code [1999] 2005, as
amended.

Dog houses are considered shelter or protection from the weather provided the dog

house:

Al

is constructed of solid wood, fiberglass or other weather-resistant material
(excluding metal);

1s at least 2" off the ground, with a solid, level floor;
does not contain cracks or openings other than the entrance;

has a protected entrance or offset to act as a windbreak with a flexible flap made
of windproof material when temperatures are below 45 degrees Fahrenheit;

has an overhang on the roof;

contains a sufficient quantity of non-absorbent bedding such as wood chips or
straw for insulation against cold and damp; and

is sufficiently large that the dog is able to stand up and turn around while inside
but is sized to allow the dog to warm the interior of the structure and retain his or
her body heat.

[Shade must be available to outdoor dogs at all times from sources other than the dog
house, whether the shade is natural or manmade.] Fresh water shall be made available to

outdoor dogs at all times.

Shade must be available to outdoor dogs at all times from sources other than the dog

house, whether the shade is natural or manmade.

®
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IV.  Garages, sheds, screened or enclosed porches and alcoves may be considered shelter or
protection from the weather, provided that:

Al during spring and summer, the structure is ventilated so as to provide movement
of air;

B. in a heated structure during fall and winter,-an area must be provided for the dog’
----—- - -- - -that contains bedding (blankets, wood chipss etc.) sufficient-to-keep-the-pet-- - ..
insulated from the floor of the structure; or

C. in an unbheated structure during fall and winter, an enclosure must be provided
consisting of four walls and a top (which may also be an igloo-type house), and is
sufficiently large that the dog is able to stand up and tum around while inside;
said enclosure is for the purpose of retaining the body heat of the dog; bedding
{(blankets, wood chips, etc.) must also be provided.

INANA Any time that a dog is left outside[, tethered or not,] and the owner is absent from
the property, a suitable structure (dog house, shed, screened porch, alcove or
working pet door) must be provided as shelter for the dog[, and if tethered, the
tether must be positioned so the dog may enter the structure easily].

VL Any time that a dog is left outside overnight, a suitable structure (dog hox’ise= shed,

screened porch, alcove or working pet door) must be provided as shelter for the dog,

VII.  Outdoor.enclosures and pens must be at least one hundred (100) square feet, except that
dogs over eighty (80) pounds must have at least one hundred 150} square feet. An
additional fifty (50) square feet is required for each additional dog kept within the same
enclosed area. The area must be maintained in a sanitary condition and be free from
debris or stored material.

A;}proyd as to Formn and Legality
by the’O Co xecutive
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4~_THE HUMANE SOCIETY

N QF THE UNITED STATES

Statement of Adam Parascandola
Director, Animal Cruelty Issues
The Humane Society of the United States
In Support of Proposed Changes
to Montgomery County Executive Regulation 5-01 (Anti-Cruelty Conditions for Dogs)
) - June 11, 2010 o ‘

On behalf of The Humane Society of the United States I am writing in support of proposed
changes to Montgomery County Executive Regulation 5-01 which will help both the public and
dogs in Montgomery County.

One of the changes to the Regulation prohibits the tethering of dogs except when a responsible
party is within visual range of the dog. Dogs are naturally social beings who thrive on

interaction with human beings and other animals. A dog kept chained in one spot for hours, days,
months or even years suffers immense psychological damage. An otherwise friendly and docile
dog, when kept continuously chained, becomes neurotic, unhappy, anxious and often aggressive.

Requiring dogs to be kept in appropriately sized pens or fenced yards will alleviate somewhat the
conditions which have been shown to increase aggression in some dogs. The regulations
requiring minimurm pen sizes will also help ensure dogs are not kept in areas which are too small
wncrease their agitation and frustration. Agitated and frustrated dogs often resort to excessive
barking in addition to concerns about increased aggression. Complaints of dogs barking are a
problem in almost all communities and these steps which will reduce this nuisance which will
result in less noise and a more peaceful community.

Tethered dogs are also more vulnerable to attacks by wildlife and in danger of strangulation or
becoming tangled and unable to reach sufficient shelter. Requiring that owners or custodians be
within visual site of the dog will help ensure that someone is present to untangle the dog should
this happen. Additionally many dogs break free from their tethers and in this case someone
would be present to intervene should this occur.

By prohibiting tethering unless a responsible pany is present this law is also easily- enforceable.
Any Officer responding to a complaint of a dog tethered will be able to establish a violation
simply by determining no one is within visual range.

Additionally the added protection of dogs being required shelter when left overnight will help
protect dogs during the time period when responsible parties may be home but asleep and unable
to bring the dog inside should the weather take a tumn for the worse.

Fipally, from my own experience as a Humane Law Enforcement Officer in the District of
Columbia for 10 years, I can attest to the benefits of restricting the tethering of dogs. In 2001, a
law was passed in the District of Columbia that restricted the practice of “cruel tethering.” The



law was designed to prohibit tethering in a2 manner which would cause harm physically or |
psychologically to a dog. The passage of this legislation led to a surprising reductionin ~ ~
complaints received over the next few years. In 2001, the year before the tethering bill went into
effect, the Washington Humane Society received over 2000 complaints of animal cruelty. By
2003, the number of complaints had dropped down to under 1700. By addressing the issue of
continual tethering, the dogs’ living conditions were improved and complaints about their care
dropped off.

For these reasons I support the proposed changes to Montgomery County Executive Regulation
5-01. Thank you again for the opportunity to express our support.




MONTGOMERY COUNTY
HUMANE SOCIETY

s COMPASSION IS OUR CAUSE e

September 6, 2010

Capt. Michael Wahl

Director, Animal Services Division
14645 Rothgeb Drive

Rockville, Maryland 20850

Dear Captain Wahl:

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed Montgomery County
Executive Regulation regarding anti-cruelty regulations for dogs.

The proposed new language regarding conditions for lawful tethering, the definitions of
appropriate shelter from weather, the requirements of available shade and water, and
specification of appropriate enclosure sizes are needed additions to the law, and will
provide for more humane treatment of animals when they are kept outside.

MCHS is pleased to support the proposed changes to Montgomery County Executive
Regulation 5-01. Thank you for your work on behalf of animal protection.

HELPING THE HOMELESS ANIMALS OF MONYGOMERY COUNTY AND BEYOND

14645 Rothgeb Drive

Rockville, MD 70850 X

P: 240-773-5980 @ UNITED WAY #5330 COMBIMED FERERAL CAMPAIGH #54823 MARYLAND CHARITY CAMPAIGN 26035
2 301-279-1998

www.mchumane.org


http:www.mdrumcne.org

ANIMAL MATTERS HEARING BOARD

June 28, 2010

Animal Services Division
Captain Michael Wahl
14645 Rothgeb Drive
Rockville, MD 20850

Dear Captain Wahi:

The members of the Animal Matters Hearing Board (AMHB) have reviewed your
recommended proposed changes to the Montgomery County Executive Regulation 5-01
(Anti-Cruelty Conditions for Dogs) and support your recommended changes with the
comments that have been submitted for your review. ‘

The changes effecting 1. tethering, 2. enclosure/pen size and 3. suitable shelter all greatly
enhance the welfare of the animals in Montgomery County. Thank you for your efforts.

Sinccrel};,

Allan S. Cohen, Chariman
Animal Matters Hearing Board

‘ ﬁ

14645 Rothgeb Drive « Rockville, Maryland 20850 » 240-773-5925 - 240-777-2545 TTY - 301-279-1063 FAX



A DOG'S LIFE
Chaining and Your Community

What Kind of Chaining Ordinance Is Right for Your Community?

There are 3 major options for chaining ordinances and each one is discussed
below. While most animal advocates would prefer an outright ban on dog
chaining, such ordinances can be difficult to pass. Compromising with a time
limit on dog chaining is often a successful solution. In order to find the best

ordinance for your community, talk with the Jocal officials who would be charged
with enforcement.
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Chaining bans

Total chaining bans are the best way to protect dogs and people in the
community. Plus, there are no complex definitions, so they’re easy to
enforce. The only problem is that since this is such a stringent regulation,
there’s more likely to be strong opposition.

Unlimited regulations
These are ordinances that do not limit the time that dogs are chained

outside, but do provide minimum standards for chained dogs. These
ordinances generally won’t get a dog off of a chain, but when enforced,
they can improve the quality of life for chained dogs.

Regulations with time limits or time restrictions
Essentially these ordinances would be similar to the unlimited regulations,

with the exception that a time limit would be used as well. Time limits can
set a certain amount of consecutive time or time within a 24-hour period,
while time restrictions ban chaining during certain hours of the day.
Enforcement can be tricky with lengthy time limits because enforcement
officers rarely have blocks to time available to verify that a dog has been
chained beyond a time limit. However, by forbidding chaining during
certain hours, violations of the ordinance are immediately clear.

Get Creative

Even though these three options are the most common, you’re not required
to use one of them. You can try to combine parts from several different
ordinances, or you may be able to find a new solution through a different,
creative solution.

2100 L Steoet, Ny Washangion, DC 20037

humarsctietyory
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If dog chaining is allowed in your community, there should be high standards in place to
make sure that chained dogs receive proper care. Also, keep in mind that if you are
successful in passing a chaining ordinance, some dog owners may move their dogs from
chains to pens or crates, Talk to your animal control office about ways to address this
before it becomes a problem. Below are some examples of i important standards to include
in your ordinance.

Collar/harness

Dogs are typically attached to the tether by a collar or harness. Some communities
forbid attaching chained dogs by a collar and require a harness. If collars are used,
such collars should always be “properly fitting” and never the pinch, prong, or
choke type. There is also the option of forbidding all collars made primarily of
metal,

Chain/tether

The dimensions of the tether are often contentious points. Some communities
specifically forbid logging or tow chains, but other regulations make that
language unnecessary. A tether should not be too heavy and the maximum weight
limit is typically 1/10 or 1/8 of the dog’s body weight. The length of the tether
should be at least 5 times the length of the dog (from tip of nose to base of tail)
and never less than 10 ft. The 10 ft. minimum is necessary to provide small dogs
with a decent area. Additionally, all tethers should have swivels on both ends to
prevent twisting and tangling.

Environment

There's no denying the fact that a chained dog’s environment is pretty dismal.
However, you can pass an ordinance that makes sure that chained dogs at least
have a safe environment. The area should be free of garbage or other debris that
can harm the dog, Also, there should be no fences or other objects within the
radius of the tether that a dog can get hung upon. Some communities require that
the area is kept free of accumulated fecal matter. This may be tough to define, but
it’s certainly worth discussing,

Food and water

Most basic animal cruelty laws already require that dogs receive appropriate,
nutritious food and clean water. With chained dogs though, it’s especially
important to monitor these things. Some ordinances stipulate that food and water
bowls are cleaned daily. Additionally, because of cold climates, it should be noted
that water must not be frozen.

Extreme weather

Some communities have sought to protect chained dogs from weather conditions
such as temperature extremes, hurricanes/tornadoes, rain storms, or other
conditions. Forbidding dogs to be chained outside in such conditions is a good
step to protecting dogs. Some dogs, like Alaskan Malamutes, can do well in chilly
weather, but short-haired dogs will not tolerate cold well. Also, very old dogs,

&)



puppies, or sick dogs will have more trouble in hot or cold weather. It’s hard to
find universal weather applications, but a good starting point is to forbid dogs to
be chained outside during hurricane/tornado warnings, when the temperature is
below 40° F, above 80° F, or during periods of lightning.

Shelter and Shade
All dogs who spend any period of time outdoors, unsupervised must have some
kind of shelter. Additionally, they should have an area of shade that is separate
from the shelter. Shelter definitions vary, but can range from anything with three
sides and a roof to very complex descriptions. Here are some basics for all
doghouses:
* Must have 4 sides, a roof, and a floor
¢ Must have entryway to allow dog to easily enter and exit; entryway must
have a flap that blocks wind from entering
Inside, dog must be able to stand up, sit down, lie down, and turn around
Interior must be protected from precipitation, wind, and sun
Roof must be slanted to allow precipitation to run off
Must be raised at least 2 above ground
Interior must be cleaned regularly
Interior must contain straw or other form of bedding that is regularly
changed
Interior should contain a partial middle wall to act as a windbreak
* Structure must be sound: no nails or splinters sticking out, no cracks or
holes

® & & & & @

Enclosure Size
To prevent formerly chained dogs from ending up in airline crates or otherwise
tiny pens, try to work a line into the ordinance about enclosure size. There are
different ways to set enclosure size:
o Flat size requirement (no less than 150 sq. ft.)
o Tiered sizes (150 sq. fi. for small dogs, 250 sq. ft. for large dogs)
* Sizes based on the shelter within the enclosure (since a shelter
must allow a dog certain movement, the enclosure size could be
proportionally related to the shelter size)

Along with descriptions of how dogs can and cannot live on a chain, it’s important to
establish penalties for violations. Most often, violations of chaining ordinances are
citations or misdemeanors with fines that range from $50 to $500. Sometimes jail time is
an option too, though it’s usually only 30-90 days. These penalties are almost always
small, but it’s important that they’re big enough to act as a deterrent.

An aggressive way to enforce these penalties is to allow each violation to have its own
fine. For example, if 2 dog’s chain is too short, and he doesn’t have water, and the
doghouse doesn’t have bedding, that can count as 3 separate violations and come with a
triple fine. This is a great way to punish serial offenders.



In the spirit of public education, the ordinance should allow first-time violators the
opportunity to correct their mistakes. These individuals can be given a short time (1 or 2
days) to correct violations without penalty. Or, money spent on improving a dog’s
conditions could be subtracted from fines.

Whatever kind of chaining ordinance you pass, remember that every little bit can improve
dogs’ lives. Dog chaining takes place in urban, suburban, and rural communities all over
the country and for various reasons. Try to help these dogs however you can. Ordinances
that ban or restrict chaining benefit individual dogs and the community as a whole.
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vikgmatod againg rahéoy,

. Al dogs ond cats mnse be icensed ai four inonths of age.

New pets and sll aninals maoving into
Baltimare Comty must b heonsad within thirty days.

Al odwals must be provided shelter for proection from

wind, snow, main, colil and die sun, plas adequate daily
fuedd and water, in cleon etv-tippatle bowls,

Owpers of Banale cas and dags “in hea™ nus nog leavo
tieir pory oviside unageaded. (Althougly spaving female
or aeutering mafe aimals i oot axquined, it is highly
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. 1tis & violation of the baw to sliow doygs o bark

excesvively.

. 1F sn wivnal Bites sonocne, e owner and the hite

victim sust repaet the injuey 1o the Police Depanmad.
You w0 responsible i your pet bites of injupes another
person o wiienal, or excpaces poopde in e coammnity.

. Orwnees ane respoasible Tor the tmely removal of pet

waste on public and privac property,

. Do nit shandon of regloct pefs you connot kecp.

fustend, call Andwial Control fof assistancs,

L Marytand law revprives that amy puppy of kittea sold o

xivon sway maust b at loast elght weeks ofd. Baltiinoee
Couty baw nequires anvone selling or yiving away &
pappy, kitten, dog or ot 1o provide a lwalih centificare,
signed by 8 ficensed vetainainn, along with 8 sistement
indicating date of sale of transfer of aminul,

desaripion of suimal. and snsaunizations given. The
pame, addriss and phone mumiber of buyer and seller
ninst oiso be provided.

Inndequnie provision of food o water, unsanitmry
conditivns, animad combut, craslty and neglect are
alt comsidersd animal abuse.

Animal Control Officers are empowered
with enforcement authotity for state and
local faws involwing ankmals. Persons
violating these animal faws may be
subject to fines.

First offense: $25 fine.
Repeated Offenses: $10010ine.

Criminal penalties may atso be impesed |

with up o $1,000 in fmes, up 10 ninety
(90} days in jak, or both.

Menacing/dangerous animal problems
and cruelly to animals charges may
incur more stringent penalies/sanctions.

Persons receiving a violation musl
correct the situation and pay any
finas, of may request a hearing
in writing within five {5} days of
receiving the violation.

Ariral Hearing Boosd

The Animal Hearing Board hears
appeats of violation notices.

Mail appeal requests to:

Animat Hearng Board
13800 Manor Road
Baldwin, MD 21013.

The Board also hokis dangerous
animal hearings and advisas the
Counity Exectitive on isstes
affecting the welfare of animals
n the community.

Call 410-887-8664 for details.

ANIMAL LICENSES

Bakimore County Animat Bcensas are available
al these locations:

County Office Budding . ... .. ... .. 410-887.3630
Balo, Co. Anlmal Shellar, Baldwin . . 410-687.5981
Humane Society of Battimon County,

Roisterstown .. ......... ..... 410-833-8848

For Licensing Wardan in yowr area .. 410-887-3830
OR aty of the Baltimore Counly Full Sewvice Lidranes

NOTE: Proof of current rables veccination is
rexguined for all dog and cet kcenses.

DISCOUNTS:

Discounted ticensing for senlor cilizen pel
owners and for pets which have been spayed
of neutared.

BALTIMORE COUNTY ANIMAL
INFORMATION AND RESOURCES

Animal Bites: Commuricoble Qlsease  410-887-2724

Animel Comrol Division . ... . . ... 410-887-5061
Animal Shalter . ... ... ..... ..., 410-887-598 1
Animal Heaeing Board . .., ... ... ,410-887-5964
Animal Licansing, Towson .. .. ., .. 410-887-3830
Deg Obedience Ciasves: Rec & Parks 410-887-3871
OTHER ANIMAL
INFORMATION AND RESOURCES
Ankral Control, Baftimore City . .. 410-398-4684

Husrmne Socisty. spsynsuter. .. . 410-833-4480
SNAP (SpayMNeuter Al Pets). . . . . 1-410-085.5783

Natiorad Dog Registry .. ... ... .. 410.217-4485
Wildlife Probjems ... ... .. o ov o 1-BTTH6-8487
HMadiation & Dispute Cemer . ... .. 4102420388

Masyiand Rolay - Disl 711 or 1-300-T35- 2258

B0, MY, piysial o onrtel disabilty, maty!

wRtion. coned mibon, or netionel odoin. Upod et

rovieiony will be iac 19 sCcuswnodste it
This trochore it ooy pon

DNt
Acmel, BUmOny Cargy sompies with the ADA..

www.baltimorecountymd.govigolpets
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ANIIVAL

CONTROL
INFORIVATION

Animal Laws
Battimore County Code

Article 12

Baltimore County
Department of Health
Animal Control Division
13800 Manor Road
Baldwin, MD 21013
410-887-5961


www.baltimofe(lountymd.go>J/golpets
http:ciliz.en
http:d<m:sipiic.1I

DIRECTIONS
s Take Exit27B North, off the Beltway-1695.

« Follow Dulaney Valley Road 1o the stop sign
al Manar Road.

« Tumiteft The Animal Control Division and
tha Animal Shelter sra 1 mile on the jeft

Anirral Shelter Adcptias

Visiting hours for adogtion are Monday
through Saturday, 10 a.m, to 3 p.m.

Closed on Sundays and holdays. To ses some
of our pats of for more information visit our
web site:

www . baltimorecountymdigo/petadoptions

RabiesVaonirmition
Al dogs and cats mist have Rabios

vaccinaions and boosters, Low cost rables
vaccnations ars avaliable by appointment.

Micro-chipping is also avatiable by appointment
for & reasonable fee,

Spayirg & Newtering

Thousands of unwanted animals are born in
Battimore County sach year. Mostiive short,
homeless lives. Wea urge pet ownars to have
{heir pots spayed of neutared.

If YauFind A Soray Pat

Baltimore County Law requires that all stray
dogs and caty be turnad over to the Animal
Sheitet within 24 hours, if the pet you found is
not redeemed by its dwner, you may reciaim K.
A rabies vaccination and en animal ficense witt
ba necassaty at a modestfee. Otherfees
associated with redemption will be walved.

Redeorving YarPet

To ractaim your pet atthe Animal Sheker, tring
proof of current rabias vaccination and proof of
a current animal license. if you cannot provide
this verification, a rables vaccination and iense
will ba provided, for a fee, before your petis
reloased There are also redemption and
boarding fees, and owner klent¥ication is re-
quired

HYoaurPet lslo

if your petls micro-chippad or is wearing an
animal icense, rables &g of an iD tag, every
effort Wil be made o trece the 1D and contaxt
you. Came fo the shelter promplly to look for
your pet. Bring a picturo of your pet and post &
on our “Jost pet” bulletin board, Stray pets are
held for four (4) days.

