
PHED#a 
June 23,2011 

MEMORANDUM 

June 13,2011 

TO: 

FROM: 

Planning, Housing, and Economic Development Committee 

CUi 
Charles H. Sherer, Legislative Analyst 

SUBJECT: Executive Regulation 5-11, schedule of fees for permits, licenses, and certifications 
method 2, Department of Permitting Services 

Background The Department of Permitting Services is an enterprise fund and is supposed to charge 
fees to its customers that will cover its costs and also provide some reserve. However, in recent years 
fees have not covered costs. The FYl2 budget included two proposed changes to increase revenues 
so as to cover all costs (direct + overhead) and to create a positive fund balance. The Committee 
reviewed the proposed increases on April 27, 2011 in its review of the FY12 operating budget. The 
Council staff memorandum included the following explanation provided by DPS staff: 

"(1) Building Permit revenue projection was increased by $472,620 due to a proposed change 
to the Executive Regulations to remove the cap from the permit fee for commercial buildings. 
(2) Building Permit revenue was also increased by $1,748,820 due to a proposed change to the 
Executive Regulations to charge 35% [the Department reduced this to 30%] of the permit fee at 
the time of application for commercial projects. This would be a one year increase and would 
level off in FYI3." 

Executive regulations On May 26, 2011, the Council received the executive regulation to 
implement the two proposed revenue increases. Council staff recommends approval. 

1. Removing the cap on fees for commercial construction DPS has two fee schedules: the lower 
fee schedule is for projects that do not require additional review for MNCPPC site plan conditions; 
the higher fee schedule is for projects that do require additional review for MNCPPC site plan 
conditions - the fees are higher because DPS must do additional review. 

f:\sherer\word\executive regulations\er 5-11 memo.doc 06113111 3 :27 PM 



Currently, the lower fee schedule is 1.88% of DPS's estimated cost of construction for all 
costs less than or equal to $8,739,362 and there is no fee for construction costs above that amount. 
Therefore, the maximum fee is $164,300 (1.88% of $8.7 million), so a project with a construction 
cost of $87 million pays the same fee as a project with a construction cost of $8.7 million, even 
though DPS's cost to review the plans and inspect the project various times during construction are 
much higher with the more expensive project. 

The higher fee schedule is 3.01 % ofDPS's estimated cost of construction for all costs less 
than or equal to $8,733,721 and there is no fee for construction costs above that amount. Therefore, 
the maximum fee is $262,885 (3.01 % of$8.7 million), so a project with a construction cost of$87 
million pays the same fee as a project with a construction cost of $8.7 million, even though DPS's 
cost to review the plans and inspect the project various times during construction are much higher 
with the more expensive project. 

The fees should cover the costs DPS incurs to review and inspect the project, which means 
that fees should increase as the estimated construction cost increases, with no limit on the estimated 
construction cost. The new ER would set the above %s (1.88% and 3.01 %) on estimated construction 
costs less than or equal to $8,OQO,000 and would add a relatively small increment of 0.3% for all 
costs above $8,000,000 ($3,000 for each $1 million over $8 million). DPS data show that fewer than 
1 % of commercial projects cost more than $8 million, roughly 4 - 6 projects each year. 

For an MNCPPC project, if the estimated construction cost were $16 million, the fee on the 
first $8.0 million would be $240,800 (3.01 % of $8.0 million), but the fee on the second $8.0 million 
would be only $24,000, a modest increase over the current fee. DPS estimates that building permit 
revenue will increase $472,620 in FY12 due this change (removing the cap). 

2. Increase the portion of the total fee that the applicant must pav at filing (the filing fee) 
Currently, applicants pay a small filing fee when they apply for a permit and they pay the balance of 
the total fee when they get the permit. There are at least two problems with only collecting a small 
fee at the time of filing. First, DPS must immediately incur all its costs to review the plans, but does 
not get the revenue to cover these costs until sometime later, maybe much later, perhaps several years 
later. The second problem is that some applicants abandon the project for various reasons and never 
get the permit, so they never pay DPS for all the costs DPS incurred to review the plans. For FYlO, 
DPS estimates that it did not get and will never get $4 million of permit fees to cover the cost of plan 
review work they did but the applicants abandoned the projects. 

One way to solve this problem is to increase the portion of the total fee that the applicant must 
pay at filing so that DPS gets more revenue to cover a greater portion of its costs of reviewing the 
plans. The total fee will not increase; rather, applicants will pay more when they file and therefore 
less when they get the permit. If an applicant does not get the permit, then DPS will not get any 
additional fee, but DPS will not incur any additional costs for inspecting the project either. As shown 
on ©48, some other jurisdictions collect more at filing than DPS proposes. 
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Examples of the impact 
a) For a new residence regardless of size or cost, the filing fee will increase $350, from $825 to 
$1,175. 

b) For commercial buildings, the new filing fee will be 30% of the total fee. For an MNCPPC 
commercial building, the current filing fee is $825 regardless of size or cost. If the estimated 
construction cost is $8 million, the new filing fee will be $72,240 (30% of the total fee, which is 
3.01 % of $8 million). Even this new and higher amount will not cover all the costs of reviewing the 
plans, which DPS estimates are roughly 50% of the total fee. 

DPS estimates that FY 12 revenues will increase $1.5 million as a result of collecting more of 
the total fee at application. If!!Q.!!£ of the applicants get their permits, then revenue in years beyond 
FY12 will be the same ($0) and total revenue over all years will be $1.5 million more. If all ofthe 
applicants get their permits, then revenue in years beyond FY12 will be $1.5 million less, and total 
revenue over all years will be the same. The higher filing fee will no doubt result in fewer abandoned 
filings. Since most applicants will get their permits but some will not, total revenue over all years 
will be slightly more as a result of this change. 

Contents: 

© Item 
1 Resolution to approve ER 5-11 
2 Memorandum from the Executive recommending approval 
6 ER 5-11, "clean" copy 
27 ER 5-11, "marked up" copy 
48 Comments DPS received about the ER 
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Resolution No: 

Introduced: June 28, 2011 

Adopted: 


COUNTY COUNCIL 
FOR MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND 

By: County Council 

SUBJECT: 	 Executive Regulation 5-11, schedule of fees for pemlits. licenses, and 
certifications - method 2, Department ofPemlitting Services 

Background 

1. 	 In a memorandum dated May 26, 2011, the County Executive sent Executive Regulation 5-11 
to the County Council. This resolution supersedes Executive Regulation 11-08. 

2. 	 The two main changes are: 

a. 	 To remove the current cap on the pemlit fee for commercial construction projects. 

b. 	 To require applicants for pemlits to pay a greater part of the County's cost of 
reviewing building plans when the applicants apply for the pemlit before the County 
incurs the costs, rather than when the applicants get the pemlit after the County incurs 
the costs. 

3. 	 The Council reviewed the regulation under method (2) of §2A-15 of the County Code. 

4. 	 Under method (2), the regulation takes effect if the Council does not approve or disapprove it 
within 60 days after the Council receives it, unless the Council extends time. The Council 
received it on May 26, 2011. 

Action 

The County Council for Montgomery County, Maryland approves Executive 
Regulation 5-11. 

This is a correct copy of Council action. 

Linda M. Lauer, Clerk of the Council 



063:188 

OFFICE OF THE COUNTY EXECUTIVE 
ROCKVILLE, MARYLAND 20850 

Isiah Leggett 
County Executive 

[,,)MEMORANDUM 

;-- c-:' ~-q 
May 26, 2011 

,~"; -< ...<: 
co 
c 

TO: Valerie Ervin, President 
County Council . /')~ 

FROM: Isiah Leggett, County Executive ~~ 
SUBJECT: Proposed Executive Regulation 5-11 

Schedule of Fees for Pennits, Licenses and Certifications - Method 2 ... 
The purpose of this memo is to submit proposed Executive Regulation 

5-11 Schedule of Fees for Pennits, Licenses and Certifications - Method 2 to the County Council 
for approval. The primary impetus for these changes is that in many cases, DPS has been unable 
to collect a filing fee that covers services provided. Last year alone DPS was unable to collect 
over $4,000,000 of permit fee balances for plan review work that was completed. Because the 
pennits were never pulled, the pennit fees were never collected - despite many work years of 
staff time spent on plan reviews. 

The proposed Executive Regulation was advertised in the April 1,2011, 
Montgomery County Register. Attached are comments received by the Department ofPennitting 
Services. The comments received were in the following areas: Residential Building Pennit filing 
fee - 50%; Automation Enhancement Fee; 2nd level commercial fee - projects over $8,000,000; 
35% Commercial Building Pennit filing fee; and two tiered residential Use and Occupancy fee. 

After review of the attached written comments and verbal comments from staff, 
DPS modified the originally proposed filing fee for Residential Building Permits from a 
percentage of the total pennit fee to an exact amount. Filing fees for Residential Building 
Pennits for additions, alterations and repair will remain the same as in the current Executive 
Regulation. The total pennit fee for new residential buildings will not change. However, in 
order to capture the cost of plan reviews and other upfront costs, filing fees for new Residential 
Building Pennits will be a flat fee of 50% of the lowest Residential Building Permit fee. 

~311)
montgomerycountymd.gov/ 311 rtb h,III.".a,li' 240-773-3556 TTY 
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Page Two 
Proposed Executive Regulation 5-11 
Schedule ofFees for Permits, Licenses and Certifications - Method 2 

Filing fees for Commercial Building Permits have been lowered from the initial 
proposal of35% to 30% of the total permit fee. Collecting 30% of the total permit fee up front is 
consistent with most surrounding jurisdictions. Again, the total fee will not increase. Weare 
simply asking for a greater percentage up front to better cover our costs. 

DPS received comments opposing the proposal to increase the fee cap for 
commercial buildings with construction costs exceeding $8,000,000. These commercial building 
permits are a small percentage of the total number of commercial permits received by DPS. 
Typically, the larger the cost of construction the larger and more complex the building. The 
increase in square footage and/or stories requires more review and inspection time. DPS 
believes that the minimal additional charge for those projects valued above $8,000,000 is 
reasonable, comparable to other neighboring jurisdictions, and addresses the inequity of much 
larger building projects paying the same permit fee as those valued at $8,000,000 (our current 
cap). The chart on the attached page three summarizes the new proposed net permit costs for 
projects ofvarious values. 

DPS also made general revisions to clarify existing fee descriptions and to correct 
spelling and grammatical errors. All fees in this Executive Regulation are consistent with the 
County Executive's recommended FY12 budget for the Department of Permitting Services. If 
you need additional information please call Reginald Jetter on 240-777-6275. 

RTJ:adr 

Attachments 



OFFICE OF MANAGEMENT AND BUDGET 

Isiah Leggett 
 Joseph F. Beach 

County Executive Director 

MEMORANnUM 

May 24, 2011 

TO: 	 Joseph F. B~c;~~)irector, Office ofManagement and Budget 

FROM: 	 Amy Wilso~forManagement and Budget Specialist 

SUBJECT: 	 Executive Regulation 5-11, Schedule ofFees for Permits, Licenses and Certifications
Method 2 

REGULATION SUMMARY 

The proposed Executive Regulation modifies and corrects existing requirements and 
descriptions and establishes new fees as follows: 

• 	 Modifies the maximum building permit fee that covers the administration, plan review and 
enforcement programs of the Department of Permitting Services. The building permit filing fee 
payable at the time of permit application has been increased to a percentage of the total permit fee 
due. The overall permit fee has not been increased; 

• 	 Adds alternative energy sources, such as solarlPV, generators and wind turbines, to Sections 
ill.B.5&25; 

• 	 Removes re-inspection fees from Section I.G and Section II.G; 
• 	 Adds a Residential Use and Occupancy fee to cover the costs associated with the regulation to issue 

Use and Occupancy Certificates to residential properties in accordance with ZTA 09-03; 
• 	 Removes language from Section VII.D.1&3 exempting mechanical work performed without a permit 

from the normal fee; 
• 	 Adds a fee, in Section VII.D.1&3, for an applicant requested partial inspection; 
• 	 Adds a fee, in Section VII.F, for minor room description name changes to approved plans. Instead of 

the higher plan revision fee, applicants will pay a lower fee for this simple revision; 
• 	 Inserts language in Section VII.G.2 and ill.H that was previously omitted in the Executive Regulation 

11-08 due to a typographical error; and 
• 	 Revises language to clarify existing fee descriptions. 

FISCAL SUMMARY 

The proposed regulation updates the existing specifications and requirements and does 
not require additional resources to implement. However, the proposed changes will impact County 
projects that exceed $8,000,000 in construction costs. increased cost to the County would be $3,000 

Office of the Director 

101 Monroe Street, 14th Floor • Rockville,Maryland20850 .240-777-2800 
\Vww.montgomerycountymd.gov 
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Joseph F. Beach 
May 24,2011 
Page 2 

for every $1,000,000 in construction costs above the $8,000,000 threshold. The total impact to the 
County depends on the magnitude of future capital budgets for facilities for Montgomery County. 

This regulation will result in a one-time increase in Building Permit revenues in FY12. 
Building Permit revenue is expected to increase in FY12 by $1,498,980 due to the increased portion of 
the filing fee that will be due at the time of application. As this increase is the result ofa change in the 
timing ofwhen the fee is collected and not an increase in the fee itself, revenues will return to previous 
levels in the out years. There may be some residual increase in permit filing fee revenue from permits 
that are never issued in that this regulation requires payment of a portion of the filing fee at application 
rater than when the permit is issued. 

As a result of removing the maximum building permit fee, it is calculated that in FY12 
permit fees will increase by $472,620. This increase in revenue will continue and is projected to increase 
in the out years as permitting activity increases for a total projected increase of$3,060,050 over a six year 
period. 

The addition of the Residential Use and Occupancy fee will generate an estimated 
$108,000 in fees based on a three-year average number of residential permits. This increase will continue 
and is projected to increase as residential permit activity increases for a total projected increase of 
$699,260 over a six year period. 

The FY12 Recommended Budget includes the projected revenue increases. 

The economic impact associated with this regulation should be manageable as the. 
proposed changes and new fees are in line with the practices ofneighboring jurisdictions and it is not 
expected to significantly affect the number ofpermit applications in Montgomery County. 

The following contributed to and concurred with this analysis: Alicia L. Thomas, Thomas 
Laycock, George Muste and Hadi Mansouri ofthe Department ofPermitting Services; Mike Coveyou, 
Department of Finance; and Amy Wilson, Office ofManagement and Budget. 

JFB:aw 

c: 	 Kathleen Boucher, Assistant ChiefAdministrative Officer 
Jennifer Hughes, Acting Director, Department ofPennitting Services 
Mike Coveyou, Department ofFinance 
John Cuff, Office ofManagement and Budget 
Amy Wilson, Office of Management and Budget 

O~~~W . 
\ \ .L 	 d~~Fiscallmpa<:tStatementapproved 

. ' ~ Director 


Fiscal Impact Statement not approved, OMB will contact department to remedy. 




MONTGOMERY COUNTY 

EXECUTIVE REGULATION 


Offices of the County Executive. 101 Monroe Street. Rockville, Maryland 20850 

Subject: 
Schedule of Fees for Permits, Licenses and Certifications - METHOD 2 

Number: 5-11 

Originatina De~artment: DEPARTMENT OF PERMlmNG SERVICES Effective Date: 

Montgomery Cotmty Regulation on: 

SCHEDULE OF FEES FOR PERMITS, LICENSES AND CERTIFICATIONS - METHOD 2 

DEPARTMENT OF PERMITTING SERVICES 

Issued by: COtmty Executive 

Regulation No.5-II 


Authority: Code.Sections 8-13,8-14, 8-24b, 8-28, 17-2, 17-10, 17-20, 27a-5(E), 22-13, 47-2, 47-4 

Supersedes: Regulation No. 11-08 Schedule ofFees for Permits, Licenses and Certifications 


Cotmcil review: Method 2 tmder Code Section 2A-15 

Register VoL 28 No.4 


Comment Deadline: April 30, 2011 

Effective Date: 


Sunset Date: None 


SUMMARY: This Executive Regulation modifies the maximum building permit fee that covers 
the administration, plan review and enforcement programs of the Department of Permitting 
Services. The building permit filing fee payable at the time of permit application has been 
increased to a percentage of the total permit fee due. The overall permit fee has not been increased. 
Alternative energy sources, such as solar/PV, generators and wind turbines, have been added to 
Sections III.B.5&25. Re-inspections fees have been removed from Section LG. and Section ILG. 
A Residential Use and Occupancy fee has been added to cover the costs associated with the 
regulation to issue Use and Occupancy Certificates to residential properties in accordance with ZTA 
09-03. In Section VILD.l&3 the language exempting mechanical work performed without a permit 
from the normal fee has been removed and a fee for an applicant requested partial inspection was 
added. In Section VII.F a fee for minor room description name changes to the approved plans for 
residential projects was added. Instead of the higher plan revision fee, applicants will pay a lower 
fee for this simple revision. In Section VlI.G.2 and lILH language is inserted that was omitted in 
the previous Executive Regulation 11-08 due to typographical error. This regulation has also been 
revised to clarify existing fee descriptions. 

