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An Encounter with Poverty: Statements of Candidates
for the Montgomery County Council

Background. To give each candidate for the County Council some small experience of

what life is like for Montgomery County's poor, Community Ministry of Montgomery

County offered a choice of four activities—

77 MiHave athdal with homeless BESBIE of the CHURTY bt & Sheltér or soup kitchen.
2. Travel with a family with small children by public transponation,

3, Apply for public assistance.

4. Share a food stamp meal with a family on public assistance in their home.
The purpose was to acquaint future leaders better with a minority of our community
who are sometimes forgotten or naglectad by our society—weak, vulnerable,
impovetrished folk, who, by virtue of personal problems or social circumstances, are
pushed to the margins of civic life and have lillle part In public affairs.
We asked each candidate to write a brief reflaction on the expertence. Their
statements appear below, Names have been changed for the sake of privacy.
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Howard Denis (Republican)

Dinner at The Lord’s Table

On September 22, 1998, from 3:30 10 4;:30 pm., 1
attended St. Martin’s Church in Gaithershurg (o participate in
the meal boing served to the homeless, In addition o the
meal, Mobile Med parked outside and tended to the needs of
the homeless,

1 wax very impressed with what X saw and experienced,
The volunteers and organizers were wnfailingly cheerful,

was exccllent, As I went from table to table T attcmpted (o
learn more about the people who were there. The stories T
heard were very moving. T was struck by the articulation ang
keen interest in working and having a productive life. One
woman said she wanted 1o go back 10 school to find u suitable
position. She said she was “bi~polar” und had Lo be sure 1o
take her medication. The men deseribed o me how they go to
4 particular location in Silver Spring cach day hoping 1o get
day work, Tt was clear to me that the way these people are
trested at the Lord’s 'Table gives them a sense ol dignity and
self-worth along with the noorishing food. Many said they
had 2 regular place to stay, but lack sufficient funds from their
benefits (o eat regular healthy meals. 1 also heard may
supportive words for the City of Gaithersburg and the Jate
Mayor Iid Bohrer

Mobile Med is clearly an important part of the scrvices
made available. I've had experience working with this fine
organization in the past and was very pleaged to sce that they
are still doing such a greal job.

I learned & fot during my brief visit, and welcome the
opporlunity to sce more ol the programs available. ITook
forward (o being of service,

Blair Ewing (Democrat)
Applying for Public Assistance &
Dinner at Shepherd’s Tuble

I applicd for public assistance, creating a fictional person
who needed help because of pending cviction, which in turn
was the resull of losing 4 job. The staff at the Department of
Health and Human Services were friendly, compasgionale,
professional, and helpful. Still, the process is daunting. The
forms arc numetous, the questions require very substantial
docujnentation, and-the time that is likely w clapse [rom
application to actual help appears long. There is a nced to
simplify the requircments and shorten this process and to
respond more quickly to emcrgencies, '

I also had dinner ar the Shepherd’s Table, where somic 45 1o
50 homeless persons gathered for dinner. The food was good
and nourishing, and I felt 4 deep scnse of guilt in eating any
of i, since J wanted it all 1o be for then. The people who
work there and who volunteer there were checrful,
businesslike and very belpful 1o me, as I asked questions
about the numbers of those who ate there on average. Because
itis a voluntary agency, the réquirements arc few, and that's
good. The places where the homeless can eat are not adjacent
Lo shelters, and, in fact, many milcs separatc them, This
seems 1o me to be a scrious problem that nceds altention, The
county gavernmenl nceds (0 assume a larger responsibility for
the honicless, buth for fecding them and housing them.

The plight of the poor is scarcely visible to most in the
county, The County Council ought ro makc their situation
well known, and pursue additional clforts 10 address their
greal needs, 1 am sure that this experience and others in the
future will help me be a more understanding and
compassionate member of the County Council,
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Isiah Leggett (Democrat)

Meal at Congregation Based Shelter

Over the course of many years 1 have visited centers and
have worked at soup kitchens for (he homeless. 1 continue to
Le struck by the rremendous need hoere in Moptgomery
Counly. Ak a county we have failed to properly recognive nnd
acknowledge that we have people in Montgomery County
who go to bed hungty and do not have adequate shelter, In
order to xolve a prablem, we must first recopnize that we
have a problem.

