
AGENDA ITEM 26 
July 27, 2010 

Action 

MEMORANDUM 

TO: County Council 

FROM: Michael Faden, Senior Legislative Attorney 
Amanda Mihill, Legislative AnalystJI~ 

SUBJECT: Action: Ballot language for referendum on County law 

On May 19, 2010, the Council enacted, and the Executive later signed, Bill 13-10, 
Emergency Medical Services Transport Fee Established. A petition circulating would refer this 
law to a referendum vote (see ©3-4). 

County Code § 16-9 provides: "the question on the voting machine or ballots shall appear 
as follows: 'Shall the [insert brief informative description of Act] Act become law?' ... The vote 
shall be by "yes" or "no" on the question." Based on this requirement, Council staff drafted the 
ballot language in the resolution shown on ©1-2. 

The Board of Elections has not determined whether the petition received sufficient 
signatures to place this referendum on the ballot. However, Council staff recommends that the 
Council approve the attached ballot language, conditioned on the petition qualifying for 
inclusion on the ballot. The draft resolution makes clear that it takes effect only if the petition 
ultimately qualifies for the ballot. At your worksession on July 13, Councilmembers did not 

. have any questions about this resolution. 

An amendment to the state Election Law Article, quietly enacted in 2006, appears to 
remove the Council's authority, contained in County law, to approve ballot language for 
referendum petitions and transfer that authority to the County Attorney. While this authority 
could be transferred back to the Council's own attorney by a County law, this has not been done. 
Council staff will draft an appropriate amendment to do so as part of a larger revision of the 
County law covering Charter amendments and referenda. In the meantime, the Acting County 
Attorney has indicated that he will endorse and certify the ballot language the Council adopts. 

This packet contains Circle 
Draft resolution 1 
Referendum petition for Bill 13-10 3 
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Resolution No.: 
Introduced: 
Adopted: 

COUNTY COUNCIL 
FOR MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND 

By: County Council 

SUBJECT: Ballot title for referendum on County Law 

Background 

(1) Section 114 of the County Charter provides that any legislation enacted by the 
County Council, with certain exceptions, must be submitted to a referendum of the voters on 
petition of 5% of the registered voters of the County. 

(2) The County Board of Elections received a petition for a referendum on Chapter 
15 of the Laws of Montgomery County, 2010, entitled "An Act to: 

(1) 	 authorize the County to impose and collect a fee to recover costs generated by 
providing emergency medical service transports; 

(2) 	 provide for a schedule of emergency medical services transport fees, fee waiver 
criteria, permitted uses of fee revenues, and other procedures to operate the 
emergency medical services fee program; 

(3) 	 prohibit a Local Fire and Rescue Department from imposing a separate emergency 
medical services transport fee; 

(4) 	 require the Executive to issue certain regulations to implement an emergency 
medical services transport fee; 

(5) 	 require a certain annual transfer be made as payment of residents' uninsured portion 
of the emergency medical services transport fee; and 

(6) 	 generally amend County law regarding the provision of emergency medical 
services." 

The Board of Elections has not determined whether the petition was accompanied by sufficient 
signatures to place the referred law on the ballot. 

(3) Under Section 7-1 03( c )(3)(i) of the Elections Article of the Maryland Code, each 
proposed ballot question must be certified to the Board of Elections on or before the third 
Monday in August in the year in which there will be a general or Congressional election at which 
the ballot question is to be submitted to the voters. 

(4) County Code § 16-16 provides that a ballot title or summary, prepared by the 
Council, of each proposed ballot question must appear in print on the voting machine or ballot. 
County Code § 16-9 specifies the form of referendum questions. 



Resolution No.: 

Action 

The County Council for Montgomery County, Maryland approves the following 
resolution: 

The following question must be placed on the 2010 general election ballot: 

Question A 


Referendum on Law Enacted by County Council 


Emergency Medical Services Transport Fee 


Shall the Act to impose an emergency medical services transport fee become law? 

FOR AGAINST 

This resolution is effective only if the petition for a referendum on Chapter 15 of the 
Laws of Montgomery County, 2010, qualifies for inclusion on the 2010 ballot. If one or more 
other questions are placed on the 2010 ballot and one is designated as Question A, the Board of 
Elections must reletter this question accordingly. 