ADDRESS: 	 Department of Permitting Services 
255 Rockville Pike, Second Floor 
Rockville, Maryland 20850 
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MONTGOMERY COUNTY 

EXECUTIVE REGULATION 


Offices of the County Executive. 101 Monroe Street. Rockville, Maryland 20850 
I 

Subject: 
Schedule of Fees for Permits, Licenses and Certifications - METHOD 2 

Number: 5-11 

Originating Department: DEPARTMENT OF PERMITTING SERVICES Effective Date: 

STAFF CONTACT: 	 Hadi Mansouri, Chief 

Division of Building Construction 

240-777-6233 


BACKGROUND INFORMATION: The Department ofPennitting Services was established as a fee
supported enterprise within the Executive Branch of Montgomery County in 1996. Revenues that support 
the Department are established under these Method 2 Executive Regulations and by County Council 
resolution. 

I. BUILDING PERMITS WITH MARYLAND-NATIONAL CAPITAL PARK AND 

PLANNING COMMISSION (MNCPPC) SITE PLAN APPROVAL 


A. General 

1. 	 All fees required by this section must be paid prior to release ofthe permit. Construction, 
including excavation, must not begin until all fees are paid. , 

2. 	 A filing fee must be paid at the time ofapplication submittaL Filing fees are included in the 
permit fee. 

3. 	 Pennit fees are calculated and collected for each permit application. When an application 
includes multiple buildings, a separate fee will be assessed to each building or for each 
mailing address. 

4. 	 For the purposes of calculating the pennit fee residential is defined as detached one- and two
family dwellings and townhouses not more than three stories above grade plane in height 
with a separate means ofegress. 

5. 	 For the purposes of calculating the pennit fee for commercial buildings, the following shall 
apply: 

Each portion of a building separated by one or more fire walls or horizontal 
assemblies (3 hrs), shall be considered as a separate building. Two or more 
buildings on the same lot shall be treated as separate buildings. 

6. 	 Plan revision fees are addition to the initial permit fees. 
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MONTGOMERY COUNTY 

EXECUTIVE REGULATION 


Offices of the County Executive. 101 Monroe Street. Rockville, Maryland 20850 

Subject: Number: 5-11 . 
Schedule of Fees for Permits, Licenses and Certifications - METHOD 2 

Originating Department: DEPARTMENT OF PERMITTING SERVICES Effective Date: 

7. Plan revisions are considered changes made by the applicant to the approved construction 
documents. 

B. One- and Two-Family Dwellings and Related Accessory Structures 

1. 	 Application filing fee for new-building construction 

a. 	 One- and two-family-detached dwelling unit per dwelling unit: $1175 
b. 	 One- and two-family-attached dwelling unit per dwelling unit $545 

2. 	 Application filing fee for addition, alteration or repair $310 

3. 	 Application filing fee for addition, alteration or repair to homes that utilize a private well or 
septic system $340 

4. 	 New construction: 

a. 	 One- and two-family-detached dwelling unit per dwelling unit: 

Gross floor area less than 5,000 square feet (SF) $2,350 

Gross floor area 5,000 SF but less that 7,500 SF $3,345 

Gross floor area 7,500 SF or more $4,355 


b. 	 One- and two-family-attached dwelling unit per dwelling unit $1,090 

5. 	 Alterations, or repair: $0.3535 per SF of the construction area 

6. 	 Additions - one and two family detached $0.4948 per SF of the construction area 

7. 	 Additions - one and two family attached $0.3535 per SF of constuction area 

8. 	 Private in-ground swimming pool (including fence) $ 480 

9. 	 Private above-ground swimming pool (including fence) $250 

10. 	Decks (opened unenclosed) 500 SF or less in area $185 

11. 	 Dt;cks (opened unenclosed) more than 500 SF in area $310 

([J12. 	Retaining Walls $185 
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MONTGOMERY COUNTY 

EXECUTIVE REGULATION 


Offices ofthe County Executive. 101 Monroe Street. Rockville, Maryland 20850 

Subject: Number: 5·11 
Schedule of Fees for Permits, Licenses and Certifications - METHOD 2 

Originating Department: DEPARTMENT OF PERMlnlNG SERVICES Effective Date: 

13. 	Accessory buildings: 200 SF or less $120 

(Includes but is not limited to sheds, garages and gazebos) 


14. Accessory buildings more than 200 SF: $0.3535 per SF 

with minimum fee of $310 


15. 	Plan Revision: $0.3535 per SF of revised area or the filing fee per occurrence, whichever is 
greater. Each revision occurrence may include revision to one or more disciplines. Plan 
revisions are considered changes made by the applicant to the approved construction 
documents. Revisions submitted on different dates are considered separate occurrences. 

C. Other Buildings and Structures 

1. 	 Application-filing fee for construction, alteration, 
addition (per occurrence); 30% of permit fee 

2. 	 New construction and additions: Permit fee is based on the cost of construction as 
determined by using the latest valuation data and procedures, as published by the 
International Code Council. The director will provide a worksheet and a formula that 
includes the latest numerical values of the valuation data and the local permit-fee multiplier 
to be used in determining the fee. An applicant must provide building dimensions, square 
footage, use group, construction type, and numbers of floors including basements, in order 
for the fee to be calculated. The cost ofconstruction is determined by DPS. 

a. 	 If the calculated cost ofconstruction is equal to or less than $8,000,000 the permit 
fee is the cost of construction multiplied by the local permit-fee multiplier $0.0301. 

b. 	 If the calculated cost of construction is greater than $8,000,000 the permit fee is the 
sum of the fee in 2(a) PLUS the cost ofconstruction of excess amount over 
$8,000,000 multiplied by $0.003. MPDU units are excluded from this additional 
calculation. 

3. 	 Repairs, alterations and accessory structures: Permit fee is based on the cost of 
construction as provided by the applicant multiplied by the local permit fee multiplier. 
However, the department may verify and recalculate the cost estimation submitted by the 
applicant by using the latest valuation data and procedures, as published by the 
International Code Council. The applicant may be required to provide construction bid (Q\

rJ' 
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MONTGOMERY COUNTY 

EXECUTIVE REGULATION 


Offices of the County Executive. 101 Monroe Street. Rockville, Maryland 20850 

Subject: 
Schedule of Fees for Permits, licenses and Certifications - METHOD 2 

Number: 5-11 

Originating Department: DEPARTMENT OF PERMIITING SERVICES Effective Date: 

documents. The director will provide a worksheet and a fonnula that includes the latest 
numerical values of the valuation data and the local permit-fee multiplier to be used in 
determining the fee. An applicant must provide building dimensions, square footage, use 
group, construction type, and numbers of floors including basements, in order for the fee to 
be calculated. 	 . 

a. 	 If the cost of construction is equal to or less than $8,000,000 the permit fee is the 
cost of construction multiplied by the local pennit-fee multiplier $0.0301. 

b. 	If the cost of construction is greater than $8,000,000 the permit fee is the sum of the 
total in 2(a) PLUS the cost of construction of the excess amount over $8,000,000 
multiplied by $0.003. MPDU units are excluded from this additional calculation. 

4. 	 Plan Revisions: Fees are $825 or calculated in accordance with sections C.2. or C.3. above 
per occurrence, whichever is greater. Each revision occurrence may include revision to one 
or more disciplines. Plan revisions are considered changes made by the applicant to the 
approved construction documents after the building pennit has been issued. Revisions 
submitted on different dates are considered separate occurrences. 

D. Demolition Pennit 	 $ 360 

E. Fence Pennit 	 $ 78 

F. Use-and-Occupancy Certificates 

1. 	The fee for any commercial Use-and-Occupancy Certificate must be paid at the 

time of application. The maximum fee is $12,265 


2. The fee for any commercial Use-and-Occupancy Certificate for each building or 

portion of a building or use is per square foot of area, as follows: 


0- 5,000 SF 	 $440 
5,001 - 10,000 SF 	 $ 720 
10,001 20,000 SF 	 $ 860 
20,001 SF and up 	 $ 860 Plus 
$0.0230 per SF of area exceeding 20,000 SF 

.~ 

(1:) 
~-----------------------------------------------------------------------
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MONTGOMERY COUNTY 

EXECUTIVE REGULATION 


Offices of the County Executive. 101 Monroe Street. Rockville, Maryland 20850 

Subject: Number: 5-11 
Schedule of Fees for Permits, Licenses and Certifications - METHOD 2 

Originating Department: DEPARTMENT OF PERMITTING SERVICES Effective Date: 

3. The fee for a Use-and-Occupancy Certificate for lots or parcels without 
bUildings/structures on them is $ 440 

4. The inspection fee for using or occupying a site without a Use-and-Occupancy 
Certificate is $ 185 in addition to the fee for the Use-and-Occupancy Certificate. 

5. 	 Residential Use and Occupancy Certificate $145 

G. Mechanical Permit 

1. 	 A minimum fee of$ 65 applies to all Mechanical Permits issued to one- and two-family
attached and -detached dwellings. This fee is in addition to the equipment fee listed in this 
section. 

2. 	 A minimum fee of $ 105 applies to all other Mechanical Permits. This fee is in addition to 
the equipment fee listed in this section. 

3. 	 Except for one- and two-family attached and detached dwellings, the base mechanical 
fee is 1.59% of the cost difference between the contract value and the value of listed 
equipment. The Department may require evidence of the contract value and equipment 
value. This fee is in addition to the equipment fee listed in this section. The following fee 
schedule applies to each piece of equipment. 

New, replacement and repaired equipment: 

a. 	 Heating equipment (includes, but is not limited to, heat pump auxiliary heat, 
heating capacity ofpackaged units, duct heaters, V A V box heating elements, 
gas-fired fireplaces, geo-thermal units, etc.): 

Each 100 MBH or fraction 	 $ 23 

b. 	 Cooling equipment (includes, but is not limited to, cooling capacity of heat pumps, 
packaged units, cooling boxes, cooling equipment with compressors, etc.): 

Each five ton capacity or fraction . $ 23 

c. 	 Fuel tanks: 
Each 500 water gallons $ 52 

6 




MONTGOMERY COUNTY 

EXECUTIVE REGULATION 


Offices of the County Executive. 101 Monroe Street. Rockville, Maryland 20850 

Subject: 
Schedule of Fees for Permits, Licenses and Certifications - METHOD 2 

Number: 5-11 

Originating Department: DEPARTMENT OF PERMITTING SERVICES Effective Date: 

d. 	 Expansion tanks: 
Each 50 water gallons $ 52 

e. 	 Pre-fabricated fireplace (includes wood stoves) 
Each firebox $ 26 

f. 	 Pre-fabricated chimney 
Each chimney $ 14 

4. Consultation inspection (per hour or fraction) 	 $135 

II. 	 BUILDING PERMITS WITHOUT MARYLAND-NATIONAL CAPITAL PARK AND 
PLANNING COMMISSION (MNCPPC) SITE PLAN APPROVAL 

A. 	 General 


. ' 


1. 	 All fees required by this section must be paid prior to release of the permit and. Construction, 
including excavation, must not begin until all fees are paid. 

2. 	 A filing fee must be paid at the time ofapplication submittaL Filing fees are included in the 
permit fee. 

3. 	 Permit fees are calculated and collected for each permit application. When an application 
includes multiple buildings, a separate fee will be assessed to each building or for each 
mailing address, which ever results in the greater fee. 

4. 	 For the purposes of calculating the permit fee residential is defmed as detached one- and 
two-family dwellings and townhouses not more than three stories above grade plane in 
height with a separate means of egress. 

5. 	 For the purposes of calculating the permit fee for commercial buildings, the following shall 
apply: 

Each portion ofa building separated by one or more fire walls, or horizontal 
assemblies (3 hrs) shall be considered as a separate building. Two or more 
buildings on the same lot shaH be treated as separate buildings. 

6. 	 Plan revision fees are in addition to the original or ma'{imum Qennit fees. 
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MONTGOMERY COUNTY 

EXECUTIVE REGULATION 


Offices of the County Executive. 101 Monroe Street. Rockville, Maryland 20850 

Subject: Number: 5-11 
Schedule of Fees for Permits, Licenses and Certifications - METHOD 2 
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7. 	 Plan revisions are considered changes made by the applicant to the approved construction 
documents. 

B. 	 One- and Two-Family Dwellings and Related Accessory Structures 

1. 	 Application filing fee for new-building construction 


a.. One- and two-family-detached dwelling unit per dwelling ~t: $738 

b. 	 One- and two-family~attached dwelling unit per dwelling unit $340 

2. 	 Application filing fee for addition, alteration or repair $190 

3. 	 Application filing fee for addition, alteration or repair to homes that utilize a private 
well or septic system $220 

4. New construction: 

a. 	 One- and two-family-detached dwelling unit per dwelling unit: 
Gross floor area less than 5,000 square feet SF $1,475 
Gross floor area 5,000 SF but less than 7,500 SF $2,085 
Gross floor area 7,500 SF or more $2,725 

b. 	 One- and two-family-attached dwelling unit per dwelling unit $ 680 

5. 	 Alterations or repair: .2209 per SF of the construction area 

6. 	 Additions one and two family detached .3092 per SF ofthe construction area 

7. 	 Additions - one and two family attached .2209 per SF ofthe construction area 

8. 	 Private in-ground swimming pool (including fence) $ 295 

9. 	 Private above-ground swimming pool (including fence) $ 155 

10. 	Decks (opened unenclosed) 500 SF or less in area $ 110 

11. Decks (opened unenclosed) more than 500 SF in area $ 190 
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12. Retaining Walls 	 $ 110 

13. Accessory buildings: 200 SF or less 

(Includes but is not limited to sheds, garages and gazebos) $ 76 


. 14. Accessory buildings more than 200 SF: $ 0.2209 per SF with a minimum fee of $190. 

15. 	 Plan Revision: $ 0.2209 per SF of revised area or the application filing fee per occurrence, 
whichever is greater. Each revision occurrence may include revision to one or more 
disciplines. Plan revisions are considered changes made by the applicant to approved 
construction documents. Revisions submitted on different dates are considered separate 
occurrences. 

C. Other Buildings and Structures 

1. 	 Application-filing fee for construction, alteration, 
addition (per occurrence); 30% of permit fee 

2. 	 New construction and additions: Permit fee is based on the cost of construction as 
determined by using the latest valuation data and procedures, as published by the 
International Code Council. The director will provide a worksheet and a formula that 
includes the latest numerical values of the valuation data and the local permit-fee multiplier 
to be used in determining the fee. An applicant must provide building dimensions, square 
footage, use group, construction type, and numbers of floors including basements, in order 
for the fee to be calculated. The cost of construction is determined by DPS. 

a. 	 If the calculated cost of construction is equal to or less than $8,000,000 the permit 
fee is the cost of construction multiplied by the local permit-fee multiplier $0.0188. 

b. 	 If the calculated cost ofconstruction is greater than $8,000,000 the permit fee is the 
sum of the fee in 2(a) PLUS the cost of construction of the excess amount over 
$8,000,000 multiplied by $0.003. MPDU units are excluded from the calculation in 
2(b). MPDU units are excluded from this additional calculation. 