IfYouHave Nkre Than
TiweeDoge On Yaour Proparty

A households that sheker four or more dogs,
private or commercial kennels, or stables,
fancier kennels or catieris, grooming parlors,
petshops, élc. must contact Animat Licensing at
410-887-3630 to obtaln information and an
application for a Holding Facilty License.

problems in your community, If your nekghbor's pet runs loose, lsaves unwekome

dsposits on your lawn or barks andd howls, attempt to work the problem out with your
neighbor before fiing a formal complaint. If your neighbor complaing abaut your pet, make
svery effort o cooperats. Once & formal complaintis made, Animal Condrol will widit or send
oul a waming lalter, along with the laws about responsitile pat ownership. If tha
problem parsists during the few weelks after the letter or visit, call Animal Contrdl.
Arrangemaents may be made for you b complete a notarized Affidavit of Complaint.
Nulsance Animal violations may be written af that ime.

The Animal Confrol Division depends upon your close cooperation 1o solve animal

_

BALTIMORE COUNTY

sBANTiaMme

What De Aimal Control Do ?

Enfarces Article 12 of the Baltimore County Code.
Responds (o animal relsted emargencies 24 hours s day.
investigales reports of animal cruslty and neglect

Handies nuisance complaints regarding pets tunning joose, leaving unweltome depoe
and barking

Responds fo reports of injred, sick and/or vicious animals

Picks up siray snd unwanted doge and cats, and accepts those that are brought to the
animal sheter

Mainfains anciosures stpolice stations for stray dogs and cats

Provides humane traps 1o caphime lbose dogs of cats

Inspecis private and commercial kennels, grooming parors, pet shops and othar holding
faclilies

Picks up dead animals {axduding fam animals) from County malntained roadways and
properties

Operatss the Baitimote County Arimal Shelter. The Sheltsr finds new homes for more than
1100 pets aach ysar.

County Executive Sm Smith and the Batimore County Council


www..bal1imorecol
http:hout5loradoption.IV
http:OIvaion.nd

Frederick County Code:

§ 1-5-26. PROPER RESTRAINT, SHELTER, PROTECTION AND CARE FOR
DOGS.

(A)  Restraint requirement,

(1) It shall be unlawful for any person to , fasten, chain, tie, restrain or
cause a dog to be fastened, chained, tied or restrained to any stationary or inanimate
object by means of a rope, chain, strap or other physical restraint for the purpose of
confinement for more than ten hours, cumulatively in any 24-hour period.

(2) The dog must be [gUNES by a non- choke type collar or a body harness to a
§ that is at least four times the body 1ength of the dog, measured from the dog's nose
to the back of the hindquarters, or at a minimum be ten feet in length, and which the
is free from entanglement.

(3) The shall have swivels at both ends and all areas of confinement shall
be maintained as to provide a safe and healthy environment for the dog.

(4)  An individual found chaining or an animal in violation of this
section has 30 days to provide other means of confinement, as long as other conditions of
confinement and care are being met. The grace period is null and void immediately if the
owner, at any time during the grace period, is not in compliance with other applicable
laws relating to animals.

(5) Individuals who do not comply within the 30-day grace period are subject to
fines and penalties stipulated in this chapter.

(B) Shelter and outdoor enclosure requirements.

(1) Proper shelter, including protection from the weather and elements, shall be
provided at all times. The shelter for a dog shall have a weatherproof roof, enclosed
sides, a doorway, and a solid floor raised at least two inches above the ground. No
interior surfaces shall be metal. The shelter shall have an entryway that the dog can
easily enter and sufficient in size for a dog to stand, turn around, lie down, and exitina
natural manner. The shelter shall have adequate ventilation and protection from
temperature extremes at all times.

(2) Bedding, such as wood shavings, straw or other material, shall be provided in
sufficient quantity for insulation. Bedding shall be kept dry.

(3) Shade, separate frorn the shelter, either natural or manmade, shall be
available at all times to a 98 dog, or a dog confined to an outdoor enclosure.



(4) Any dog confined within an outdoor enclosure must have adequate space for
exercise. A minimum of 100 square feet is required. Dogs over 75 pounds must have an
additional 50 square feet. Seventy-five square feet is required for each additional dog
kept within the same enclosed area.

(C) Care requirements.

(1)  Any person owning or having care, control or custody of a dog shall provide
daily food that is free from contamination and is of sufficient quantity and nutritive value
to maintain the animal in good health.

(2) Potable water must be accessible to the dog at all times.

(3) The dog must receive care and medical treatment for injuries, parasites and
disease, sufficient to maintain the dog in good health.

(4) Any outdoor area where a dog is confined must be kept free of excretions
and contaminated materials and cleaned regularly.

(D)  Penalties. A violation of this section may result in a civil citation pursuant to §
1-5-53 of this chapter, or impoundment of the dog(s), or both.

(Ord. 08-24-500, 9-23-2008)



Howard County Department of Police
Animal Control Division:
Animal Control Laws Summary

Below is a summary of selected requirements of the county’s Animal
Control Laws:

VACCINATION: Pet owners must continuously maintain a rabies vaccination for dogs,
cats and ferrets that are four months of age and older.

LICENSES: All dog and cat owners must purchase Howard County annual licenses for
their pets. Each pet shall wear the license tag attached to a collar or harness. Pets properly
tattooed, micro chipped or ear tagged are exempt from the requirement of wearing the
license tag, but the purchase of a license is still required.

LEASH LAW: A domesticated animal must be on a leash and under the control of a
responsible person. This person must be capable of immediate and effective restraint
when not on the owner’s property. Owners are responsible for immediately removing pet
defecation when off their own property.

FEMALE ANIMALS: A female domesticated animal “in heat™ must be confined
indoors or in a properly ventilated building or other secured outdoor enclosure. Spaying
or neutering is not required, but is highly recommended.

BARKING: Owners are responsible for preventing their dogs from barking to the extent
that it disturbs neighbors.

ODOR PREVENTION: Pet owners must remove an accumulation of defecation from
their property to prevent annoying odors.

STREET DISTURBANCE: Owners must prevent their pets from disturbing garbage
placed for disposal or chasing vehicles.

APPROPRIATE CARE: Animals must be provided with proper drink, ventilation,
shelter, shade, protection from the elements, sanitary conditions, veterinary care and
nutritious food in sufficient quantity.

FENCING: Fencing must be properly maintained.

WILD/EXOTIC ANIMALS: Wild or exotic animals are not permitted as pets. Included
in this category are the offspring of domesticated animals bred with a wild or exotic

animal.



THREATENING BEHAVIOR: Domesticated animals must not be permitted to
threaten the safety or welfare of other domesticated animals or people. Domesticated
animals are considered to be exhibiting threatening behavior when they endanger the life
or health of another domesticated animal or person, attack a domesticated animal or
person, or otherwise molest and interfere with a person’s freedom of movement in a
public place.

ANIMAL TRAPS: Humane animal traps must be properly used and checked frequently
throughout the day.

INTENTIONAL INJURY OR ABANDONMENT: A person may not poison or
abandon a domesticated animal and may not cruelly kill, deliberately injure or torment
any animal.

FIGHTING: Encouraging animals to fight, raising animals for fighting or participating
in animal fights are not permitted.

INJURING AN ANIMAL WHILE DRIVING: A person who injures or kills a
domestic animal while driving must stop, if safety permits, and render assistance as is
practical. The driver should notify Animal Control immediately.

ANIMAL CONTROL DUTIES: No person may interfere with an Animal Control
employee in the performance of his/her duties.

VIOLATORS: Violators of the Animal Control Laws may be issued civil citations with
monetary penalties of $25-$500. Criminal penalties can include up to three years in
prison and a $5,000 fine, pet impoundment, and/or mandatory appearances before the
Animal Matters Hearing Board.

THE AFFIDAVIT PROCEDURE: A citizen who has personally observed a violation
of any provision of the Howard County Animal Laws may wish to file an affidavit. An
affidavit is a sworn statement that a violation has been witnessed. An affidavit may not
be filed anonymously. An affidavit form may be obtained from Animal Control. Afier
the form is completed by the witness, also known as the complainant, it should be
returned to the Animal Control Division for processing.

Once the affidavit is filed, the alleged violator is, in most circumstances, assessed an
appropriate monetary penalty through issuance of a civil citation. The affidavit
accompanies the issued citation and must identify the complainant’s name, address and
telephone number. Upon request, phone numbers may be withheld from the defendant.

THE APPEAL PROCESS: The recipient of a citation issued by an Animal Control
representative as a result of an affidavit may elect to appeal the citation. The recipient,
also known as the appellant, must contact the Animal Control Division in writing within
fifteen (15) days after the citation is issued indicating the intent to appeal. The Animal
Control Division then schedules a hearing before the Animal Matters Hearing Board.

@



THE ANIMAL MATTERS HEARING BOARD: The Animal Matters Hearing Board
(AMHB) is comprised of seven Howard County residents appointed by the County
Executive and confirmed by the County Council. The AMHB meets to hear cases
involving alleged violations of the Howard County Animal Control Laws. Once cases are
heard, board members render a decision to uphold, modify, or reverse an imposed
penalty. The Board may also recommend or order measures to abate further problems or
complaints,

The AMHB notifies the appellant of its decision thirty (30) days after hearing. Any
complainant or appellant who is aggrieved by the decision of the AMHB may request in
writing, within thirty (30) days a hearing before the Howard County Board of Appeals.



Yenoce GEORGE'S ((?‘301\3?\(

SUBTITLES. ANIMAL CONTROL. 3-101

(20) Animal under restraint shall mean an animal secured by a leash or lead and
under the control of a responsible person or confined within a vehicle or within the boundaries of
its owner's real property. .

(21) Appointing authority shall mean the Director of the Department of
Environmental Resources.

—_— (22) Appropriate tethering shall mean a tether that is appropriate to the age and size
of the animal; is attached to the animal by a properly applied collar, halter, or harness configured
s0 as to protect the animal from injury and prevent the animal or tether from becoming entangled
with other objects or animals, or from extending over an object or edge that could result in the
strangulation or injury of the animal; and is at least five (5) times the length of the animal, as
measured from the tip of its nose to the base of its tail, except when the animal is walked on a
leash or is attached by a tether to a lead line. When freedom of movement would endanger the
animal, temporarily and appropriately restricting movement of the animal according to
professionally accepted standards for the species, is deemed appropriate tethering.

(23) Attack dog shall mean a dog trained to attack on command.

(24) Anti~climbers shall mean a device consisting of angled metal braces and heavy
gauge wire, which wire is stretched between each angled metal brace, all of which is attached to
the top of a fence. The wire shall have at least three strands, separated evenly, the furthest being
no less than eighteen (18) inches from the top of the fence. It shall extend inwards at an angle
not less than forty-five (45) degrees nor more than ninety (90) degrees measured from
perpendicular.

(25) Bite contact shall mean penetration of the skin by the teeth of an animal.

(26) Cage shall mean any enclosure of limited space, enclosed on the bottom, top, and
all sides by a wall or otherwise, in which animals or other creatures are placed for any purpose,
including confinement or display.

(27) Cat shall mean domesticated felines. The term “cat” shall not include wild or
exotic felines.

(28) Cattery shall mean an establishment wherein a person engages in the business of
boarding, breeding, buying, grooming, or selling cats.

(29) Collar shall mean a well-fitted humane device, appropriate to the age and size of
the animal, attached to the animal's neck in such a way so as to prevent trauma or injury to the
animal.

(30) Commercial establishment shall mean any trade or business the primary
function of which is the sale of any goods or service.

(31) Commission shall mean the Commission for Animal Control established in
Division 3 of this Subtitle.

(32) Commission administrator shall mean that person designated by the Director of
the Department of Environmental Resources (DER) to administer the operations of the
Commission for Animal Control (CAC) or the administrator's designee.

(33) Companion animal shall mean any domestic or feral dog, domestic or feral cat,
ferret, nonhuman primate, guinea pig, hamster, rabbit not raised for human food or fiber, exotic
or native animal, reptile, exotic or native bird, or any feral animal or any animal under the care,
custody, or ownership of a person or any animal which is bought, sold, traded, or bartered by any
person. Agricultural animals, game species, wild or game species native to Maryland, or any
animal regulated under federal law as research animals shall not be considered companion

animals.
P.G. Coooty
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20 Ways to Help
Adopt a Rescued Dog

Build Fences

Build Trolleys
Care for Dogs
Donate Money
Educate Kids

Find Homes for Rescued
Dogs

Get Handouts & Merchandise

Learn the Facts

Pass Laws

Talk to Chained Dog Owners
Watch Celebrity PSAs

Watch Chaining Presentation

Photos Facts

Cruelty Dog Care

Laws . News
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Doesn't Man's Best Friend Deserve More than Life on a Chain? -

- Links  About

Anti-Chaining Laws

Visit our How You Can Improve Laws page for a step-by-step guide to passing a law in your community.
Citizens across the U.S, are successfully lobbying for new laws. You can do it, too!

audiences)

Educational Powerpoint (PPT file for general

Petition Flyer/Cover Sheet

audiences)

Educational Powerpoint (PDF file for general

How Chaining Laws Work in 7 Communities

Ordinance PowerPoint (PPT file for law makers)

How Enforceable Will Our Law Be?

IChaining Q & A Word

Animal Control Interviews re: Chaining Bans

Chaining Q & A PDF

How Laws Impact Loose Dogs/Dog Bites

Photos of Injured Children and Chained Dogs POF

Visit DDB's Laws page for more resources!

The following communities have banned or regulated chaining in their animal protection ordinances.
Animallaw.info is another good source of information.

Statewide Laws
California
Connecticut

Nevada
Texas

Communities that Prohibit Chaining

Fayetteville, Arkansas
Maumelle, Arkansas
Tucson, Arizona

Miami, Florida

Okaloosa, Florida
Blakely, Georgia
Chatham County, Georgia
Cobb County, Georgia

Gwinett County, Georgia
Statham, Georgia

New Orleans, Louisiana
Carthage, Missouri

Durham County, North Carolina
New Hanover, North Carolina
Ronoke Rapids, North Carolina
New Richmoend, Chio

Communities that Limit Chaining by Time

North Little Rock, Arkansas
Los Angeles, California
Kern County, California
San Bernardino, California
Denver, Colorado

Dania, Florida

Ft. Lauderdale, Fiorida
Hollywood, Florida
Qakland Park, Florida
West Palm Beach, Florida
Wilton Manors, Florida
Orange County, Florida
Pembroke Park, Florida
DeKalb County, Georgia
Bloomington, Indiana
Indianapolis, Indiana

ttp://www.unchainyourdog.org/Laws.htm

Topeka, Kansas

Wichita, Kansas

Jefferson County, Kentucky

Louisville, Kentucky

Baker, Louisiana

East Longmeadow, Massachusetts

Carroll County, Maryland

Frederick County, Maryland

Battle Creek, Michigan

Red Lake Falls, Minnesota

St. Paul, Minnesota

Creve Coeur, Missouri

QO'Falion, Missourt

Laurinburg, North Carolina

Orange County, North Carolina
den, New Jersey

Virginia
West Virginia

Lawton, Oklahoma

Austin, Texas

Big Spring, Texas

Electra, Texas

Ft. Worth, Texas

Georgetown, Texas

Irving, Texas

Live Oak, Texas

Kanawha County, West Virginia

Albuguerque, New Mexico
Laurinburg, North Carolina
Scotland County, North Carolina
North Royalton, Chio
Chagrin Falls, Ohio
Middletown, Ohic

Bartlesville, Oklahoma
Multnomah County, Oregon
Hazleton, Pennsylvania

Oak Ridge, Tennessee
Grand Prairie, Texas
Northampton County, Virginia
Norfolk, Virginia

Smithfield, Virginia
Richmond, Virginia

Virginia Beach, Virginia
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Marion, Indiana

Dodge City, Kansas
Lawrence, Kansas
Leavenworth, Kansas
Overland Park, Kansas

Lower Township, New Jersey
Ocean City, New Jersey

Sea Isle City, New Jersey
Wildwood, New Jersey
Wildwood Crest, New Jersey

Canandaigua, New York

Page 2 of 4

Moundsville, West Virginia
Charleston, West Virginia
Linn, Wisconsin

Racine, Wisconsin

Communities that Permit Tethering if Other Conditions are Met (including trolleys}

Fairhope, Alabama

Little Rock, Arkansas
North Little Rock, Arkansas
Hemet, California
Freemont, California

San Bernardino, California
San Diego, California

San Francisco, California
San Jose, California
Alachua County, Florida

Aurora, lliinois

Noblesville, Indiana

Terre Haute, Indiana

Bowling Green, Kentucky
Baton Rouge, Louisiana
Ouachita, Louisiana

St. Charles Parish, Louisiana
Montgomery County, Maryland
Kansas City, Missouri
Raytown, Missouri

Dennis Township, New Jersey
Bernalillo County, New Mexico
Catawba County, North Carolina
Greenville, North Carolina
Surry, North Carolina

Oak Ridge, Tennessee

Allen, Texas

Lubbock, Texas

Richiand Hills, Texas
Washington D.C.
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DeKaib County, Georgia Lincoln, Nebraska

Statewide Laws

California
2006

Heaith and Safety Code, Division 105, Part 6

Chapter 8. Dog Tethering

{b) No person shall tether, fasten, chain, tie, or restrain a dog, or cause a dog to be tethered, fastened,
chained, tied, or restrained, to a dog house, tree, fence, or any other stationary object.

{c) Notwithstanding subdivision (b}, a person may do any of the following in accordance with Section 537t of
the Penal Code:

(1) Attach a dog to a running line, pulley, or trolley system. A dog shall not be tethered to the running line,
puliey, or trolley system by means of a choke collar or pinch collar.

(2) Tether, fasten, chain, tie, or otherwise restrain a dog pursuant to the requirements of a camping or
recreational area.

(3) Tether, fasten, chain, or tie a dog no longer than is necessary for the person to complete a temporary task
that requires the dog to be restrained for a reasonable period.

(4) Tether, fasten, chain, or tie a dog while engaged in, or actively training for, an activity that is conducted
pursuant to a valid license issued by the State of California if the activity for which the license is issued is
associated with the use or presence of a dog. Nothing in this paragraph shall be construed to prohibit a person
from restraining a dog while participating in activities or using accommodations that are reasonably associated
with the licensed activity.

{5) Tether, fasten, chain, or tie a dog while actively engaged in any of the following:

{A) Conduct that is directly related to the business of shepherding or herding cattle or livestock.

(B) Conduct that is directly related to the business of cultivating agricultural products, if the restraint is
reasonably necessary for the safety of the dog.

{d) A person who violates this chapter is guilty of an infraction or a misdemeanor.

(1) An infraction under this chapter is punishable upon conviction by a fine of up to two hundred fifty dollars
($250) as to each dog with respect to which a violation occurs.

(2) A misdemeanor under this chapter is punishable upon conviction by a fine of up fo one thousand dollars
($1,000) as to each dog with respect to which a violation oceurs, or imprisonment in a county jail for not more
than six months, or both.

{3) Notwithstanding subdivision (d), animal control may issue a correction warning to a person who violates
this chapter, requiring the owner to correct the violation, in lieu of an infraction or misdemeanor, unless the
violation endangers the health or safety of the animal, the animal has been wounded as a result of the
violation, or a correction warning has previously been issued to the individual.

{e) Nothing in this chapter shall be construed to prohibit a person from walking a dog with a hand-held leash.

10/11/201
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Connecticut

Chapter 435. Dogs and Other Companion Animals. Kennels and Pet Shops

Sec. 22-350a. Tethering and confining of dog for unreasonable period of time. Fine.

Any person who confines or tethers a dog for an unreasonable period of time shall be fined not more than one
hundred dollars for the first offense, not less than one hundred dollars or more than two hundred fifty dollars

for a second offense, and not less than two hundred fifty dollars or more than five hundred dollars for any
subsequent offense.

Nevada
Beginning Oct. 1, 2009

The amended bili, S.B. 132, reflects a limit of 14 hours per day for tethering and also restricts the use of
choke, chain and prong collars in tethering or chaining dogs.

The amendments ciarif'y'that a tether, tie, chain or other restraint must be at least 12 feet long. Dogs tied to a
stationary object must have a restraint that allows the dog to move at least 12 feet. Dogs tied on trolleys or
pulleys must be able to move a total of at least 12 feet.

The amended version does not specify pen sizes for dogs but does state enclosures should be appropriate for
the size and breed of the dog.

