
HHS COMMITTEE #3 
March 8, 2012 

MEMORANDUM 

March 6, 2012 

TO: Health and Human Services Committee 

FROM: Linda McMillan, Senior Legislative Analyst ~ 
SUBJECT: Discussion with Secretary Sharfstein,Maryland Department of Health and 

Mental Hygiene (this item is scheduled to begin at 3:00 p.m.) 

HHS Committee Chair Leventhal as invited Secretary Joshua Sharfstein, M.D., of the 
Maryland Department of Health and Mental Hygiene to open a dialogue with the Committee 
about how Montgomery County and the State can partner to find ways to improve the health and 
well being of residents and to better understand both County and State programs and initiatives. 
As background, Secretary Sharfstein's bio is attached at © 1, his welcome message at © 2, and 
an organization chart for DHMH at © 3. Council staffhas asked that, as a part of his comments 
to the Committee, the Secretary share the overall vision for DHMH, how the State is moving 
forward with the implementation of Health Care Reform, and how the Governor's proposed 
budget might impact Montgomery County. Staffwill be able to share with the Secretary 
information on Montgomery Cares and efforts to improve employee wellness. The Committee 
and Secretary may want to discuss the County's and State's Health Improvement Process 
(Healthy Montgomery). The State and County have an ongoing partnership with regards to these 
initiatives. 
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I Secretary of Health and Mental Hygiene 

Joshua M. Sharfstein, M.D. 


Or. joshua M. Shalistein was appoInted by Governor Martin O'Malley as of the 
Maryland Department of Health and Mental Hygiene in January 2011. The Department includes 
~,,1edicaid, public health, behavioral health, and services for the developmentally disabled, with 

an annual budget of approximateiy $10 billion. . 

In March 2009, President Obama apPointed Or. Sharistein to ser,te as the Principal Deputy 

Commissioner of the U.S. Food and Drug Administration, the agency's second higrlest-ranking 


position. He sel"ved as the Acting Commissioner from fvlarch 2009 through May 2009 and as 

Principal Deputy Commissioner through January 2011. 


From December 2005 through March 2009, Or. Sharfstein s8r-.fed as the Commissioner of 

Health for the City of Baltimore, t.,;laryland. 


From ,Julv 2001 to December 2005, Dr. Sharfstel!1 served as minofitv professional staff of the 

Government Reform Comrnittee of the US. House of Representative"s for Congressman Henry 


A. \tvaxman. 


Dr. Sharfstein is a 199'1 g!"aduate of Harvard College, a 1996 graduate of Harvard Medica! 

School, a 199f) graduate of the combined residency program in pediatrics at Boston Children's 

. Hospital and Boston Medical Center, and a 2001 graduate of the reilowst1ip in general pediatrics 
at the Boston University School of iv'ledicine. 

In 2008, Dr. Sharfstein 'Nas named a Public Official of tl,e Year by Governing Magazine. Or. 
Sharfstein now serves on the Health Information Technology Policy Committee, an advisory 
commiitee of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, and is a member of the 

editorial board of the Journal for the American rvledical Association 

About Secretary Sharfstein I \tJelcome Message from Secretary Sharfstein 

Selected Testimony, Speeches and Articles 

Click Here for Documents 

Contact the Departrnent 

201 \;'Vest Preston Street Baitimore. tv~D ~ 



UHMH )- secwelcome 

Secretary Sharfstein's Welcon1e Message 

Welcome! 
,... '1 .. 0'" 'I d L r'< "G ~ . , ,l:;overn?r I}i ~m.n llilal ~y an ._ t ~ovemor kntno~y ~'L b~oV'/n J~!n me in tNelccIT'iing 
you to tne official Web site for me f\l,arjland Department 0; Health and Menta, 
Hygiene (DHMH), 

Marylan.j's health care delivery system consists of public and private hospitals, 
nursing homes, outpatient clinics, h-ome health care services, hospices, providers, 
and health educators, among others, As a public health department, our goal is to 
improve the health status of every Maryland resident and to ensure access to quality 
heaith care, We are responsible fer helping each person live a life free from the ' 

threat of communicable diseases, tainted foods, and dangerous prOducts, To assist in our misSion, 
we regulate health care proViders, facilities, and organizations, and manage direct services to 
patients where appropnate 

Aithouoh pubiic health activities such as reaistraticn of births, deaths and marriages beaan in 
Marylar,.j in th~ mid-1600s, the forma! public r,ealth effort did not begin until 1797 wher;-Baltimore 
Town was incorporated into Baltimore City, ,.:l,t that time rleaith ordinances were passed and by t.'1e 
early 1800s smallpox vaccinatio!1s were available to the poor, free of charge 

Numerous changes have occLlrred in :vlaryland since that time, and ail have helpe-d public health 
evolve into a system that today provides an impressive array of services, The system includes 
DHMH and 24 local health departments one each III Baltimore City and Maryland's 23 counties. 

DHMH has three major divisions - Public Health Services, Behavioral Health and Disabilities, and 
Health Can" Financing In addition, th/? department has 20 boards that license and regulate health 
cafe professionals; and seven commissions that Issue grants, and research and make 
recommendations on issues that affect Maryland's heaith care deliver:l system. We depend on a 
staff of more than 8,000 and a budget of more than $7 billion to prOVide needed services to 
Maryland communities, 

Our Public Health S8rvices Divlslcn oversees vitai publk: services to Maryland residents including 
inre,:;tioLis disease and envlrollmental \",eaith concems, family health services and emergency 
preparedness and response activities, The Behavioral Heaith and Disabilities DiviSIon focuses on 
ass,stmg Maryiand reSidents who have deveioomenta! disabii,t,es, menta! illnesses and dependenc'! 
on alcohol end drugs, The Health Care Financing DiVision implements the Medicaid program, which 
fe.9tures the department's HealthChoice and Chiidren's H8S1th Program aiong with otl1e, initiatives, 
inciud~ng these that people \Vlth the cost of prescnptjon medications, InrorTilatlon about our 
organization. programs and many other ser.,ices can be round on th~s VVeb site. 

[ hope yeLl viiH take the tin1e to familiarize yourseffv,lith the numerous activities and 
acccmpiishmBl1ts of the Department. If you ne'3d further assIstancsJ pleaSe contact Keith Tobias in 
the Constituent S€rvtces Unit at ConstltuentServlcBs@dhnlh.state,md.us or calling 41Q-767­
--,,..... ...... 
O:O~. 

tflank you fer visiting our VVeb site, It is a pleasure to serve you{ 

Joshua l\l1. Sharfste~i1r rlll.D. 

Secretary 


ivlaryland ,,,,r··,,,,",..,.,,,,-r,' of Health and Mental Hygiene 


Follow me on Twitter@drjoshs 

mailto:ConstltuentServlcBs@dhnlh.state,md.us
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