3. 	 Repairs, alterations and accessory structures: Permit fee is based on the cost of 
construction as provided by the applicant multiplied by the local permit fee multiplier. 
However, the department may verify and recalculate the cost estimation submitted by the 
applicant by using the latest valuation data and procedures, as published by the rf:f! 
International Code CounciL The applicant may be required to provide construction bid tJ..r." 
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documents. The director will provide a worksheet and a fonnula that includes the latest 
numerical values of the valuation data and the local pennit-fee multiplier to be used in 
detennining the fee. An applicant must provide building dimensions, square footage, use 
group, construction type, and numbers of floors including basements, in order for the fee to 
be calculated. 

a. 	 If the cost ofconstruction is equal to or less than $8,000,000 the pennit fee is the 
cost of construction multiplied by the local pennit-fee multiplier $0.0188. 

b. 	 If the cost of construction is greater than $8,000,000 the pennit fee is the sum of the 
fee in 2(a) PLUS the cost ofconstruction of the excess amount over $8,000,000 
multiplied by $0.003. MPDU units are excluded from this additional calculation. 

4. 	 Plan Revisions: Fees are $515 or calculated in accqrdance with sections C.2. or C.3. above 
per occurrence, whichever is greater. Each revision occurrence may include revision to one 
or more disciplines. Plan revisions are considered changes made by the applicant to the 
approved construction documents after the building permit has been issued. Revisions 
submitted on different dates are considered separate occurrences. 

D. Demolition Pennit 	 $ 230 

E. Fence Pennit 	 $ 47 

F. Use-and-Occupancy Certificates 

1. 	 The fee for any Use-and-Occupancy Certificate must be paid at the time of application. 
The maximum fee is $ 7,660. 

2. 	 The fee for any commercial Use-and-Occupancy Certificate for each building or portion of 
a building or use is per square foot ofarea, as follows: 

o -5,000 SF 	 $ 270 
5,001 - 10,000 SF $ 450 
10,001 - 20,000 SF $ 530 
20,001 SF and up $ 530 Plus 
$0.0149 per SF of area exceeding 20,000 SF 

3. 	 The fee for a Use-and-Occupancy Certificate for lots or parcels without 

buildings/structures on them is $ 270 
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4. 	 The inspection fee for using or occupying a site without a Use-and-Occupancy 

Certificate is $ 110 in addition to the fee for the Use-and-Occupancy Certificate. 


5. 	 Residential Use-and Occupancy Certificate $90 

G. Mechanical Permit 

1. 	 A minimum fee of$ 65 applies to all Mechanical Permits issued to one-and two-family
attached and -detached dwellings. This fee is in addition to the equipment fee listed in this 
section. 

2. A minimum fee of $ 105 applies to all other Mechanical Permits. This fee is in addition to 
the equipment fee listed in this section. 

3. 	 Except for one- and two-family attached and detached dwellings, the base mechanical 
fee is 1.59% of the cost difference between the contract value and the value of listed 
equipment. The Department may require evidence of the contract value and equipment 
value. This fee is in addition to the equipment fee listed in this section. The following fee 
schedule applies to each piece of equipment. 

New, replacement and repaired equipment: 

a. 	 Heating equipment (includes, but is not limited to, heat pump auxiliary heat, 
heating capacity of packaged units, duct heaters, V A V box heating elements, 
gas-fired fireplaces, geo-thermal units, etc.): 
Each 100 MBH or fraction $ 23 

b. 	 Cooling equipment (includes, but is not limited to, cooling capacity of heat pumps, 
packaged units, cooling boxes, cooling equipment with compressors, etc.): 
Each five ton capacity or fraction $ 23 

c. 	 Fuel tanks: 
Each 500 water gallons $ 52 

d. 	 Expansion tanks: 
Each 50 water gallons $ 52 
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e. 	 Pre-fabricated fIreplace (includes wood stoves) 
Each fIrebox $ 26 

f. 	 Pre-fabricated chimney 
Each chimney $ 14 

4. 	 Consultation inspection (per hour or fraction) $ 135 

III. 	 ELECTRICAL PERMIT AND LICENSE FEES 

A. 	 General 

1. 	 All fees required by this section must be paid before any permit is released, before any 
electrical work may begin, and before any inspection may be made. 

2. 	 A minimum fee of $ 90 applies to all electrical permits issued to one- and two-family 
attached and detached dwellings. ,This fee is in addition to the equipment fee listed in this 
section. 

3. 	 A minimum fee of $ 150 applies to all other electrical permits. This fee is in addition to 
the equipment fee listed in this section. 

B. 	 Electrical Permits 


L Air conditioners: Apply the motor schedule (see item 18.) 


2. Appliances, small * 	 $ 9 each 
* Such as air fIlters, automatic-vent amperes, clothes washers or dryers, 
cooking appliances (stoves, ranges, built-ins), dishwashers, disposals, 
fans, (exhaust, attic), humidifIers, sump pumps, trash compactors, water 
heaters or other water-treatment appliances 

3. Arc-vapor lamps, rectifIers or rheostat chargers for storage batteries $ 13 each 

4. Battery packs 	 $ 9 each 
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5. 	 Commercial new construction: This includes all branch circuit wiring, temporaries

pending-final, equipment/applicances within the structure. These fees are applicable to 

alternative power source - such as but not limited to: photo voltaic, wind turbine and 

generators. 


Not over 100 Amps $ 600 
From 101 to 200 Amps $ 745 
From 201 to 300 Amps $ 895 
From 301 to 400 Amps '$1,055 
For services over 400 Amps: $ 1,055 
plus $140 for each additional 100 Amps or fraction 

6. 	 Commercial tenant fit-ups, alterations, additions (includes all branch circuit wiring, 

temporaries-pending-final, equipment/appliances within the space) 


For low voltage or up to 20 devices $ 155 

For a single story up to 5,000 square feet $ 230 

For a single story from 5,001 10,000 square feet $ 380 

For a single story from 10,001 - 20,000 square feet $ 450 

For over 20,000 square feet or multi-story $ 520 per story 


7. 	 Control wiring for heating, air conditioning, duct heaters, air handlers, and motor-

control centers $ 21 


8. 	 Dental chairs $ 13 

9. 	 Electrical heating equipment (see motor schedule, item 18.) 

10. 	 Fire/security-alarm systems $ 38 

11. 	 Single-station smoke detectors (each) installed separately $ 4 

12. 	 First 20 fixtures $ 13 
Each additional 10 (or fraction thereof) $ 9 

13. 	 Gasoline pumps (each) $ 9 

® 
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14. 	 Heating equipment (other than strictly electrical): 
Residential or commercial: oil burners and gas burners, 
including controls (each) $ 13 

15. 	 Modular/mobile home $ 90 

16. 	 Motion-picture booths and equipment (each) $ 90 

17. 	 Meter stacks replacements (each meter) $ 31 

18. 	 Motors, rotating machinery, transformers, switch boards, electrical heaters, air 
conditioners, manually operated generators (assumes 1 kwor 1 kva = 1 hp): 

Under ~ HP 	 Charged as fixtures 
~ HP to 10 HP (each) 	 $ 16 
Over 10 HP to 20 HP (each) 	 $ 21 
Over 20 HP to 30 HP (each) 	 $ 31 
Over 30 HP to 50 HP (each) 	 $ 38 
Over 50 HP to 75 HP (each) 	 $ 46 
Over 75 HP (each) 	 $ 52 

19. 	 Outlets and rough wiring 
(1 to 20 lights, switches, or receptacles) $ 16 
Each additional 1 0 outlets or fraction $ 7 

20. 	 Radio, television, telephone (towers, dishes, microwave, relay systems, etc.) 
equipment $ 97 

21. 	 Service equipment, heavy-up, replacement, sub-panel, or relocation (Residential only); 
oto 400 Amp $ 38 

401 Amps and up $ 76 


22. 	 Signs (each Sign) $ 90 

23. 	 New Multi-family buildings (apartments, condominium dwelling units); 
For each dwelling unit $ 230 


(Common areas such as stairwells, laundry, and storage rooms are 

charged as individual units for each panel or sub panel required.) 
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24. Existing multi-family buildings (apartments, condominium dwelling units); 
For each dwelling unit $ 150 
(Common areas such as stairwells, laundry, and storage rooms are 
charged as individual units for each panel or sub panel required.) 

25. One- and two-family dwellings and townhouses: This includes all branch circuit wiring, 
temporaries-pending-final, equipmentlapplicances within the structure. These fees are also 
applicable to alternative power source - such as but not limited to: photovoltaic, wind 
turbine and generators switched with an automatic transfer switch. The flat fees for all 
wiring, fixtures, appliances, etc., including temporaries pending fmal, are as follows: 

Up to 200 Amp $ 230 

201 to 400 Amp $ 335 

More than 400 Amp $ 450 


26. 	 Special deck inspections, slab concealment (each) $ 46 

27. 	 Sub-panels (Commercial) 
Ot0400 Amp $ 38 
401 Amps and up $ 76 

28. 	 Swimming pools, hot tubs, and spas, including circulating pumps, 
fixtures, and receptacles $ 76 
Bonding $ 21 

29. 	 Temporary wiring - carnivals, fairs, holiday decorations and 
tree lots, etc. (Includes panels, fixtures, outlets, etc.) $ 110 

30. 	 Temporary for construction (Residential only) $ 76 

31. 	 Transformers (see motor schedule, item 18.) 

32. 	 Transformer vaults, duct banks 
(outdoor transformer, enclosure substation, or a switch-and-meter 
vault on private property including wiring) $ 97 

33. 	 X-ray machines (each) $ 16 

(Ji;)
34. 	 Any low-voltage work not previously specified 
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1-20 devices 

Each additional 10 or fraction thereof 

C. 	 Electrical License Fees 


. 1. Electrical Examinations 


a. 	 Master Electrician & Master Limited 
b. 	 Journeyman Electrician 
c. 	 Homeowner's Electrical Examination Fee 
d. 	 Homeowner's Electrical Re-Examination Fee 

2. 	 License and License Renewal Fees 

a. 	 Electrical Contractor (per year) 
b. 	 Master Electrician (per year) 
c. 	 Master Electrician (Limited) (per year) 
d. 	 Journeyman Electrician (per year) 
e. 	 Apprentice Electrician 

(identification card) (per year) 

3. 	 Duplicate license or identification card 

4. Re-examination fee 


5.' Late-renewal fee 


6. 	 Electrical contractor change of business name or status 

7. 	 Electrician Good Standing Letter Fee 

IV. FIRE-CODE-PLAN-REVIEW FEES 

A. 	 General 

$ 33 

$7 

$ 59 
$ 38 
$ 38 
$, 31 

$ 140 
$ 140 
$ 140 
$ 59 

$ 31 

$ 31 

$ 31 

$ 59 

$ 59 

$ 31 

1. All fees required bv this section must be paid before any nenn1t is released and 
• 	 " r 

construction is started. 
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2. The minimum application filing fee is $ 155. 

3. 	 Plan resubmittal means a new plan submitted, along with new permit application to 
incorporate change(s) or correction(s) to a plan and application that was previously 
denied. 

4. 	 Plan revisions are considered changes made by the applicant to the approved construction 
documents. Revision fees are in addition to the original or maximum permit fees. 

B. Fire-Protection-Systems Fees 

1. 	 Fire-alarm- and -detection systems (devices or household 

control panel) $ 16 per device, Max $ 2751floor 


2. 	 Halon, C02, or clean-agent systems 

(including controls, alarms, detection) 

Dry or wet chemical estinguishing systems $ 225 per system 


3. Fire-sprinkler systems 	 $ 3 per head 

4. Fire pumps 	 $ 76 

5. Standpipe systems: 

a. New systems (per standpipe riser) 	 $ 130 
b. Existing system (per each addition ofa hose valve) $ 38 

C. Plan Resubmittal 

1. First resubmittal 	 50% of original fee 

2. Second resubmittal 	 75% of original fee 

3. Each subsequent resubmittal 	 100% of original fee 

D. 	 Plan Revisions: fee must be calculated as in item B above or shall be the application 
filing fee per occurrence, whichever is greater. Revisions submitted on different dates 
are considered separate occurrences. 
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V. VENDOR FEES 

A. 	 Application fee (non-refundable) $ 38 

B. Operator Permit fee 

1. For Non-Certified Agricultural Producers and their operators $ 38 
2. For Certified Agricultural Producers and their operators $ 16 

C. Point-of-Sale License for Vendors Who are not Certified Agricultural Producers 

1. Base Rate (non-refundable) 	 $ 295 
2. Per site for Site-Specific Vendor 	 $ 76 

D. 	 Point-of-Sale License for Certified Agricultural Producers 

1. Base Rate (non-refundable) 	 $ 76 
2. Per site for Site-Specific Vendor $ 38 

NOTE: A separate Point-of-Sale License is required for each vending activity at a site. 

E. Temporary-Sales License 

1. 60 consecutive days 	 $ 190 
2. Daily Rate 	 $ 38 

F. Performance Bond for Future-Delivery Vendor 	 $ 1,305 

VI. 	 WELL-LOCATION PERMIT 

Well-Location Permit (Each well) 	 $ 160 

VII. MISCELLANEOUS 

A. 	 Filing fees and permit fees are based on fees in effect on the date the application 
was filed. All other fees are based on fees in effect at the time the service is 
requested (revision fee, extension fee, etc.) . 
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B. 	 All fees in this schedule are subject to an additio~al 10% Automation Enhancement 
Fee. (per Executive Regulation 5-98) 

C. 	 Refunds: Minimum permit filing and license fees are non-refundable. In the case 
of an abandonment or discontinuance of a project Wlder permit, the person who has 
paid the permit fee may return the permit for cancellation and, upon cancellation, 
may be refunded up to 50 percent of the fee paid, less the filing fee or minimum fee, 
as appropriate, provided: (1) No construction has occurred, and (2) The written 
request for refund is made prior to the expiration date of the permit. Revoked, 
suspended, or invalid permits or licenses, or licenses or permits in litigation, are not 
eligible for refunds. 

D. 	 Extensions: The fee to extend a permit, after written application and before the 

expiration of the original permit, is the minimum permit fee applicable to the permit 

being extended. 


E. 	 Inspection Fees: (Does not include fire code inspection) 

1. 	 First or second approved inspection of the same item or stage of construction for 

permitted work: Included in permit fee 


2. 	 Initial inspection of sites or property where work is proceeding without a permit 
$110 

3. Applicant requested partial inspection for residential (each occurrence). 	 Each re
inspection (residential or commercial) of the same item or stage ofconstruction after two 
disapprovals $110 

4. The re-inspection fee must be paid before an additional inspection is scheduled. 

F. 	 Permit Application Revisions: The fee for revisions to permit information after 

submission by the applicant is $ 59. 


G. 	 Plan revision, residential- room description name change $110 
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H. 	 Construction-codes modifications or interpretations: (Does not include fire code) 

1. 	 The fee for a construction-code-modification request for one- and two-family attached 
and detached dwellings is $ 130. 

2. 	 The fee for a construction-co de-modification request for all other buildings, including 
multi-family dwellings, is $ 260. 

1. 	 Pennit Denials: All permit requests that are denied because the applicant must apply to 
the Board of Appeals for a variance must include a non-refundable $ 59 processing fee. 

VIII. INDEXING OF FEES TO LABOR COST INCREASES 

The Director of Permitting Services must adjust each fee set in or under this regulation on July 1 of each 
year by a percentage that does not exceed the rate of the increase (if any) in the department's approved 
personnel costs for the then-current fiscal year compared to the approved personnel costs for the 
preceding fiscal year. 

For fees of $100 or more, the Director must calculate the revised fee to the nearest five dollars. For fees 
under $100, the Director must calculate the revised fee to the nearest dollar. 

The Director must publish the amount of this adjustment not later than July 1 of each year . 

.. .~ 

20 




MONTGOMERY COUNTY 

EXECUTIVE REGULATION 


Offices of the County Executive. 101 Monroe Street. Rockville, Maryland 20850 

Subject: 
Schedule of Fees for Permits, Licenses and Certifications - METHOD 2 

Number: 5-11 

Originating Department: DEPARTMENT OF PERMITrlNG SERVICES Effective Date: 

IX. SEVERABILITY 

The provisions of these regulations are severable. If a court of competent jurisdiction holds that a 
provision is invalid or inapplicable, the remainder ofthe regulation remains in effect. 