The bill would not apply to dogs (1) kept by veterinarians or in a boarding facility or shelter or temporarily at a
campsite or as part of a rescue operation, (2) being trained for hunting or used for hunting during hunting
season, {3) entered in an exhibition, show, contest or the like; (4) living on land that is directly related to an
active agricultural operation if the restraint is reasonably necessary to ensure the safety of the dog; (5) whose
owners are engaged in a temporary task up to one hour.

"[Algricuitural operation" means "any activity necessary for the commercial growing and harvesting of crops or
the raising of livestock and poultry.”

Texas (read complete law)

Sec.A821.077. UNLAWFUL RESTRAINT OF DOG.

(@) An owner may not leave a dog outside and unattended by use of a restraint that unreasonably limits the

dog's movement: between the hours of 10 p.m. and 6 a.m.;within 500 feet of the premises of a school; or in

the case of extreme weather conditions,including conditions in which: the actual or effective outdoor

temperature is below 32 degrees Fahrenheit; a heat advisory has been issued by a locai or state authority or

j{;xrisdiction; or a hurricane, tropical storm, or tornado warning has been issued for the jurisdiction by the
ational

Weather Service.

In this section, a restraint unreasonably limits a dog 's movement if the restraint:uses a collar that is pinch-
type, prong-type, or choke-type or that is not properly fitted to the dog;is a length shorter than the greater of:
five times the length of the dog, as measured from the tip of the dog ’s nose to the base of the dog ’s tail; or 10
feet;is in an unsafe condition; or causes injury to the dog.

Virginia
Title 3.1

"Adequate space" ... When an animal is tethered, "adequate space” means a tether that permits the above
actions and is appropriate to the age and size of the animal; is attached to the animal by a properly applied
collar, haiter, or harness configured so as to protect the animal from injury and prevent the animal or tether
from becoming entangled with other objects or animals, or from extending over an object or edge that could
result in the strangulation or injury of the animal; and is at least three times the length of the animal, as
measured from the tip of its nose to the base of its tail, except when the animal is being walked on a leash or
is attached by a tether to a lead-ie. When freedom of movement would endanger the animal, temporarily and

34

ttp://www.unchainyourdog.org/Laws.htm 10/11/201
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appropriately restricting movement of the animal according to professionally accepted standards for the
species is considered provision of adequate space.

Section 796.68. Care of animals by owner; penalty.

A. Each owner shall provide for each of his companion animals:

4. Adequate space in the primary enclosure for the particular type of animal depending upon its age, size,
species, and weight;

West Virginia

http://www.polsci.wvu.edu/ipa/par/reporter24_1.pdf

Chapter 61-8-19. Cruelty to animals; penalties; exclusions.

(a) If any person ... cruelly chains any animal ..., he or she is guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon conviction

thereof, shall be fined not less than three hundred nor more than two thousand dollars or confined in jail not
more than six months, or both.

{top]

Communities that Prohibit Chaining

Fayetteville, Arkansas
April, 2007 - See news story

Direct point chaining is prohibited. Dogs may be restrained by means of a trolley system if the owner is
present.

Maumelle, Arkansas
The ordinance, which is regarded as the first of its kind, prohibits tethering dogs fo stationary objects, such as
dog houses. In addition, it requires that dogs be provided with approved housing:

Confinement of Animals: From and after the passage of this Ordinance any person owning animals whether
vaccinated or unvaccinated, licensed or unlicensed, shall confine such animal within an adequate fence or
enclosure, or within a house, garage or other building in conformance with Maumelle Bil! of Assurance orits
successor. Animals shall not be tied or chained to dog houses, or other stationary objects, but must be in an
approved enclosure. Sterilized cats are exempt from confinement.

The ordinance also mandates that dog enclosures must provide at least one hundred and fifty square feet of
space for dogs over six months of age.

Tucson, Arizona :

Tucson’s ordinance does not apply sofely to dogs. A person has thirty days once they are found chaining an
animal to provide other means of confinement, as long as other conditions of confinement and care are being
met.

Tucson Code Sec. 4-3(2) Tieouts (tethering) are prohibited. However, if an animal is found on a tieout, the
owner of the animal may be permitted to keep the animal on the tieout for less than, but in no case more than,
thirty (30) days from the discovery of the tieout. in determining whether to grant this permission, the
enforcement agent may take into consideration the owner's past record with the subject animal and with other
animals. In addition, this permission may be granted only on condition that the owner and the tieout, when
found, are in compliance with all the applicable laws relating to animals, including the tieout provisions of
former subsection ()(2) which were as follows:

On a tieout, consisting of a chain, leash, wire cable or similar restraint attached to a swivel or puiley. A tieout
shall be so located as to keep the animal exclusively on the secured premises. Tieouts shall be so located that
they cannot become entangled with other objects. Collars used to attach an animal to a tieout shall not be of a
choke type. No tieout shali employ a restraint which is less than ten (10) feet in length.

tp://www.unchainyourdog.org/Laws.htm 10/11/201


http://www.polsei.wvu.edu/ipa/par/reporter24_1.pdf

Inchain Your Dog.org | Improve Dog Chaining or Tethering Laws/Ordinances Page 5 of 4

Further, the grace period is null and void immediately if the owner and the Tieout are not, at any time during
the grace period, in compliance with the afore-mentioned tieout provisions and all the other applicable laws
relating to animals.

Non-compliance with any of the foregoing provisions in this subsection (e)(2) may result in the impoundment
of the animal at any time. [Additional language requires a hearing}
(3} Temporary tethering for horses is exempt from the provisions of subsection {&}(2) above.

Sec. 4.97(2)

It shall be unlawful for any dog owned, possessed, kept, or harbored or maintained to be at large upon or
about the private property of any person, including that of the owner of such dog. Confinement shali be
accomplished by means of a fence or similar enclosure of sufficient strength and height to prevent the dog
from escaping therefrom, or inside a house or other building, to keep the dog exclusively on the premises
where secured. Tieouts are prohibited.

(3)Temporary tethering for horses is exempt from the provisions of Tucson Code, subsection 4-3(2)(e)(2).
Sec. 4-3(4). Any person violating the provisions of this section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.

Miami, Florida - April 2008
Tethering is prohibited unless the owner is outside with the dog and other requirements are met.

The Preamble to Miami’s new ordinance notes: “improper tethering and care of dogs is atrocious and made
worse by the extreme heat in South Florida” and “improper tethering of dogs is problematic, injurious and can
be life threatening to dogs.”

{a) As used in this section, tether means to restrain a dog by tying the dog to any object or structure, including
without limitation a house, tree, fence, post, garage, or shed, by any means, including without limitation a
chain,

rope, cord, leash, or running line. Tethering shall not include using a leash to walk a dog.

(b) it shali be unlawful for a responsible party to tether the dog while outdoors, except when all of the following
conditions are met:

(1) The dog is in visual range of the responsible party, and the responsibie party is located outside with the
dog.

(2) The tether is connected to the dog by a buckle-type collar or a body harness made of nylon or leather, not
less than one inch in width.

(3) The tether has the following properties: it is at least five times the length of the dog's body, as measured
from the tip of the nose to the base of the tail; it terminates at both ends with a swivel; it does not weigh more
than

1/8 of the dog's weight; and it is free of tangles.

(4) The dog is tethered in such a manner as to prevent injury, strangulation, or entanglement.

(5) The dog is not outside during a period of extreme weather, including without limitation extrermne heat or
near-freezing temperatures, thunderstorms, tornadoes, tropical storms, or hurricanes.

(8) The dog has access to water, shelter, and dry ground.

(7) The dog is at least six (6) months of age. Puppies shall not be tethered.

{8) The dog is not sick or injured.

(9) Pulley, running line, or trolley systems are at least 15 feet in length and are less than 7 feet above the
ground.

(10} If there are multiple dogs, each dog is tethered separately.

Okaloosa, Florida (population 100,000)
Tethering dogs and cats is prohibited.

Sec. 5-28. Restraint and confinement to property. (d) Dogs or cats shall not be chained, tied, fastened or
otherwise tethered to dog houses, trees, fences or other stationary objects as a means of confinement to
property.

Blakely, Georgia - March 2008
Tethering dogs and cats is prohibited.

www.sarlycountynews.com

Chaining or tying dogs is no longer tion for city residents. The Blakely City Council voted at its March 4,

ttp://www.unchainyourdog.org/Laws.htm 10/11/201
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2008 meeting to adopt a change in the city's animal control ordinance that prohibits tethering dogs and
requires owners to provide a pen or fenced yard instead.

In addition, the ordinance requires that owners prevent their animals from becoming nuisances to others and
that when not secured in a pen or fenced yard, dogs must be on a leash held by an able-bodied person.

Chatham County, Georgia

August 12, 2005
This ordinance prohibits the tethering of dogs and cats to any object, stationary or otherwise, in
unincorporated areas of the county.

§ 22-139 Tethering.

It shall be prohibited in unincorporated Chatham County to retain or confine to property of dogs or cats in a
manner achieved by stationary or non-stationary dog houses, barrels or other stationary object as such means
of confinement within the property.

22-137 Animal Neglect
A person that is the owner or custodian of any animal may be found to be guilty of animal neglect by a finding
that any one or more of the following conditions were allowed to exist:

a) Lack of immediately available proper drinking water or inadequate supply of drinkable water

b) Lack of wholesome, palatable, free from contamination food or sustenance to be provided in sufficient
quantity

c) failure to provide an animal sufficient space to stand to full height, turn around, lay dog and make normal
postural adjustments for comfort

d) the lack of providing a stationary shelter from weather such as sun, rain, wind, or inclement weather or to
maintain said shelter in a clean, sanitary condition free of excrement and unreasonable objectionable odors.
e) to have an animal in possession that is known to or suspected to have an injury, accidental or deliberate, or
to exhibit any signs of disease, shock, temperature fluctuations, tremors, swelling, open wounds, inability to
eat, blistering or abnormal bleeding, partial paralysis, discharging blood or mucus. failure to arrange for
medical care.

Cobb County, Georgia

Sec. 10-11. Control of Animal.

(a) General Control.Restraint of dogs and/or animals shall be maintained as follows:

a. When upon the premises of the owner, all animals shall be kept indocrs or in a primary enclosure as
defined by this chapter in such a manner as to contain the animal within the bounds of the owner's premises,
or

on a leash in the hands of a person that possesses the ability to restrain the animal. Tethering as a means of
primary enclosure is not permitted.

Gwinett County, Georgia
http://www.gwinnettcounty.com/departments/animal_welfare/pdf/Animal_Cantroi_Ordinance.pdf

Sec. 10-29. Restraint.

(a) It shall be unlawful for any owner or possessor of any dog to fail to keep the dog under restraint or control
as provided for in this section.

(b) A dog is considered not under restraint or control when it is running at large, whether wearing a collar and
tag or not. Reasonable care and precautions shall be taken to prevent the dog from leaving the real property
limits of its owner, possessor, or custodian, and ensure that:

(1) ltis securely and humanely enclosed within a house, building, fence, pen or other enclosure out of which it
cannot climb, dig, jump, or ctherwise escape on its own volition; and that such enclosure is securely locked at
any time the animal is left unattended; or

(2) It is securely and humanely restrained by an invisible containment system. If using an invisible containment
system, a sign must be posted on the property indicating that the system is in place; or

(3) Itis on a leash and under the control of a competent person; or it is off leash and obedient to and under
voice command of a competent person who is in the immediate proximity of the dog any time itis not
restrained as provided for in subsection (1) or (2) above while on the owner's property.

(4) it shall be unlawful for the owner or possessor of any animal to restrain or anchor an animal by means of a
tether, chain, cable, rope or cosd-unless the tether or other restraint is being held by a competent person.

2
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New Orleans, Louisiana
Stationary confinement by tethering considered cruel freatment.

Sec. 18-2.1

(a) Shelter and Care.

{1) Shelter must be sanitary, of sound construction, and provide adequate protection from the cold and heat.
Sheiter must be placed in a dry area free of debris, feces, and standing water. It must have at least three sides
and a weatherproof roof, have a solid sanitary floor, be adequately ventilated; provide shelter from wind, rain,
sun and the elements at all times. Suitable drainage must be provided so that water is not standing in or
around the shelter.

(2) Shelter must be large enough for the animal to stand, turn around, and lie down without touching the sides
or top of the shelter,

(3) When outdoor temperatures reach freezing levels, all cats, dogs, and small domestic animals must be
moved indoors or to an area that provides heat and shelter from the weather.

(4) All areas where animals are kept shall be cleaned regularly so that fecal matter is disposed of so not to
attract insects or rodents, become unsightly or cause objectionabie odor.

(5) An animal control officer may remove an animal that is living in conditions that do not meet standards
outfined in 18-2.1. If modifications to the shelter or living area do not meet the standards within five business
days, that animal becomes the property of the LA/SPCA.

(6) if multiple animals are present in one location, each animal must have a separate and clean food bowl.
Each animal must have access to shelter and the owner must meet all standards as detailed in this section.

{b) Tethering. No animal shall be tethered as a primary means of stationary confinement; stationary
confinement by tethering shail be considered cruel treatment.

Carthage, Missouri
December 8, 1892 - Tethenng dogs is prohibited.

Sec 4-7 (a) All dogs must be confined within a fenced area, unless on a leash not longer than six feet long. At
ne time may any dog be tied to or leashed to inanimate objects i.e. trees, posts, etc. (b) Persons found guilty
of violating this section will be liable to fines ranging from: $25.00 - $200.00. However, if said dog has been
spayed or neutered the fines may be reduced, upon provided proof.

New Hanover, North Carolina
Chaining or tethering dogs is prohibited. A chain or rope is not to be used in place of a leash when walking
dogs.

Sec. 3.4 (d) Restraint: An animal is under restraint within the meaning of this chapter if it is controlled by
means of a leash, or is sufficiently near the owner or handler to e under his direct control and is obedient to
that person’s command; or is on or within a vehicle being driven or parked; or is within a secure enclosure.
Exceptions to restraint are as follows: Organized and lawful animal functions e.g. hunting, obedience training,
field and water training, law enforcement training and/or in the pursuit of working or competing in those legal
endeavors. When a dog is on the property of its owner of guardian it shail be secured when not supervised by
a competent person. Ropes, chains, and the like shall not constitute adequate security under this ordinance.

Durham County, North Carolina
September 2008
From www.indyweek.com:

By a 4-1 vote, Durham County Commissioners Monday night passed several amendments to a local
ordinance that outlaws the unattended tethering of dogs, effective Jan. 1, 2010. Tethering is defined as tying
out or fastening a dog outdoors on a rope, chain or other kind of line; it does not include putting a dog on an
attended leash. The amendments also cover physical space requirements for outdoor enclosures, such as
pens: Dogs less than 20 pounds must have no less than 100 square feet of unobstructed space per animal,
not including a dog house; dogs more than 20 pounds must have no less than 200 square feet.
http://www.durhamcountyne, epartments/bocc/Information/PROPOSED% 20AMENDMENTS%20T0%
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Roanoke Rapids, North Carolina

This ordinance prohibits the tethering of dogs. Alf outdoor animals, cats as well as dogs, must be kept in a 36-
square-foot enclosure per animal with a minimum height of six feet

Section 91.22. Prohibition Against Tethering of Dogs.

A. It shall be unlawful to tether an unattended dog outside of the house.

New Richmond, Ohio - December 2007
Prohibits the tethening of animals (dogs or cats) to any object, stationary or otherwise, within the village limits.

Read news story.

Lawton, Oklahoma {population: 90,000)
This ordinance specifies that a dog may not be chained in his or her own yard.

A. No person shall, at any time, fasten, chain, or tie any dog or cause such dog to be fastened, chained or tied
while such dog is on the dog owner’s property or on the property of the dog owner’s landlord.

B. Any dogs confined within a fenced yard must have an adequate space for exercise based on a dimension
of at least one hundred square feet. Provided, further that where dogs are kept or housed on property without
a fenced yard, the owner of such dogs or persons having custody of such dogs shall provide an enclosure for
such dogs meeting the one hundred square feet dimension. Such enclosure shall be constructed of chain link
or similar type materials with all four sides enclosed. The enclosure shall be of sufficient height to prevent the
dog from escaping from such enclosure. The top of such enclosure shall be covered with materials to provide
the dog with shade and protection from the elements.

Shelter to allow the animal to remain dry and protected from the elements. Such shelter shall be fully enclosed
on three (3) sides, roofed, and have a solid floor. The entrance to the shelter shall be flexible to allow the
animal's entry and exit, and sturdy enough to block entry of wind or rain. The shelter shall be smalf enough to
retain the animal's body heat and large enough to allow the animal to stand and turn comfortably. The
enclosure shall be structurally sound and in good repair. (Ord. 890-18, 6/26/01)

Austin, Texas

Passed by the Austin City Council: June 7, 2007 - Ordinance Effective Date: October 1, 2007

§ 3-2-13 ENCLOSURE FOR DOGS

(A) An outdoor enclosure used to keep six or more dogs, other than puppies less than six months old, must be
located at least 50 feet from an adjacent residence or business, excluding the residence or business of the
owner or handler of the dogs.

(B} An outdoor enclosure used as the primary living area for a dog or used as an area for a dog to regularly
eat, sleep, drink, and eliminate must have at least 150 square feet of space for each dog six months of age or
older,

§ 3-4-2 RESTRAINT REQUIREMENTS FOR DOGS ON PRIVATE PROPERTY.

(A) Except as provided in Subsection (B), a person may not restrain a dog with a chain or tether unless the
person is holding the chain or tether.

{B) The prohibition of Subsectien(A) does not apply to a temporary restraint:
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(1) during a lawful animal event, veterinary treatment, grooming, training, or law enforcement activity; or

(2) that is required to protect the safety or welfare of a person or the dog, if the dog's owner or handler
remains with the dog throughout the period of restraint.

(C) A person restraining a dog with a chain or tether shall attach the chain or tether to a properly fitting collar
or harness worn by the dog. A person may not wrap a chain or tether directly around a dog’s neck. A person
may not restrain a dog with a chain or tether that weighs more than 1/18 of the dog's body weight. A chain or
tether used to restrain a dog must, by design and placement, be unlikely to become entangled.

(D) A person may not restrain a dog in a manner that does not allow the dog to have access to necessary
shelter and water.

(E) A person may not restrain a dog in a manner that allows the dog to move outside the person’s property.

(F) A person may not keep six or more dogs, other than puppies less than six months old, unless the dogs are
kept in an enclosure that meets the requirements prescribed by Section 3-2-13 (Enclosure for Dogs).

Big Spring, Texas
Tethenng is prohibited unless owner is oulside with the dog and in visual contact with the dog.

The ordinance reads: "No person shall, at any time, fasten, chain or tie any dog or cause such dog to be
fastened, chained or tied while such dog is on the owner’s property or on the property of the dog owners
landiord. (Exception - A dog may be tethered to allow for the cleaning of the dog's enclosure or while the
owner is outside with the dog and is in visual contact of the animal at all times to prevent injury to the dog.)

Any dogs confined within a fenced yard must have adequate space for exercise based on a dimension of at
least 100 square feet. Provided, further that where dogs are kept or housed on property without a fenced yard,
the owner of such dogs or persons having custody of such dogs shall provide an enclosure for such dogs
meeting the 100 square feet dimension. Such enclosure shall be constructed of chain fink or similar type
materials with all four sides enclosed. The enclosure shall be of sufficient height to prevent the dog from
escaping from such enclosure. The top of the enclosure shall be covered with materials to provide the dog
with shade and protection from the elements.

Shelter fo allow the animal to remain dry and protected from the elements. Such shelter shall be fully enclosed
on three sides, roofed and have a solid floor. The entrance to the shelter shall be flexible to aflow the animal's
entry and exit, and sturdy enough to block entry of wind and rain. The shelter shall be small enough to retain
the animal's bedy heat and large enough to allow the animal to stand and turn comfortably. The enclosure
shall be structurally sound and in good repair.”

Electra, Texas
Tethering is prohibited, but dogs may be contfrolled by the hand-held use of a rope, leash, or chain.

Ordinance 96-8, Section 111, Restraint: A. 2. Dogs To Be Restrained—dogs shall not be allowed to run at
large. All dogs must be restrained by some physical means; however, a dog shall not be considered at large
when held or controlled by some person by means of a rope, leash, or chain. Dogs may not be tethered and
the tethering of any dog shall be a violation of this chapter.

Georgetown, Texas
June 11, 2008

statesman.com - Tethering is allowed if it is necessary to protect the animal or people, but only if the owner or
handler remains with the dog, according to the proposed ordinance. All-day restraints, such as trolleys in
which a dog's collar is attached by a cord and pulley to a line several feet off the ground, are prohibited under
the proposal.

