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1 Proposes Drug 

h t  ion2 Atda t ion  of Cuunties plaw to conduct a plot pre  / pam in a b u t  30 countim thrmqhout the mm. 
I Jn hpril. Maryland At to rnq  General J .  Jnsrph Curran Jr. 

(Dj unvriled 3 IVrh s i t m n e  of the first of ~ t s  knd in the 
corlntp---on which uninsured patients rran enter a Zip code 
anrl prmriptinn Z y p  and compare the prices at p h ~ ~ c i e  
in thrir nei$nhrhnnds and acrom the state. 
Aw in the sprinq, Cmv. Rohest L. Ehrlich Jr. (R) an- 

n o u n 4  that Maqbnd would jnin a p l  ot stat= to ww 
rnqnw hy hu*g dm@ in hulk. 

Pc-rez thw* jurlxiictiona are fininfi a @p that should 
adclreli.4 a t  thr federal It-wl, The f ~ ~ l e n l  govmnment 
c$~t to be driving prescription drug train, brht that train 
raded on Capitol Nill," kc .said. 
I1t.rez addpd that the mrd? will cmt the Mnntgomery 
unty jiwrtnrnent nnd indrwdual resident.< nothing. We're 
imporlant purchawr of l~ealth care, and ~ 4 t h  purcha-inq 

prfiyr cnrneS IwcraFe, and thal'q what we're tning tn rln," 
Pprt-~ said. 

Glund m m k r s  hope to have the cards ready in .Tanuary. 
' n ~ e  county hasn't deciddwhich discount company to uw. 

Y e  po-ih~lity is Grcmark, a p h a n n a q  h c h t s  m R e r  
r t  t $e 5;1t ional A ~ w i a t i o n  of Cl~unties is usincfor the p~lot  
~ d v  anrf that alrt.;ldy has a relationship with Monworn- 
unly. 
Oat* potential drawback is that Caremark's participating 
~ m a c i ~ s ,  which wiIl uffw ardhnldrrs  a 15 ~ r c m t  di5- 
mt on nam+hrarid t in~p and a -70 percent discr~unt on FF 
~cs, inclr~de the Sxftwys Giant Food aud Rltc [lid chain<, 
t not the ubiquitous CVS. 
Prrrz a i d  phnrnlacy pricm fw a d m . ~  such as Lipitor, 
ic!i 1.1elp: fiqlit choIeskrol, are as situattonal as the pnce of 
:at on an airlinc. .%nw cuqtomm pav "6d fwi.qht," others 
" s u w  mvcr," still otlirrs are in htween, whrlr a few 0th- 
are flving trceuitlli frcqumt fl1t-r t~ckcts. 
f i e  idra Iwhind thr cards, ltc md, is to help the unin- 
wl-tllc one?; paving "full fwightW-get access ~n the 
hapt=r twes for Uir same scats. 
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