S66/1r 
~ 
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MONTGOMERY COUNTY 

EXECUTIVE REGULATION
, 

Offices of the County Executive. 101 Monroe Street. Rockville, Maryland 20850 

Subject: 
Schedule of Fees for Permits, Licenses and Certifications - METHOD 2 

Number: 5-11 

Originating De~artment: DEPARTMENT OF PERMITIING SERVICES Effective Date: 

Montgomery County Regulation on: 

SCHEDULE OF FEES FOR PERMITS, LICENSES AND CERTIFICATIONS METHOD 2 

DEPARTMENT OF PERMITTING SERVICES 

Issued by: County Executive 

Regulation No.5-II 


Authority: Code Sections 8-13, 8-14, 8-24b, 8-28, 17-2, 17-10, 17-20, 27a-5(E), 22-13,47-2,47-4 

Supersedes: Regulation No. 11-08 Schedule of Fees for Permits, Licenses and Certifications 


Council review: Method 2 under Code Section 2A-15 

Register VoL 28 No.4 


Comment Deadline: April 30, 2011 

Effective Date: 


Sunset Date: None 


SUMMARY: This Executive Regulation modifies the maximum building permit fee that covers 
the administration, plan review and enforcement programs of the Department of Permitting 
Services. The building permit filing fee payable at the time of permit application has been 
increased to a percentage of the total permit fee due. The overall permit fee has not been increased. 
Alternative energy sources, such as solar/PV, generators and wind turbines, have been added to 
Sections III.B.5&25. Re-inspections fees have been removed from Section LG. and Section H.G .. 
A Residential Use and Occupancy fee has been added to cover the costs associated with the 
regulation to issue Use and Occupancy Certificates to residential properties in accordance with ZT A 
09-03. In Section VII.D.l&3 the language exempting mechanical work performed without a permit 
from the normal fee has been removed and a fee for an applicant requested partial inspection was 
added. In Section VII.F a fee for minor room description name changes to the approved plans for 
residential projects was added. Instead of the higher plan revision fee, applicants will pay a lower 
fee for this simple revision. In Section VII.G.2 and III.H language is inserted that was omitted in 
the previous Executive Regulation 11-08 due to typographical error. This regulation has also been 
revised to clarify existing fee descriptions. 

ADDRESS: 	 Department of Permitting Services 
255 Rockville Pike, Second Floor 
Rockville, Maryland 20850 
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STAFF CONTACT: 	 Hadi Mansouri, Chief 

Division of Building Construction 

240-777-6233 


BACKGROUND INFORMATION: The Department of Permitting Serviceswas established as a fee
supported enterprise within the Executive Branch of Montgomery County in 1996. Revenues that support 
the Department are established under these Method 2 Executive Regulations and by County Council 
resolution. 

I. 	 BUILDING PERMITS WITH MARYLAND-NATIONAL CAPITAL PARK AND 

PLANNING COMMISSION (MNCPPC) SITE PLAN APPROV AL 


A. General 

1. 	 All fees required by this section must be paid prior to release of the permit [and before the 
start of construction]. Construction, including excavation, must not begin until all fees are 
paid. 

2. 	 A filing fee must be paid at the time of application submittal. Filing fees are included in the 
permit fee. 

3. 	 Permit fees are calculated and collected for each permit application. When an application 
includes multiple buildings, a separate fee will be assessed to each building [as defined in the 
building code, or as identified by a separate mailing address] or for each mailing address. 

4. 	 For the purposes of calculating the permit fee residential is defined as detached one- and two
family dwellings and townhouses not more than three stories above grade plane in height 
with a separate means of egress. 

5. 	 For the purposes of calculating the permit fee for commercial buildings, the following shall 
rum1Y;. 

Each portion of a building separated by one or more fire walls or horizontal 
assemblies (3 hrs), shall be considered as a separate building. Two or more 
buildings on the same lot shall be treated as separate buildings. 

[4] 6. [The maximum building permit fee is $262,885 er application or per bUilding/addres@ 
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when multiple buildings are included in a single application.] Plan [R]revision fees are in 
addition to the initial [original or maximum] permit fees. 

[5] 7. PJan revisions are considered changes made by the applicant to the approved 

construction documents. 


B. 	 One- and Two-Family[ -Attached and -Detached] Dwellings and Related Accessory 
Structures 

1. 	 Application filing fee for new-building construction [$825] 

a. 	 One- and two-family-detached dwelling unit per dwelling unit: $1175 
b. 	 One- and two-family-attached dwelling unit per dwelling unit $545 

2. 	 Application filing fee for addition, alteration or repair $310 

3. 	 Application filing fee for addition, alteration or repair to homes that utilize a private well or 
septic system $340 

4. 	 New construction: 

a. 	 One- and two-family-detached dwelling unit per dwelling unit: 

Gross floor area less than 5,000 square feet (SF) $2,350 

Gross floor area 5,000 SF but less that 7,500 SF $3,345 

Gross floor area 7,500 SF or more $4,355 


b. 	 One- and two-family-attached dwelling unit per dwelling unit $1,090 

5. 	 Alterations, or repair: $0.3535 per SF of the construction area 

6. 	 Additions - one and two family detached $0.4948 per SF of the construction area 

7. 	 Additions - one and two family attached $0.3535 per SF of constuction area 

8. 	 Private in-ground swimming pool (including fence) $480 

9. 	 Private above-ground swimming pool (including fence) $ 250 
(?;;;\
~' 10. 	Decks (opened unenclosed) 500 SF or less in area $185 
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11. Decks (opened unenclosed) more than 500 SF in area 	 $310 

12. Retaining Wails 	 $185 

13. 	 Accessory buildings: 200 SF or less $120 

(Includes but is not limited to sheds, garages and gazebos) 


14. Accessory buildings more than 200 SF: $0.3535 per SF 

with minimum fee of $310 


15. Plan Revision: $0.3535 per SF of revised area or the applicationJiling fee per occurrence, 
whichever is greater. Each revision occurrence may include revision to one or more 
disciplines. Plan revisions are considered changes made by the applicant to the approved 
construction documents. Revisions submitted on different dates are considered separate 
occurrences. 

C. Other Buildings and Structures 

1. 	 Application-filing fee for construction, alteration, 

addition[, or revision] (per occurrence); 30% of permit fee [$ 825] 


2. 	 New construction and additions: Pennit fee is based on the cost of construction as 
determined by using the latest valuation data and procedures, as published by the 
International Code Council. The director will provide a worksheet and a formula that 
includes the latest numerical values of the valuation data and the local permit-fee mUltiplier 
to be used in determining the fee. [The local permit-fee multiplier is $0.0301] An 
applicant must provide building dimensions, square footage, use group, construction type, 
and numbers of floors including basements, in order for the fee to be calculated. The cost 
of construction is determined by DPS. 

a. 	 If the calculated cost of construction is equal to or less than $8,000,000 the permit 
fee is the cost of construction multiplied by the local permit-fee mUltiplier $0.0301. 

b. 	If the calculated cost of construction is greater than $8,000,000 the permit fee is the 
sum of the fee in 2(a) PLUS the cost of construction of excess amount over 
$8.000,000 multiolied by $0.003. MPDU units are excluded from this additional 
calculation. 
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3. 	 Repairs, alterations and accessory structures: Permit fee is based on the cost of 
construction as provided by the applicant multiplied by the local permit fee multiplier. 
However, the department may verify and recalculate the cost estimation submitted by the 
applicant by using the latest valuation data and procedures, as published by the 
International Code Council. The applicant may be required to provide construction bid 
documents. The director will provide a worksheet and a formula that includes the latest 
numerical values of the valuation data and the local permit-fee multiplier to be used in 
determining the fee. [The local permit-fee multiplier is $0.0301]. An applicant must 
provide building dimensions, square footage, use group, construction type, and numbers of 
floors including basements, in order for the fee to be calculated. 

a. 	 If the cost of construction is equal to or less than $8,000,000 the permit fee is the 
cost ofconstruction multiplied by the local permit-fee multiplier $0.0301. 

b. 	 If the cost of construction is greater than $8,000,000 the permit fee is the sum ofthe 
total in 2(a) PLUS the cost of construction of the excess amount over $8,000,000 
multiplied by $0.003. MPDU units are excluded from this additional calculation. 

4. 	 Plan Revisions: Fees are $825 or calculated in accordance with sections Co2. or C.3. above 
Ithe application filing fee] per occurrence, whichever is greater. Each revision occurrence 
may include revision to one or more disciplines. Plan revisions are considered changes made 
by the applicant to the approved construction documents after the building pennit has been 
issued. Revisions submitted on different dates are considered separate occurrences. 

D. "nemolition Permit 	 $ 360 

E. Fence Permit 	 $ 78 

F. Use-and-Occupancy Certificates 

1. 	The fee for [a] any commercial Use-and-Occupancy Certificate must be paid at the 
time ofapplication. The maximum fee is $12,265 

2. The fee for any commercial Use-and-Occupancy Certificate for each building or 
portion of a building or use is per square foot of area, as follows: 

0- 5,000 SF $ 440 
5,001 10,000 SF $ 720 
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10,001 - 20,000 SF 	 $ 860 
20,001 SF and up 	 $ 860 Plus 
$0.0230 per SF of area exceeding 20,000 SF 

3. The fee for a Use~and-Occupancy Certificate for lots or parcels without 
buildings/structures on them is $ 440 

4. 	 The inspection fee for using or occupying a site without a Use-and-Occupancy 
Certificate is $ 185 in addition to the fee for the Use-and-Occupancy Certificate. 

5. 	Residential Use and Occupancy Certificate 

G. Mechanical Permit 

1. 	 A minimum fee of $ 65 applies to all Mechanical Permits issued to one- and two~family
attached and -detached dwellings. This fee is in addition to the equipment fee listed in this 
section. 

2. 	 A minimum fee of $ 105 applies to all other Mechanical Permits. This fee is in addition to 
the equipment fee listed in this section. 

3. 	 Except for one~ and two-family attached and detached dwellings, the base mechanical 
fee is 1.59% of the cost difference between the contract value and the value of listed 
equipment. The Department may require evidence of the contract value and equipment 
value. This fee is in addition to the equipment fee listed in this section. The following fee 
schedule applies to each piece of equipment. 

New, replacement and repaired equipment: 

a. 	 Heating equipment (includes, but is not limited to, heat pump auxiliary heat, 
heating capacity of packaged units, duct heaters, V A V box heating elements, 
gas-fired fireplaces, geo-thermal units, etc.): 

Each 100 MBH or fraction 	 $ 23 

b. 	 Cooling equipment (includes, but is not limited to, cooling capacity of heat pumps, 
packaged units, cooling boxes, cooling equipment with compressors, etc.): 

Each five ton capacity or fraction $ 23 

c. 	 Fuel tanks: 

6 




MONTGOMERY COUNTY 

EXECUTIVE REGULATION 


Offices of the County Executive. 101 Monroe Street. Rockville, Maryland 20850 

Subject: 
Schedule of Fees for Permits, Licenses and Certifications - METHOD 2 

Number: 5-11 

Originating Department: DEPARTMENT OF PERMITTING SERVICES Effective Date: 

Each 500 water gallons 	 $ 52 

d. 	 Expansion tanks: 
Each 50 water gallons $ 52 

e. 	 Pre-fabricated fireplace (includes wood stoves) 
Each firebox $ 26 

f. 	 Pre-fabricated chimney 
Each chimney $ 14 

[4. Re-inspection fee 	 $ 39 

5. 	 Work without permit $ 97J 

[6H. Consultation inspection (per hour or fraction) 	 $135 

II. 	 BUILDING PER1\lITS WITHOUT MARYLAND-NATIONAL CAPITAL PARK AND 
PLANNING COMMISSION (MNCPPC) SITE PLAN APPROVAL 

A. 	 General 

1. All fees required by this section must be paid prior to release of the permit and [before the 
start of construction]. Construction, including excavation, must not begin until all fees are 
paid. 

2. 	 A filing fee must be paid at the time ofapplication submittaL Filing fees are included in 
the permit fee. 

3. 	 Permit fees are calculated and collected for each permit application. When an application 
includes multiple buildings, a separate fee will be assessed to each building [as defined in 
the building code, or as identified by a separate mailing address.J or for each mailing 
address, which ever results in the greater fee. 

4. 	 For the purposes ofcalculating the permit fee residential is defined as detached one- and two
family dwellings and townhouses not more than three stories above grade plane in height with 
a separate means of egress. .a 
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5. For the purposes of calculating the permit fee for commercial buildings, the following 
shall apply: 

Each portion of a building separated by one or more fire walls, or horizontal 
assemblies (3 hrs) shall be considered as a separate building. Two or more 
buildings on the same lot shall be treated as separate buildings. 

[4]§.. [The maximum building permit fee is $164,300 per application or per 
building/address when multiple buildings are included in a single application.] Plan 
[R]revlsion fees are in addition to the original or maximum permit fees. 

[5]1. 	 Plan revisions are considered changes made by the applicant to the approved 
construction documents. 

B. 	 One- and Two-Family-[Attached and -Detached] Dwellings and Related Accessory 
Structures 

1. Application filing fee for new-building construction 	 [$ 515] 

a. One- and two-family-detached dwelling unit per dwelling unit: . $738 
b. One- and two-family-attached dwelling unit per dwelling unit $340 

2. 	 Application filing fee for addition, alteration or repair $190 

3. 	 Application filing fee for addition, alteration or repair to homes that utilize a private 
well or septic system $220 

4. 	New construction: 

a. 	 One- and two-family-detached dwelling unit per dwelling unit: 
Gross floor area less than 5,000 square feet SF $1,475 
Gross floor area 5,000 SF but less than 7,500 SF $2,085 
Gross floor area 7,500 SF or more $2,725 

b. 	 One- and two-family-attached dwelling unit per dwelling unit $ 680 

5. Alterations or repair: .2209 per SF of the construction area 
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6.. Additions - one and two family detached .3092 per SF of the construction area 

7. 	 Additions - one and two family attached .2209 per SF of the construction area 

8. 	 Private in-ground swimming pool (including fence) $ 295 

9. 	 Private above-ground swimming pool (including fence) $ 155 

10. Decks (opened unenclosed) 500 SF or less in area 	 $110 

11. Decks (opened unenclosed) more than 500 SF in area $ 190 

12. 	Retaining Walls $ 110 

13. 	Accessory buildings: 200 SF or less 

(Includes but is not limited to sheds, garages and gazebos) $ 76 


14. 	 Accessory buildings more than 200 SF: $ 0.2209 per SF with a minimum fee of $190. 

15. 	 Plan Revision: $ 0.2209 per SF of revised area or the application filing fee per occurrence, 
whichever is greater. Each revision occurrence may include revision to one or more 
disciplines. Plan revisions are considered changes made by the applicant to approved 
construction documents. Revisions submitted on different dates are considered separate 
occurrences. 

C. Other Buildings and Structures 

1. 	 Application-filing fee for construction, alteration, 
addition[, or revision] (per occurrence); 30% of permit fee [$515] 

2. 	 New construction and additions: Permit fee is based on the cost of construction as 
detennined by using the latest valuation data and procedures, as published by the 
International Code Council. The director will provide a worksheet and a formula that 
includes the latest numerical values of the valuation data and the local permit-fee multiplier 
to be used in determining the fee. [The local pennit-fee multiplier is $ 0.0188.] An 
applicant must provide building dimensions, square footage, use group, construction type, 
and numbers of floors induding basements, in order for the fee to be calculated. The cost 
of construction is determined bv DPS. 
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a. 	 If the calculated cost of construction is equal to or less than $8,000,000 the permit 
fee is the cost of construction multiplied by the local permit-fee multiplier $0.0188. 

b. 	 If the calculated cost of construction is greater than $8,000,000 the permit fee is the 
sum of the fee in 2(a) PLUS the cost of construction of the excess amount over 
$8,000,000 multiplied by $0.003. MPDU units are excluded from the calculation in 
2(b). MPDU units are excluded from this additional calculation. 