A properly fitted harness or collar must be used, and the tether cannot be wrapped around the dog's neck.

The tether must not weigh more than one-eighteenth of the animal’s body weight and must be constructed to
prevent the tether from getting tangled.

A dog cannot be restrained in-amanner that restricts its access to water or sheiter.

4o
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Restraints cannot allow the animal to move outside its owner's or handler's property.

Dogs kept outdoors must have at least 150 square feet of space for each animal 6 months old or older if they
are kept in kennel runs or pens.

Dogs that are restrained in any manner must be provided daily exercise.

Ft. Worth Texas - January 2008
Tethering is prohibited

Ordinance 17955-01-2008

The Fort Worth City Council has approved an ordinance banning use of chains, ropes, tethers, leashes,
cables or other devices to attach an unattended dog to a stationary object or trolley system — commonly
known as dog tethering. A dog still must be confined within a secure enclosure at all times.

Under the new ordinance, the tethering of dogs still will be allowed under limited circumstances when the
owner is present, such as at lawful animal events or city dog parks and during veterinary treatment, grooming,
training or law enforcement activity.

Irving, Texas
November 2, 2007

The Irving City Council unanimously approved an ordinance that bans tethering unattended dogs any time,
any place. Irving's ordinance goes beyond a state law that went into effect in September that limits the time
dog owners can tether their pets to between 6 a.m. and 10 p.m. Irving's new law prohibits tying dogs up and
leaving them unattended. Owners are allowed to tether a when they are present if necessary to protect the
animal

or another person. Qwners also may tie up a dog on their property if they are present and the pet is more than
15 feet from the edge of a public street or sidewalk. Dogs also may be tethered in a designated dog park as
long as their owners are present. Read news story

Live Oak, Texas
March, 2007

SECTION 10: Animal Restraint is Required.
{a) It shall be unlawful for any person owning, harboring or in possession of any animal to permit it to be free
of restraint either inside or outside such person's premises.

{b) Any animal permitted to be kept within the City shall not be chained, tied, fastened or other wise tethered
to any stationary or inanimate object as a means of confinement and restraint to property. First time violators
of this provision may be given one (1) to two (2) days grace without penalty to correct a violation of this
provision. Exception from penaity shall not be given in any case where the violation of this provision causes or
contributes to the bodily injury of a person or animal. An animal chained; not having food; not having water;
not having shelter shall be considered separate offenses under this provision and each violation shall carry a
separate penalty.

(c) All animals permitted to be kept within the City must be restrained at all times within the owner's premise,
by a secure fence, or on a leash or lead.

(d) Any dogs confined within a fenced yard must have an adequate space for exercise based on a dimension
of at least one hundred (100) square feet. Provided further that where dogs are kept or housed on property
without a fenced yard, the owner of such dogs or persons having custody of such dogs shall provide an
enclosure for such dogs meeting the one hundred (100) square feet dimension. Such enclosure shall be
constructed of chain link or similar type materials with all four sides enclosed. The enclosure shall be of
sufficient height to prevent the dog from escaping from such enclosure. The top of such enclosure shall be
covered with materials to provide the dog with shade and protection from the elements.

(e} An animal shall not be considered enclosed by a fence or restrained when and if the animal can pass
through, under or over the fen r the gate of the fence is not securely laiched.

Gl
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(f) A dog that can snap or bite a person through a fence shall not be considered enclosed by the fence or
restrained.

(g) An electronic fence shall not be considered to be a fence, and an electronic leash shall not be considered
to be a leash.

{h) A dog will be considered to be leashed only when the leash is six (6) feet or less in length oris a
retractable leash, and is being grasped by an adult, provided that if the dog is less than twenty (20) pounds
then the leash may be grasped by a person who is competent to handle the dog and is over twelve (12) years
of age.

(i} Notwithstanding the prior section, in the event that a dog on a retractable leash causes injury or deathto a
person or animal, the owners and the person holding the retractable leash shall be presumed to be in viclation
of this ordinance unless it is proved that the leash was retracted to no more than six feet at the time of

the injury or damage.

(j) Prosecution of any owner or person in possession of any animal for the offense described herein may be
instituted in the municipal court by any person filing a sworn complaint charging such owner or person in
pessession with such offense.

Kanawha County, West Virginia - August 2009

Anti-tethering law prohibits dogs from being tied up cutside unless their owners are outside with them. The law
also states that animals must have adequate shelter and they cannot be kept outside in extreme weather
conditions.

Read the ordinance on www.kanawha.com

[top]

Communities that Limit Chaining by Time

North Little Rock, Arkansas
2006

WHEREAS, many dogs in North Little Rock have suffered severe injury from being tethered to a fixed location
and neglected; and

WHEREAS, studies by the Humane Society of the United States have shown that tethering a dog to a fixed
location for extended periods of time |nh1b|ts socialization and often results in dogs becoming more territorial
and aggressive; and

WHEREAS, neighborhoods are harmed by the tethering of dogs to 2 fixed location for extended periods
because of the associated concentration of urine and feces within a small area and the damage to the yard.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF NORTH LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS:
SECTION 1: That North Little Rock Municipal Code § 10-41 is hereby amended as follows:

Sec. 10-41. Dog pens confinement.

a. Dog pens. Unless otherwise permitted under subsection d, cutdoor dog pens shall be located 75 feet from
any dwelling other than the person owning or controlling the dog. There shall be at least 150 square feet in
such pen for each dog kept therein which is over six months of age.

b. Tethering. Unless otherwise permitted under subsections ¢ and d, it shall be unlawful for any person to
tether a dog to any inanimate object as a means of confinement.

c. Trolley Systems. A trolley system is a method to confine a dog by tethering the dog to a cable that is no less
than ten (10) feet in length and elevated four (4) to seven (7) feet off the ground in a manner that allows the
tether to move freely along the length of the cable, Unless otherwise permitted under subsection d, it shall be
uniawful for any person to confine a dog through the use of a trolley system:

{1) Between the hours of 8:00 pm and 6:00 am;

(2) That is located within 75 feet from any dwelling other than the person owning or controlling the dog; or

(3) In a manner that poses harm to the dog including, without limitation:

A. The use of a collar or harness that is ill-fitting or constructed of any material other than leather or nylon;

B. The use of a tether that exceeds 25% of the body weight of the dog; or

C. The use of a trolley system in an area that contains hazards to the dog or deprives the dog of food, water,
or shelter.

d. Permit. The Director of the North Little Rock Animal Shelter is hereby authorized to issue permits to aliow
the confinement of adog in a er that would otherwise be prohibited by this section.

o~
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(1) Criteria. No permit shall be issued unless the Director determines that: (i) unusual circumstances warrant
confinement of the dog in this manner; (ii) the welfare of the dog will not be harmed by the confinement; and
{iii) the neighborhood will not be adversely impacted by the confinement.

(2) Inspection. All permits issued under this subsection shall require consent to both scheduled and
unscheduled inspections of the animal and confinement area.

{3) Revocation. The Director shall revoke a permit issued under this subsection if: (i) the holder of the permit is
convicted of any offense under local, state, or federal law involving animal cruelty; or (i) an inspection
indicates that the criteria authorizing the permit are no longer met.

e. Nothing in this section shall be construed to prohibit walking dogs with a hand-held leash.

Kern County, California

2002

This ordinance prohibits the fixed-point tethering of dogs for longer than 12 consecutive hours in a 24-hour
period. Tethers must be at least 15 feet long, weigh no more than one-eighth of the dog's weight, have swivels
on both ends, and attach to a properly-fitting collar or harness.

7.08.115 Restraint.

(a) A dog or puppy shall not be restrained by a fixed point chain or tether for more than twelve (12)
consecutive hours in a twenty-four (24) hour period. This chain shall be at least fifteen (15) feet long.

(b) A dog or puppy may be exclusively restrained by a chain or tether provided that it is at least fifteen (15)
feet in length and attached to a pulley or trolley mounted on a cable which is also at least fifteen (15) feetin
length and mounted no more than seven (7) feet above ground level.

{(c) Any tethering system employed shall not allow the dog or puppy to leave the owner's property.

{d} No chain or tether shall weigh more than one-eighth (1/8) of the dog or puppy’s weight.

(e) Any chain or tether shall be at least fifteen (15) feet in length and have swivels on both ends.

(f) Any chain or tether shall be attached to a properly fitting collar (no choke chain collars) or harness worn by
the animal. (Ord. G-6842 § 5 (part), 2002)

Los Angeles, California

August 3, 2006

This ordinance prohibits the tethering of dogs in most circumstances. A limited period of tethering is allowed
provided that certain conditions are met.

Sec. 53.70. Care and Maintenance of Dogs

D. Tethering. It shall be unlawful for any person to tether, fasten, chain, tie, restrain or cause a dog to be
fastened, chained, tied or restrained to houses, trees, fences, garages or other stationary or highly immobile
objects by means of a rope, chain, strap or other physical restraint for the purpose of confinement, except in
circumstances where all of the following requirements are met:

(1) The tethering shall not be for more time than is necessary for the dog owner or custodian to complete a
temporary task that requires the dog to be physically restrained for a reasonabie period.

(2) The dog must be tethered by a non-choke type collar or a body harness to a tether that is at least three (3)
times the body length of the dog, measured from the dog's nose to the back of the hindquarters and which
tether is free from entanglement.

(3) The dog must have access to food, water and sheiter as described above.

{4) The dog shall be monitored periodically.

This section shall not affect the use of appropriate electronic means of confinement.

San Bernadino, CA E
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February, 2006

Dogs may not be tethered for more than 12 hours a day to a stationary tether,

State of Connecticut
General Assembly, Committee Bill No. 6038

January Session, 2003
AN ACT CONCERNING THE CONFINEMENT AND TETHERING OF DOGS.
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General Assembly convened:

Section 1. Subsection {a) of section 53-247 of the general statutes is repealed and the following is substituted
in lieu thereof (Effective October 1, 2003):

(a) Any person who overdrives, drives when overloaded, overworks, tortures, deprives of necessary
sustenance, mutilates or cruelly beats or kills or unjustifiably injures any animal, or who, having impounded or
confined any animal, fails to give such animal proper care or neglects to cage or restrain any such animal from
doing injury to itself or to another animal or fails to supply any such animal with wholesome air, food and
water, or confines or tethers such animal for an unreasonable period of time or unjustifiably administers any
poisonous or noxious drug or substance to any domestic animal or unjustifiably exposes any such drug or
substance, with intent that the same shall be taken by an animal, or causes it to be done, or, having charge or
custody of any animal, inflicts cruelty upon it or fails to provide it with proper foed, drink or protection from the
weather or abandons it or carries it or causes it to be carried in a cruel manner, or fights with or baits,
harasses or worries any animal for the purpose of making it perform for amusement, diversion or exhibition,
shall be fined not more than one thousand dollars or imprisoned not more than one year or both.

Denver, Colorado
Dogs may not be chained for a period longer than one hour on a chain less than six feet in length.

Sec. 8-131. Cruelty 1o animals prohibited. {b) it shall specifically be cruel, dangerous or inhumane for any
person to: (3) Tether and leave, or permit to be left, unattended any animal on a leash, cord or chain of less
than six feet in length for longer than one hour.

Dania Beach, Florida

July 26, 2005
This ordinance prohibits the chaining of dogs for longer than one hour in any 24-hour period and allows such
tethering only under certain conditions.

Section 5-15. Dogs at large prohibited.

(b} It shall be a violation of this section for the owner of any dog to tie, chain, or otherwise tether a dog...
outdoors; provided, however, that a dog may be temporarily tethered, tied or chained outdoors for a total
period of time not exceeding one hour on any day between the hours of 9:00 am and 6:00 pm if accompanied
by its owner or any person over the age of fifteen years. No dog shall be tethered, tied or chained outdoors at
any time for purposes of fraining on any treadmill device. Dog owners must provide clean, safe and humane
conditions for dogs which are outdoors on private property, which conditions include, but are not limited to,
sufficient food and water, sheiter from cold, heat and rain, with adequate shelter ventilation. )

Fort Lauderdale, Florida

June 16, 2006

This ordinance prohibits the tethering of cats, dogs who are under the age of 6 months, and any dog during
periods of extreme weather or for longer than 15 minutes between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. Any
tethering of dogs during other times must meet certain conditions.

Section 6-35. Supervision a finement, Tethering.
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A It shall be unlawful for any person who owns or any person who is in charge or in controf of any dog or cat
to confine or tether that animal outdoors during periods of extreme weather, such as periods of unusually cold
or hot temperatures, or periods of poor air quality, or when a hurricane or tropical storm warning has been
issued.

B. it shall be unlawful for any person who owns or any person who is in charge or in control of any dog or cat
and who confines that dog or cat outdoors on private property to fail to provide the animal with:

6. A tether, which may be employed subject to the following regulations:

a. It shall be unlawful for any person who owns or any person whao is in charge or in control of any dog that is
under the age of six months to tie, chain, or otherwise tether a dog that is under the age of six months
outdoors. It shail be unlawful for any person who owns or any person who is in charge or in control of any cat
to tie, chain, or otherwise tether a cat outdoors.

b. it shall be unlawful for any person who owns or any person who is in charge or in control of any dog that is
over the age of six months to tie, chain, or otherwise tether a dog outdoors between the hours of 10:00 a.m,
and 5:00 p.m. except that a dog of any age may be temporarily tethered, tied, or chained outdoors for a total
time period not exceeding fifteen minutes. At other times, it is permitted to tie, chain, or otherwise tether a dog
that is over the age of six months outdoors if the dog is harnessed by a properly-fitting body harness that is
fastened to either

i. a tether that is at least ten feet long and that is free from entanglement and that allows the dog to move
unheeded; or

ii. an overhead run, which is an overhead wire at least 10 feet long to which the dog's body harness is
attached by a leash or chain, that allows the dog to move unheeded.

Hollywood, Florida

July 6, 2005
This ordinance prohibits the chaining of dogs between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. and allows tethering
during other times only under certain conditions.

Chapter 92.08 Animal Care; Manner of Keeping.

{C}) Animals maintained on a tether must be in an area free of objects that may cause entanglements. All
tethers must be a minimum of six (6) feet in length and longer if appropriate for breed (i.e., irish Wolfhound,
Borzoi, Great Dane, St. Bernard, etc.). Choke type or prong type collars shall be used only while the animal is
under the handler’s direction control. Between the hours of 10:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., animals shall not be on
a tether outdoors.

Oakland Park, Florida
July 6, 2006

This ordinance prohibits the tethering of cats, dogs who are under the age of 6 months, and any animal during
periods of extreme weather or for longer than 15 minutes between the hours of 10 am. and 5 p.m. Any
tethering of dogs during other times must meet certain conditions.

Section 4.23 Supervision and Confinement; Tethering.

A. It shall be unlawful for any person who owns or any person who is in charge or in control of any dog, cat or
other animal to confine or tether that animal cutdoors during periods of extreme weather or when a hurricane
warning has been issued.

B. It shall be unlawful for any person who owns or any person who is in charge or in control of any dog, cat or
other animal who confines that animal outdoors on private property to fail to provide the animal with:

6. a tether in lieu of a fenced yard which may be employed subject to the following regulations:

a. It shall be unlawful for any person who owns or any persen who is in charge or in control of any dog that is
under the age of six months to tie, chain, or otherwise tether

b. outdoors a dog that is under the age of six months. |t shall be unlawful for any person who owns or any
G
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person who is in charge or in control of any cat to tie, chain or otherwise tether outdoor a cat.

c. It shall be unlawful for any person who owns or any person who is in charge or in control of any dog that is
over the age of six months to tie, chain or otherwise tether outdoors a dog between the hours of 10:00 am and
5:00 pm except that a dog of any age may be temporarily tethered, tied or chained outdoors for a total time
period not exceeding fifteen minutes. At other times, it is permitted to tie, chain or otherwise tether outdoors a
dog that is over the age of six months if the dog is harnessed by a properly fitting body harness that is
fastened to either

i. a tether that is at least ten feet long and that is free from entanglement and that allows the dog to move
unheeded;

it. an overhead run, which is at least ten feet long to which the dog’s body harness is attached by a leash or
chain that allows the dog to move unheeded.

Orange County, Florida
July 12, 2008

This ordinance prohibits the chaining of dogs between the hours of 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. and during periods of
extreme weather. Tethering is allowed during other times only under certain conditions.

Section 5-29. Definitions.

Restraining Device shall mean a chain, cord, or cable, with a minimum length of ten feet, used to confine an
animal on an owner's property. This device must provide for humane, unrestrained range of movement for the
animal to insure that the animal is not exposed to hazard or injury and shall not prevent the animal from
having food, water, shelter, adequate ventilation, protection from the elements or other care generally
considered to be normal and usual. This device shall be proportional in size, weigh no more than 1/8 of the
dog or puppy’s body weight, and designed for use with the specific breed of animal with an appropriate collar.
These devices shall not be used to confine a dog on an owner's property between the hours of 8:00 am and
5:00 pm, 366 days a year and during times of extreme weather, e.g., hurricanes, below freezing conditions.

Pembroke Park, Florida
Sept. 14, 2005

This ordinance prohibits the tethering of dogs for more than one total hour on any day between the hours of §
a.m. and 5 p.m. and all tethering of dogs at other times.

Sec. 4-11. Impoundment and Care of Dogs.

(a) It shall be a violation of this section for the owner, agent, employee, servant or other person having charge
of the premises where any dog is located to tie, chain or otherwise tether a dog outdoors; provided, however,
that a dog may be temporarily tethered, tied or chained outdoors for a total period not exceeding 1 hour on
any day between the hours of 9AM and 5PM if accompanied by its owner or any other person over the age of
fifteen years.

West Palm Beach, Florida
Dogs may not be chained between 10:00 am and 5:00 p.m. year-round.

News Story

Qrdinance No. 2003-028
August 19, 2003

Animals may not be tethered outdoors between 10 a.m. and 5 p.m.

All tethers must be at least 6 feet in length and may not be attached to choke- or prong-type collars unless the
animal is under the handler’s direct control.
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Wilton Manors, Florida

City Commissioners passed an an anti-tethering or anti-chaining ordinance, to wit:

- no one may tether or chain an animal that is younger than 6 months old;

- no one can tether or chain an animal outdoors unless they provide the animal with a properly fitting collar,
the tether or chain is at least 3 times the length of the animal's body, and the animal is not left tethered or
chained for more than 15 minutes between the hours of 10 am. and 5p.m.

- animals tethered or chained outside must have adequate shelters, periodic supervision, and an exercise
area of no less than 150 square feet of space.

- no animal may be tethered or chained outdoors during periods of exitrerne weather or when a hurricane
warning is in effect.

The vote in favor of the ordinance by the city commissioners was unanimous.

DeKaib County, Georgia
July, 2004 - News Story

Any animal that is housed outside of its owner’s house shall be housed in a proper enclosure. The owner shall
also ensure that the proper enclosure contains at least 100 square feet of open space.

Tethering of an animal is prohibited.

As a secondary means of restraint to a proper enclosure, an animal may be attached to a running cable line or
trolley system providing that:

* A running cable line or trolley is set inside a proper enclosure;

o Only one animal may be attached to each running cable line or trolley system;

¢ No animal may be attached to a running cable line or trolley system for more than 12 hours in a twenty-four
hour period;

» No animal may be attached to a running cable line or trolley system between the hours of 10 p.m. and 6
am,;

o Tethers and cables attaching the animal to the running cable line or trolley system must be made of a
substance which cannot be chewed by the animal,

* A running cable line or trofley system must have a swivel installed at each end and be attached to a
stationary object that cannot be moved by the animal;

» The running cable line or trolley system must be at least ten feet in length and mounted at least four feet
and no more than seven feet above ground;

o The length of the tether from the running cable line or trolley system to the animal’s collar should allow
access to the maximum available exercise area and allow the animal free access to food, water, and shelter;

» Be attached to a properly fitted harness or collar not used for the display of a current rabies tag and other
identification; and with enough room between the collar and the dog's threat through which two fingers may fit;
and

+ Be tethered at sufficient distance from any other objects to prohibit the tangling of the cable, from extending
over an object or an edge that could result in injury of strangulation of the animal and be of sufficient distance
from any fence so as to prohibit the animal access to the fence.

Bloomington, Indiana
December 23, 2005

This ordinance prohibits the tethering of animals for more than 10 continuous hours and for more than 12 total
hours in any 24-hour period or for any period of time in conditions that threaten the health or well-being of the
animal.

Chapter 7.36.050 General animal care.