This is a correct copy of Council action. 

Linda M. Lauer, Clerk of the Council 
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REflEAENOUM PETITION 

CSl 
We, the lIl1der.!lgned Rl'gr'h!~ vo\ef3 of Montgomery CotJnty, Maryland. c!o hel'tlby petition for a referendum 'late on Ule Sill 13--10, entitled -An Act to (1) aulhorill! th!! '" '­

COIl!l\y 10 lmpoge and coiled a fee to /'HOVer ocsts IIIIlH!raleci by providing ~ergeney medical Mnk:'e tmnspoftl: (2) provide: fur aldledu!e of amergency medical $~Ice' CSl 

transport fees. fee waiver crhna, permitted use!!. 01 fee FeYeIlOH, and: olber proc:edUI'$ to operate h! etnefglTq medical sneel fa. J)11lgr'llm; (3) p,ohibit a local Fire and '­
tVReso.re ~"'mem from ImpOSing I separate- emergency lJIedic:al services tnlnspor1 fee; 1__)~·tha Exec:utIw Lo luu.. ee11aln ntguTat\onlllo Impremen1 an emergenq CSl 

~ setvlres hMipolt ~; f5) require a teltain annualtranafe, btl m1IIde as paymenl of ,"identa' uninsured portiun of the 8T1'11!:f!l11'1' medical sel'llla!or; lra(l!lpor1 fee. and (6) .... 
Jlllltet'lllty Mlel'ld Coun.., law ntg!lllding lbe pl'OIIision of erMlgenc;,y medic:alIervii.:eS· enaded by 1M Catlnty Council fur ManlgomMy County, Ma.,.and. at If!! May 2.010 r~islatNo CSl 

~. (Mont Co. Cooe 1965, § 9-14; 1969 L.I.tC.• cn. 32,52.) _ .... 
If thl full text 0' the IlIlVordimmat 01 pert (;P !tte bllVonflnante ref.rred (the -proposal-, dOtlS not 119pe.'!f on the back of this SIU(lliitunt page 01 lIS an attachment. a fai" and I-' 

eccurate summery of the substantive pl'lllVislons or 'hili proposal must ilpjH!ar Oil tile baa.or b4t Btuu;h". and the full ted ot the PI'Ilposal must be Immedlalely Clvi'lUable from CSl 

th.. .....tttinn 

.8OUC& TO 5.J5i.8liMf menaM I'lrilOt -m:.nIl'ftft 111 ... ft , .... u._ Wlhr . 1m lilt, PI\ tal your: ""-Dam. of regl"D.t1.!m..~!J!I~OAtlUlL . ! 
~~D1helnltlatd..JttD:..!I\b!!r MUla;, ~~lmUI:tUm fJ;!:5t om" 8qK lfidrdsses so! noUZltt,Jj''-i!Ilu«.em:~djl~_ 
~ ~-ey ,Ign'nq this petltlcm. you B9,," that tile allo'ile-mentlolJed proposal should be pfactd on the ballot as 1& referendum queortlan at the nl!'Jj~ general election and that. , 
to the best ~f vour knowk!d98, YOU are rt\tl~l'ed to 'KIte In MDryfand Md are eligible to have \"OUr $Ignatunt counted ro, Ihls petitiOI'!. 

PlfI'IJ'ftf No,.", The 'nfo", IItion ~u IJrfWlde on tftbl "ellllon m.y_be used Co ch." lie vour vofer ,.,fstlaffon address. 
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CIRClJUltOl\'S J\ff1PI\YIl 

Under (lil!n8ft1e of Pl!rjury, 1 r.welr (or alftnn) thllt: (a, r was at le/Ost til 
Tatlll N..,.1H!r {If 51\1".'­

fOA. ELeCTION BOAR!) USE ONLY 
1l'lidkWual c.tr"c-.r........ flil'Itft -or tyoWl ",ame- years: DId willi" tllillCh 11gnatufl!' WIIS obtained: (ll] ttle Il'Ilormlltlon gill!'!" 1:0 tt-I!' 