3. 	 Repairs, alterations and accessory structures: Permit fee is based on the cost of 
construction as provided by the applicant multiplied by the local permit fee multiplier. 
However, the department may verify and recalculate the cost estimation submitted by the 
applicant by using the latest valuation data and procedures, as published by the 
International Code Council. "The applicant may be required to provide construction bid 
documents. The director will provide a worksheet and a formula that includes the latest 
numerical values of the valuation data and the local permit-fee multiplier to be used in 
determining the fee. [The local permit-fee multiplier is $ 0.0188.] An applicant must 
provide building dimensions, square footage, use group, construction type, and numbers of 
floors including basements, in order for the fee to be calculated. 

a. 	 If the cost of construction is equal to or less than $8,000,000 the permit fee is the 
cost of construction multiplied by the local permit-fee multiplier $0.0188. 

b. 	 Ifthe cost of construction is greater than $8.000,000 the permit fee is the sum of the 
fee in 2(a) PLUS the cost of construction of the excess amount over $8,000,000 
multiplied by $0.003. MPDU units are excluded from this additional calculation. 

4. 	 Plan Revisions: Fees are $515 or calculated in accordance with sections C.2. or C.3. above 
[or the application filing fee] per occurrence, whichever is greater. Each revision occurrence 
may include revision to one or more disciplines. Plan revisions are considered changes made 
by the applicant to the approved construction documents after the building permit has been 
issued. Revisions submitted on different dates are considered separate occurrences. 

D. Demolition Permit 	 $ 230 

E. Fence Permit 	 $ 47 

F. Use-and-Occupancy Certificates 
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1. 	 The fee for [ a] any U se-and-Occupancy Certificate must be paid at the time of application. 
The maximum fee is $ 7,660. 

2. 	 The fee for any commercial Use-and-Occupancy Certificate for each building or portion of 
a building or use is per square foot ofarea, as follows: 

0- 5,000 SF $ 270 
5,001- 10,000 SF $ 450 
10,001 - 20,000 SF $ 530 
20,001 SF and up $ 530 Plus 
$0.0149 per SF of area exceeding 20,000 SF 

3. 	 The fee for a Use-and-Occupancy Certificate for lots or parcels without 

buildings/structures on them is $ 270 


4. 	 The inspection fee for using or occupying a site without a U se-and-Occupancy 
Certificate is $ 110 in addition to the fee for the Use-and-Occupancy Certificate. 

5. 	 Residential Use-and Occupancy Certificate 

G. Mechanical Permit 

1. 	 A minimum fee of $ 65 applies to all Mechanical Permits issued to one- and two-family
attached and -detached dwellings. This fee is in addition to the equipment fee listed in this 
section. 

2. A minimum fee of $ 105 applies to all other Mechanical Permits. This fee is in addition to 
the equipment fee listed in this section. 

3. 	 Except for one- and two-family attached and detached dwellings, the base mechanical 
fee is 1.59% of the cost difference between the contract value and the value of listed 
equipment. The Department may require evidence of the contract value and equipment 
value. This fee is in addition to the equipment fee listed in this section. The following fee 
schedule applies to each piece of equipment. 

New, replacement and repaired equipment: 

a. Heating equipment (includes, but is not limited to, heat pump auxiliary heat, 
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heating capacity of packaged tu1its, duct heaters, V A V box heating elements, 

gas-fired fireplaces, geo-thermal units, etc.): 

Each 100 MBH or fraction $ 23 


b. 	 Cooling equipment (includes, but is not limited to, cooling capacity of heat pumps, 
packaged units, cooling boxes, cooling equipment with compressors, etc.): 
Each five ton capacity or fraction $ 23 

c. 	 Fuel tanks: 
Each 500 water gallons $ 52 

d. 	 Expansion tanks: 
Each 50 water gallons $ 52 

e. 	 Pre-fabricated fireplace (includes wood stoves) 
Each firebox $ 26 

f. 	 Pre-fabricated chimney 
Each chimney $ 14 

[4. Re-inspection fee 	 $ 39 

5. 	 Work without a permit $ 97] 

[61:1. Consultation inspection (per hour or fraction) 	 $ 135 

III. ELECTRICAL PERMIT AND LICENSE FEES 

A. 	 General 

1. 	 All fees required by this section must be paid before any permit is released, before any 
electrical work may begin, and before any inspection may be made. 

2. 	 A minimum fee of $ 90 applies to all electrical permits issued to one- and two-family 
attached and detached dwellings. This fee is in addition to the equipment fee listed in this 
section. 

3. 	 A minimum fee of $ 150 ap lies to all other electrical permits. This fee is in addition to 
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the equipment fee listed in this section. 

B. 	 Electrical Permits 

1. 	 Air conditioners: Apply the motor schedule (see item 18.) 

2. 	 Appliances, small* $ 9 each 
* Such as air filters, automatic-vent amperes, clothes washers or dryers, 
cooking appliances (stoves, ranges, built-ins), dishwashers, disposals, 
fans, (exhaust, attic), humidifiers, sump pumps, trash compactors, water 
heaters or other water-treatment appliances 

3. 	 Arc-vapor lamps, rectifiers or rheostat chargers for storage batteries $ 13 each 

4. 	 Battery packs $ 9 each 

5. 	 Commercial new construction: This includes all branch circuit wiring, temporaries
pending-final, equipment/applicances within the structure. These fees are applicable to 
alternative power source - such as but not limited to: photovoltaic, wind turbine and 
generators. [(includes all branch circuit wiring, temporaries-pending- final, 
equipment/appliances within the structure)] 

Not over 100 Amps $ 600 
From 101 to 200 Amps $ 745 
From 201 to 300 Amps $ 895 
From 301 to 400 Amps $ 1,055 
For services over 400 Amps: $ 1,055 
plus $140 for each additional 100 Amps or fraction 

6. 	 Commercial tenant fit-ups, alterations, additions (includes all branch circuit wiring, 
temporaries-pending-final, equipment/appliances within the space) 

For low voltage or up to 20 devices $ 155 

For a single story up to 5,000 square feet $ 230 

For a single story from 5,001 - 10,000 square feet $ 380 

For a single story from 10,001 - 20,000 square feet $ 450 

For over 20,000 square feet or multi-story $ 520 per story 


7. Control wiring for heating, air conditioning, duct heaters, air handlers, and motor
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control centers 

8. 	 Dental chairs 

9. 	 Electrical heating equipment (see motor schedule, item 18.) 

10. 	 Fire/security-alarm systems 

11. 	 Single-station smoke detectors (each) installed separately 

12. 	 First 20 fixtures 
Each additional 1 0 (or fraction thereof) 

13. 	 Gasoline pumps (each) 

14. 	 Heating equipment (other than strictly electrical): 
Residential or commercial: oil burners and gas burners, 
including controls (each) 

15. 	 Modular/mobile home 

16. 	 Motion-picture booths and equipment (each) 

17. 	 Meter stacks replacements (each meter) 

$ 21 

$ 13 

$ 38 

$ 4 

$ 13 
$ 9 

$ 9 

$ 13 

$ 90 

$ 90 

$ 31 

18. 	 Motors, rotating machinery, transformers, switch boards, electrical heaters, air 
conditioners, manually operated generators (assumes 1 kwor 1 kva 1 hp): 

Under liz HP 	 Charged as fixtures 
liz HP to 10 HP (each) 	 $ 16 
Over 10 HP to 20 HP (each) 	 $ 21 
Over 20 HP to 30 HP (each) 	 $ 31 
Over 30 HP to 50 HP (each) 	 $ 38 
Over 50 HP to 75 HP (each) 	 $ 46 
Over 75 HP (each) 	 $ 52 

19. 	 Outlets and rough wiring 
(1 to 20 lights, switches, or receptacles) $ 16 
Each additional 10 outlets or fraction $ 7 
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20. 	 Radio, television, telephone (towers, dishes, microwave, relay systems, etc.) 
equipment $ 97 

21. Service equipment, heavy-up, replacement, sub-panel, or relocation (Residential only); 
oto 400 Amp $ 38 

401 Amps and up $ 76 


22. Signs (each Sign) 	 $ 90 

23. New Multi-family buildings (apartments, condominium dwelling units); 
For each dwelling unit $ 230 


(Common areas such as stairwells, laundry, and storage rooms are 

charged as individual units for each panel or sub panel required.) 


24. Existing multi-family buildings (apartments, condominium dwelling units); 
For each dwelling unit $ 150 
(Common areas such as stairwells, laundry, and storage rooms are 
charged as individual units for each panel or sub panel required.) 

25. One- and two-family dwellings and townhouses: This includes all branch circuit wiring, 
temporaries-pending-final, eguipment/applicances within the structure. These fees are also 
applicable to alternative power source - such as but not limited to: photovoltaic, wind 
turbine and generators switched with an automatic transfer switch. The flat fees for all 
wiring, fixtures, appliances, etc., including temporaries pending final, are as follows: 

Up to 200 Amp $ 230 

201 to 400 Amp $ 335 

More than 400 Amp $ 450 


26. Special deck inspections, slab concealment (each) $ 46 

27. Sub-panels [(see service equipment, item 21.] (Commercial) 
oto 400 Amp $ 38 

401 Amps and up $ 76 


28. 	 Swimming pools, hot tubs, and spas, including circulating pumps, 
fixtures, and receptacles $ 76 
Bonding $ 21 
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29. 	 Temporary wiring - carnivals, fairs, holiday decorations and 
tree lots, etc. (Includes panels, fixtures, outlets, etc.) $ 110 

30. 	 Temporary for construction (Residential only) $ 76 

31. 	 Transformers (see motor schedule, item 18.) 

32. 	 Transformer vaults, duct banks 
(outdoor transformer, enclosure substation, or a switch-and-meter 
vault on private property including wiring) $ 97 

33. 	 X-ray machines (each) $ 16 

34. 	 Any low-voltage work not previously specified 
1-20 devices $ 33 
Each additional 10 or fraction thereof $ 7 

C. 	 Electrical License Fees 

1. 	 Electrical Examinations 

a. 	 Master Electrician & Master Limited $ 59 
b. 	 Journeyman Electrician $ 38 
c. 	 Homeowner's Electrical Examination Fee $ 38 
d. 	 Homeowner's Electrical Re-Examination Fee $ 31 

2. 	 License and License Renewal Fees 

a. 	 Electrical Contractor (per year) $ 140 
b. 	 Master Electrician (per year) $ 140 
c. 	 Master Electrician (Limited) (per year) $ 140 
d. 	 Journeyman Electrician (per year) $ 59 
e. 	 Apprentice Electrician 

(identification card) (per year) $ 31 

3. 	 Duplicate license or identification card $ 31 

4. 	 Re-examination fee $ 31 
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5. 	 Late-renewal fee $ 59 

6. 	 Electrical contractor change of business name or status $ 59 

7. 	 Electrician Good Standing Letter Fee $ 31 

IV. FIRE-CODE-PLAN-REVIEW FEES 

A. 	 General 

1. 	 All fees required by this section, must be paid before any permit is released and 
construction is started. 

2. 	 The minimum application filing fee is $ 155. 

3. 	 Plan resubmittal means a new plan submitted, along with new permit application to 
incorporate change(s) or correction(s) to a plan and application that was previously 
denied. 

4. 	 Plan revisions are considered changes made by the applicant to the approved construction 
documents. Revision fees are in addition to the original or maximum permit fees. 

B. 	 Fire-Protection-Systems Fees 

1. 	 Fire-alarm- and -detection systems (devices or household 

control panel) $ 16 per device, Max $ 275/floor 


2. 	 Halon, C02, or clean-agent systems 

(including controls, alarms, detection) 

Dry or wet chemical estinguishing systems $ 225 per system 


3. 	 Fire-sprinkler systems $ 3 per head 

4. 	 Fire pumps $ 76 

5. 	 Standpipe systems: 

a. New systems (per standpipe riser) 	 $ l30 
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b. Existing system (per each addition of a hose valve) $ 38 

C. 	 Plan Resubmittal 

1. First resubmittal 	 50% of original fee 

2. Second resubmittal 	 75% of original fee 

3. Each subsequent resubmittal 	 100% of original fee 

D. 	 Plan Revisions: fee must be calculated as in item B above or shall be the application 
filing fee per occurrence, whichever is greater. Revisions submitted on different dates 
are considered separate occurrences. 

V. 	 VENDOR FEES 

A. Application fee (non-refundable) 	 $ 38 

B. 	 Operator Permit fee 

1. 	 For Non-Certified Agricultural Producers and their operators $ 38 
2. 	 For Certified Agricultural Producers and their operators $ 16 

C. Point-of-Sale License for Vendors Who are not Certified Agricultural Producers 

1. 	 Base Rate (non-refundable) $ 295 
2. 	 Per site for Site-Specific Vendor $ 76 

D. Point-of-Sale License for Certified Agricultural Producers 

1. 	 Base Rate (non-refundable) $ 76 
2. Per site for Site-Specific Vendor $ 38 

NOTE: A separate Point-of-Sale License is required for each vending activity at a site. 

E. 	 Temporary-Sales License 

1. 60 consecutive days 	 $ 190 
2. Daily Rate 	 $ 38 
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F. Performance Bond for Future~Delivery Vendor $ 1,305 

VI. WELL-LOCATION PERMIT 

Well-Location Permit (Each well) $ 160 

VII. MISCELLANEOUS 

A. 	 Filing fees and permit fees are based on fees in effect on the date the application 
was filed. All other fees are based on fees in effect at the time the service is 
requested (revision fee, extension fee, etc.). 

B. 	 All fees in this schedule are subject to an additional 10% Automation Enhancement 
Fee. (per Executive Regulation 5-98) 

C[B]. Refunds: Minimum permit filing and license fees are non-refundable. In the case 
of an abandonment or discontinuance of a project under permit, the person who has 
paid the permit fee may return the permit for cancellation and, upon cancellation, 
may be refunded up to 5-0 percent of the fee paid, less the filing fee or minimum fee, 
as appropriate, provided: (1) No construction has occurred, and (2) The written 
request for refund is made prior to the expiration date of the permit. Revoked, 
suspended, or invalid permits or licenses, or licenses or permits in litigation, are not 
eligible for refunds. 

D[C]. Extensions: The fee to extend a permit, after written application and before the 
expiration of the original permit, is the minimum permit fee applicable to the permit 
being extended. 

E[D]. Inspection Fees: (Does not include fire code inspection) 

1 [2]. First or second approved inspection 
/' 

of the same item or stage of construction for 
permitted work: Included in permit fee 

2[1]. Initial inspection of sites or property where work is proceeding without a permit 
[(except for mechani~al work without a permit fee, which is $97)] $110 

3. Applicant requested partial inspection for residential (each occurrence). Each re
inspection (residential or commercial) of the same item or stage of construction after two 

disapprovals [(except for mechanical re-inspection fee, which is $ 39)] $110 
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MONTGOMERY COUNTY 

EXECUTIVE REGULATION 


Offices of the County Executive. 101 Monroe Street. Rockville, Maryland 20850 

Subject: Number: 5-11 
Schedule of Fees for Permits, licenses and Certifications - METHOD 2 

Originatina Department: DEPARTMENT OF PERMITTING SERVICES Effective Date: 

4. The re-inspection fee must be paid before an additional inspection is scheduled. 

F[E]. 	 Permit Application Revisions: The fee for revisions to permit information after 
submission by the applicant is $ 59. 

O. Plan revision, residential- room description name change 


[F]H. Construction-codes modifications or interpretations: (Does not include fire code) 


1. 	 The fee for a construction-code-modification request for one- and two-family attached 
and detached dwellings is $ 130. 

2. 	 The fee for a construction-code-modification request for all other buildings, including 
multi-family dwellings, is $ 260. 

[0]1. 	 Permit Denials: All permit requests that are denied because the applicant must apply to 
the Board of Appeals for a variance must include a non-refundable $ 59 processing fee. 

VIII. INDEXING OF FEES TO LABOR COST INCREASES 

The Director of Permitting Services must adjust each fee set in or under this regulation on July 1 of each 
year by a percentage that does not exceed the rate of the increase (if any) in the department's approved 
personnel costs for the then-current fiscal year compared to the approved personnel costs for the 
preceding fiscal year. 

For fees of$100 or more, the Director must calculate the revised fee to the nearest five dollars. For fees 
under $100, the Director must calculate the revised fee to the nearest dollar. 