{f) No chain or tether shall weigh more than 1/8 of the animal's body weight.

(g3 Any chain or tether shall be atleast ten (10) feet in length and have swivels on both ends.

P
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(h) Any chain or tether must be attached to a properly fitting buckle-type collar or harness worn by the animal.
Choke collars and pinch collars are prohibited for purposes of tethering an animal to a stationary object or
cable run. A person may not wrap a chain or tether around an animal's neck. A chain or tether used to restrain
an animal must, by design and placement, be unlikely to become entangled.

(i) It shall be unlawful for the owner/guardian of any animal to keep or maintain the animal on a tether for a
period of more than ten (10) continuous hours and no more than twelve (12) hours in any twenty-four (24)
hour period, or for any duration under conditions, which threaten the health, or well being of the animal.

Indianapolis, Indiana
2006

{(a) Every owner or keeper of an animal kept in the consolidated city and county shall see that such

animal:

(1) Is kept in a clean, sanitary and healthy manner and is not confined so as to be forced to stand, sit

or lie in its own excrement; the person(s) responsible for animal(s) shall regularly and as often as
necessary to prevent odor or health and sanitation problems, maintain all animal areas or areas of

animal contact;

(2) Has food that is appropriate for the species in adequate amounts to maintain good health, fresh

potable drinking water where appropriate, shelter and ventilation, including quarters that are protected from
excessive heat and cold and are of sufficient size to permit the animal to exercise

and move about freely;

{3) Shall not be tethered hy use of a choke collar, or on any collar too small for the size and age of
the animal, nor by any rope, chain or cord directly attached to the animal's neck, nor by a leash
less than twelve (12} feet in length, nor by any tether or leash without swivels on both ends, or of
such unreasonable weight as to prevent the animal from moving about freely;

(4) Is protected against abuse, crueity, neglect, torment, overload, overwork, or any other

mistreatment;

(5) Shall provide the reasonably necessary medical care, in addition to the required rabies

vaccination which shall include recommended vaccinations as required by accepted veterinary

standards, and if diseased or injured, or exhibiting symptoms of disease, receives proper care

and is segregated from other animals so as to prevent transmittal of the disease; and

(6) Is maintained in compliance with all applicable federal, state and local laws and all regulations
respecting animal care and control as are adopted by the city department of public safety and in

effect from time fo time.

(b) It shall be unlawful for a person to beat, starve or otherwise mistreat any animal in the city, or to

fail to comply with any requirement of subsection (a) of this section.

{c) It shall be unfawful for any animal to be tethered between the hours of 11:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m.;
or to tether any un-sterilized dog for any period of time unless it is monitored by a competent adult for
the

duration of such tethering; or to tether or confine an animal at a vacant structure or premises for any
purpose or time when it is not monitored by a competent aduit who is present at the property for the
duration of such tethering or confinement.

Marion, Indiana
May 2006

This crdinance prohibits the tethering of animals for more than 3 hours in any 24-hour period.

13-2000: (J} Proper Restraints. No animal shall be tied or fastened by any rope, chain, or cord that is directly
attached to the animal's neck. Restrained animals must wear a properly fitted collar or harness made of
ieather or nylon, not of the choker type. This is not to prohibit the proper use of choker collars in the training of
animals. The tying device shall be attached to the animal's collar or harness and shall be at least twelve (12)
feet of free length. If a chain is used, such chain shall not have a total weight of more than one-eighth of the
restrained animal's body weight. All animals tethered on the owner's property shall not be able to get closer
than three (3) feet from any fence or from another tethered animal.

No animal will be tethered for more than three (3) hours during any 24 hour

period. Reasonable exercise will be provided for the animal by the owner. An animal in estrus shall not be
restrained by rope, chain, or cord but shall be contained in a six-sided enclosure which prohibits the access of
an animal of the opposite sex.

Dodge City, Kansas \_{
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Dogs may not be chained or tethered for more than an hour at a time, and chains must be at least ten feet in
length.

News Story
Chapter 2-108. Tethering of dogs restricted.

It shali be unlawful for any person to continuously tether a dog for more than one continuous hour, except that
tethering of the same dog may resume after a hiatus of three continuous hours, for up to three hours total time
on tether per day.

{a) For the purpose of tethering a dog, a chain, leash, rope or tether shall be at least ten feet in length.

{(b) A chain, leash, rope, collaring device, tether, or any assembly or attachments thereto used to tether a dog
shall not weight more than one-eighth of the animal’s body weight, or due to weight, inhibit the free movement
of the animal within the area tethered.

(c) Dogs shall be tethered in such a manner as to prevent injury, strangulation, or entanglement on fences,
trees, or other manmade or natural obstacles.

{d) It is unlawful to attach chains, ropes or other restraints implements directly to a dog without the proper use
of a collar, harness, or other device designed for that purpose and made from a material that prevents injury to
the animal..

Lawrence, Kansas
Dogs may not be chained for more than one hour at at time.

News Story

The proposed ordinance -- based on one passed in Wichita — would prohibit people from keeping a dog
chained for more than one hour at a time, for a maximum of three hours a day, with required three-hour
breaks between chainings. Violations would result in a minimum fine of $100, and the municipal judge would
have the authority to sentence violators to six months in jail.

Leavenworth, Kansas

June 13, 2006

This ordinance prohibilts the tethering of dogs for more than two continuous hours or six total hours in any 24-
hour penod. A hiatus of three or more continuous hours must separate tethering sessions.

Sec. 18-44. Restriction on dogs leashed or tethered on private property.

Any dog leashed, or otherwise tethered on private property shall be restricted from movement closer than ten
feet to the property line of the premises or any public sidewalk or right-of-way, unless such dog is muzzled or
fenced in.

No person shall continuously tether or stake a dog for more than two continuous hours, except that tethering
or staking of the same deg may resume after a hiatus of three continuous hours, for up to six hours total time
on a tether or stake per day. Provided, that this provision shall not apply to businesses utilizing dogs for
security during non-business hours.

Overland Park, Kansas
Some relief from chaining must be granted.

Chap. 6.09.025 A. No owner, keeper or harborer of an animal shall fail to provide the animal with adequate
care, adequate food, adequate water, adequate health care, and adequate shelter. Such shelter should be
clean, dry, and compatible with the condition, age and species. An animal must also have the opportunity for
adequate daily exercise. This requires that an owner must offer scme freedom from continuous chaining,
stabling and tethering. All restraints placed on an animal must be such that it prevents the animal from being
tangled or injured by the restraint. The area where animals are kept must also be kept free from unsanitary
conditions and vermin-harboring debris.

Topeka, Kansas
January 18, 2005

This ordinance prohibits the tethering of dogs for more than one hour at a time and more than three total hours
in any 24 hour period. Dogs m taken off tethers for at least three continuous hours between tethering

ttp://www.unchainyourdog.org/Laws.htm 10/11/201



nchain Your Dog.org | Improve Dog Chaining or Tethering Laws/Ordinances Page 19 of 4

periods. Tethers must be at least 10 feet long, weigh no more than one-eighth of the dog’s weight, attach to a
proper collar or harness, and may not inhibit the dog’s free movement or cause injury, strangulation, or
entanglement. Dogs on tethers must have access to shade, shelter, and a tip-proof water supply. Dogs may
not be tethered in areas open to teasing or attacks or where the ground becomes wet or muddy.

Section 18-4 (a): It shall be unlawful for any person to:

(5)(a) To attach chains or tethers, restraints or implements directly to a dog without the proper use of a collar,
harness, or other device designed for that purpose and made from a material that prevents injury to the
animal.

(b} No person shall:

(1) Continuously tether a dog for more than one (1) continuous hour, except that tethering of the same dog
may resume after a hiatus of three (3) continuous hours, for up fo three (3) hours total time on tether per day;
provided that for the purpose of tethering a dog, a chain, leash, rope or tether shall be at least ten (10) feet in
length; or

(2) Use a tether or any assembly or attachments thereto to tether a dog that shall weigh more than one eighth
(1/8) of the animal's body weight, or due to weight, inhibit the free movement of the animal within the area
tethered; or

(3) Tether a dog on a choke chain or in such a manner as to cause injury, strangulation, or entanglement of
the dog on fences, trees, or other man made or natural cbstacles; or

(4) Tether a dog without access to shade when sunlight is likely to cause overheating, or appropriate sheiter to
provide insulation and protection against cold and dampness when the atmospheric temperature fails below
forty (40) degrees Fahrenheit, or to tether a dog without securing its water supply so that it cannot be tipped
over by the tether; or

(5) Tether a dog in an open area where it can be teased by persons or an open area that does not provide the
dog protection form [sic] attack by other animals; or

(8) Tether an animal in an area where bare earth is present and no steps have been taken to prevent the
surface from becoming wet and muddy in the event of precipitation.

Wichita, Kansas
Dogs may not be chained for more than one hour at time or more than three hours a day.

Section 6.04.040 Control and protection of animals in general.
{d) 1t is unlawful for any person to:

{13) Continuously picket a dog for more than one continuous hour, except that picketing of the same dog may
resume after a hiatus of three continuous hours, for up to three hours total time on picket per day.

(e) For the purpose of picketing a dog, a chain, leash, rope, or tether shall be at least ten feet in length.

{f) A chain, leash, rope, collaring device, tether, or any assembly or attachments thereto used to picket a dog
shall not weigh more than one-eighth of the animals body weight, or due to weight, inhibit the free movement
of the animal within the area picketed.

(9) Dogs shall be picketed in such a manner as to prevent injury, strangulation, or entanglement on fences,
trees, or other man made or natural obstacles.

(h) It is unlawful to attach chains or other tether restraint implements directly to a dog without the proper use of
a collar, harness, or other device designed for that purpose and made from a material that prevents injury to
the animal. (Ord. No. 45-784 § 1: Ord. No. 44-281 § 11)

Jefferson County, Kentucky
Chaining a dog for more than eight hours in a twenty-four hour penod is prohibited.

1. For all animals except puppies and dogs, restraint shall mean on the premises of the owner, or if off the
premises of the owner, under restraint by means of a lead or leash and under the control of a responsible
person.

2. For puppies and dogs restraint shall mean on the premises of the owner and confined in a secure enclosure
as previously defined, or accompanied by the owner on the owner's property and under their direct control. If

o0
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off the premises of the owner, the animal must be restrained by a lead or leash and under the control of a
responsible person.

3. A dog or puppy may be restrained by a fixed point chain or tether for no more than eight hours in a twenty-
four hour period.

4. A dog may be exclusively restrained by a chain or tether provided that it is at least ten feet in length and
attached to a pulley or trolley mounted on a cable which is also at least ten feet in length and mounted no
more than seven feet above ground level.

5. Any tethering system employed shall not allow the dog or puppy to leave the owners property.

6. No chain or tether shall weigh more than 1/8 of the dog or puppy's body weight.

7. Any chain or tether shall be at least ten (10} feet in length and have swivels on both ends.

8. Any chain or tether must be attached to a properly fitting collar or harness worn by the animal.

(C)Any dog or cat which is impounded a second time for violation of restraint requirements within a twelve
month period, the owner shall have the animal spayed or neutered within seven days of the redemption.
Verification from the veterinarian performing the surgery shali be provided to the Division in writing within
saven days of the surgery.

Louisville, Kentucky
Restraint

(2) For puppies and dogs restraint shall mean on the premises of the owner and confined in a secure
enclosure as previously defined, or accompanied by the owner on the owner's property and under their direct
control. If off the premises of the owner, the animal must be restrained by a lead or leash and under the
control of a responsible person.

{a) It is prohibited to exclusively restrain a dog or puppy by a fixed-point chain or tether. A fixed-point restraint
may be used temporarily but not to exceed one (1) hour in a twenty-four (24) hour period.

Baker, Louisiana
Dogs may not be chained for more than one hour at a time.

News Story

New Orleans, Louisiana

June 20, 2002
Sec. 18-2.1. Minimum standards of care for animals (including fow!).

(b) Tethering. No animal shall be tethered as a primary means of stationary confinement; stationary
confinement by tethering shall be considered cruel treatment.

Montgomery County, Maryland
Amendment to the existing State and County laws against cruefty to animals to inciude certain practices
involving the unattended restraint of a dog.

Article 11, Chapter 5, Sec. 5-201
|. Definitions. (C) “Tether” means attaching a dog to a stationary object or pulley run by means of a chain,
rope, tether, cable, or similar restraint. “Tether” does not include the use of a leash to walk a dog.

Il. Prohibited Conduct. A person must not tether a dog under circumstances that endanger its health, safety, or
well being, including: (A) tethering a dog by any means other than a harness; (B) tethering a dog between the
hours of midnight and five a.m. unless the Director grants a waiver based on extraordinary circumstances after
determining that the proposed tethering will be safe and humane; (C) unattended tethering of a dog during a
weather emergency, or a dog-control emergency declared by the Executive, the Director, or the County Health
Officer; (D) using a tether that weighs more than 1/8 of the dog’s bodyweight; (E) using a tether that is less
than five times the length of the dog, as measured from the tip of its nose to the base of its tail; (F) tethering
that unreasonably limits a dog’s movement; (G) tethering under conditions where the dog or tether can
become entangled on the tether gesqme other object; (H) tethering that restricts a dog’s access to suitable

S
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and sufficient food, clean water, and appropriate shelter; (1) tethering in unsafe or unsanitary conditions; (J)
tethering that does not allow a dog to defecate or urinate in an area separate from the area where it must eat,
drink, or lie down; or (K} tethering that causes injury, stress, or demonstrable socialization problems.

Iit. Failure to provide relief to a dog in distress when exposed to any of the conditions listed in subsection ll is
proof that the dog was improperly, i.e., cruelly, tethered.

East Longmeadow, Massachusetts
May 1, 2006

This ordinance prohibits the outside confinement of dogs between the hours of 11 p.m. and 6 a.m. and allows
the confinement of dogs outside for more than six total hours in any 24-hour period only when certain
conditions are met. .

8.025 Prolonged Confinement of Dogs Qutside

{A) Prolonged Chaining or Tethering of Dogs is Prohibited.

No person owning or keeping a dog in the town shall chain or tether a dog to a stationary object
including but not limited to any structure, dog house, pole or tree for longer than six total hours in
any twenty-four hour period. Nothing in this section shall be construed as prohibiting a person
from walking a dog on a hand-held leash.

(B) Permissible Outside Confinement.
A person owning or keeping a dog in the town may confine such dog outside for longer than six
total hours in a twenty-four hour period through the used of any of the following three methods:

(1) A pen or secure enclosure, if the following conditions are met:

(a) The pen or secure enclosure has adequate space for exercise with a dimension
of at least one-hundred square feet. Commercial dog kennels with pens intended
for the temporary boarding of dogs are exempt from this requirement.

{b) The pen or secure enclosure is constructed with chain link or other similar
material as determined by the Building Inspector, with all four sides enclosed.

(2} A fully fenced or otherwise securely enclosed yard wherein a dog has the ability
to run but is unabie to leave the enclosed yard.

(3} A trolley system or a tether attached to a pulley on a cable run, if the following
conditions are met:
{a) Only one dog may be tethered to each cable run.

{b) The tether must be attached to a properly fitting collar or harness worn by the
dog, with enough room between the collar and the dog's throat through which two
adult fingers may fit. Choke collars and pinch collars are prohibited for the
purposes of tethering a dog to a cable run.

{c) There must be a swivel on at least one end of the tether to minimize tangling of
the tether.

{d) The tether and cable run must be at least ten feet in length and mounted at
least four feet but not more than seven feet above ground level.

(e) The length of the tether from the cable run to the dog's collar or harness must
allow continuous access to water and appropriate shelter as described in
paragraph (C) of this by-law. The trolley system or tether must be of appropriate
configuration to confine the dog to the owner's property, to prevent the trolley
system or tether from extending over an object or an edge that could result in injury
or strangulation of the dog; and to prevent the trolley system or tether from
becoming tangled with other objects or animals.

{C) Access to Water and Shelter.

Any person owning or keeping a dog in the town confined outside in accordance with Paragraph
(B) of this section must provide the dog with access to water and an appropriate dog shelter. The
dog sheiter must allow the dog to remain dry and protected from the elements. Such shelter shali
be fully enclosed on three sides, roofed, and have a solid floor. The entrance to the shelter shall
be flexile to aliow the dog's entry and exit, and sturdy enough to block entry of wind and rain.
The shelter shall be small enough to retain the dog's body heat and large enough to allow the
dog to stand and turn comfortably. The enclosure shall be structurally sound and in good repair.

e
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Suitable drainage must be provided so that water is not standing in or around the shelter.

(D) No Qutside Confinement at Night.
No person owning or keeping a dog in the town may leave a dog chained, tethered or confined
outside between the hours of 11:00 p.m. and 8:00 a.m.

Carroll County, Maryland
2006

A. The owner of a dog shall keep the dog under restraint or effective control at all times.

B. The owner of an animal shall prevent the animal, except a cat, from leaving the owner's property
unattended or unrestrained.

C. The owner of a dog shall not tie, chain, cable or in any way tether a dog outside for more than 12 hours a
day {and at no time between 11:00 p.m. and 6:00 a.m.).

D. A tether to confine a dog shall be a minimum of 4% times the length of the dog (nose to tail base) and
under no circumstances less than 10 feet long.

E. The tether shall have swivels at both ends to prevent kinking and knotting. The area covered shall be
maintained so that the tether cannot become entangled and positioned so that the dog cannot wrap the tether
around posts, trees, debris or hang by jumping a fence or guardrail.

F. The owner of animal(s) that are fenced shall erect fencing normally considered suitable for the species and
type of animal to be contained. Fencing shall be appropriate so as to keep the intended animals restrained
within its boundaries. Fencing shall be monitored, well maintained and kept in good repair. In the case of a
dog, if the owner utilizes an “invisible fence" to restrain a dog it may only be used if it consistently and
effectively restrains the dog and is appropriate to be used for the dog in question. No aggressive dog may be
restrained behind an “invisible fence”.

G. All areas where animals are confined shall be maintained so as to provide a safe and healthy environment
for the animals within the confinement.

Frederick County, Maryland

October 2008
http://www.amlegal.com/nxt/gateway.dll/Maryland/frederickco_md/frederickcountymarylandcodeofordinances?
f=templates$fn=default.htm$3.0¢vid=amlegal:frederickco_md

§ 1-5-26. PROPER RESTRAINT, SHELTER, PROTECTION AND CARE FOR DOGS.
(A) Restraint requirement,

(1) It shall be unlawful for any person to tether, fasten, chain, tie, restrain or cause a dog to be fastened,
chained, tied or restrained to any stationary or inanimate object by means of a rope, chain, strap or cther
physical restraint for the purpose of confinement for more than ten hours, cumulatively in any 24-hour period.

{2) The dog must be tethered by a non- choke type collar or a body harness to a tether that is at least four
fimes the body length of the dog, measured from the dog's nose to the back of the hindquarters, or at a
minimum be ten feet in length, and which the tether is free from entanglement.

(3) The tether shall have swivels at both ends and all areas of confinement shall be maintained as to provide a
safe and healthy environment for the dog.

{(4) An individual found chaining or tethering an animal in viclation of this section has 30 days to provide other
means of confinement, as long as other conditions of confinement and care are being met. The grace period is
null and void immediately if the owner, at any time during the grace period, is not in compiiance with other
applicable laws relating to animals.

(5) Individuals who do not comply within the 30-day grace period are subject to fines and penalties stipulated
in this chapter,

(B) Shelter and outdoor enclosure requirements.

(1) Proper shelter, including proteetiorrfrom the weather and elements, shall be provided at all times. The

SC
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shelter for a dog shall have a weatherproof roof, enclosed sides, a doorway, and a solid floor raised at least
two inches above the ground. No interior surfaces shall be metal. The shelter shall have an entryway that the
dog can easily enter and sufficient in size for a dog to stand, turn around, lie down, and exit in a natural
manner. The shelter shall have adequate ventilation and protection from temperature extremes at all times.

(2) Bedding, such as wood shavings, straw or other material, shall be provided in sufficient quantity for
insulation. Bedding shall be kept dry.

(3) Shade, separate from the shelter, either natural or manmade, shall be available at all times to a tethered
dog, or a dog confined to an outdoor enclosure.

{4) Any dog confined within an outdoor enclosure must have adequate space for exercise. A minimum of 100
square feet is required. Dogs over 75 pounds must have an additional 50 square feet. Seventy-five square
feet is required for each additional dog kept within the same enclosed area.

(C}) Care requirements.

