HHS COMMITTEE #3
March 8, 2012

MEMORANDUM

March 6, 2012

TO: Health and Human Services Commitiee

FROM: Linda McMillan, Senior Legislative Analyst g@n’bﬁ/

SUBJECT: Discussion with Secretary Sharfstein, Maryland Department of Health and
Mental Hygiene (this item is scheduled to begin at 3:00 p.m.)

HHS Committee Chair Leventhal as invited Secretary Joshua Sharfstein, M.D., of the
Maryland Department of Health and Mental Hygiene to open a dialogue with the Committee
about how Montgomery County and the State can partner to find ways to improve the health and
well being of residents and to better understand both County and State programs and initiatives.
As background, Secretary Sharfstein’s bio is attached at © 1, his welcome message at © 2, and
an organization chart for DHMH at © 3. Council staff has asked that, as a part of his comments
to the Committee, the Secretary share the overall vision for DHMH, how the State is moving
forward with the implementation of Health Care Reform, and how the Governor’s proposed
budget might impact Montgomery County. Staff will be able to share with the Secretary
information on Montgomery Cares and efforts to improve employee wellness. The Committee
and Secretary may want to discuss the County’s and State’s Health Improvement Process
(Healthy Montgomery). The State and County have an ongoing partnership with regards to these
initiatives.
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Secretary of Health and Mental Hygiene
Joshua M. Sharfstein, M.D.

Dr. Joshuz M. Sharfstein was appointed by Govemnor Martin O'Mzlley as Secretary of the
Marvland Department of Health and Mental Hygiene in January 2011, The Depart mcrt mclu*‘"
Medicaid, public hazlth, behavioral health, and services for the developmentally disabled, with
an annual budgst of approximatsly $10 bilion, :

In March 200%, President Obama appointed Dr. Sharfsiein to serve as the Principal Deputy
Commissioner of the U.S. Food and Drug Administration, the agency's second nighest-ranking
position. He served as the Acting Commissioner from March 2008 i hrough May 2002 and as
Principal Deputy Commissionsr through January 2011,

rom December 2005 through March 2008, Dr. Sharfstain served &3 the Commissioner of
Hm.ait*s rthe City of Baltimore, M e« !and

From July 2001 o Dacember 2005, Dr. Sharfstein servad as mnox ity professional staff of the
Government Reform Committee of the U 8. House of Represe:st ves for Congressman Henry
A. Waxman.

Dr. Sharfstein is 2 1951 graduate of Harvard College, a 1598 graduats of Harvard Medical
School, a 188¢% graduate of the combined residen iCy program in pediatrics at Boston Children's
. Hospital and Boston Medical Center, and'a 2001 graduate of the fellowship in general pediatrics
at the Boston University School of Medicine.
In 2008, Dr. Sharfstein was named a Public Official of the Year by Governing Magazine. Dr.
Sharfsteint now serves on the Health I’n‘or‘”atso. y Technology Policy Committes, an advisory

committee of the U 8. Department of Hazlth and Human Services, and is a member of the
ecitorial board of the Journal far the American Meadical Association.

About Secretary Sharfstein | Welcome Message from Secretary Sharfstein

Selected Testimony, Speeches and Articles

Click Here for Documents

Contact the Departmant

201 West Praston Street - Baitimors, &




LDHNM *» Secwaicome

Secretary Sharfstein's Welcome Message

Welcome! ‘

. Sovernor Marin O'Malley and L1 & emcr Anthony G. Brown ioin mein HElcoming

B ol to the official Web site for the Maryland Depariment of Heaith ana ’v? niai
Hygiene [DHMH).

: v,aryi nd’s health care c‘ r‘) system consists of public and private hospitals,

§ nursing homes, cutﬂa.iem c: s, home health cars services, hospices, providers,
and hea ih sducalors, amo g hers. As a public health department, our goal is to
improve ihe health status of every ‘da”.anu resident and (o ensure access to quality
heaith care. We are 16 sycml":e for helping each person live a lifs free f, >m the

threat of communicable diseases, fainted foods, and dangerous products. To assist in our iss%on,

wa regqulz & ﬁeah’ﬂ care providers, facilities, and grganizations, and manage dirgct >emc~:c
patients where apprepriate

Although public heaith activities such as registr sgan in
Maryiand in the mid-180 Cs, the formal "‘U.}izw uea J‘ effort uad not begin um\,l ’Tf? w‘@eﬁ Baltimers
Town was incerporated inte Baltimore City. At that time heaith ordinances were passed and by the
early 1800s smallpox vaccinations were available to the poor, free of charge

Numercus changss have occurred in Maryland mcc 'hat tirme, and aif havs helped public health
evoive inte a system that today provides an imprassive aray of services. The system includes
CHMH and 24 iccal heslih departmenis - one eac t~ Ba%i‘smore City and Maryland’s 22 counties.

CHMH has ihree major o v.smrs Pubiic Health Services, Behavioral Health and Disabilities, and
Health Cars Financing  In addition, the department has 20 boards that lisense and regulate nealth
cars professionsis; and seven commissions that issue grmts and research and make :
recommendations on issuss ti*a- affect Maryland's heaith care delivery system. We depend on a
staff of more than 8,000 and a budget of more than $7 biliion o provide needed senvices o
Maryland communities.

DOur Public Mealth Services Division cversaes vital public services o Maryland residents including
infecticus dissase and snvironmenial healih concems, family health services and emergency
preparediness and ;es: nse activities. The Behavicral Health and Disabilities Division focuses on
assisung Maryland rasidents whe nave d valopmenial disabilives, mental iinesses and dependency
on alconhot and drugs. The Health Care Financing Divisicn implements the Medicaid program, which
feaurss the uepar’t =nt's HealthChoice and f“hz dren's '-i»a ih Program along with other initiatives,
irc.u:* ing those that help people with the cost of prescription medicalions. information about our
anizaiion, :rocrams and many cther servicas can be ’cun’* on this YWab sita.

o )
rat
Sacrsiary

Marviand Degarimant of Health and Menial Hygisn

Follow me on Twitter @drjoshs
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