The Director must publish the amount of this adjustment not later than July 1 of each year. 
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MONTGOMERY COUNTY 

EXECUTIVE REGULATION 


Offices ofthe County Executive. 101 Monroe Street. Rockville, Maryland 20850 

Subject: 
Schedule of Fees for Permits, Licenses and Certifications - METHOD 2 

Number: 5-11 

Originating Department: DEPARTMENT OF PERMITTING SERVICES Effective Date: 

IX. SEVERABILITY 

The provisions of these regulations are severable. If a court of competent jurisdiction holds that a 
provision is invalid or inapplicable, the remainder of the regulation remains in effect. 

5~~; 
~ 
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ATTACHMENT A 

Summary of Comments Received Regarding 
Proposed Executive Regulation 5-11 

Schedule of Fees for Permits, Licenses, and Certifications - Method 2 

1. RESIDENTIAL BUILDING PERMIT FILING FEE - 50% 

Summary of Comments Received: One respondent supported revising the residential building 
permit filing fee to 50% of the permit fee. One respondent requested the residential building 
permit filing fee be reduced to 25% and to provide a transition period. One respondent requested 
the residential building permit filing fee remain a flat fee to eliminate confusion and any 
"detrimental ramifications" when determining the correct fee. 

DPS Response: 

DPS agrees to use a defined dollar amount for the residential permit filing fee. The Executive 
Regulation has been changed to reflect the revised fees below. 

The residential building permit filing fees for new construction will be a flat fee of 50% of the 
lowest residential building permit fee as shown below. 

NewHouse (MNCPPC Approval) $1175.00 
NewHouse (DPS Approval) $ 738.00 

The following residential building permit filing fees will remain the same as in the current 
executive regulation. . 

Add! AlterlRepair (MNCPPC Approval) $ 310.00 
Add! AlterlRepair (W elVSeptic) (NINCPPC Approval) $ 340.00 
Add! AlterlRepair (DPS Approval) $ 190.00 
Add! AlterlRepair (W elVSeptic) (DPS Approval) $ 220.00 

The following are the fee payment schedules for various jurisdictions: 

Baltimore County Full payment due at time of application 
Frederick County Full payment due at time of application 
Howard County Filing fee is $200 
Washington County Filing fee is $500 
Prince George's County Filing fee is 50% of total permit fee 
Arlington County Filing fee due at time of application is 35% 
Fairfax County 50% residential, 35% commercial 

2. AUTOMATION ENHANCEMENT FEE 

Summary of Comments Received: Respondents proposed reducing the automation 
enhancement fee and putting a cap on the automation enhancement fee. 
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ATTACHMENT A 

Summary of Comments Received Regarding 
Proposed Executive Regulation 5-11 

Schedule of Fees for Permits, Licenses, and Certifications - Method 2 

DPS Response: Revisions t6this Executive Regulation regarding the ten percent automation fee 
is a clarification of current practice and a reiteration ofExecutive Regulation 5-98 Automation 
Enhancement fee which authorizes collection of the ten percent automation fee. Executive 
Regulation 5-98 was not advertised in the Montgomery County Register for revisions and is not 
open to discussion as part ofthe Method 2 process at this time. 

3. 2ND LEVEL COMMERCIAL FEE - PROJECTS OVER $8,000,000 

Summary of Comments Received: Respondents oppose the fee increase for commercial 
buildings with construction costs exceeding $8,000.00 because of the impact to construction 
projects in the pipeline that are already budgeted and financed. Also, respondents ask for 
additional justification that "the more expensive building by cost alone results in a substantial 
increase in review or processing." 

DPS Response: DPS recommends no change to the proposed fee for commercial projects with 
costs exceeding $8,000.00. As illustrated below, the more expensive building increases in 
square footage and/or stories which requires more review and inspection time. The proposed fee 
calculation makes a distinction between commercial projects of differing sizes. Under the 
current fee schedule projects costing just $8,000,000 may pay the same fee as projects costing 
millions more. DPS seeks a more equitable assessment of fees between smaller and larger 
commercial projects. The example below illustrates this point. 

554195 

524616 

Safewa fA artment 17 

Permit # Pro'eet Name Const Cost'$" S uare Ft Stories Current Fee 
Wheaton 

The examples below show the difference in fees as the cost of construction increases: 

Current Fee 
for DPS Zone 

Current Fee 
for 

MNCPPC 
Zone 

Cost of Construction: Increased Amount 

10,000,000 

8,000,000 150,400 240,800 
2,000,000 6,000 -

. Fee - Proposed 156,400 246,800 

2 


I 

http:8,000.00
http:8,000.00


ATTACHMENT A 

Summary of Comments Received Regarding 
Proposed Executive Regulation 5-11 

Schedule of Fees for Permits, Licenses, and Certifications - Method 2 

I 
i 

L 

I I Current Fee 
for 

. Current Fee • MNCPPC 
for DPS Zone Zone 

20,000,000 I 

8,000,000 150,400 • 240,800 i 

! 12,000,000 36,000 

• Fee - Proposed 186,400 276,800 
30,000,000 

! 
8,000,000 150,400 240,800 

22,000,000 66,000 

I Fee - Proposed 216,400 306,800 
50,000,000 

8,000,000 150,400 240,800 

42000,000 126,000 

Fee - Proposed 276,400 I 366,800 
70,000,000 I 

8,000,000 150,400 240,800 

62,000,000 186,000 ! 

Fee - Proposed 336,400 426,800 

4. 35% COMMERCIAL BUILDING PERMIT FILING FEE 

Summary of Comments Received: Respondents recommended DPS reduce the percentage to 
25%, provide a transition period and grandfather projects in the pipeline. 

DPS Response: DPS agrees to lower the Commercial Building Permit filing fee to 30% of the 
total permit fee. It is a construction industry standard to collect 1/3 of costs as a down payment. 
DPS is following this model. 

5. TWO TIERED RESIDENTIAL USE AND OCCUPANCY FEE 

Summary of Comments Received: Respondents recommend a two tiered residential Use and 
Occupancy fee of$50 when the Use and Occupancy is part of the current process' final 
inspection and $140 if the builder requests a deferral and requires a separate inspection. 

DPS Response: The issuance of a Residential Use and Occupancy certificate is a result of 
discussions with County Stat and recommendations by the Code Enforcement Task Force. The 
fee for Residential Use and Occupancy Certificate is the minimum administrative fee. This cost 
includes all inspections needed for approval of occupancy. 
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From: Laura Quigley [Imquigley@gmail.com] 

Sent: Thursday I April 28, 2011 9:21 AM 

To: Jetter, Reginald; Lucas, Gail 

Subject: DPS Proposed Fee Changes - Comments 

Dear Reggie and Gail -

I'd like to offer a comment on the proposed fee changes which I hope you "v--ill take into 

consideration. I feel very strongly that the way in which DPS proposes to calCluate and coUect a 

higher percentage of permit fee upfront is a step backward and not a step forward. Frederick 

County used this method for many years and gave it up about 5 years ago. During that time it 

was very difficult to know the amount of an application fee ahead of time. It always required 

the help of a permit technician. This caused us to have to call or email a permit tech ahead of . 

time or make a trip to the penrit office (more likely), wait your turn and then have them 

calculate your application fee. Then we had to go back to our builders because 99% of the time 

the builders I work vlitl1 do not send blank checks. Their accountli1g departments require all 

amount be known before they will cut a check. I i\LWAYS told Frederick tl1at Montgomery 

County's p.rocedure was superior in that we always knew what the application fee would be. 

They fmally listened and indeed it resulted in less time Witl1 pemut techs, less phone calls and 

less aggravation. 


It seems to me that you could easily calculate an amount for the time spent in rev-iew minus 

time for inspections and charge that amow1t as an application fee upfront. If collecting more 

money on unissued permits is tl1.e goal, then charge a higher, flat amoW1t upfront. But for 

goodness sakes, do not give the permit techs in CRI more work to do and make it more 

difficult for builders who really just want to get their permits applied for. If a higher amount is 

called for -- charge it! But please do not go witl1. this percentage calculation as I tlJ.ink the 

confusion it causes \\;ill have detrimental ramifications to all concerned. 


Thanks. 

--Laura Quigley 

Pemuts Plus, Inc. 

301.674.5028 




From: Laura Quigley [mailto:lmquigley@gmail,com] 
Sent: Friday, April 01, 2011 3:45 PM 
To: Lucas, Gail 
Subject: Fwd: DPS Proposed Fee Changes 

Hi Gail -- the new fee schedule means the application fee will be a 
percentage of the total permit fee. How do you plan to implement this? It 
will be much harder on everyone not having a flat fee for application 
purposes. Will this mean a permit tech having to calculate the total permit 
fee every time before a client can write a check? seems very cumbersome. 
Thanks. 
--Laura 

mailto:lmquigley@gmail,com


Reggie: 

Here are my thoughts on the Pennitting Services fee structure and I want to start with a 
theme, no free work. I was a little appaud to learn that there is almost. $5 million in 
unpaid fees because people have abandon projects that people in the department has 
worked on. I very rarely accept clients without strong confidence that I will get paid. 

I agree with the Method 2 fee structure where 35% should be paid up front. I think there 
should be a good account system in place so that the hours spent on the file are accounted 
for and if the 35% has been expending let the client know that and if a client withdraws 
the application then they will be reimbursed money based on the hours spent on the file. 

I think since land development takes more time maybe you can say 10% and the time of 
application 10% 3 months in if the hours have already been spent and 15% 6 months into 
the process again if the hours have already been put into it and the fees have been spent. 
In this fonnat, the client knows that his money has been spent because Premitting 
services is working on the application. It improve accountablity on both sides of the 
table. 

Thank you 
Andrew Einsmann 
REO & Commercial Real Estate 
Heymann Realty, LLC 
10230 New Hampshire Ave #102 
Silver Spring, Md 20903 
(c) 301 351 1717 
(0) 301 439 1180 



Jetter. Reginald 

From: JILL CHODOROV [JILL.CHODOROV@Longandfoster.com] 
Sent: Friday, April1S, 201.1 10:28 AM 
To: Jetter, Reginald 
Subject: My Vote 

I am in favor of charging 35% of the fee upfront. It is a simple and easy-to-implement 
strategy for ensuring that the Department of Permitting Services is not working for free. 
I would be curious to know if the other counties that take a portion of the fee upfront 
have had a lower percentage of dropouts than we had ..... 

Jill Chodorov 
Long & Foster Real.Estate 
Bethesda Avenue Office 
4733 Bethesda Avenue 
Bethesda, Maryland 20814 
Cell: 202-390- 9800 
Office: 240-497-1700 
Direct: 240 497-1726 
jill.chodorov@longandfoster.com 
http://www.dcdwell.com 
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Jetter. Reginald 

From: JILL CHODOROV [JILL.CHODOROV@Longandfoster.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, May 11, 2011 3:09 PM 
To: Jetter, Reginald 
Subject: RE: Proposed DPS Fee Revision 

If you believe that 50% of the fee upfront for residential is necessary to cover your 
costs, then I support that. 
Jill Chodorov 
Long & Foster Real Estate 
Bethesda Avenue Office 
4733 Bethesda Avenue 
Bethesda, Maryland 20814 
Cell: 202-390-9800 
Office: 240-497-1700 
Direct: 240-497-1726 
jill.chodorov@longandfoster.com 
http://www.dcdwell.com 

From: Jetter, Reginald [Reginald.Jetter@montgomerycountymd.gov] 
Sent: Wednesday, May 11, 2011 12:05 PM 
To: JILL CHODOROV 
Cc: Jetter, Reginald 
Subject: ProposedDPS Fee Revision 

Jill 

Thank you for your comments at last nights DPS Advisory Board meeting. Would you like to 
submit additional written comments? 

Reginald T. Jetter 

Division Chief, Customer Service 

Department of Permitting Services 

255 Rockville Pike 

Rockville, MD 20850 

240 777-6275 

Fax: 240 777 6262 

To give us feedback on our customer service 

Click on -> survey. 

-----OriginaJ Message----
From: JILL CHODOROV [mailto:JILL.CHODOROV@Longandfoster.com] 
Sent: Friday, April 15,2011 10:28 AM 
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To: Jetter, Reginald 
Subject: My Vote 

I am in favor of charging 35% of¢e fee upfront. It is a simple and easy-to-implement strategy for ensuring that the Department of 
Permitting Services is not working for free. I would be curious to know if the other counties that take a portion of the fee upfront have 
had a lower percentage of dropouts than we had ..... _______________ 
Jill Chodorov 
Long & Foster Real Estate 
Bethesda Avenue Office 
4733 Bethesda Avenue 
Bethesda, Maryland 20814 
Cell: 202-390-9800 
Office: 240-497- I 700 
Direct: 240-497-1726 
jiILchodorov@longandfoster.com . 
http://www.dcdwell.com 
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Jetter, Reginald 

From: jim troy [jimtroy2@verizon.net] 

Sent: Wednesday, April 20, 2011 2:11 PM 

To: Jetter, Reginald 

Subject: building permit changes 

Reggie. 

First Question: The Register says "This Executive Regulation removes the maximum building permit fee that 
covers the administration, plan review and enforcement programs of the Department of Permitting 
Services." So does this mean that tall buildings will pay the full and much higher permit fee. When you went to 
the Council' wrote this: "(DPS officials told the Council that a 24-story building that went to permit in 2008 paid 
$251,255, but without the cap would have forked over $732,040." So this is a good example? And is there a 
simple formula that the fee is based on? 

Second Question: The Register says "The building permit filing fee payable at the time of permit application 
has been increased to a percentage of the total permit fee due." What will the new percentage be? 

Thanks, Jim 

4/20/2011 
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Jetter, Reginald 

From: Rob Medley [rob@echoelectric.net] 

Sent: Friday, April 29, 2011 4:38 PM 

To: Jetter, Reginald 

Subject: MCER NO. 5-11: PROPOSED DEPARTMENT OF PERMITTING SERVICES REGULATION . . 

Mr. Jetter, 

I am writing this to comment upon MCER NO. 5-11: PROPOSED DEPARTMENT OF PERMITTING SERVICES 
R.EGULATION. I have been e-mailing with Gail Lucas regarding my disdain for the way the DPS has implemented 
the fees for alternative energy sources, which in my opinion has circumvented the entire ratification process of the 
county council. In her reply which I just received a few hours ago, she stated that comments regarding the new 
fee schedule had to be submitted today. I have not had a chance to review the schedule of fees proposed, but I 
would like to comment that the exorbitant fees for the "alternative energy sources" appears to be an attempt by 
DPS to gouge the taxpayers who want a generator based on the inadequate performance by our utility, and to 
penalize taxpayers who want to help out the environment and reduce their utility costs by installing a PV system 
or by harvesting wind power. These fees are currently being collected completely out of line with the rest of the 
fee schedule, and I have not been able to ascertain why we have had an increase of these fees of over 250 per 
cent without the process which I am able to comment on presently. I am sure the citizens of Montgomery County 
would prefer not to have to purchase generators, as this is becoming a necessity, and not a luxury, such as a 
remodel project. And with the rising energy costs and our strive for more independence from foreign oil, folks that 
are willing to make a huge investment in PV or wind systems should not be penalized by a fee schedule that 
treats them as they are building a new home with a completely new electrical service. These systems should be 
treated and priced like any other auxiliary electrical system, such as a hot tub or a new HVAC system. 

One other item, unrelated to the alternate energy sources. The fee for smoke detector installation should be 
FREE. Smoke detectors are now required to be installed any time a building permit is issued, and as a necessary 
life safety device that is now mandatory there should be no fee associated with this line item. 

Thank you for your consideration of this e-mail. 

Rob Medley 
General Manager 
Echo Electric Company, Inc. 
10526 Detrick Avenue 
Kensington, MD 20895 
office 301-949-8050 
fax 301-949-2186 
rob@echoelectric.net 

5/2/2011 
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Jetter, Reginald 

From: Robert Kaufman [bkaufman@mncbia.org] 

Sent: Friday, April 29, 2011 4:35 PM 

To: Jetter, Reginald 

Cc: bspalding@milIerandsmith.com; cwagner@bozzuto.com; Mansouri, Hadi; Wong, Stan; Anderson, 
Leroy 

Subject: Proposed DPS Permit Fee Schedule Comments 

See attached comments concerning the Proposed DPS Schedule of Fee, etc. for Method 2 and Method 3 
Please let me know if you have any questions or comments. 