{1} Any person owning or having care, control or custody of a dog shall provide daily food that is free from
contamination and is of sufficient quantity and nutritive value to maintain the animai in good health.

{2) Potable water must be accessible to the dog at all times.

(3) The dog must receive care and medical treatment for injuries, parasites and disease, sufficient to maintain
the dog in good health.

(4} Any outdoor area where a dog is confined must be kept free of excretions and contaminated materials and
cleaned regularly.

{D) Penalties. A violation of this section may result in a civil citation pursuant to §1-5-53 of this chapter, or
impoundment of the dog(s), or both.

{(Ord. 08-24-500, 9-23-2008}

Battle Creek, Michigan

June 20, 2002
Sec. 18-2.1. Minimum standards of care for animals (including fowl).

{b} Tethering. No animal shall be tethered as a primary means of stationary confinement; stationary
confinement by tethering shall be considered cruel treatment.

Red Lake Falls, Minnesota

Subd. 1. Tethering. No animal shall be tethered as a primary means of stationary confinement. Stationary
confinement by tethering shall be considered cruel freatment.

a. It shalt be unlawful for any person owning or in possession of any animal to keep that animal chained, tied,
fastened or otherwise tethered as a means of confinement and restraint to property for more than 10
continuous hours in a 24 hour period.

Subd. 2. That the animal, if not tethered, shall be within an enclosure that shall be constructed of material, and
in a manner to minimize the risk of injury to the animal, and shall encompass sufficient usable space to keep
the animal in good condition not smaller than a 100 square foot area and appropriate for the size or number of
the animals.

Section 503.15. CARE OF PREMISES

Subd. 1. Clean shelter. Every structure and yard in which animails or fow! are kept shall be maintained in a
clean and sanitary condition and free of all rodents, vermin, and objectionable odors. The interior walls,
ceilings, floors, partitions and appurtenances of any such structure shall be whitewashed or painted as the
health officer shali direct. Upon the complaint of any individual or otherwise, the heaith officer shall inspect
such structure or yard and issue any such order as may be reasonably necessary to carry out the provisions
of Part 4.

8t. Paul, Minnesota
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Saint Paul, Minnesota

November 3, 2004

This ordinance prohibits the chaining of dogs for more than two hours at one time, requires a minimum of a
two-hour relief period between confinements, and limits the total hours of chaining allowed per day to eight.
Tethers must be least three times the length of the animal and weigh no more than 10 pounds. Tethers must
allow the dog access to shelter and water and can be used only in area where it will not become tangled
around objects.

Chapter 200.17 (¢) Chains, Kennels, Tethers and Tie outs: Chains, tethers or tie outs must be at least three
(3) times the length of the animal secured to it and may not exceed ten (10) pounds in total weight. ... Any
animal secured with a tie out must be so¢ in area that would not allow the animal to become tangled around
objects while allowing access to shelter and water. ... Animals restrained by a chain, tether, or other tie out
device shall not be secured to any stationary object for more than two consecutive hours, with at least a two
hour rest or relief period between each chaining, and no more than four two hour chaining periods in a 24 hour
period.

Creve Coeur, Missouri

April, 2005 - Dogs may not be chained for more than eight continuous hours or more than 12 hours in a 24
hour period.

News Story

- Tethers must be at least 15 feet long with a swivel at both ends and must be attached by means of a
properly fitting harness or collar of nylon or leather in proportion to the size of the animal.

- Leaving a dog or cat tethered cutdoors for more than eight continuous hours or more than 12 hours in a 24-
hour period is prohibited

- Tethering a dog or cat under conditions where the animal or tether can become entangled or where the
tether restricts access to "suitable, edible, and sufficient food, clean water (cool in summer and unfrozen in
winter} and appropriate shelter” is prohibited.

- Exposing a dog or cat to "any weather conditions that cause immediate imminent threat to the animal's
physical well-being" is prohibited.

- Tethering a dog or cat outdoors in unsafe or unsanitary conditions or in a way that "does not allow the animal
to defecate or urinate in an area separate from the areas where it must eat, drink, or lie down" is prohibited.

O'Fallon, Missouri
June 2009

From http://suburbanjournals.stitoday.com

The bill, passed by an 8-0 vote, makes it illegal for owners to tie their dogs or cats on a tether in the back yard
for more than eight hours at a time or 12 hours within a 24-hour period. The new law also mandates that
tethers be at least 15 feet long and have a swivel at both ends.

The law also requires that animals have access to shelter in the event of inclement weather and enough
space so that animals would not be forced to eat, sleep and defecate in the same area.

Camden, New Jersey
January 11, 2001

Animais may not be chained or tethered in any manner for more than two consecutive hours.
§ 210-45. Unlawful to chain or tether animals.

Animals shall not be chained, tied, fastened or otherwise tethered to dog houses, trees, stakes, poles, fences,
walls, or any other stationary objects outdoors or indoors as a means of confinement for more than two
consecutive hours in any twenty-four-hour period.

O
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Lower Township, New Jersey
April 19, 2004

This ordinance limits the chaining of dogs to nine hours in any 24-hour period. Tethers must be lightweight, at
least 15 feet long, and tangle free. They must allow a dog to move freely and have access to a doghouse.

Section 166-1 (E) Chaining or Tethering of Dogs: Dogs must be able to move freely when chained or tethered
and shall be confined for a period no greater than nine hours within a twenty-four hour period. The size of the
tether or chain must be a minimum of 15 linear feet and shall remain tangle free. Dogs must be equipped with
properly fitting harness or buckle type collar. The tether or chain shall be constructed of lightweight cable. A
doghouse shall be accessible to dogs that are chained or tethered.

Ocean City, New Jersey
July 21, 2004

This ordinance prohibits the chaining of dogs who have not been spayed or neutered. The chaining of
sterilized dogs for more than nine total hours in any 24-hour period is prohibited. Dogs may not be chained at
all between sunset and sunrise. Tethers must be light-weight, tangle free, attach to a proper collar or harness,
and must not place the animal in any danger.

Chapter 11-1.6. Chaining or Tethering.

a. Dogs must be able to move freely when chained or tethered and shall be confined for a period no greater
than nine (9) hours within a twenty-four (24) hour period. The tether or chain shall be of such length as not to
place the animal in any danger and shall assure that the animal will be confined to the owner's property. The
chain or tether shall be tangle free. Dogs must be equipped with a properly fitting harness or buckle type
collar. The tether must be made of light-weight, yet durable material, or a chain.

b. Dogs that are not spayed or neutered will not be allowed to be tethered or chained for any period of time
and must be in a completely enclosed yard or housed indoors.

¢. No dogs may be tethered or chained after dark (prior to sunrise or after sunset).

Sea Isle City, New Jersey
May 11, 2004

This ordinance limits the chaining of dogs to nine hours in any twenty-four hour period. Tethers must be
lightweight, at least 15 feet long, and tangle free. They must allow a dog to move freely and have access to a
doghouse. Unaltered animals cannot be chained for any period of time. No dogs may be chained after 10:30
p.m.

Subsection 5-3.9 Chaining or Tethering of Dogs: (a) Dogs must be able to move freely when chained or
tethered and shall be confined for a period ne greater than nine hours within a twenty-four hour period. The
size of the tether or chain must be a minimum of 15 linear feet and shall remain tangle free. Dogs must be
equipped with properly fitting harness or buckle type collars. The tether or chain shall be constructed of
lightweight cable. A doghouse shall be accessible to dogs that are chained or tethered. (b) Dogs that are not
spayed or neutered will not be allowed to be chained for any period of time and must be in a completely
enclosed yard or housed indoors. (¢) No dogs may be chained after the hours of 10:30 PM in the evening.

Wildwood, New Jersey
July 14, 2004

This ordinance limits the chaining of dogs to nine hours in any twenty-four hour period. Tethers must be
lightweight, at least 15 feet long, and tangle free. They must allow a dog to move freely and have access to a
doghouse.

Section 8-7.8 Chaining or Tethering of Dogs: Dogs must be able to move freely when chained or tethered and
shall be confined for a period no greater than nine hours within a twenty-four hour period. The size of the
tether or chain must be a minimum of 15 linear feet and shall remain tangle free. Dogs must be equipped with
properly fitting harness or buckle type collar. The tether or chain shall be constructed of lightweight cable. A
doghouse shall be accessible to dogs that are chained or tethered.
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Wildwood Crest, New Jersey
June 14, 2004

This ordinance limits the chaining of dogs to eight hours in any twenty-four hour period. Dogs cannot be
tethered for more than four consecutive hours, and must be taken off a tether for at least one hour between
confinements. Tethers must be lightweight, at least 15 feet long, and tangle free. They must allow a dog to
move freely and have access to a doghouse. No dogs may be chained after 11:00 p.m.

Section 28-9 Chaining or Tethering of Dogs: (a) Dogs must be able to move freely when chained or tethered
and shall be confined for a period no greater than eight hours within a twenty-four hour period, with a
maximum of four (4) hours at any one interval and a minimum one (1) hour period between confinements. The
size of the tether or chain must be a minimum of fifteen (18"} linear feet and shall remain tangle free. Dogs
must be equipped with properly fitting harness or buckle-type collars. The tether or chain shall be constructed
of lightweight cable. A doghouse shall be accessible to dogs that are chained or tethered. (b) No dogs shall be
chained after the hour of 11:00 PM in the evening.

Canandaigua, New York
September 1, 2005

This ordinance prohibits the tethering of dogs for more than 16 hours in any 24- hour period and only allows
tethering if certain conditions are met.

Section 6.08.020 Definitions.
F. Tether — chaining, tying, leashing, or tethering a dog to any object.

Section 6.08.030 Restrictions.

H. Tethering of Dogs Prohibited

(1) It is prohibited to restrain a dog or puppy by a chain or tether for more than sixteen (16) hours in a twenty-
four (24) period.

{a) Any tethering system employed shall not allow the dog or puppy to leave the owner's property.

{b) Any tethered animal shall be arranged so that the tethering device cannot become entangled around trees,
poles or other obstacles nor prevent the access to shade, food, water, and shelter.

Albuquerque, New Mexico
January 19, 2005

This ordinance prohibits the chaining of dogs for more than one total hour in any 24 hour period.

Council Bill No. C/S 0-04-90, Section 4 (A): ... [N]o person shall chain, tie, or otherwise affix a dog to any
stationary object for more than one hour in any 24 hour period.

Laurinburg, North Carolina
June 20, 2000
Dogs may not be chained for a period longer than one hour in a 24-hour period.

Sec. 4-21. Restraint of dogs.

When a dog is on the property of its owner or keeper and is not within a secure enclosure, it shall be under the
direct control of and obedient to the owner or keeper. At ali other times when a dog is on the property of its
owner or keeper, it shall be kept within a secure enclosure, including a fenced in area or electronic fence,
house or other building, of sufficient strength and height to prevent the dog from escaping therefrom; provided,
the owner or keeper may, for a period not to exceed one (1) hour every twenty-four (24) hours, allow the dog
to be tethered or chained to a stationary object or pole so long as the dog is provided sufficient water and
nourishment. All dogs off of the property of the owner or keeper shall be controlled by means of a leash and
under the direct control of and obedient to the owner or keeper's command.

Noncompliance with any of the foregoing provisions in the section 4-21 may result in the impoundment of the
animal at any time, or it may result in a fine of one hundred dollars ($100.00) or both.

Dogs utilized by law enforcement officers in the course of law enforcement activities are exempt from the
section. (Code 1975, § 4-5, Ord. No. 0-1997-29, 11-18-97; Ord. No. 0-2000-12, § 1, 6-20-00)

S
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Orange County, North Carolina
February 2009

It shali be unlawful for any person to restrain a dog using a chain, wire or other type of tethering device in a
manner prohibited by this subsection.

1. No person shall tether, fasten, chain, tie, or restrain a dog, or cause such restraining of a dog, to a tree,
fence, post, dog house, or other stationary object for more than a total of 3 hours in a 24-hour period. During
periods of tethering that are not unfawful under this subsection, any tethering device used shall be at least 10
feet in length and attached in such manner as to prevent strangulation or other injury to the dog and
entanglement with objects. In no event shall the time limitations established by this subsection 1 and
subsection 2 below be added together to allow for tethering, fastening, chaining, tying, or restraining to either
a stationary object or to a cable trolley systermn for more than a total of 3 hours in a 24-hour period.

2. No person shali tether, fasten, chain, tie, or restrain a dog, or cause such restraining of a dog, to a cable
trolley system, that allows movement of the restraining device, for more than a totai of 3 hours in a 24-hour
period. During periods of tethering that are not unlawful under this subsection, the length of the cable along
which

the tethering device can move must be at least 10 feet, and the tethering device must be of such length that
the dog is able to move 10 feet away from the cable perpendicularly and attached in such manner as to
prevent strangulation or other injury to the dog and entanglement with objects.

Read more:
http://townhall.townofchapelhill.org/agendas/2009/02/16/2/2-2-orange_county_tethering_ordinance.pdf

Scotland County, North Carolina
June 6, 2005

This ordinance prohibits the chaining of dogs for more than one hour in any 24-hour period.

Section 9 (H): No person shall, at any time, fasten, chain, or tie any dog or cause such dog to be fastened,
chained, or tied, while such dog is on the dog owner's property, or on the property of the dog owner’s landlord
no longer than one (1) hour per day.

North Royalton, Ohio
July 1, 1997
Chapter 618.05 ANIMAL CARE STANDARDS; CRUELTY TO ANIMALS.

6. Dogs continuously maintained on a restrictive chain, rope or other kind of tether shall be deemed to be
improperly confined. However, tethering may be acceptable in certain cases where adequate daily
socialization and exercise off the tether have been afforded and verified. If a dog is confined on a tether,
excepting periods of time that are brief and incidental, the tether shall be at least fifteen feet in length and
positioned to prevent tangling and hanging. The tether must be of proper weight for the dog's size to allow for
the provisions set forth in paragraph (c)(1) hereof. Logging chains are prohibited for any dog. The tethered
dog shall wear a properly fitted hamess or buckle-type collar and be released from the tether at least twice
daily for adequate exercise. A choker-chain on the neck of a tethered dog is prohibited. No other animals shall
be tethered unless under the supervision of a custodian capable of handling the animal. Coliars, harnesses,
halters and the fike shall be properly fitted to prevent discomfort or injury.

Chagrin Falls, Ohio
June 25, 2007

505.071 CRUELTY TO COMPANION ANIMALS

¢) No person who confines or who is the custodian or caretaker of a companion animal shall negligently do
any of the following:

3) Dogs tethered outside shall be limited to a total of nine hours in any twenty four hour period. Tethers cannot

inhibit a dog's movement in any way that causes injury, entanglement, or strangulation. All tethers will be ne
less than twenty feet in length. Choke collars and pinch collars are prohibited for the purpose of tethering.

4) When ambient temperature@y degrees Fahrenheit, dogs shall be limited to a total of four
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hours outside, whether in a pen or on a tether. When summer temperatures exceed eighty five degrees
Fahrenheit, animals have to be provided with adequate shade. Adequate shade will be shade which affords
the animal the ability to be protected form direct exposure to the sun.

6) Dogs confined to pens must have not less than 150 square feet of pen space for each dog housed.

Middletown, Ohio
April, 2007

§ 618.23 CONFINEMENT OF DOGS. EXHIBIT *C"

{a) Except as otherwise limited by Section 618.17 of the Codified Ordinances, dogs may be considered to be
in the reasonable control of their owner, harborer or keeper if they are enclosed or tethered on the property of
such owner, harborer or keeper.

(b} Chaining or tethering. Direct point chaining or tethering of dogs to a stationary point is prohibited. Dogs
may be restrained by means of a trolley system or a tether attached to a pulley on a cable run, if the following
conditions are met:

A. Only one dog may be tethered to each cable run

B. The tether must be attached to a properly fitting collar or harness worn by the dog, with enough room
between the collar and the dog's throat through which two adult human fingers may fit. Choke collars, prong
collars and pinch collars are prohibited for purposes of tethering a dog to a cable run.

C. The chain or tether must have swivels on both ends.

D. The tether or chain and cable run must be of adequate size and strength to effectively restrain the dog.
However, the chain or tether shall weigh no more than one-eighth (1/8) of the dog'’s weight.

E. The chain or tether must be at least fifteen (15) feet in length and attached to a pulley or trolley mounted on
a cable which is also at least fifteen (15) feet in length and mounted no more than seven (7) feet above the
ground.

F. The dog shall be tethered at a sufficient distance for any other objects to prevent tangling of the chain or
tether, from extending over an object or an edge that could result in strangulation and a sufficient distance
from any fence to prohibit the dog access to the fence.

G. The dog shall have continucus access to water and shelter.

H. The dog must be spayed or neutered.

I. No dog shall be chained or tethered for more than twelve {12) consecutive hours in a twenty-four
{24) hour period.

{c) Enclosures. Any dog enclosed in a pen or a fenced yard must have adequate space for exercise based on
a dimension of at least one hundred and fifty square feet (150 sq. ft.) per dog.

Bartlesville, Oklahoma
www.cityofbartlesville.org
Section 3-125 Use of tie-outs and chaining limited.

(A) It shall be uniawful for the owner of any dog to keep or

maintain the dog on a tie-out consisting of a rope, chain or other type of
tether for a period of more than five (8} continuous hours, or for any duration
under conditions which threaten the health or well-being of the animal. At
the end of any such period, the owner shall remove the tether from the dog and provide the dog with an
adequate chance to exercise.

(B) The owner of a dog maintained on a tether of any type shall

properly fit the dog with a harness or buckle-type collar to which the

tether shall be attached. The tether shall be of adequate length to

allow reasonable exercise and access to water and shelter at all times, and
shall not be subject to entanglement with other objects in a manner to cause
the dog any injury or discomfort or be of a weight disproportionate to the
size of the animal so tethered as to unduly burden the animal.

{C) The owner of any cat shall not stake the cat outside on a

leash, rope, chain, or similar tether.

(D) The requirements of this section shall apply during the

twenty-four hours of each day.

Multnomah County, Oregon
June 27, 2002 - Tethering is restricted. Dogs may not be continuously tethered longer than 10 hours in a 24

hour period.
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Ordinance No. 986 (b) Tethering of a dog on a leash, cord, chain or similar device, to an chject that prohibits
or restricts movement, recommended not more than an hour. Aliowing the dog a larger area, avoid
entanglement, tether the dog to a stationary object. (c) The Board wishes to prohibit tethering a dog in an
unsafe manner and in any manner for longer than 10 hours in a 24-hour period.

Hazleton, Pennsylvania
Ordinance 2008-9, Dog Owner Responsibility
2. Containment

a. All dogs shall be securely contained to their owner’s property, but may not be inhumanely restrained by
tying to a restraint for more than 8 continual hours per day.

Qak Ridge, Tennessee
Animals may not be restrained for more than eight hours in a twenty-four hour period.

(b} A dog or puppy may be restrained by a fixed point chain or tether for no more than eight hours in a twenty-
four hour period.

{c) A dog may be exclusively restrained by a chain or tether provided that it is at least ten feet in length, with
swivels on both ends, and is properly attached to a pulley or trolley mounted on a cable which is also at least
ten feet in length and mounted at least four feet and no more than seven feet above ground level in a manner
so as not to interfere or become entangled with objects on the property.

(d) Any tethering system employed shall not allow the dog or puppy to leave the owner’s property.

{e) No chain or tether shall weigh more than one-eighth of the dog or puppy’s body weight.

{f) Any chain or tether must be attached to a properly fitting collar or harness worn by the dog or puppy.

Austin, Texas
Cctober 3, 2002 - Dogs cannot be tethered for more than 8 hours in a 24-hour period unless the chain is
longer than 10 feet, swivels and is attached to a pulley.

Ordinance No. 021003-13, Article | Chapter 3-3-8

{a) A person may not restrain a dog by a fixed point chain or tether for more than eight hours in a 24-hour day
unless the chain or tether is at least 10 feet long, has swivels at each end, and is attached to a pulley or trolley
mounted cable that is mounted no more than seven feet above ground level,

(b) A person restraining a dog with a chain or tether shall attach the chain or tether to a properly fitted collar or
harness worn by the dog. A person may not wrap a chain or tether around a dog's neck. A person may not
restrain a dog with a chain or tether that weighs more than 1/8 of the dog’'s body weight.

(c) A person may not restrain a dog in a manner that does not allow the dog to have access to necessary
shelter and water. A chain or tether used to restrain a dog must, by design and placement, be unlikely to
become entangled.

(d) A person may not restrain a dog in 2 manner that allows the dog to move outside the person’s property.