t--- _ "limbE, (I' Tj\v.lldal~ Signaturesl -"=-=.",.,,..,..____________ 141ft Idf!lltlfylrlO /TIt' Is tnlq III1d aJned; {e} 1 \)4Itsllnally obsl!'rved l"IIch s'gntr lJ 

Hulfll>er ilr valid ::;lgna'IUnsl -...t...... ,14_ ... he: or 51,", ,lOfted ttlls paq.t; lind Cd) to the ben of mV knowledge <lml 
1> 

~ belief: {f) til signature en till' pa~<1 a" 94!nWM; .1n<l' (11).,11 ~1!Jn"n; "re
0., rellLsterlld votlllrs of 'MalYlan!!.'Stilt Z!pef1d8r~d by: CSl 
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@ 1M'~!"""~" CSl 
mOt:C:UbtD":4g~_,,,..... ("I'\~ ..... ~ ....,~tl>t,."i 
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Te'lt or Bill J3-U}~ Emergcnlcy MI:dit31 Scrvka Trallllport Fee 

(a.) Octirtitioft!L In this Sectiolllho! followi!'ll cams II11"(! tile: m.::mings indicllled; 

I. 	 EJm."I'g,A.'I!(y malical $o.lrvh:cs lr:lnllport means InInsponalian by lhe Fire ~d Rc.'lCllt: Servico orM indl vidual by ilI1'\bu I~cc 
(If other j:ire lind Rescue Service Vl:hic:he u.'IoCd rot' It ~imilar rurpo~ ~Jm.'1'gtllcy mcdicalllo\:tVil:eslr.Snsport dac, IIOC 

indllde tr.In~l1atjlln (,l'3n Indilfidulll under en oaroomcnt between the CounI'Y,3nd a bcaltll Cliff;: racility. 

2. 	 F~ml poV!lI1.y guid.:linl!l: me."! thllllpplie~blc h~hh I:III'e ~ guidc:Unc$ P'Ilbllsllcd in tbe r'ed¢nl1 Register or 
o(nc:.rwl~c: i~:ru<d by tile federa! Dcp:Jrtmc:at orHeallll. !\lid Human Sci">'ic.:s. 

(b) 	 Imposition of fcc. 'lbe Coun&) mU5t im!lf)t!C a t\.'C for MY cmer,cn~y ln~it:alll':l'Vic:es tt:ln.~r! prP'Vi"~'d in lJIe County and. unll:SS 
pronibiWd by olher law. mll~idc che County unci.:!' II mwullllJid 1J;tCllmll:llt. 

Ce) 	 Uability fot fcc. SubjtCt Ia sublM:tian (II). .:aeh intli'ViduBI who r\:Qli'l'llIl an C:lnCJ1.Cn\!y Jm.-di~aI5Cr'llices IJ"iIMpnrt ile rC!lf'nn~jhlo for 
paying the emergency mcdicl1l ~cl"Yi~1l:' lran.<pon rcc. 

(d) 	 Hardship wlliver. 

I. 	 .~ Fire Chie( mu:14 wllive the ~cy medical !el'\Iiecs It:lnSpol't fcc for any individual whose ~old in~~ is lit or 
below )00 percent of the' fcdCl'llI pO'\'CTty guidelines. An Indi"Wual must n::qu~ 1I waiv\:f 00 II. farm upprovtd by the Fire <.1Iid: 

2. 	 Thlt Fire Chief moy o.Ieny 1I r.:qucsl rora wui'lll:r if"n Indjviduw wno dllims fi~il''' bllrd9l1ip under thil Sel:tion docs Mt 
ttlrllish nil inrormacion I'!;quircd by the Fin:: ('flier. 

«:) 	 (4)'m.:n! orRl!!llidcnls' Unill~ Portitm of \he EmllTICIICY Medical s...-rvlces Transport re'll. 

I. 	 Tax revenues received by (lie County mllS\ be '",Ited as p!lytITent, on bl!haIr ~COunly rcsidcnL\. I)C Ihe balance orCI1d1 
n:!tdtnfs pon1on afme cmerttclICy mediCAl sc:rvicc.~ tWl$pOrt rcc thlt is not covetc:d by ttIc tCIIiden1'$ in.'IlIn'Im:c. 

