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A Montgomery County
leader hunts for ways
to stop the spread of
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Mont. Co. official wants
to stop super-size homes

By Joe Coombs
Staff Reporter

Howard Denis wants to stop the “man-
sionization” of Montgomery County.

The county council member says some
home builders are using loopholes in zoning
regulations to build single-family houses
that shoot up higher than the legal 35 feet.
It’s time to start scaling back, Denis says.

“This first came up about 10 years ago in
Bethesda, but now it’s happening all over the

county,” he says. “It removes the predictability
that should exist as to what people can expect
would be built in their neighborhood. There
are houses being built as much as 10 feet high-
er than what falls under our regulations.”

County laws limit single-family homes to
two-and-a-half stories, or 35 feet. Some build-
ers get exceptions because of “terrace heights,”
or homes built on varying grades of land.

For example, someone building a house . N
on a lot that slopes to the rear of the prop- : R R
erty can increase its actual height by mak-
ing a walkout basement on the ground level.
Therefore, builders can change a lot’s grade
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SUPER SIZE: Montgomery County Councilman Howard Denis says this home in Bethesda'is an example
of how a loophole in the county's zoning laws is allowing homes to be built taller than 35 feet.

to accommodate a larger structure.
Bethesda resident Barbara Siegel has seen
this firsthand. She says the contractor who
built her neighbor’s house in 2002 received a
terrace exception. By her measurements the
house is more than 38 feet at its highest point.
“Part of this issue deals with where
they’re taking measurements and the slope
of the land,” Siegel says. “We live in an older