Grand Prairie, Texas

Sec. 521,

Uniawful restraint of animals.

(a) The owner of an animal may restrain an animal on a tether for a reasonable period, not to exceed three
hours in a 24 hour period, and no longer than is necessary for the owner to complete a temporary task that
requires the animal to be restrained.

Tethering is prohibited:

(1) Between the hours of 10 p.m. and 6 a.m;

(2) Within 500 feet of the premises of a school or school bus stop;

(3) If the actual or effective outdoor temperature is below 32 degrees Fahrenheit;

{4) If a heat advisory has been issued by a local or state authority or jurisdiction;

(5) If a hurricane, tropical storm, or tornado warning has been issued for the jurisdiction by the National
Weather Service;

(8) If the tether is a. less than five times the length of the dog, as measured from the tip of the dog's nose to
the

base of the dog's tail; or b. less tha ; whichever is greater.
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(7) If the tether and/or related attachments are greater than 20 percent of the animal's weight;

(8) If the tether is attached by means of a pinchtype, prongtype, or choketype collar or if the collar is unsafe or
is not properly fitted,;

(9) If the tether inhibits the animal's free movement or causes injury or entanglement;

(10) If the animal is under four months of age;

{11) If the animal does not have access to shade, dry shelter, and a tipproof water supply;

(12) If the length of the tether allows the animal to touch the fence or cross the property line or cross onto
public easement.

Sec. 522.Confinement.
(a) Any dogs confined within a fenced yard must have adequate space for exercise based on a dimension of
at least 100 square feet for one dog, plus an additional 30 square feet for each additional dog.

(b) For owners or persons having custody of a dog kept in an outside dog run or dog kennel, the enclosure
shall meet the 100 square foot requirement for the first dog with an additional 30 square feet for every
additional dog in the same enclosure. Enclosures shall be of sufficient height to prevent the dog from
escaping, constructed of chain link or simiiar material with a solid floor or ground, provide shade and
protection from the elements, and meet the requirements

Northampton County, Virginia
May 19, 2004 - No animal shall be tethered for more than 12 hours in a 24 hour period. Tethers must be af
least 10 feet long. Any violations shall constitute a Class 4 misdemeanor.

Provisions to Section 3.1-796.66, 3.1-796.68, and 3.1-796.94

Section 1. Care of companion animal tethered

An animal owner in the County of Northampton shall allow each animal to

(i) easily stand, sit, lie, turn about and make all other normal body movements in a comfortable, normal
position for the animal and

(i) interact safely with other animals in the enclosure. When an animal is tethered, “adequate space” means a
tether that permits the above actions and is appropriate to the age, size, and heaith of the animal; is attached
to the animal by a properly applied collar, halter, or harness configured so as to protect the animal from injury
and prevent the animal or tether from becoming entangled with other objects or animals, or from gaining
access to public thoroughfares, or from extending over an object or edge that could result in the strangulation
or injury of the animal; and is at least ten (10) feet in length or three (3) times the length of the animal
whichever is longer, as measured from the tip of its nose to the base of its tail, except when the animal is
being walked on a leash or is attached by a tether to a lead line. When freedom of movement would endanger
the animal, temporarily and appropriately restricting movement of the animal according to professionally
accepted standards for the species is considered provision of adequate space. Provided, however, that no
animal shall be tethered for more than twelve (12) hours in a twenty-four-hour period.

Norfolk, Virginia
January 11, 2005 - Animals may not be tethered for more than twelve hours in a twenty-four hour period.

Chap. 6-1. When an animal is tethered, "adequate space" means a tether that permits the above actions and
is appropriate to the age, size, and health of the animal; is attached to the animai by a properly applied collar,
halter, or harness configured so as to protect the animal from injury and prevent the animal or tether from
becoming entangled with other objects or animals, or from gaining access to public thoroughfares, or from
extending over an object or edge that could result in the strangulation or injury of the anirmal; and is at least
five (5) feet in length or three (3) times the length of the animal whichever is longer, as measured from the tip
of its nose to the base of its tail, except when the animal is being walked on a leash or is attached by a tether
to a lead line. When freedom of movement would endanger the animal, temporarily and appropriately
restricting movement of the animal according to professionally accepted standards for the species is
considered provision of adequate space. Provided, however, that no animal shall be tethered for more than
twelve (12) hours in a twenty-four-hour period.

Northampton County, Virginia
May 19, 2004

No animal shall be tethered for more than 12 hours in a 24 hour period.

- Tethers must be at least 10 fee
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- Any violations shall constitute a Class 4 misdemeanor.
Provisions to Section 3.1-796.66, 3.1-796.68, and 3.1-796.84
Section 1. Care of companion animal tethered

An animal owner in the County of Northampton shall allow each animal to (i) easily stand, sit, lie, turn about
and make all other normal body movements in a comfortable, normal position for the animai and (i) interact
safely with other animals in the enclosure. When an animal is tethered, “adequate space™ means a tether that
permits the above actions and is appropriate to the age, size, and health of the animal; is attached to the
animal by a properly applied collar, halter, or harness configured so as to protect the animal from injury and
prevent the animal or tether from becoming entangled with other objects or animals, or from gaining access to
public thoroughfares, or from extending over an object or edge that could result in the strangulation or injury of
the animal; and is at least ten (10) feet in length or three (3) times the length of the animal whichever is longer,
as measured from the tip of its nose to the base of its tail, except when the animal is being walked on a leash
or is attached by a tether to a lead line. When freedom of movement would endanger the animal, temporarily
and appropriately restricting movement of the animal according to professionally accepted standards for the
species is considered provision of adequate space. Provided, however, that no animal shall be tethered for
more than fwelve (12) hours in a twenty-four-hour period.

Section 2. Penalty for Violation of this Ordinance

Richmond, Virginia
October 23, 2007

The Richmond City Council passed an ordinance that makes it punishable by fines and jail time to leave a dog
tethered for more than an hour a2 day. The ordinance makes it unlawful for owners to fail to give their dogs
adequate space, as defined by state law, or to tether them for more than one hour cumulatively in a 24-hour
period. A first offense would be a Class 3 misdemeanor, punishable by a fine of up to $500. A second offense
would be a Class 2 misdemeanor, with a fine of up to $1,000 and jail up to six months. A third offense or more
would be a Class 1 misdemeanor, with a fine of up to $2,500 and 12 months in jail. Read news story

Smithfield, Virginia

October 4, 2005

This ordinance prohibits the tethering of dogs for more than 8 hours in any 24- hour period and forbids
tethering between the hours of 11 p.m. and 6 a.m.

Section 18-45

{a) It shall be unlawful for any person owning and/or controling dogs whether vaccinated or unvaccinated,
licensed or unlicensed, to allow said animal to be tied or chained to dog houses, or other stationary objects for
a period of time longer than 8 hours in a 24 hour period and shall be prohibited from 11:00 pm through 6:00
am.

Virginia Beach, Virginia
August 31, 1999 - This ordinance prohibits the chaining of dogs for more than three total hours in any 24 hour
period. Tethers must be af least three fimes the dog's length.

Section 5-19: (a) It shall be unlawful to fail to provide any animal with adequate space. "Adequate space’
means sufficient space to allow each animal to

(i) easily stand, sit, lie, turn about, and make all other normal body movements in a comfortable, normal
position for the animal and

(ii) interact safely with other animals in the enclosure. (b) When a dog is tethered, “adequate space” means a
tether that permits the above actions and is appropriate to the age and size of the dog. The tether must be
attached to the dog by a properly applied collar, halter, or harness configured so as to protect the dog from
injury and prevent the dog or tether from becoming entangled with other objects or dogs, or from extending
over an object or edge that could result in the strangulation or injury of the dog. Furthermore, the tether must
be at least three times the length of the dog, as measured from the tip of its nose to the base of its tail, except
when the dog is being walked on a leash or is attached by a tether to a lead line. When freedom of movement
would endanger the dog, temporarily and appropriately restricting movement of the dog according to

2

ttp://www.unchainyourdog.org/Laws.htm 10/11/201


http:3.1-796.94
http:3.1-796.66

Inchain Your Dog.org | Improve Dog Chaining or Tethering Laws/Ordinances Page 32 of 4

professionally accepted standards is considered to be provision of adequate space. (¢} it shall be unlawful for
any dog to be tethered for more than three (3) hours, cumulatively, in any twenty-four-hour period.

Moundsville, West Virginia
November 2009
http://fohowv.org/images/pdflaw/moundsvilletetheringord. pdf

No person shall tether an animal:

a. When the outside temperature is equal to or greater than 85 degrees Fahrenheit or equal to or less than 32
degrees Fahrenheit.

b. In such a manner as to cause injury, strangulation or entanglement of the dog on fences, trees or other
man-made or natural obstacles.

¢. With a fixed point chain or to any stationary object.

d. After dark and before 6 AM

e. Within 500 feet of a school

f. That is under 6 months of age.

g. That is sick or injured.

CONFINEMENT REQUIREMENTS:

Though highly discouraged, tethering is only acceptable during the permitted hours by the following methods.
A. Dogs may be restrained by means of a trolley type system or a tether attached to a pulley on a cable run,
Provided:

1. Only one dog may be tethered to each cable run.

2. The tether must be attached to a properly fitted buckle type collar or a harness. Choke, prong or pinch
collars shall not be used to tether a dog to a cable run. A swivel must be on each end of the tether to prevent
twisting and tangling.

3. The tether and cable must be of adequate size and strength to effectively restrain the dog and must not be
of excessive size or weight considering the age, size and health of the dog. Maximum weight limit of the
tether, including any assembly or attachments thereto, shall be no more than 1/8 the weight of the dog.

4. The cable run must be at least ten (10) feet in length and mounted at least four (4) feet and no more than
seven (7) feet above ground level.

5. The length of the tether from the cable run to the animal's collar must be of such length that the dog is able
to move 10 feet away from the cable perpendicularly and should allow continuous access to water and shelter.
The cable system must be of the appropriate configuration to confine the animal to the owner’s property, to
prevent the tether from extending over an object or an edge that could result in injury or strangulation and to
prevent the tether from becoming entangled with other objects or animals. The tether must be long enough for
the animal to move around and be able to urinate or defecate in an area separate from where it must eat,
drink or lie down. The tether must allow the animal convenient access to food, water, dry ground or shelter. No
vegetation or obstacles can restrict the movement of the animal on the tether.

6. A shelter which is defined as having 4 sides, a roof and a solid floor and be of the appropriate size for the
animal. The dog must be able to easily stand, sit, lie down, turn around and make all other normal body
movements in a comfortable, normal position for the animal. It must be wind and moisture proof and of
proportionate size to allow the natural body heat of the dog to be retained in cold weather.

7. An entry way to allow the animal to easily enter and exit; the entryway must have a flap which blocks any
inclement weather from entering. (wind, rain, snow, etc.}

8. The floor shall be raised at least 2 inches above the ground and be free of cracks, holes or protruding nails
or rough edges that could cause injury.

9. The shelter shall be maintained and cleaned regularly. The area around the shelter shall be kept clean of
accumulated feces, garbage and any other debris.

10. Metal drums shall not be considered shelter.

11. Straw, cedar chips or such like material shall be provided inside the dog house and the surrounding area.
12. The shelter is placed in an area that provides protection from the direct rays of the sun, when sunlight is
likely to cause overheating or discomfort. Pens, fences or other such enclosures must:

h. Allow a minimum of 150 square feet of area for each dog.

i. Provide sufficient shade to allow the dog to be out of the direct rays of the sun when suniight is likely to
cause overheating or discomfort. The inside of the dog house does not qualify as sufficient shade.

j. Maintained in a clean manner and kept free from accumulated feces and debris.

k. Provide shelter as defined in the Confinement Requirements

Food and water:

|, Potable water must be available at all times.

m. It must not be allowed to freeze without replacement.

n. The food and water container must be placed out of the sun.

o. Food and water is to be provided in a clean container and situated or fastened in such a manner to prevent
overturning.

p. Food shall be free from contamination, wholesome, palatable and of sufficient quantity and nutritive value to
meet the daily requirements for the condition and size of the dog.
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Linn, Wisconsin
August 11, 2003 - Dogs cannot be tethered for more than eight hours in a 24-hour period unless the chain is
fonger than 10 feet, swivels, and is aftached to a pulley.

Chapter 7.10 Tethering/Chaining of Dogs Restricted.

(a) A dog may be restrained by a fixed point chain or tether for no more than eight (8) hours in a twenty-four
hour period.

{b) A dog may be exclusively restrained by a chain or tether provided that is at least ten (10) feet in length and
attached to a pulley or trolley mounted on a cable which is also at least ten (10) feet in length and mounted no
more than seven (7) feet above ground level.

{c) No chain or tether shall weigh more than 1/8 of the dog's body weight.

{d) Any chain or tether shall be at least ten (10) feet in length and have swivels at both ends.

{e) Any chain or tether must be attached to a properly fitting collar or harness worn by the animal.

Charleston, West Virginia - June 2007
Dogs can't be tethered for more than two continuous hours or more than five times in 24 hours. Dogs can't be
tethered outside for more than one hour if the temperature is greater than 90 degrees.

Section 10.4 - Tethering of Dogs

Racine, Wisconsin
November, 1998 - Dogs cannot be tethered for more than twelve hours in a 24-hour period. The chain must be
at least 10 feet long.

Sec. 10-75. Chaining dogs.

(a) It shall be unlawful to keep a dog chained for longer than 12 hours in any 24-hour period.

(b) The chain shali be no less than ten feet in length.

(c) The chain shall be attached in such a manner as not to allow the dog to trespass on public or private
property.

{d} The terms "chain” and "chaining" shall include ropes and leashes.

{top]

Ordinances that Requlate Tethering

Fairhope, Alabama

May 12, 2003 - Chaining or tethering dogs is prohibited. Attaching dogs to a running line or trolley is permitted,
provided that the line is at jeast 10 feet long. Enclosures must provide a minimum of 150 square feet for dogs
over & months of age.

Ordinance No. 1169 )

AN ORDINANCE TO PROHIBIT THE CHAINING OR TETHERING OF DOGS AND MANDATING THAT DOG
ENCLOSURES MUST PROVIDE 150 SQUARE FEET OF SPACE FOR DOGS OVER SIX MONTHS OF AGE
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE CITY OF FAIRHOPE, ALABAMA, AS FOLLOWS;

Section 1. Any person owning and/or controlling dogs whether vaccinated or unvaccinated, licensed or
unlicensed, shall no allow said animal to be tied or chained to dog houses, or other stationary objects.

Section 2. No person shall, at any time, fasten, chain, or tie any dog or cause such dog to be fastened,
chained or tied while such dog is on the dog owner's property or on the property of the dog owner’s landlord,
or on any property within the corporate limits of the City of Fairhope.

Section 3. Any dogs confined within a fenced yard must have an adequate space for exercise based on a
dimension of at least 150 square feet per dog. Provided, further that where dogs are kept or housed on
property without a fenced yard, the owner of such dogs or persons have custody of such dogs shall provide an
enclosure for such dogs meeting the 150 square foot per dog dimension, Such enclosure shall be constructed
of chain link or similar type materials with all four sides enclosed. The enclosure shall be sufficient height to
prevent the dog from escaping from such enclosure, and shall meet the requirements of the Alabama animal
rights protection act 13A-11-241,

Section 4. Nothing in this ordinaaee-shall be construed to prohibit owners or others walking dogs with a hand
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held leash.

Section 5. Nothing in this ordinance shall be construed to prohibit owners from allowing dogs to be attached to
over head runs (i.e. leash or chain attached to an over head wire at least 10 feet long, that allows the dog to
move unheeded.)

Little Rock, Arkansas

Sec. 6-16. Confinement.

{d) Chaining. Direct point chaining, or tethering of dogs to a stationary object, is prohibited. Dogs may be
restrained by means of a trolley system, or a tether attached to a pulley on a cable run, if the following
conditions are met:

(1) Only one dog may be tethered to each cable run.

{2} The tether must be atfached to a properly fitting collar or harness worn by the dog, with enough room
between the collar and the dog's throat through which two fingers may fit. Choke collars and pinch collars are
prohibited for purposes of tethering a dog to a cable run.

(3) There must be a swivel on at least one end of the tether to minimize tangling of the tether.

(4) The tether and cable run must be of adequate size and strength to effectively restrain the dog. The size
and weight of the tether must not be excessive, as determined by the Animal Services officer, considering the
age, size and health of the dog.

(5) The cable run must be at ieast (10) feet in length and mounted at least four (4) feet and no more than
seven (7) feet above ground level.

(6) The length of the tether from the cable run to the dog's collar should allow access to the maximum
available exercise area and should allow continuous access to water and shelter. The trolley system must be
of appropriate configuration to confine the dog to the owner's property, to prevent the tether from extending
over and object or an edge that could result in injury or strangulation of the dog, and to prevent the tether from
becoming tangled with other objects or animals.

{fy Confinement During Transportation.

(1) When transporting a dog in an open-bed pickup or in any open-bed vehicle, the dog shall be confined in a
secured carrier or dog box that provides the dog adequate room to stand, turn around, and stretch out without
hindrance and provides adequate ventilation and protection from environmental conditions.

{(2) If a dog must be transported in an open-bed vehicle but is too large for a carrier or dog box, the dog shall
be restrained by a system of tethering to the vehicle bed in a manner that reasonably restricts the dog to the
center of the bed in order to prevent the dog's

escape and to minimize the dog's access to the sides of the vehicle bed.

(3) 1t shall be unlawful for any person to place or confine or allow a dog to be confined in such a manner that it
must remain in a motor vehicle, trailer or pet carrier under such conditions for such periods of time as may
endanger the health or well-being of the dog due to heat, lack of food or water, or any circumstances which
might cause suffering, disability or death.

Section 6-17 Minimum Care

(a) Shelter.

(1) Any dog that is habitually kept outside or repeatedly left outside unattended by an adult person shall be
provided with a structurally sound, moisture-proof and windproof sheiter large enough to keep the dog
reasonably clean and dry,

{2) A sheiter which does not protect the dog from temperature extremes or precipitation, or which does not
provide adequate ventilation or drainage, shall not comply with this section.

(3) A dog’s shelter and bedding and other accessible space shall be maintained in a manner which minimizes
the risk of the dog contracting disease, being injured or becoming infested with parasites.

(b) Nutrition.

(1) It shall be unlawful for any person keeping or harboring any dog to fail, refuse or neglect to provide such
dog with clean, fresh potable water adequate for the dog's size, age, and physical condition. This water supply
shall be either free flowing or provided in a removable receptacie that is weighted and secured to prevent
tipping.

(2) it shall be unlawfui for any person keeping or harboring any dog to fail, refuse or neglect to provide such
dog with wholesome foodstuff suitable for the dog’s physical condition and age and in sufficient quantities to
maintain an adequate level of nutrition for the dog.

{c) Exercise.

{1) The enclosure or confinement area for a dog shall encompass sufficient useable space to keep the animal
in good condition.

(2) When a dog is confined by means of a tether and cable run, the trolley system shall be configured to allow
access to the maximum available exercise area.

Go to Little Rock page.

S
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Hemet, California

Sec. 10-39. Prohibited acts.

{10) For any person owning or having possession, charge, custody or control of any dog to cause or permit or
allow the dog to be staked out in such a manner that the rope or other attachment by which such animat is
tethered permits the animal to be or to go beyond the boundaries of the unenclosed private lot or land.

Freemont, California
Chained animals must be free from danger of becoming entangled, and must have access to food, water, and
shelter. .

Sec. 3-5606. Animal restraints.

When a chain, rope or other restraint is used to tether an animal, it shall be so placed or attached that it
cannot become entangled with the chain of any other animal or with any other object. It shall be affixed by
means of a well-fitted collar, and shall be at least four times the length of the animal as measured from the tip
of its nose to the base of its tail and shall allow the animal convenient access to food, water and shelter
adequate to protect the animal from the elements.

Sec. 3-51434. Restraint requirements for dangerous dogs.
When confined in an enclosure the dog shali be provided access to adequate shelter from the elements, food,
and water and shall not be tethered.

San Bernardino, California
2006

D. DOG KENNELS must be tall enough to prevent the dog from jumping over or have a secure top and be
able to prevent dogs from digging out. Kennels must have a minimum of 100 square feet for one dog, plus an
additional 25 square feet for each additionat dog in the same enclosure.

