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As the Council’s lead member for personnel, I’m very pleased with the 
report of the Task Force on the re-importation and access to maintenance 
medications from Canada.   The Task Force’s recommendations are a win for 
those who need healthcare and a win for our taxpayers.   
  

I commend Councilmember Perez for his initiative and leadership.  Our 
challenge has been to control the costs of health care for our retired 
employees.  Legislation sponsored in the House by Representative Jo Ann 
Emerson - which passed 243-186 - gives us the opportunity to do just that 
for taxpayers in Montgomery County.  We can save millions and lead the 
way. 
  

The cost of “maintenance drugs” has spiraled out of control for our retirees 
adding strain on their finances.  As a provider of healthcare for our 
employees and retired employees, County government too faces an 
increasing fiscal burden.  We need to put in place a system which allows our 
retirees the option of obtaining safe and low cost maintenance drugs. 
  
I am pleased to be a sponsor of the resolution which takes steps to 
implement the recommendations of the task force.  I believe the safeguards 
in the Resolution satisfy any reasonable concern.  I look forward to its 
speedy adoption by the Council. 
 