S. Robert Kaufman 
Associate Director Government Affairs 
Maryland National Capital Building Industry Association 
1738 Elton Road 
Suite 200 
Silver Spring, Maryland 20903 
bkaufman@mncbia.org 
(301) 445-5408 

3rd Annual Tennis Tournament & Reception - May 6 

Click here to get in the game! 

Charles County Liaison Lunch May 18 
To join County Commissioners & Staff Click here 

17th Custom Builder Awards Dinner - May 26 

Click here to join the celebration 

Check out NAHB's Member Advantage Program at www.nahb.org/mq 

BUILDING HOMES, CREATING NEIGHBORHOODS 

.:;/? /?Oll 

www.nahb.org/mq
mailto:bkaufman@mncbia.org


MAFlYLANO-NAT10NAt. CAPITAL 
eUIUJING INClJSTt!tY ASSOCIATtclN 
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Reginald T. Jetter 
Division Chief, Customer Service 
Department of Permitting Services 
255 Rockville Pike 
Rockville, MD 20850 

April 29, 2011 

Re: 
MCER NO. 5-11: PROPOSED DEPARTMENT OF PERMITTING SERVICES 
REGULATION: Schedule ofFees for Permits, Licenses and Certifications-Method 2 

MCER NO. 6-11: PROPOSED DEPARTMENT OF PERMITTING 
SERVICES REGULATION: Schedule of Fees for Permits, Licenses and Inspections-Method 
3 

Dear Mr. Jetter 

Please accept this as our comments concerning the above Permit Fee Schedule changes. 

Overall we understand and concur with your need to accelerate payment of some fees so as to 
match your expenditures as you process permits. In addition it was reported to us of times when 
you process a permit only to find that the job has been postponed or closed such that you have 
been unable to collect a fee for your time and expenses. 

The proposed upfront fee of 50% for residential building permits places a burden on the building 
community in that this fee now has to be included in our borrowing capacity and affects our cash 
flow. However in an effort to support the department's effort to recover costs associated with 
the review portion of these permits, we will support this proposal. 

We however oppose the increase of fees for "commercial" buildings over $8,000,000 and we 
oppose the proposal to charge 35% of the building permit fee for commercial building at 
application and instead propose a 25% fee at application. Likewise, we oppose the 35% required 
at application for the Engineered Public Right of Way Permits. Both of these we explain further 
in our letter. 

Noted in section LA.5, the description of a residential unit could cause confusion where a 
residential unit is built over a garage. Would that define the garage as a separate building? 



There are also comments below concerning the Automation Fee, the minimum fee for building 
permit revisions, the new U&O fee, the minimum fee for Permit Revisions and the Site 
Development Stormwater Management Plan permit. 

Recommend reducing the Automation Fee. We note that you have continued the 10% non
refundable fee for the Automation Fee. While this may also be an issue for the Council we note 
that the Department reported collecting $2,385,151 in fees in FY 2010 and spent approximately 
$750,000 on direct IT enhancements. As intended by the Council, we support automation but 
would like to see a more direct relationship to the revenue collected and the expenses on 
automation enhancements. At the time of the passage ofthe bill, the Department and the Council 
moved quickly to deal with the Y2K issue and anticipated additional modernization. We are 
now well beyond the uncertainty of Y2K and have had many years of IT investment. We believe 
it is time to revisit the Automation Fee and propose a fee in keeping with the 6 year projected IT 
enhancement budget. This calculation would set the fee at around 2%. 

Oppose the Fee Increase for Commercial Buildings. We note that the building permit fee for 
a commercial building (including mid-rise and high-rise residential buildings) has been increased 
for buildings with construction costs exceeding $8,000,000 and oppose this change. 
Consequently the cap for a building permit fee has been eliminated. An $8,000.000 building 
comes to $8,000,000 times $0.0301 or $240,800. Before there can be concurrence on increasing 
the fee, we need to see a justification that the more expensive building by cost alone results in a 
substantial increase in review or processing. As it is, the current fee seems to represent over 3 
Full Time Equivalents (FTEs). In addition, the fee for a typical $75 Million building may 
increase by another $109,000 or 42% over the current maximum permit fee. 

Oppose the 35% fee at application. If we use the above example of an $8,000,000 building 
with a permit fee of $240,800 we note that 35% would be $84,280 at application, approximately 
one year FTE. Instead we propose 25% that still yields $60,200, a significant amount. 

The total upfront costs to move forward with any mid-rise or high-rise building can render many 
potential jobs infeasible given the high risks involved and the time frames involved. While we 
support the compact between the industry and DPS to cover your costs for review time, we urge 
that you help us to minimize our up-front expense and maintain a nexus between the permit fee 
and the actual costs to review. 

Likewise we oppose the 35% of fee payment for the Engineered Public Right of Way Permits 
(Method 3 I.C.). With the new minimum of$1895 to be paid at application, we believe you have 
covered the situation that someone will apply for a permit and not go forward with the job. We 
propose a 25% of permit fee or the minimum fee which~ver is the higher to be paid at 
application. 

Establish a Two Tiered U&O Fee. Depending on your procedures it seems as if the typical 
U&O inspection and paperwork coincides with final inspection so that the additional costs cover 
the printing and mailing of the certificate. We propose a $50 fee paid at building permit for a 
single inspection and an additional $90 fee if the builder requests a deferral and requires a 
separate inspection. 



Eliminate the Minimum Fee for Engineered Public Right of Way Permit Revisions. We 
oppose the proposed increase of the minimum fee from $135 to $1895 (a difference of $1760 or 
an increase of 1300%) for Permit Revisions (Method 3 I.C.). Revisions can take many forms 
and can sometimes be relatively minor yet the charge can be extensive. Many projects 
experience multiple revisions as a norm. To cover your costs we suggest a minimum of$500 or 
25% of the permit fee (14.930% of the revision cost) as the upfront payment at application. We 
have the same comments for Sediment Control Engineered Permit Revisions (Method 3 
II.B.4.a.2-3). We propose a minimum of $500 with a maximum of25% of the permit fee. 

Reduce the fee for a change of legal description or other administrative revision to a 
Sediment Control Permit or a Floodplain District Permit. We would propose that you charge 
a fee more in keeping with the actual costs of processing this function. It does not seem as if the 
work increases in proportion to the original permit fee. Perhaps a flat processing fee makes more 
sense. Without more information, we cannot comment more specifically. 

Review the Site Development Stormwater Management Plan for redundancy. Is this 
required if you have a Stormwater Concept Plan approval? 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment of the new Permit Fee Schedule. Please feel'free to 
call with any questions. 

S. Robert Kaufman 
Associate Director, Government Affairs 
MNCBIA 
1738 Elton Road 
Suite 200 
Silver Spring, Maryland 20903 
(301) 445-5408 
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Jetter, Reginald 

From: Jeremy Lena [Iena@stonebridgeassociates.com] 

Sent: Friday, April 29, 2011 4:55 PM 

To: Jetter, Reginald 

Cc: Mansouri, Hadi; Doug Firstenberg; Ellen Miller; Jane G. Mahaffie; Dalrymple, C Robert - CRD; 
Dlhopolsky, Heather - HXD 

Subject: MCER NO. 5-11 - Proposed DPS Regulation on Building Permit Fees 

Mr. Jetter, 

Attached please find a letter from Stonebridge Associates, Inc. providing comment on the above referenced 
subject. 

Should you have any questions or require any additional information please do not hesitate to contact us. 

Sincerely, 
Jeremy Lena 

Stonebridge Associates. Inc. 
4733 Bethesda Avenue 
Suite 800 
Bethesda, MD 20814 
301.913.9610 - Office 
301.652.2290 Direct 
301.913.9615 - Fax 
202.450.0366 - Mobile 
lena@stonebridgeassociates.com 

mailto:lena@stonebridgeassociates.com


STONEBRJ..!!GE 


April 29, 2011 

nA EMAIL AND FIRST CLASS MAIL 
Mr. Reginald Jetter, Division Chief 

Department ofPennitting Services 

255 Rockville Pike, 2nd Floor 

Rockville, Maryland 20850 


Re: 	 MCER NO.5-II: Proposed Depru:tment ofPennitting Services Regulation on Building 
Pennit Fees 

Dear Mr. Jetter: 

Stonebridge Associates, Inc. ("Stonebridge") respectfully submits these comments in response to 
proposed Montgomery County Executive Regulation No.5-II (the "Proposed Regulation"), 
which proposes to increase building permit fees and to shift payment of a larger portion ofthe 
total fee up front to the time ofinitial building permit application. Stonebridge is very concerned 
about the effects that the Proposed Regulation will have both on projects that are preparing to 
submit building permit applications shortly, as well as projects that are currently in the early 
stages ofpursuing regulatory approvals. The national and local economies are just starting to 
pullout ofthe recession and building activities are once again beginning to get underway, but 
this is still a difficult and tenuous time for the industry. Now is the wrong time to impose 
additional fees on projects that are trying to make headway in the still-difficult economy, and to 
do so will send the Wrong message to developers and builders once again showing an interest in 

. doing business in Montgomery County. 

Stonebridge recently and at significant expense purchased the property located at 8300 
Wisconsin Avenue in Bethesda, formerly known as the Trillium site. As you know, this site was 
proposed to be redeveloped by the previous owner with luxury condominium units, but shortly 
after demolition of the existing buildings on the site, fell victim to the recession.and has sat as a 
vacant, dirt lot surrounded by scaffolding, and as a general eyesore at the northern entrance to 
downtown Bethesda for several years now. Stonebridge will begin pursuing regulatory approvals 
shortly in order to redevelop the property with a mix ofuses and to fully realize the potential of 

. the site's location. However, Stonebridge anticipates that the Proposed Regulation, ifapproved, 
would result in an increase in building permit application fees of approximately $400,000. This 
increase in fees, and because 35% ofthe fees would be due as an upfront cost at the time of 
initial building pennit application, has the potential to significantly and detrimentally affect the 
economics of this project. Redevelopment oftbis site into a successful mixed-use project will 
grow the County's tax base and ultimately reap increased tax revenue for the County. The 
Proposed Regulation is short-sighted in its attempt to procure additional upfront costs, at the risk 
that each additional cost tacked onto redevelopment projects in this tight economy increases the 
risk that such redevelopment simply will not occur, resulting in a smaller tax base and lower tax 

STONElBRIDGE ASSOCIATES, INC. 

4733 Bethesda Avenlle ·Sui/e80(} -Betbesda, Maryland 20814-5332 

Telephone: 30J.913.9610 Free: 301.913.96/5 
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Mr, Reginald Jetter 
April 29, 2011 
Page 2 

revenue for the County in the end, In recognition of this, Stoneblidge urges the County that now 
is the wrong time to impose the proposed fee increases and upfront shift of costs, and the 
Proposed Regulation should not be enacted. 

In addition, Stonebridge is preparing to submit building pernrit applications for the Lot 31/Lot 
31A project in downtown Bethesda, a public-private development project in partnership with 
Montgomery County, within the next several months. The proposed regulation is projected to 
increase the cost ofbuilding permit fees for the project in the range of$150,000 to $200,000. 
While this is a significant cost increase at any time given the tight economy, it is particularly 
burdensome given that Stonebridge anticipates applying for building permits less than two 
months after the proposed fee increase would go into effect if approved. For this reason, if the 
Proposed Regulation is approved we are requesting that projects such as Lot 311L0t 31A that 
have already completed the regulatory approval process and are preparing to submit building 
permit applications imminently, be grandfathered from the proposed building pernrit fee 
increases, as well as the requirement to pay 35% of the total fee upfront. 

We understand that the Proposed Regulation is subj ect to Montgomery County Council review as 
provided for Method 2 regulations under Section 2A-15 of the Montgomery County Code. We 
request that you forward the comments that we have provided herein to the County Council, and 
we urge the County Council to disapprove the Proposed Regulation. 

Please contact us should you have any questions or require any additional infonnation. 

~_o_urs, __ 

Douglas M. Firstenberg 

cc: 	 Mr. Hadi Mansouri 
Ms. Ellen Miller 
Ms. Jane Mahaffie 
Mr. Jeremy Lena 
C. Robert Dalrymple, Esq. 

Heather Dlhopolsky, E~q. 
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Jetter, Reginald 

From: Robert Kaufman [bkaufman@mncbia.org] 

Sent: Friday, April 29,2011 10: 19 PM 

To: Jetter, Reginald 

Subject: FW: Comments on Method 2 Fees 

From: Spalding, Bob [mailto:bspalding@millerandsmith.com] 
Sent: Friday, April 29, 2011 6:21 PM 
To: Hamer Campbell; Cwagner@bozzuto.com; Robert Kaufman 
Subject: Fw: Comments on Method 2 Fees 

FYI 
Connected by DROID on Verizon Wireless 

-----Original message----

From: "Spalding, Bob" <bspalding@millerandsmith.com> 

To: "Hadi Mansouri (hadLmansouri@montgomerycountymd.gov)" 

<hadi.mansouri@montgomerycountymd.gov> 

Cc: "Hughes, Jennifer" <Jennifer.Hughes@montgomerycountymd.gov> 

Sent: Fri, Apr 29. 2011 20:36:00 GMT+00:00 

Subject: Comments on Method 2 Fees 


Hadi, 

Miller and Smith's comments on the proposed fees are attached for your consideration. Please let me 
know if you have any questions. 

Thanks, 
Bob 

Robert J. Spalding, A.I.e.p. 
Miller and Smith 
8401 Greensboro Drive 
Suite 450 (new) 
McLean, VA 22102 

240-205-6483 cell 
703-394-6616 fax 

www.rnillerand~mith.com 

5/212011 


http:www.rnillerand~mith.com
mailto:Jennifer.Hughes@montgomerycountymd.gov
mailto:hadi.mansouri@montgomerycountymd.gov
mailto:hadLmansouri@montgomerycountymd.gov
mailto:bspalding@millerandsmith.com
mailto:Cwagner@bozzuto.com
mailto:mailto:bspalding@millerandsmith.com


Miller II Smith. 

ONE VISIT CAN CHANGE EVERYTHING 

April 29, 2011 

Mr. Hadi Mansouri, 
Chief of Division of Building Construction 
Montgomery County Department of Permitting Services 
255 Rockville Pike, . 

. Rockville, MD 20850 

Subject: Comments on Proposed Method 2 Fees 

Dear Mr. Mansouri, . 

Miller and Smith has reviewed the proposed fee increases for the Method 2 Fees (Building
related permits). We support the Maryland-National Capital Building Industry Association's 
(M-NCBIA's) comments. We also wanted to highlight a few of the issues that negatively impact 
our business and offer additional recommendations. 

Payment at Time of Filing: 

The proposal to accelerate payment of fees requires us to raise approximately $3,500-$4,000 per 
townhome, two to three months earlier than today. On average, seven townhome building permit 
are filed for each group, so the impact actually increases to $24,500 to $28,000 at time of filing. 
Since we are at the start of our Gallery Park subdivision, we do not have settlements generating 
cash and it negatively impacts our construction revolver loan. Because of the impact of this 
proposal and the lack of time to adjust our business model, we have two recommendations: 

1. 	 Amend the proposed percentage paid at permit filing to 25% for residential and 

commercial building permits. 


2. 	 Provide a transition period where a lower fee of 15% is implemented on July 1 with the 
full fee implemented on January 1,2012. 

We recognize the rationale to tie the time ofpayment to the time ofDPS' work, and request that 
there be a transition period to reduce the negative effects on business. Our proposal strikes a fair 
balance that improves DPS' cash flow while minimizing the impact on our cash flow. In the end, 
DPS still get the full amount of the fee and in a more advantageous manner than today. 
Ultimately, we hope that the increased certainty in the DPS budget will adequately fund the 
prompt processing of building permits. 

3401 Greensboro Drive, Suite 450. McLean, VA 22102 

703.82'1.2500 .703.821.2040 FAX 

www.millerandsmith.com 

http:www.millerandsmith.com


Use and Occupancy Permit 

Because the typical U&O inspection and paperwork coincides with final inspection of a house, 
the additional cost should cover the printing and mailing of the certificate. 