A large number of the people who are homeless are

the poverty Ievel has increased from 4.1% in 1969 Lo 8.7% in
1993, Single females headed 57% of houscholds with
children and incomes helow the federal poverty Tevel. The
percentage of children participating in the Free and Reduced
Meals Systerns has incrensed from 3.8% in 1972 10 22.9% in 1998,

I have never miet a person who fas chosen to he
homeless. I1 it were not for some catastrophic event, many of
our bomeless would be living in suitable housing, making &
respectuble wage and uble to feed and clothe their children,
There is a quier determination among the homeless to find a
way onf of their current plight,

Our private seclor service agengics and our religious
community are overwhelmed by the enormous and growing
needs of {the homeless population. We simply must do more.
We niust strengthen our public/private parterships (o
Jeverage our assets and scrvices ta provide relief for everyone
who needs help.

We cannot measure the gualily of hic in Montgomery
County and be satisfied until there are no homeless people
and no onv, espeeially, children who go Lo bed hungry.

Maria Pena-Faustino (Republican)

Lunch at Bethesda Cuares
1 have to look back and refleet on the homeless, the

thet in Montgomery County. One ol the most afflucnt
counties in the country, clearly we are not difterent thap any
other growing suburbs,

On the array of choices T have Lo decide, 1 choose 1o have
Iunch with the homeless al Saint Paul’s Tunch program in
Georgetown Road in Bethesda. 1 did not realize the
pereentage of my lunch friends was so much in need of
medical care. 1 was tuken aback by this uvnmatehed need. 1
suaw a sociely that is [ailing thern and us. This is not
acceptable in our beloved Montgomery County, Shame on us
when it comes to mental health. We can not conlinue 1©
disregard this part ol gur socicly. We must have our priority
straight and yes we need the copference centers, not (he jail;
we neod improvements, raffic and otherwisc, and so on, bt
our mental patients don’t have the clout or the ability o
personally testify in front of our clected officials, so their cry
for help is not really heard ag well us the others.

To the friends 1 have the opportunity (o share lunch with,
1like to thank them for the warm smnile for a sirangzer that has
come to invade their privacy. To William and the rest of my
tunch partmers, I promise o do something to change and get
the follow-up and the maintenance that is nceded (o stay
functional in this cool and demanding society, God bless,

Thepercentage ol chifdren living below..
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George Sauer (Republican)

Dinner at Shepherd’s Table

. Here are some. thoughts on my recent visit (o the
Shepherd’s ‘Table. They were located at the Baptist Church,
"The move (o the bakery was the righl thing (o do. The
physical facility is much better suifed than the old housc, and
T am sure that the neighbors are also happy.

At one time I thought that homelessness was in ceonoinic
problem. Sinco thon J have learned that about 90% of
homeless ponple have damaygced brains,

As a Christian citizen and taxpayer, I have ofien pondered
my own and xonciety’s ohligations (o those less fortunate,
When lesus turned 1o thoke on his feft hand and asked when
they saw himm hungry or in jail, did he cxpeet them (o answer;
We voted for AFDC, rent subsidies, school lunches, WIC,
food stamps. and Section 8. 1 think he wanted us to answer
that we vikited (he sick, fed the hungry, and mentored younp
people, ' o s

Beyond our religious obligations, society has a need to care
for jis citizens. In college T read Das Kapital, but could not
see what Kar] Marx was talking about, Onc hundred ycars
after he wrote, 1 lived for two years in a British colony. Then
I understood the economic injustices that caused Karl Marx to
write,

I think our county ix wise to use voluntcer organizations (o
deliver services. The county provides i (ruck and warehouse
to Manna. They provide a building for the Shepherd’s ‘Inble.
This is certainly better than building a large, well-paid
bureaucracy.

Steve Silverman (Democrat)
Taking Public Transportation

Her values are the same as everyone else in Montgometry
County: She wants her children (o grow up healthy and get a
good cducation, Yet, day-to-day life is a struggle for Marilyn
and her two children, Marie, 4, aud Juan, 1.1 had the
vpportunity to spend lour hours with them recently 1aking
public transportation from their one bedroom aparbment in
Tukoma Park to the Health and 1fuman Services offices on
Piceard Drive and back again. It took (hree buses.

A high gcliool drap out, Murilyn was married at 17 and was
weparated (161N hick busband. He is 'a pain(er. T.a81 yoar he
made $14,000. She pays $520 for i onc hedroom apartment,
Maric and Juan are like any other children, They love
walching Barney. Maric wants 10 be a teacher when she
grows up. Juan wants o take his xhoes and socks ol all the
e,

Marilyn wanls to work but Jacks child care and
transportatiop supporl. She doesn’t likc 1o ask for help bul she
needs to for the henefit of her ¢hildren. When we stopped in
Rockville Lo get the kids a snack and a cup of coffee, T offered
10 pay but she insisted on buying the coffee. It was important
to her, like showing me, with pride, the way she decorated her
small apartment.

