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Contact: Neil H. Greenberger 249-777-7939/ Delphine Harriston 240-777-7931 

Montgomery County Council to Host 
Forum on Key Budget Issues for FY 2014 

On Thursdayj Nov. 2~ Public Will Be Invited to Hear 
Challt;nges Predicted for Next Budget Year and to Ask 

Questions/ Make Comments as Budget Preparation Begins· 

ROCKVILLE, Md., November 13, 2012-The Montgomery County Council at 7:30 

p.m. on Thursday, Nov. 29, will host a unique opportunity for the public to comment 

and ask questions on priorities' relating to the Fiscal Year 2014 County operating 

budget planning process. The 90-minute session will include a presentation on the 

challenges that the Council and County Executive will face in formulating a balanced 

budget for the fiscal year that will begin on July 1. 

County departments are already working on early stages of the FY14 budget. County 

Executive Isiah Leggett is required to present his recommended budget to the Council 

by March 15. The Council and its committees will analyze the recommendations, 

make adjustments and adopt the budget by late May. 


"The past few years have been economically challenging for the County as they have 

been for individuals, families, and businesses all across the country," said Council 

President Roger Berliner. "The upcoming year's operating budget looks like it will be 

no less difficult." 


The forum will be held in the Third Floor Council Hearing Room of the Council 

Office Building at 100 Maryland Ave. in Rockville and will be televised live by 

County Cable Montgomery (CCM-Cable Channel 6 on Comeast and RCN, Channel 

30 on Verizon). The broadcasts also will be streamed through the County Web site at 

W'vvw.montgomerycountymd.gov. 


http:W'vvw.montgomerycountymd.gov
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"As we strive to promote a more open and transparent county government, this 
meeting is an important opportunity to hear from a broad range of community 
stakeholders about their budget priorities for the coming year," said Council Vice 
President Nancy Navarro. "At the same time, we will share the significant budget 
challenges and tough choices that lie ahead." 

The FY14 budget process will be significantly impacted by recent changes in State 
law regarding K-12 public education funding. The changes have added a layer of 
complexity to the County's budget deliberations and fiscal outlook as the Maryland 
General Assembly recently amended the Maintenance of Effort (MOE) law that 
governs local education funding and shifted a large portion of the cost of teacher 
pensions to the County. 

"It is essential for the Council to understand how legislative changes at the state level 
will impact the County's operating budget in Fiscal Year 2014 and how these changes 
will impact the County's ability to fund government services over time," said 
Councilmember Valerie Ervin, who chairs the Council's Education Committee. "This 
budget forum is an opportunity for the Council to share information with community 
organizations throughout the County and to discuss how state budget decisions impact 
services at the local level." 

The County's Office of Legislative Oversight (OLO) recently analyzed how 
continuing economic pressures and the recent changes in local: school funding 
requirements would affect the Council's budgeting and fiscal planning in FY14 and 
future years. The Council received the report and an initial briefing on Oct. 16. The 
Council's Education· Committee and Government Operations and Fiscal Policy 
Committee held a worksession on the report the following week. 

"We would now like to broaden the conversation by including a wide tange of 
County stakeholders and community leaders," said Council President Berliner. 
"Attendees at the Nov. 29 forum will have an opportunity to review our fiscal climate 
and the budget choices facing us and direct budget planning questions to the 
CounciL" 
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