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* OPINION

Write-Ins Should Be Permitted

By HowarD DEeNis (R-IsT)
MonTtcomery County CounciL

ollowing the primary election held a few

weeks ago, I've heard from a few people

concerned that they could not cast a
write-in vote at the polls. I inquired into what
seemed to be a glitch in the new computer-
ized voting system and was astonished to find
there was no glitch at all.

What I found was
that a Maryland law;
enacted in 1957, spe-
cifically prohibits
write-in votes in pri-
mary elections. This is
surprising, given that
Maryland Election Law
allows for write-in
votes for any office in a general election or a
special general election. In the past, voters

It is important to our
democratic process that
voters have the ability to
make their choices

most likely never knew that
write-ins were prohibited,
as there was always an op-
portunity to pencil in a
candidate’s name on the
paper ballots.

Especially in situations
where an elected official
dies in office, the prohibi-
tion on write-ins could
leave
vot-
ers in a difficult position
without the ability to ex-
press their preference. In
the past 26 years, we've
had several situations
when major candidartes
have died. In 1995,
Comptroller Louis L. Goldstein died three days
before the deadline to enter the primary. In
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1980, U.S. Rep. Gladys Noon Spellman of Lau-
rel lapsed into a semi-comatose state after an
accident but remained on the ballot and was
re-elected. Her seat was then left unfilled un-
til a special election in 1981. in October 1978,
U.S. Rep. Goodloe Edgar Byron of Frederick
died of a heart attack while jogging. With the
primary over, a write-in campaign carried his
wife, Beverly B. Byron, to the seat; which she
held until 1993.

Crisis or not, it is better for voters to be able
to cast a vote for someone they support.

On Tuesday, March 22, I introduced a Coun-
cil resolution that calls on our state lawmak-
ers and the governor to repeal the prohibition
on write-in votes during primary elections.
Since the purpose of the primary election is to
bring candidates forward for consideration at
the general election, it is important to our
democratic process that voters have the abil-
ity to make their choices known.