Sometimes you have 1o walk in somcone else’s shoes 10
appreciaie your own, Al the end of the day what you find 1s
that our valucs and aspirations arc tle same, bul our
opportunities for achicving our goals ure diflerent, We need
1o make surc that programs and scrvices arc available to allow
people like people like Marilyn and her children (o have the
hest opportupity for sclf-fulfiliment and achievement,

Michacl L. Subin (Democrat)
No Response
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Candidates for District One

Karen Kuker-Kihl (IDemocrat)
Lunch at Bethesda Cares

J am most impressed with the dedicatjon and care the
volunteers display. Onc gentleman cats his lunch hurriedly so
he can welcome guests and (ake their names, “'T much prefer
to work hcre than eal in a restaurant or food courl each day. T
enjoy helping others and giving back Lo my community.”

George conld have taught a course on the election
candidates, ITe was more up to dale on currenl issues and
cvents than anyone I'd snet on the campaign, He old me his
secrel was unfortunately have more time thar he wanted to
read the Post from cover Lo cover, B, J. and Bjll were
especially concerned with the gubernatorial race. They were
very open about being homeless and what (hey had done and
were daing 1o iinprove their lives. They were very vocal

BT

rerse ey TRREY 18 RHBGT R0 Ae (T0) FRIEREW b 167 Monitzomery

Ty

pied e

Nancy Dacek (Republican)

Dinner at The Lord'’s Tuble

On September 23, T visited The Lord's Table at St Martin's
Church and spoke with scveral volunteers and clients. As in
the past, ] found it to be a very rewarding and personal and
professional cxperience.

1 have always been struck by the incredible dedication off
the voluntcers. The founder of the program, Mary Canapary,
has kept it going for over 15 years through determination and
strang leadership, The prepurers and servers all mirrored her
cnthusiasm, commitment, and warmth, That commitinent and
concern was not limited 10 providing meals. Clearly Mary and
others help the clicnts with their problems in other ways, also.

Scveral of the clients shared with me their thoughts-——from
their favorite St. Murtin meals 10 their own personal
struggles, Rach and everyone T spoke to was genuincly
grateful for the food and very apprecintive of the volunteers.

YT ST TAIRAY

about the “wonderful services and caring people that work for
Bethesda Cares,”

1 also was able 1o observe the volunteer medical 1eam in the
speeially equipped van which comes on a regular schedule o
give medical services. I was very immpressed with the closc
coordination of these two efforts, The van arrived just as
lunch was ending, enabling a staggered scrvice time.,

Most of my volunteer work with homeless has been with
CCNV in (he District. Bethesda Cares is very different. As a
smaller agency, it is more personal, The types of problems
that occur when a shelter houses residents as well as a food
program doesn’t cxist here. This program seems better
coordinated, designed with more options 1o serve their clicntele.

Betty Ann Krahnke (Republican)
No Response
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It was elear, in some cases, that St Martin provided more
than food—it provided a place of belonging and social
interaction, For each client, it appeared Lo be a positive
capericnce—a safe haven proteéted from the myriad of
problems they might face outside the church doors,

Clearly the program uchieves its goals of helping some of
the most needy in our community. It underscores for me what
I have known for a fong time—the value of cominunity non-
profits to our county. St. Martin's warm and comforting
atmosphere could not have been replicared by county
“bureaucrats,” We, in county government, musl continue to
be supportive of these community cfforts,

T hope to personally continue helping St. Martin’s in the
future. '

Herman Taylor (Democrat)
No Response

Candidates for District Three

Phil Andrews (Democrat)
Breakfast at CBS

1 spoke with Daniel, Kalie, and Amy at the Congregation
Based Shelter in Rockyille

County, e was an outstundipg athlete in high schoo] and
untl reeently a successfuol salesman, From what I gathered, he
became addicted to drugs and fost hix job, Intelligent,
personable, and focused, he seems 1o be muking progress on
his way back (o living independently.

Katrina, also aboul tny age, became homeless after she Jost
the ability to support. herself because of an injury cavsed by
an accident, This occurred about the same time that she was
forced 10 move from an apartment she was sharing. She told
me that she has a long and successiul work history and
looked forward to golling back as soon as she recovers from
her injury. I don*t doubt that she will.

Alison, on the other hand, has had a lifc consistently more
difficult than Zachary and Katrina's. She lived with different
farnilics as a child, developed [ew marketable skills, and is
now homeless, at least in part, because she quit a job. In her
mid-40s, she appears to have a tough road ahcad of her.

