FOR DISTRICT 1

Councillmember Howard A. Denis Fall 2004

Dear Neighbor,

his is my annual report to you as your representative on the Montgomery County Council.
I'm humbled by the opportunity to work for you and optimistic about our future.

Since I reported to you last, our County has faced both new challenges and new opportunities.
The Council’s top challenge has been to continue services which enhance our quality of life,
including quality education for our children, well-maintained roads, well trained and staffed
police and fire/rescue services, and accessible libraries.

Of these services, providing adequate funds for a quality education system is a top priority.
The budget for Montgomery County Public Schools comprises over half of the overall County
budget. As a member of the Education Committee, I worked to continue the County’s support
for reducing class size, implementing all-day Kindergarten, and funding desperately needed
school modernizations and additions.

The Council must also adequately fund an array of services that reach our entire community.
For example, I advocated and achieved a restoration of hours of operation for heavily used public
libraries. We also funded improvements to our road network and public transit.

Another challenge faced by the Council this year was the restructuring of our Fire and Rescue
services. Under legislation passed unanimously by the Council in May, a single uniformed Fire
Chief will be in charge of our combined volunteer/career service. At my urging, the reorganization
recognized the historic relationship the Bethesda-Chevy Chase Rescue Squad has with our regional
partners. This is particularly important in an era when homeland security is so critical for all of us
in the Washington region.

The Council is also addressing other initiatives that I have proposed in concert with colleagues.
One that [ believe is particularly important is a proposal to lower the cost of prescription drugs for
County employees and retirees, as well as the County taxpayers that support these benefits.

Another initiative is legislation intended to eliminate exceptions to the height limit for tear-down
developments in neighborhoods with smaller lots. These exceptions have resulted in homes that
are often inconsistent with the character of the surrounding homes. This proposal is particularly
important to the established neighborhoods within the beltway.

As always, your input on these and other issues is always appreciated. I hope you will consider
inviting me to attend a future meeting of your community association, tour your school, or come
see me in my office. You can email me at councilmember.denis@montgomerycountymd.gov

or call me at (240) 777-7964.
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Fall 2003

Education!

One of our greatest resources in Montgomery County
is our public school system. I am proud to say District 1
is home to some of the best performing public schools in
the nation. We have excellent teachers and involved
parents. The excellence of our public schools is a great
attraction to residents and businesses and helps ensure a
healthy and robust community and tax base. This
excellence comes at a cost and requires significant public
expenditures to support. Funding for Montgomery
County Public Schools represents more than half of our
overall tax-supported budget. We all benefit from a well-
educated society and workforce.

As a member of the Council’s Education Committee, I've
worked hard with colleagues and the School Board to
ensure that the needs of schools and students are met.
I'm happy to report great strides for our schools both in
terms of facilities and programs. We cannot afford to
slip and there is much more to do.

To make up for declining State aide for school
construction projects, the Council approved an increase
of $271 million in the six-year Capital Improvements
Program (CIP) for school facility needs. In doing so, we
gave priority to new school construction and
modernizations to relieve school overcrowding.

Additionally, the $3.3 billion County Operating Budget
includes $1.6 billion for public schools —a 7.3% increase
from last year. This funding continues our support to
lower class sizes and continues implementation of all-
day kindergarten.

Prescription Drugs

I am pleased to be a sponsor of important new
initiatives to promote affordable prescription drugs for
County residents and save County taxpayers millions
of dollars.

The first is a prescription drug discount card that could
save 15% to 30% off the full price of U.S. medicines.
The cards would cost the County and individual
residents nothing and no significant expenses would
be needed to implement the program. This initiative
follows a National Association of Counties pilot
program to distribute discount drug cards. Nassau
County, New York has initiated a similar effort — as
have other counties in New Jersey, New York,
Michigan, and Pennsylvania.

Additionally, we are working on an initiative to lower
drug costs for County taxpayers by allowing County
Government employees and retirees to purchase cer-
tain prescription medication from other providers, in-
cluding Canadian providers. The cost of "maintenance
drugs" has spiraled out of control for many of our
County Government retirees, straining their finances.

continued on page 3
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Councilmember Denis presenting principal Dr.