E. CABLE RUNS are authorized as an alternative to fencing or kennel runs. These types of restraints should
allow the animal freedom of motion to move about at will within a protected area on the property without
becoming tangled in obstacles. The cable runs shall be located in the yard area so as to prevent the dog from
traversing upon another person's property, public sidewalks or public property, and from charging and
harassing persons and pedestrians utilizing these properties. Cables must be sized according to the
manufacturer's specifications for weight of the animal.

F. TIE-OUTS must be sufficient in length but never less that eight (8} feet, excluding the length of the collar,
and non-rigid, to allow the animal freedom of movement without becoming tangled. Tie-outs must not be the
primary means of restraint and no animal shall be keep in this manner for more than 12 hours a day.

San Diego, California
This ordinance pertains to dogs who are kept as “guard dogs.”

SEC. 62.685. GUARD DOGS.

(a)GENERAL PROVISIONS. Any "Guard Dog Operator,” in addition to any requirements of The Dog Act of
1969 (Health And Safety Code 25970 et seq.), shalk:

(7) In addition, ensure that each dog, whether or not on duty, is visited at least once every twelve (12) hours
and that each dog has adequate food, water and shelter. Any dog which is sick or injured shall be provided
proper care and attention and, if on duty, shall be removed from the site. Dogs shall not be kept or maintained
on a chain or tether. Dogs shall not be kept or maintained, for any period of time, in an enclosure area with
less than twelve feet by five feet (12' x 5') floor space or in any enclosure area without adequate ventilation.

San Francisco, California
January 11, 2005

Dogs may be tethered provided they have a nonchoke collar and pulley system. The tether must be at least 10
feet in length and allow the dog access to food, water, and shelter but free of obstructions. The ordinance also
gives requirements for shelte nd adequate exercise.
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Sections 41.12 and 41.13

4. Confinement Requirements

Though highly discouraged, tethering is only acceptable if:

The tether is attached to a stake in the ground with a pulley like system.

The tether is attached to the dog by a non-choke type collar or body harness at least 10 feet in length which
would allow the dog access to food, water and shelter, but free of obstructions.

San Jose, California
“Vicious dogs” may not be tethered as a sole means of confinement.

7.08.1120 Requirements for muzzling and leashing.

When a vicious dog is even temporarily other than indoors or in a securely enclosed, escapeproof, locked
kennel, pen or other place which complies with Section 7.08.1110, the owner or person with a right to control
the dog shall keep the dog:

A. On a leash not to exceed three feet in length. The leash must be capable of restraining four times the
weight of the dog. The leash must be attached to an escapeproof commercial quality walking harness which
fastens securely across the shoulders and midchest encompassing the rib area and upper abdomen of the
dog. No neck collar of any type or material will be sufficient to satisfy the above requirements. Vicious dogs
shall not be leashed or tethered at any time to inanimate objects such as trees, posts, or buildings except
when the dog is inside a securely enclosed, escapeproof locked kennel or pen.

Alachua County, Florida
November 21, 2007

The Alachua County Commission unanimously voted to ban the chaining or tethering of dogs for more than
three hours in a 24-hour period. Dogs on a running or trolley-system of being chained are still allowed
because the dogs can move more freely. See news story.

Aurora, llinois
This ordinance specifies what the minimum length of the tethering device must be and prohibits devices that
can become entangled.

Sec. 9-22. No person or owner shall treat any animal cruelly in any manner, including, but not limited to the
following: By tethering any animal to a fixed object unless such chains, ropes or leashes are so placed or
attached that they cannot become entangled with another animal or object, and shall be of sufficient length in
proportion to the size of the animal to allow the animal proper exercise and convenient access to food, water
and shelter. Such tethering shall be located so as not to allow such animal to trespass on public property or
private property belonging to others, nor in such a manner as to cause harm or danger to persons or other
animals.

Noblesville, Indiana
December 28, 2004

This ordinance allows dogs to be tethered as long as tethers are at least 10 feet long, terminate in swivels at
both ends, attach to a proper collar or harness, and are connected to a running line at least 10 feet long and
less than 7 feet above the ground. Dogs tethered in any other manner may not be tethered more than eight
total hours in any 24 hour period.

Chapter 90.03 Hitching or Tying: No animal shall be hitched, tied or fastened by any rope, chain or cord that is
directly attached to the animal’s neck. Animals that must be tied, hitched or fastened to restrain them must
wear a properly fitted collar or harness made of leather or nylon not of the choker type. This is not to prohibit
the proper use of choke collars in the training of animals. A person may not restrain an animal by a fixed point
chain or tether less than 10 feet for more than eight hours in a 24 hour period unless the chain or tether is at
least 10 feet long, has swivels at each end and is attached 10 a pulley or trolley mounted cable at least 10 feet
in length and mounted no more than seven feet above ground level. Any outside caged or penned animal or
dog shall be kept in a cage or pen no less than 10x10x4 feet in size, equaling a 100 square foot roaming area.
Violations shall be considered ss A infraction.

]
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Terre Haute, Indiana
November 25, 2001

This ordinance allows tethering, provided that tethers not permit strangulation and be attached to a proper
collar or with a swivel to a harness. Tethers must be at least five times the dog’s length and allow access to
shelter and freedom of movement.

Section 6-84 h, (7): An animal shall be considered cruelly treated that is hitched, tied, or fastened by any rope,
chain, or cord {or similar device) around its neck, or any rope, chain or cord attached to a choker collar
permitting possible strangulation. An animal that is secured or tied should wear a properly fitted collar or
harness with a swivel to prevent strangulation. The device securing the animal (chain, etc.) should be at least
five (5} times the length of the dog as measured from the tip of the nose to the base of the tail, allowing access
to shelter and freedom of movement.

Bowling Green, Kentucky
March 7, 2006

This ordinance prohibits the fixed-point tethering of a dog for more than one hour in any 24-hour period. No
tether may weigh more than one-eighth of the dog’s body weight, be less than 10 feet long, or attach to
anything other than a properly fitting collar or harness. Dogs may be tethered to a pulley or trolley system
provided that it is at least 10 feet long and no more than 7 feet above the ground.

1. Chapter 5 {Animals) of the Code of Ordinances is hereby amended as follows:

5-1 ANIMAL CONTROL.

5-1.01 Definitions. As used in this Chapter:

“‘Confinement” shall mean:

b. Puppies and dogs:

1. It is prohibited to exclusively restrain a dog or puppy by a fixed-point chain or tether. A fixed-point restraint
may be used temporarily, but not to exceed one {1) hour in a twenty-four {24) hour period.

2. A dog may be exclusively restrained by a chain or tether provided that it is at least ten (10) feet in length
and attached to a pulley or trolley mounted on a cable which is also at least ten (10) feet in length and
mounted no more than seven (7) feet above ground level.

3. Any tethering system employed shall not allow the dog or puppy to leave the owner's property.

4. No chain or tether shall weigh more than 1/8 of the dog or puppy's body weight.

5. Any chain or tether shall be at least ten (10) feet in length and have swivels on both ends.

6. Any chain or tether must be attached to a properly fitting collar or harness worn by the animal.

Louisville, Kentucky

Dogs may be tethered to a cable run, provided that the tether is at least 10 feet long, weighs no more than
one-eighth the dog’s weight, and has swivels on both ends. The tether must be attached to a properly fitting
collar or harness.

Restraint

(2) For puppies and dogs restraint shall mean on the premises of the owner and confined in a secure
enclosure as previously defined, or accompanied by the owner on the owner's property and under their direct
control. If off the premises of the owner, the animal must be restrained by a lead or leash and under the
control of a responsible person.

(b) A dog may be exclusively restrained by a chain or tether provided that it is at least ten (10) feet in length
and attached to a pulley or trolle nted on a cable which is also at least ten (10) feet in length and
mounted no more than seven bove ground level.
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(c) Any tethering system employed shall not allow the dog or puppy to leave the owners property.
{d) No chain or tether shall weigh more than 1/8 of the dog or puppy's body weight.
{e} Any chain or tether shall be at least ten {10) feet in length and have swivels on both ends.

(f) Any chain or tether must be attached to a properly fitting collar or harness worn by the animal.

Quichita, Louisiana
Tethered animals must have access fo food, water and shelter.

Sec. 3-46. Crimes; misdemeanors.

(4) Cruelty to animals. The following acts and omissions constitute cruel treatment to animals; therefore, it
shall be a misdemeanor for any person, firm or corporation to: d. Tether, confine, or restrain any animal in
such a way as to permit said animal to become entangled in such tether, or render said animal incapable of
consuming food and water for more than twenty-four (24) hours; or from obtaining shelter from the elements.

Baton Rouge, Louisiana
This ordinance specifies where an animal can be tethered and how long the fethering device must be.

Sec. 14:203. Minimum requirements for dog and cat pens and yards.

{6) Tethers used to restrict the animal to the confines of its owner's property shall be minimum length of five
(5) times the length of the animal, as measured from the nostrils to the base of the tail. Tethers shall restrict
the animal to its owner's property. The area shall be kept free of obstructions to prevent entanglement. No
tethered animal shall be allowed to endanger the health, safety or welfare of others.

St. Charles Parish, Louisiana
This ordinance specifies a minimum length for the tethering device, prohibits tethers that may entangie an
animal, and prohibits tethering where an animal may pose a threat to public safety.

Sec. 4-13. Dogs on tethers.

if a dog is confined on a tether, the tether shall be equipped with swivel ends and be positioned to prevent
tangling and/or hanging. The tethered dog shall wear a properly fitted harness or buckle-type collar, A properly
installed and positioned running line is preferable to a stationary tether. The line must be at least five times the
length of the dog. The dog cannot be tethered in an area which would pose a threat to public safety and
health.

Montgomery County, Maryland

Amendment to the existing State and County laws against cruelty to animals to include certain practices
involving the unattended restraint of a dog.

Article i, Chapter 5, Sec. 5-201
1. Definitions. {C) “Tether” means attaching a dog to a stationary object or pulley run by means of a chain,
rope, tether, cable, or similar restraint. “Tether” does not include the use of a leash to walk a dog.

fl. Prohibited Conduct. A person must not tether a dog under circumstances that endanger its health, safety, or
well being, including: {A) tethering a dog by any means other than a harness; (B) tethering a dog between the
hours of midnight and five a.m. unless the Director grants a waiver based on extraordinary circumstances after
determining that the proposed tethering will be safe and humane; (C) unattended tethering of a dog during a
weather emergency, or a dog-control emergency declared by the Executive, the Director, or the County Health
Officer; (D) using a tether that weighs more than 1/8 of the dog's bodyweight; (E) using a tether that is less
than five times the length of the dog, as measured from the tip of its nose to the base of its tail; (F) tethering
that unreasonably limits a dog's movement; (G) tethering under conditions where the dog or tether can
become entangled on the tether or some other object; (H) tethering that restricts a dog’s access to suitable
and sufficient food, clean water, and appropriate shelter; (i) tethering in unsafe or unsanitary conditions; (J)
tethering that does not ailow a dog to defecate or urinate in an area separate from the area where it must eat,
drink, or lie down; or (K) tethering that causes injury, stress, or demonstrable socialization problems.
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1L Failure to provide relief to a dog in distress when exposed to any of the conditions listed in subsection Il is
proof that the dog was improperly, i.e., cruelly, tethered.

Kansas City, Missouri

Sec. 14-16. Abuse or neglect of animals.

{a) Adequate care required; inspections. No owner or keeper of an animal shall fail to provide the animal with
adequate care, adequate food, adequate water, adequate health care and adequate shelter. Such shelter
shall be clean, dry, shaded and compatible with the condition, age and species. An animal must also have
the opportunity for adequate daily exercise as determined by the supervisor of animal control. This
requires that an owner must offer some freedom from continuous chaining, stabling and tethering.
Any restraint placed on an animal must be such that it prevents the animal from being tangled or injured by the
restraint. Grooming of animals is also required so that they are free from dangerous matting which can affect
their health. The area where animals are kept must also be kept free from unsanitary conditions, vermin-
harboring debris, junk or any other dangerous protuberances which can provide an opportunity for injury or a
danger to the animal's heaith. Any owner, keeper or harborer of an animal in this city, by the act of owning,
keeping or harboring such animal, does thereby authorize the supervisor of animal control to enter the yard
where such animal is kept if the supervisor of animal control reasonably believes that the animal is kept in an
unlawful, negligent, cruel, abusive or inhumane manner, and to examine such animal and to seize and
impound such animal at the municipal animal shelter when, in the examiner's opinion, it is being kept in an
unlawful, negligent, cruel, abusive or inhumane manner. If an animal control officer cannot view and observe
the animal in plain sight, the owner, keeper or harborer, upon request, must exhibit for inspection any and all
animals which are not in plain sight but are on or inside the premises.

Raytown, Missouri
December 8, 1992

Tethered animals must be free from danger of becoming entangled, and must have access to food, water, and
shelter.

Sec. 4-17. Cruelty to animals and fowl.

{h)No persons shall tether, confine or restrain any animal in such a way as to permit said animal to become
frequently entangled in such tether, or to render said animal incapable of consuming food or water provided
for it or prevent said animal from moving to adequate shelter.

Lincoln, Nebraska
August 22, 1988 - Animalis may not be tethered unattended in public, on sidewalks, or on strests.

6.04.330 Tethered Animals.

It shall be unlawful for any person to tether, chain, or fasten any animal in such a manner as to permit it to be
upon any public sidewalk or street or to leave it unattended while tethered, chained, or fastened on public
property. It shall be unlawful to tether, chain, or fasten an animal in such a manner as to cause it injury or pain
or not permit it to reach shelter, food, and water.

Dennis Township, New Jersey
August 17, 2004

This ordinance requires that tethers be at least 15 feet long, be lightweight, remain tangle free, and attach to
proper collars or harnesses. Tethers must allow dogs' free movement and access to a doghouse.

Section 88-13. Chaining or Tethering of Dogs.

Dogs must be able to move freely when chained or tethered, The size of the tether or chain mustbe a
minimum of 15 linear feet and shall remain tangle free. Dogs must be equipped with properly fitted harness or
buckle type collars. The tether or chain shall be constructed of lightweight cable. A doghouse shall be
accessible to dogs that are chained or tethered.

0
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Bernalillo County, New Mexico
The tethering device must be in working condition.

Restraint of animals shall be accomplished by adequate fencing maintained at all times to contain the animals,
or by the use of tethers or chains that are tangle-free, well-fitted, and equipped with a swivel device for
attachment to the animal’s collar or harness.

Catawba County, North Carolina

(D) Chaining or tethering an animal to a stationary object for a period of time or under conditions that an
animal control officer or animal cruelty investigator deems harmful or potentially harmful to the animat.
Examples of improper chaining or tethering include, but are not limited to the following:

(1) Using a length or weight of a chain or tether that is not appropriate for the size, weight and age of the
animal. Guidelines for the proper weight and length of chains or tethers can be obtained from the animal
shelter or animal control

(2} Using a chain or tether made of rope, twine, cord or similar material.

{3) Using a chain or tether that is less than 10 feet in length and/or does not have swwels on both ends. All
chains or tethers must be attached to the animal by means of a properly fitting harness or collar of not less
than one inch in width.

{(4) Using a chain or tether that exceeds ten percent of the animal's body weight.

(5) Allowing an animal to be chained or tethered such that the animal is not confined to the owner’s property or
such that the chain or tether can become entangled and prevent the animal from moving about freely, lying
down comfortable or having access to adequate food, water and shelter.

{6) Using a chain as a primary collar. All collars used for the purpose of chaining or tethering an animal must
be made of nylon or leather.

Greenville, North Carolina
This ordinance outlines what kind of tether may be used.

c. 4-5. Animal care generally.

(c) Any chain, leash, or similar device for animal restraint shall be designed and placed to prevent choking or
injury to the animal. The restraining device shall be at least ten feet in length and placed on a swivel or on a
chain run.

Surry, North Carolina
Tie-outs must be 15 feet fong.

Restraint. An animal is under restraint within the meaning of this Ordinance if it

IS0

1) controlled by means of a chain, leash, trolley or other like device; a. No tie out device shall employ a
restraint of less than fifteen (15) feet in length and must have swivels on both ends.

b. Any chain, tether, or tie out device must be attached to a dog by means of a properly fitting harness or a
buckle-type nylon/leather collar measuring not less than one (1} inch in width.

¢. Collars used to attach a dog to a tie out device shall not be a choke type.

Oak Ridge, Tennessee
August 26, 2002

{c} A dog may be exclusively restrained by a chain or tether provided that it is at least ten feet in length, with
swivels on both ends, and is properly attached to a pulley or trolley mounted on a cable which is also at least
ten feet in length and mounted at least four feet and no more than seven feet above ground level in a manner
so as not to interfere or become entangled with objects on the property.

(d) Any tethering system employed shall not allow the dog or puppy to leave the owner’s property.

(e} No chain or tether shall weigh more than one-gighth of the dog or puppy’s body weight.

{f) Any chain or tether must be attached to a properly fitting collar or harness worn by the dog or puppy.

Allen, Texas
Dogs, fowl, and othecanimals are protected under this law.

T
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Chapter 3 ANIMALS AND FOWL

Sec. 3-17. Tying dogs and other animals.

it shall be unlawful for any person to tie or tether a dog or other animal to a stationary object for a peried of
time or in a location s0 as to create an unhealthy situation for the animal or a potentially dangerous situation
for a pedestrian as determined by the animal control officer.

Lubbock, Texas
March 8, 2008

This ordinance prohibits the use of tethers that are less than 10 feet long, that are not equipped with swivel
ends, and that do not allow the animal to reach shelter, food, and water. Tethers must not weigh more than
one-fifth of the animal’s body weight and must attach to a properly fitted collar or harness rather than to a
choke-type collar.

Section 4-7. Tethering Dogs and Other Animals.

It shall be uniawful for any person to tie or tether a dog or other animal to a stationary object for a period of
time or in a location so as to create an unhealthy situation for the animal or a potentially dangerous situation
for a pedestrian as determined by the City Enforcement Agent. The terms “unhealthy situation” and “potentially
dangerous situation” shall include, but not be limited to the following:

{1) To tether any animal in such a manner as to permit the animal access upon any public right-of-way;

(2) To tether any animal in such a manner as to cause the animal injury or pain or not to permit the animal to
reach shefter, food and/or water or otherwise create an unsafe or unhealthy situation;

(3) To tether any animal in such as manner as to permit the animal to leave the owner's property;

{4) To tether any animal in an area that is not properly fenced so as to prevent any person or child from
entering the area occupied by said animal;

{5) To tether any pet animal in a manner whereby the animal is subject to harassment, stings or bites from
outdoor insects, or attacks by other animals;

(6) To tether any pet animal with a tether that is less than ten (10) feet in length;

(7) To tether any animal with a tether that is not equipped with swivel ends;

{8} To tether any animal in such a manner that does not prevent the animal from becoming entangled with any
cbstruction, from partially or totally jumping any fence, or from leaving part of its owner’s property.

(9) To fail to remove waste from the tethered area on a daily basis;

(10} To tether any animal without using a properly fitted collar or harness;

(11) To use choke-type collars to tether any animal; or

(12) To use a tether that weighs more than one fifth (1/5) of the animal’'s body weight.

Richland Hills, Texas

Sec. 6-80. Tethering animals.

{a) No unattended animal shall be tethered by any means on any public property such as city parks or utility
easements, or public access private property such as undeveloped lots or unfenced yards, or any other plot or
tract where the public has unrestricted access.

{b) Any tethered animal in a restricted access enclosure shall have continuous access to shade and water,
and have unrestricted access to a wind and moisture proof shelter.

(c) Any tethered animal shall be arranged so that the tethering device cannot become tangled around trees,
poies or other obstacles and prevent the access to shade, water and shelter.

Washington, D.C.
Crue/ chaining of dogs prohibfted by the District’s "Freedom From Cruefty to Animals Protection Act.”

Chapter 106, Sec. 2 (b) For the purpose of this section, “cruelly chains” means attaching an animal to a
stationary object or a pulley by means of a chain, rope, tether, leash, cable, or similar restraint under
circumstances that may endanger its health, safety, or well-being. "Cruelly chains” includes, but is not limited
to, the use of a chain, rope, tether, leash, cable, or similar restraint that: (1) Exceeds 1/8 the body weight of
the animal; {2) Causes the animal to choke; (3) Is too short for the animal to move around or for the animal to
urinate or defecate in a separate area from the area where it must eat, drink, or lie down; (4) Is situated where
it can become entangled; (5) Does not permit the animal access to food, water, shade, dry ground, or shelter;
or (6) Does not permit the animal to escape harm. {Act 13-418; June 1, 2001)

ttp://www.unchainyourdog.org/Laws.htm 10/11/201