We support M-NCBIA's recommended $50 fee when the U&O is part of the current 
process' final inspection and the $140 fee if the builder requests a deferral and requires a 
separate inspection. 

Automation Fees: 

We support M-NCBIA's request to reduce the 10% automation fee to 2% to fully fund the 
Executive's proposed 6-year IT Enhancement expenditures. 

1. 	 Reduce the automation fee to 2% to match the 6-year IT Enhancement expenditures that 
the. fee was designed for when approved by the County Council in 1998. 

2. 	 Place a cap on the Automation Fee at $1,000. 

Please contact me at bspaiding@millerandsmith.com or 240-205-6483 if you have any questions 
or desire additional information. 

Sincerely, 

Robert 1. Spalding, AICP 
Development Director 

cc: Jennifer Hughes 

@ 


mailto:bspaiding@millerandsmith.com
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Jetter; Reginald 

From: 	 Greg Rooney [grooney@thebernsteincompanies.com] 

Sent: 	 Saturday, April 30, 2011 2:16 PM 

To: 	 Jetter, Reginald; Mansouri, Hadi; Berliner's Office, Council member; Marc Duber;Adam Bernstein; 
Stuart Bernstein . 

Subject: Letter regarding the Proposed Regulation No. 5-11 on Building Permit Fees 

Mr. Reginald Jetter, 
Division of Building Construction 
Department of Permitting Services 
255 Rockville Pike, 2nd Floor 
Rockville, Maryland 20850 
reginald, ietter@montgomervcountymd.gov 

Dear Mr. Jetter: 

The Bernstein Companies respectfully submits the enclosed letter in response to proposed Montgomery 
County Executive Regulation No. 5-11. 

Sincerely, 

Greg Rooney 

Gregory Rooney, LEED AP 
Vice President, Development 
The Bernstein Companies 

3299 K Street N.W.. Ste. 700 
Washington D.C. 20007 
Direct (202) 478-7579 
Cell Phone (202) 422-1855 (NEW) 
Fax (202) 333-3323 
9 rooney@thebernsteincompanies.com 
www.thebernsteincompanies.com 

~ please consider the environment before printing this email 

The preceding E-mail message contains information that is confidential and may constitute non-publicinforrnation. It is intended to be conveyed only to 
the deSignated recipient(s). If you are not an intended reCipient of this message. please notify the sender at the phone number above. Unauthorized 
use, dissemination, distribution. or reproduction of this message is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful. 

5/2/2011 


http:www.thebernsteincompanies.com
mailto:rooney@thebernsteincompanies.com
mailto:ietter@montgomervcountymd.gov
mailto:grooney@thebernsteincompanies.com
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TfJlS'B:ERNSTEtN, COMPANIES 

April 29;:201 i . 

VIA ELECtRONIO MAlt 
Mr. Reginald Jetter, 
Division ofBuilding. Constrtlction 
De;Parbnent p,fPermittingS.etvices

.,,' .. ," .. " "ild ... 
255,R6ckViUe Pik¢,2. 'FloQr-, , 
'Ro~kville~,M?IYlm'tii'208S0<:. . . .' 
reginal&jdtt~/@mQIltgonierYcauntvnid:gOv 

Re;The D~partmerit ofPeimitting SetvicesProposed Regulation No. ?-11 on 
Building~Permit Fees:, '. ' , . , , '. 

, " 

Dear Mr. Jetter: 

TheBernsteinCOInparJies and oUr piutriets respectfullys1;ll:nnitthe folloWing tomwents in 
responSe toproposedMontgoinerYC()urt~ Eie~1i.tiveRegUlati6n No. 5~11, Our 
understanding is that this prdpo~ed legisl~tion willnot only increase buildmgpermit fees but 
also expedite a large portion cit that fee upfront to the time of initial building permit 
application. Weare very Goncerned abodt the effects this regulation will have on both our 
ownm:ixed"use project in Bethesda, butalso, on all development projects currently working 
their way through toward regUlatory approvals and building permit applications in 
Montgqmery CoUnty. . 

Over the last ten years; The Betpstein Cmnpanies has diligently worked to assemble a 
redevelopment siieintheCentral Bu,Siness District ofBethesda. We lt~ve p~ered with the 
two neighb9,rsJ)Ileither sit,I~Ofour. property?theBowis~uV:\,~~einberg f¥Irili~s, to join in a 
pattnetship tQdeliVerthe fjTsflJSdB¢LEEPgtmifi~dhot~l,inBeiheS4a, as'well asalarge 
LEEDtr~phy()ffice btilldirlg.We ~d ourteIitIy piIrsulligtegulatory i approvals iIi .order to 
redeve1op'theproperty Withannx ofuses and tealii:ethepbt~ntial of the site's locati.on. This 
project will exemplify sustaina:ble·transit-orientedlow ifripaCt development the Goristrudion 
ofthis project will bring hundreds ofjobs to the local,economy.)Vheilthe officetower and 
200-key hotel deliver, hundred's ofI)1ore jobs will be oreated ahtlmillions ofdollars in annual 
tax revenlie, will be generated. ' , 

Since 1933 
3299 K STREET NW, SUITE 700, WASHINGTON, DC 20007 

(TELEPH01>'"E) 202-333-9000 (FACSMlLIE).202-333-3323 (INTERNET) WWW.TIIEBERNSTEINCO:MPANTES.COM 

http:WWW.TIIEBERNSTEINCO:MPANTES.COM
http:locati.on
http:btilldirlg.We


.In .t¢cep.ty~s><t11eIiation~,~d local economies along with.s.prra.ling financialrt1atkets. have 
•slowed," our pl'()Ject to a standstill. A5; we are now fmally starting to pullout of this "Great . 
RecessiQn" - opti,Injsm <mfl a,.ttivity is once again sta.ning to rebolll1d in the real estelte 
ind,.ystry. Howev~r,.~,,:enthi,~ ttnuollstime in lfteiridustty,eacl1project is continually 
eva1uatedllSto''NhetJ2t~r o(nqt.fueproject WillfjctUally.IIiove forward. Given the uncertainties 
of'theiiriruiciai.mar~ets.D13.1iY df;tltese projects have 'mote risk today than they have for 
many years. For these reaSoI1,s, this is the wtong.tin1e to impose additional fees on projects 
that are trying t() help lift the,local economies out ofthisllIipredictable era. The effects of this 
regulation will. likely Pllt·many pro] eets on hold. Iiwil1act as the.tippillgpoint-~xerting too 
I)1uch risk on the backs ofdevelopers.Jtalso sends the wrong Ille;>sage to, d.evelQpers 'and 
builders.,- a message thai says: doing business in MontgoJIieryCpunty is'simPAYI00 costly, 

.Q0d,~~~~!,~:;~~:~~~P9sea r¢~kuo~if'~PIOVed,'*o~drest4tlti an .. 
i~cre1lSe'ill1J1iilditigp~rritit·l:!.piJlic~tiorife~s ,Jfinruiy,h4n.dredsofthoilsan~s fif aoila!'s. This 
iri¢re~e,inrees,liIl4 beC<l11$e3.5%QfU.iefees wou~dbedue Man llPfrorttcost at the time of 

. i:ni#glbuildii1gptlJlilitapplicati6~ y\tlllsigJiificat1tly j~6pard~e the' lik¢lihood our project will 
mo~e foriV~d. it istforucfua'ftllis ~barifn.fill redevelopment- that Will grow the County's 
tax base and tax reVenue by millions ofdollars - will likely be derailed by permit fees of 
. hundreds of thousands of dollars. Regulation No.5-II is short-sighted in its attempt to 
procure additioruti upfrontc.osts. Each additional cost tacked onto redeveIQPmentprojects in 
this tight economy increases the risk that such redevelopment simply willIiot occur, resulting 
ill. a smaller tax base and lower tax revenue fOr the County in the erid. In recognitionof this, 

. . The~];3etrlsteinCOrtlJ1~esUrgesthe County that it is, the. VVf()r1g time to ,impose the, propos~d 
."'~~~~~J;~e{~cl~ti~~o~ql:Jj~Of~qsts>andihe prOfo6s~q, Re~!1tiql1 N6.S~11s1161iid'notbe 

.:' . 

With the un4erstand~gtl1a,.ttlIisproposedregula~0I) issubjecf to Morit,go~ery Comity 
.'Colll1ci1revi~w,'Wereqt;1~~,th&t Y011f()iW~ra6utcotiiliienH''atidcbncei1u;tothe COUllty . . 

Cotmcil, and'we\i:tgethe t::bilii&Council to disapprov~db.e Executive Regula:tiotiNo. 5-11. 

Please contact me directly if you: have any questions or require any additiona1 infoimation. 

Sincerely; 

Gregory Rooney 

cc: 	 Mr. A~ Be.rnstein 
Mr. Marc Du'ber 
Hon. Stltart A.Bernstein 
Mr. Hadi Mansouri . 
Councilmember Roger Berliner 



Jetter, Reginald 

From: Wong, Stan 
Sent: Monday, May 02, 20116:24 AM 
To: Brush, Rick; Laycock, Thomas; Jetter, Reginald 
Subject: FW: Comments on Method 3 Fees 

Miller and 

Comments-M 


FYI. .. 

Tom, should I keep my email account active for a couple of weeks to forward mail like 
this? 

Stan 

--- -Original Message 
From: Spalding, Bob [mailto:bspalding@millerandsmith.com] 
Sent: Fri 4/29/2011 4:37 PM 
To: Wong, Stan 
Cc: Hughes, Jennifer 
Subject: Comments on Method 3 Fees 

Stan, 

Miller and Smith's comments on the proposed Method 3 fees are attached for your 
consideration. Please let me know if you have any questions. 

Thanks, 

Bob 

Robert J. Spalding, A.I.C.P. 

Miller and Smith 

8401 Greensboro Drive 

Suite 450 (new) 

McLean, VA 22102 

240-205 6483 cell 

703-394-6616 fax 

www.millerandsmith.com 

1 

http:www.millerandsmith.com
mailto:mailto:bspalding@millerandsmith.com


Miller Be Smith. 

ONE VISIT CAN CHANGE EVERYTHING 


April 29, 2011 

Mr. Stan Wong, 
Chief of Division of Land Development 
Montgomery County Department of Permitting Services 
255 Rockville Pike, 
Rockville, MD 20850 

Subject: Comments on Proposed Method 3 Fees 

Dear Mr. Wong, 

Miller and Smith has reviewed the proposed fee increases for the Method 2 and the Maryland
National Capital Building Industry Association's (M-NCBIA's) comments. We agree with M
NCBIA's comments. We also wanted to highlight a few ofthe issues that negatively impact our 
business and offer additional recommendations. 

Payment at time of submission for Engineered Road Improvements and Sediment Control 
Permits: 

The proposed prepayment of a portion of the review fee for roads and sediment control has a 
large negative impact on our business due to the proposed acceleration of very expensive fees. 
As an example, we are working on an approximately $4,000,000 public road improvement for 
Shawnee Lane that is scheduled to be filed this summer. This requirement means we have to pay 
around $290,000 (ofthe $656,920 total fee) 6 months earlier than anticipated. We recognize the 
rationale to tie the time of payment to the time ofDPS' work, and request that there be a 
transition period to reduce the negative effects on business. 

1. 	 Amend the proposed percentage paid at permit filing to 25% of the total fee. 
2. 	 Provide a transition period where a lower fee ofl5% is implemented on July 1 with the 

full fee implemented on January 1, 2012. 

We recognize the rationale to tie the time of payment to the time ofDPS' work, and request that 
there be a transition period to reduce the negative effects on business. Our proposal strikes a fair 
balance that improves DPS' cash flow while minimizing the serious impact on our cash flow. In 
the end, DPS still gets the full amount of the fee and in a more advantageous manner than today. 
Ultimately, we hope that the increased certainty in the DPS budget will adequately fund the 
prompt processing of building permits. 

8401 Greensboro Drive, Suite 450. McLean, VA 22102 

703.821.2500.703.821.2040 fAX 
www.millerandsmith.com 

http:www.millerandsmith.com


Minimum Fee for Engineered Public Right of Way Permit and Sediment Control 
Engineered Permit Revisions: 

We support M-NCBIA's recommendations to reflect the complexity and cost of the revision. 
The proposed increase ofthe minimum fee from $135 to $1,895 ($1,760 - 1,300% increase) for 
Permit Revisions is too high. For a minor revision, the $1,895 easily exceeds the cost to review 
and inspect. 

Support M-NCBIA's recommendation of a minimum of $500 or 25% of the permit fee 
(14.930% of the revision cost) as the upfront payment at application for Public Right of 
Way Permit Revisions and for Sediment Control Engineered Permit Revisions 

Fee to Change the Legal Description or other Administrative Revision to a Sediment 
Control Permit or a Floodplain District Permit: 

The administrative tasks for DPS to change a legal description or other administrative revision is 
relatively fixed and does not vary with the cost of the subject application. Therefore, the fee 
should not be based on the cost of the project. 

1. 	 We support M-NCBIA's recommendation for a fixed fee. 
2. 	 We recommend a $110 fee to match the proposed fee to Replace a Performance Bond, 

Irrevocable Letter of Credit, Cash Bond, or Certificate ofGuarantee because the 
administrative processing is comparable. 

Automation Fees: 

We support M-NCBIA's request to reduce the 10% automation fee to 2% to match the 6-year IT 
Enhancement expenditures that the fee was designed for when approved by the County Council 
in 1998. The need for this reduction is particularly important on any permit where the pennit fee 
is based on 14.930% ofthe construction cost. As a result, we pay 16.423% (14.930+.1493) of 
the construction cost for reviews; which is often more expensive than the cost for our engineers 
to design the public improvement. The cost to automate the reviews ofthose applications is not 
a function of the cost to construct, so DPS should adopt a cap on the Automation Fee that has a 
more direct relationship to the cost to improve DPS' IT system. 

1. 	 Reduce the 10% automation fee to 2% to match the 6-year IT Enhancement expenditures 
that the fee was designed for when approved by the County Council in 1998. 

2. 	 Place a cap on the Automation Fee at $1,000. 

Please contact me at bspalding@millerandsmith.com or 240-205-6483 if you have any questions 
or desire additional information. 

Finally, I wanted to wish you all of the best in your upcoming retirement. 

..:rIJ~u;.rn' g, AICP 
Development Director 

cc: Jennifer Hughes 

mailto:bspalding@millerandsmith.com
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DPS /0 

.. Siok, Pat 

From: Greg Trimmer [gtrimmer@jbg.com] 

Sent: Friday, April 29, 2011 12:38 PM 

To: Ervin's Office, Council member; Ike Leggett 

Cc: Silverman, Steve; Rod Lawrence 

Subject: Montgomery County Proposed Building Permit Changes 

Council President Ervin, County Executive Leggett-

As a long time County-based real estate investor and developer, JBG is very concerned about the proposed 
changes to building permit fees. JBG is lucky to have the opportunity to invest across the Metro region and we are 
very concerned with the County's competitive position against other jurisdictions. In fact, I am currently working 
with Steve Silverman to quantify the competitive disadvantages with an eye on changing the landscape. As a data 
point, there are no major private sector tenants (greater than 50,000 SF) actively looking in Maryland, while there 
are mUltiple in Northern Virginia. 

Additionally, as you know, JBG has enjoyed substantial recent success in owning and building both the new NCI 
research campus at Shady Grove and retaining HHS at Parklawn. These are the type of major job creating real 
estate transactions that would be harmed by the elimination of a building permit maximum fee. For example, 
HHS, which will be subject of the new fees, could be subject to an additional approximate $600,000 in new fees! A 
financial change such as this simply must reduce the scope of the project - this translates directly to less jobs. 

We recognize the financial difficulties that the County-faces, but strongly urge you to avoid changes such 2S these 
that will actually slow job creation and exacerbate the economic hardship facing'the economy. 

Respectfully, 
Greg Trimmer 
On behalf of The JBG Companies 

Greg Trimmer 
The JBG Companies® 
4445 Willard Avenue, Suite 400 I Chevy Chase, Maryland 20815 
240.333.3709 direct I 240.333.3600 main I 240.333.3610 fax I 703.861.1816 cell 
www.JBG.com 

http:www.JBG.com

