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TOM PEREZ ELECTED NEW COUNCIL PRESIDENT -- VOWS
FOCUS ON CONSUMER ISSUES, “BACK TO BASICS”
MAINTENANCE OF COUNTY ROADS, PARKS, FACILITIES

George Leventhal to Become Council Vice President

The Montgomery County Council unanimously elected Tom Perez as Council
President for the coming year. The Council also unanimously chose George
Leventhal, who chairs the Health & Human Services Committee, as Council
Vice President.
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Perez, who previously served as Council Vice President succeeds outgoing
President Steve Silverman. The first-term Councilmember becomes the highest-
ranking Latino elected official in the state of Maryland.

“I look forward to serving as Council President and thank my colleagues for their
vote of confidence,” said Perez. “I look forward to tackling the tough issues that
await us in the coming year.”

Perez, 43 years old, won election to the Council in November 2002 from District
5, which includes Takoma Park, Wheaton, Kensington, and parts of Silver
Spring. He is a Democrat.

“There’s has never been a more challenging time for local government,“ said
Perez. “ We see federal and state governments short-changing critical needs in
health & human services, education, transportation, housing — you name it.
Now, maybe, some local governments may wash their hands of it all and say,
‘hey, we’d like to help but we just can’t.’
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“That’s not Montgomery County. We can’t do it all, but we must do all we can
with what we have -- whether the issue is smaller class size, affordable housing,
health care for the uninsured or more transportation choices for beleaguered
commuters. (more...)
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In his inaugural speech to the Council, Perez vowed to make 2005 the “Year of
the Consumer in the County by push ahead on affordable prescription drugs,
cracking down on predatory lending, and reestablishing the Office of Consumer
Affairs as an independent County department.

He also prioritized better County maintenance of existing roads, schools, parks,
and other facilities, which he said had been given “short shrift” in the past.

“We are beginning to pay a price for neglecting the basics. | say, it's time to get
back to the basics. These items may not be sexy, glamorous, or new, and may
not have powerful interest groups pushing for them. But we must make the
basics a top priority.

“We will inventory our County infrastructure needs, prioritize them, and suggest
a budget timetable for playing catch up. And | will push to fund these needs in
our budget, even if it means that a few new projects have to wait.”

In addition, Perez wants more helping for small business and County non-
profits, a doubling the number of school-based health clinics, extending English
language classes to do away with long waiting lists, and reaching out to bring
more residents into the discussion of critical County issues.

Perez serves as lead Councilmember on the Environment and is a member of
the Transportation & Environment and Health & Human Services Committees.
This year he led the successful effort to create a program to allow County
employees and retirees to buy prescription drugs from Canada and also the
establishment of a County drug discount card to give all residents the ability to
save money on prescription drugs.

He is a graduate of Brown University, Harvard Law School, and the John F.
Kennedy School of Government. He served in the federal government as
Deputy Assistant Attorney General for Civil Rights and as Director of the Office
of Civil Rights at the U.S. Department of Human Services. He is an Assistant
Professor of Law at the University of Maryland School of Law and former
President of the Board of Directors of Casa of Maryland.

A first generation Dominican-American, Perez and his wife Ann Marie, a public
interest lawyer, have three children — Amalia, Susana, and Rafael.

“I'm thankful for the opportunity to expand my work on behalf of people from
every corner of the County, “ said Vice President George Leventhal. “| think
Montgomery County is the best county in America and | want to do all | can to
keep us the best.” (more...)
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Leventhal, 42 years old, was first elected as an At-Large Councilmember in
November 2002. As chair of the Health & Human Services Committee, he has
been the leader in County efforts to expand access to basic health care for the
estimated 80,000 County residents without health insurance. He played the
pivotal role earlier this year in opening the new Strathmore Performing Arts
Center, by protecting County taxpayers from having to pay several million
dollars in cost overruns. He also has been the County’s leading proponent for
using more clean renewable energy sources.

Leventhal previously worked for the Maryland General Assembly and on the
staff of the U.S. Senate Finance Committee and served as legislative director for
Senator Barbara Mikulski. From 1996 to 2001 he served as chairman of the
Montgomery County Democratic Central Committee. He received a Master of
Administrative Science degree in public administration from the Johns Hopkins
University and a Bachelor of Arts degree in English from the University of
California at Berkeley.

He lives in Takoma Park with his wife Soraia and their two sons, Daniel, nine,
and Francisco, five.
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