A un uxpiring county council member, T am impnessed Ly
the effective partnership between county povernmeni and the
religious community, evident at the CBS. T continue Lo
behicve that a moral connmunity must respond Lo mnceet the
basic needs of people who are homeless, and help them once
apain becopue independent members of our commaunity.

et (A

Robert L. Clark, Jr. (Republican)

Taking Public Transportation

¥ met Claire, her cousin Marie, and four of her children at a
bus stop in Glenmont. She cares for a (otal of seven children.
We realizcd that we knew cach other, having mer years
earlier, | know Marie's parcnts.

Claive really nnpressed me, With seven kids, she sull
manages (o work al a part-time job. 1 dop’t know how 1 could
ever fake care of seven kids and work too.

Today's doctor’s appoiniment. 1ook about {two hours (o
reach by bus, We rode three scparate buses. Although it was
mid-roring, the second was standing room only, Going (o
an appointment quickly hecomes an all-day affair. It is onc of
the burcaucratic nightmarces that although the family is closer
to another clipic they arc required 10 tuke 1 mueh further and
more difficult trek. Tt is a further tragedy that in order o
achieve mauximum health care benefits for her children, iUs a
major sacrifice of tine and energy.

Despite the problems she has faced in her life, Claire is
determined to take care of her kids, and 10 help them do uy
well as possible. Along the way she explained some of the
difficultics she had with the county govermment burcaucracy,
and the eatch-22 situations that she (accd. One of the primary
dilficuttics of bureaucracy is that logic need not apply.

As asingleimnother Claire has worked hard and done well.
Our county government must not forget those in noed, As |
have volunteered in community organizations, I have met
many people jn similar situations. As a Council member, |
will never forget them,
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Candidates for District Four

Sidney J. Burns (Republican)
No Response

Marilyn Praisner (Democrat)
Applying for Public Assistance

My cexperience applying for financial assistance was very
informative, T applied Tor assistance at the Depariment of
Health and Human Services’ Piccard Drive Center during the
last week of September. From this brief interaction, 1 have the
following impressions:

b Stuff are very helpfol and pleasant. From the ceniral
receptionist to 2nd floor intnke and case managers, cveryone
was very pleasant and responsive. This was roe for every
contact 1 observed in the waiting aren,

2. The forms are long and tedious fo go through. Aot ol - -

documentation is necded, and some applicanis may be
confused. Several applicants had family or friends with them
to assist with the processing.

3. The computerized system is also complicated bul
appears to walk stafl’ and applicant through the docurnents
and to asxist with the caleulation of eligibility and benefitg, T
will be continning to monitor this issue as we progress in our
efforts 1o extend collaboration and coordination among
sgencies and nonprofits,

4. The cligiblity requirements seem to exclude same
needy people especially for this community.

I remain concerned aboul access for the Piccard Drive
site. My conversations with a few in the wailing roont lead
me to helieve that we still have u problemn with bus service
#nd 10k wnoassue 1 will pursac.

‘The waiting room 1s in need of materials - toys and
books for children and reading materials for adults. T will
attempl 1o ohtain donalions.
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Candidates for District Five

Derick Berlage (Democrat)
Dinner at Shepherd's Table

John, who is about 40, grew up on Flower Avenue, in Silver
Spring. He graduated from Blnir High School in 1975 (just
one year aller tny own graduation from high school). He
attended college in North Carolina for two years, and thcn
returned (o the Washingion aren fo work as an administrative
assistant. Five years ago he married hix wife, Maxine, who
also joined us for dinner,

John became ill several years ago and lost his job. His
disability check wasn’t enough to cover their rent, which was
$475 per month. John and Maxine are now both “on the
street,” Their children are iving with grandparents,

Carlos is in his mid-thirties, and grew up in Minnesola, He
lelt the marines (o start his own business, trading in rice from
overseas, and used the connections he made as & marine (o

business failed. Unable (o pay his rent, he was evicred in
January. Carlos, a businessman himself, is quick to add, )
deterved (o be evicted, T wasn't paying.” Carlos, now
homeless, sleeps in downtown Silver Spring, in a “nice safe
spot” he has discovered. ] promised 1o keep his spot secrel.

The s{ories of John, Maxing, and Carlos have given me
much to think abour 1t is how more clear to me thar the
homeless are ordinary people, just like you and me. However,
they have conlronted difficult obstacley in life and have had
ta do o withowt the kind of resources most of ux take for
granted, 1 believe that with the right kind of hefp, many of my
tuble males would he able (o Jeave (he streel and recover from
their misfortunes, It rests with us (o provide that help.

David S. Maloney (Republican)
No Response

Readers are encouraged Lo copy and post this material, as well

as 1o reprint i in the newslettery of their organizations.
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‘build his business.-Last year, a big-deal feld throngh;and his-—- -




