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ters of the project, in- 
chard J'arsons, t.xecutive 

arrecror of the Montgomey Gun- 
ty Chamber o f  Cranmcrc~, satd 
Montrow Parkway li'est is desper- 
ately needed to improve east-wst 
traffic flow amm the county. 

"This i q  thcdawn ofanmerain 
Montgomery C>unty W e  are find- 
ly startinq to WP some real road- 
way improvements." said Pausons, 
a Duncan d l ~ .  

But .some envimnmelhalists and 
North Beth&a resident.; have put 
up fierce o p ~ s i t i o n  to thr hi&- 
way, which the:? mg will amtray 
wtlandn, lead to more dcvelop 
merit and do little to le~wn traffic 
rnngrstion. 

'rhc opponents cIaim h c a n  
and date ancl itderal authonlies 
have rushed to start constntction 
withorrt undcrtalcing proper en+ 
sonmental and traffic asswsrnent 
s ~ 1 ~ l . s ,  

Th? hi.&way will c r m  Old Farm 
Creek and it+ associated wctlmds. 

The opponents plan to file a law- 
suit this WWE in fprl~ral cowt 
aoinqt the C.S. Army Crlrps of Err 
gineers to try to halt the p t n j ~ t .  
I h c y  contend the corps of engi- 
neers issud a wetlands d i q f m -  
hance pcmft wtthrjut a proper 
sludy oi envirtlnrnentd concerns. 

" T h i q  1s thc  last meat wrtlands 
in this part o! Mont.gt:r,m~~ County. 
ma1 I l ~ r y  are traniplinfi al l  over ~ t , "  
=id FA Rich nf Xorth Bethewia. 

Vmtcrdsy, Rich and 3 h u t  two 

Fi& Phase of Project 
The $68 million M m h s e  Parhay West project is d-d to 
mlim~e hmfx in Nnrt'h Bethesdn 1-270 and Rochilk Pih.  

dozen othcrs pmtestnd Duncan's 
annrmncemmt, booing and jerring 
as h~ 4pkc.  

"Ibis is just apolitical statement 
by Doup bincan that does nothing 
ta allct?ate traffic," =id Jan~ce Sny- 
der, who was carrying a sign that 
rcarl: "Duncan's follv." 

AEthnufi the project has heen 
q h d i d  hy :he county and state for 
)rears, opponents av the adminil- 
tratinn has been n~t king corners to 
get it undermy. 
In Auwst. a contractar hired bv 

the cou!liv hegan clearing trem 
along tl~i: highmy's p r o ~ s d  path 
before the corps of mqineers or 
Maryland 1Depa1 In~rnt nf ~ I I C  Enm- 
ronment had tsquetl permits. 

After restdent5 prrl~t..;td, con- 
struction halted, h~t  not brfnre wv- 
~ n l  r reps were fellrd. 'he permits 
\&.ere i ~ u e r l  a few weeks Later. 

The plan m11- far widening Mwl. 
ttosc Road from hur tn six bnes 
hetween the 1-270 loterrhange and 
Tild~nuwcl M v e ,  then creating a 

four-lane Montrose Parhay that 
would extend to Old Geargetown 
Road. 'I he first phase of t11r prajrct 
is scheduled to FE cornpletcd by f a U  
2008. 

M o i r o e  Parkway West is jurt 
onc portion of a threepart projtxt 
to Ijuild a parkway between. I-27Q 
anrl j7cirs Mill Road. The second 
pa* a statefunded interchange on 
Roclnille Pikc, is xhertuld to k 
finished by fiscal 2012. 

XI~sirlm environmental con- 
cerns, the o p p o n ~ n t s  arm& that it 
docsn't make smse to huild thc 
Erst  phase until the state ha.? fully 
cornmitt~l lo the sccnnd phasc. 

"1t'~: curreiltly a toad to na 
where," said Steve ,Sorett. presi- 
dent o l  t h ~  Montro~e P a r h 3 y  Al- 
ternativm Coalition. 

Duncan called on Republican 
Gov. Rnhort L. Ehrlich Jr. to cxpe 
ditc tlit. cnas2mct30n of pha* i e o  
and acsuserl him ot slashing tram- 
portation funding In the state. Ehr- 
lich's n f f i c e d ~ l i n d  to cornrnmt. 
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