Linda Jones a proclamation commemorating

Carderock Springs Elementary School’s achievement

of being named as one of six Maryland ”Blue
Ribbon Schools of Excellence” for 2003.

School Initiatives in
District 1 for FY 04-05

Capital Projects

¢ Planning and construction funds for a new
addition to Farmland Elementary School

e Planning funds for a new Seven Locks Elementary
School proposed by the Board of Education to
relieve overcrowding at Potomac Elementary
School and provide Seven Locks Elementary
School with a modern facility

e Construction funds for the modernization of
Kensington-Parkwood Elementary School

All-Day Kindergarten

e Bells Mill Elementary School

* Burning Tree Flementary School

e Garrett Park Elementary School

* Kensington-Parkwood Elementary School
e Ritchie Park Elementary School

e Travilah Elementary School

Technology Modernization

¢ Bethesda Elementary School

e Cabin John Elementary School

e Carderock Springs Elementary School
e Hoover Middle School

e Ritchie Park Elementary School

e Seven Locks Elementary School

e Walt Whitman High School

e Wyngate Elementary School



Closing Loopholes
in Height Limitations

Ever since becoming a member of the County
Council, I've listened to a steady stream of community
concerns about the way we enforce existing height
limitations for new homes in smaller lot
neighborhoods. I have come to the conclusion that
our zoning law lacks credibility in this area.

Apparently, the 35-foot height in our law does not
actually mean 35 feet. In some cases, builders apply
for what is called a “terrace height exception” in which
the height of new homes can be increased above 3§
feet. In other cases, builders can change the pitch of a
roof, and get a home that is substantially taller than
35 feet. Similarly, the 2%z story in the law does not
mean what it seems. A builder can alter the grade of a
property to get a home that is actually 3% stories tall.

I've introduced a Zoning Text Amendment (ZTA) to
address these problems. This legislation:

e eliminates the terrace height exemption and
instead uses a measurement that takes into
account the slope of a property

e eliminates the exception that allows steeply
sloped roofs to be taller than 35 feet

e defines how high above ground a basement can
be before it is considered a story

e  re-states the intent of our ordinance to place limits
on both the height and number of stories of new
homes

This legislation is intended to restore confidence in
our communities that the way we measure height is
based on simple and readily understandable criteria.

Following the Council’s public hearing, this legislation
was referred to a working group for further refinement
and to see if concerns raised by those who testified
could be addressed. That work is completed and the
legislation will next be taken up by the Council’s
Planning Housing and Economic Development
Committee this fall. I am optimistic that it will be
implemented.

Councilmember Howard A. Denis

Public Libraries

Our libraries provide us with access to information,
recreation, and lifelong learning through a variety of
material formats and services. A healthy public library
system is vital for a community’s quality of life.

After a period of decline, in which library hours of
operation were cut and statf positions were left vacant,
this year will be marked by improvements. The Council
supported adding over $500,000 to the library budget
to restore hours at the Bethesda Regional Library, and
other heavily used libraries. This funding will also be
used to fill positions at libraries including Davis,
Potomac, and Fairland Libraries that were left vacant
due to mid-year budget cuts. Additionally, hours will
be shifted to allow the Davis Library to be open on
Thursday mornings.

Councilmember Denis with John Styer, shaved ice
vendor in Downtown Bethesda, and customers.
Denis has introduced legislation to allow vendors
like Mr. Styer to operate in downtown areas.

Prescription Drugs, continued from page 2

As a provider of healthcare for our employees and re-
tired employees, County government also faces an in-
creasing fiscal burden. This initiative will put in place
a system which allows our retirees the option of ob-
taining safe and low-cost maintenance drugs. The
Management & Fiscal Policy Committee, of which I
am a member, unanimously recommended pursuing

a request for proposals for a prescription drug program
similar to one in place in Boston. Other prescription
drug programs have received bi-partisan support in
other jurisdictions and in Congress. A Bill sponsored
by Missouri Representative and former Bethesda resi-
dent Jo Ann Emerson, which makes such programs
easier to implement, received overwhelming support
from members of both political parties.
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