2. 	 The CllUnty Council mUlll .annuliHy traNCer from !lhl Ocn.:ral Fund to the Con.<IOlidlltcd rife TaO{ Oi!l\ri.;r !lund .Ill'I lIITlo\lnt thAl 
dw CclUncil cstimllt¢$ -win not ~ ~ollm::d l:Iy ~itlcrHS' il'lSlll"lllJCe 4.~ payment ofIll! n::sidlfl'llS' Imin.'lUred por1ion orthc 
cmergcm:y lTIC'dical scrviea transport roc:. . 

(I) 	 Obligation to transport. Th 'Fire IU1d RaSlCue Sel'llioe ml,llil providl! cntergency "'~ic;d !ler-ieo:s tnll'I!!p01't In arcon;lancc with 
:lppli()llf)hr mcdi~al protoc<)l:; tQ o:ncll individual withoof I'OJllrd to the indi1fidunl's ability 10 pily. 

(~ 	 Rc.,rr1,lion nn LORI rite and Rf:!;QI1t: Ocp:!l'1.mCl'llS. A 1~1l1 lire and rdCUI: dCplll'lmcnl must not Impose a scparate rcc: (or lin 
am\.,'rg.::IIC:Y modi'IIII~. 

(11) 	 UllC ofre'l'cl'lue. It"(cl:J,1t rOt [he Intnsfer received (rom the G..'I!cral fund IU1dcr lub~'Ctjon (c) and in 1M I1rst fi~n1 year thl' r~c j~ 
irtJl'lemcnted. Ihe mCl'lue$ collected from ~ emagC1lCY medical ilttYict:!ll.J"Mt.'lflOl1 fee mWlt be used 10 SUW1emcnl and II1USt not 
:lUpplanl. c:d~inl! l!1p.::ndill>m (01' <!fI'Icrg<;ncr medical 5Cl"Vicc! and (llher ndllll:l.l fire and ~ s.!rviccs provided by Ille Fire: llnd 
Re.'lalc SI!1'¥;ce. 

(i) 	 RcgtJllitinns: Ia! schcdul\!. The: County f-:,cc:uti~.: mu.'11 a./opllll\:g.tlIl\licm under mctllod (l) to imp~ent (he estIC!'gCl'I(y medical 
S4.'l'Vitc:3 tntn!!pOrt fcc program The regulation mu..~t !$lIbUsh a fee schedule h:L'ICd Oft the CGIIt ofprovidiD3 ancre.cns;y mediQlI 
service:: transport. The (et sclIcdu!t !Ny inclu~ an :wmal automatic udjusullt.-ont based on intlntint\.. as m~II'1:d by lid in~ 
l'I."l1l1Cnably tdalllu to tftt: ,o~1 tlr pl'Ovidins ~'fI1el'J~"I1<.7 mcdil:~ s<:I"Iic:~~ tl'tmllpol"!$. The I't'gulatioo may fL'quin: colld, individual wlto 
recc:i1<C$ lUI CI1Ie!Jcm:y mlldi~1lI ~<:....s 1l1ll1l1jlOI'I to pruvidc 1i!14llCial infarmntian. 1"~lllding the indi'l'icIuars in:IUrnncc: t'('lvt:ota~. 
and tn ;tl'sijpl in."urnm:c bcn.:lil.~ to the Cf)Urrty. . 

s....:. 2. Impierrn::nllltion Th~ cm~llncy Illl,:'diclll ~ervk$ tr.mSpClI't rce nuthori7.o:<./ by Cllunty Code ill-2JA. ~'!IIII.':"..d by SllCtian 1 
,71' 111i~ "~,, rn:!)' bI: I!IIU,:S:lcri lilt IU'Il' <:1I'':Il!\.~}' mo:dkal scrvr~'" 1r:m.~",1f1.1hal 0I:C!1t$ em 1lI' llnl:l' July 1.1010. Collcr;tlon IIL1)' occur 
MfI>Ho;li.YI!ly h.llh,lI date if r11.'I:.;ssary durin~ lin: lil1'lliS<.':Il yeOII' the ~meJ'l!';I1I:y ml.'lJical !crvicl.-s lransport rcc Is Implt.m1t:nt.:d. 


