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Gouncil weighs giving Garver center to college

by Sean R. Sedam
Staff Writer

A $100,000 supple:rmtzl aj
riation would la
or Montgomery to take over
the Carver Educational Services Cen-
ter, the public school system’s admin-
istrative headquarters in Rockville.
The Carver Center, on Hunger-
ford Drive across Mannakee Street
from the coll etﬁzs Rockville campus,
is also where the school board meets.
On Monday, the County Council’s
Education Committee voted 2-1 to
recommend the a riation. Coun-
cilman Howard A. (R-Dist. 1) of
Chevy Chase voted against the pm—

mnﬁe\saboutﬂmpmposed

takeover and about how much it
would cost to relocate the offices.

School system officials have not
taken part in the discussions, which
began in June.

“I don’t think the college has es-
tabhshed the need yet for thelr ex~
ansion,” Superintendent Jerry

east said at Tuesday’s school
board meeting.

The college’s needs outweigh
those of the school system. Educa-
tion Committee Chairman Michael
L. Subin (D-At large) of Gaithers-
burg said Monda

“There wauldybe lesa dlfflfu]t}
taking that 500,000 — roughly —
square feet that they would need

work

and getting that somewhere else,”

. Subin said. “My sense is the school

system’s needs are secondary ... It’s
not even a close second. Replaang
administrative office space as o)
posed to classroom space, it is a far
easier fask to do.”

The college should come to the
council in March before the county’s
six-year construction plan is ap-
proved to ask for an amendment to
the $474 million construction plan
already approved by the college’s
Board of Trustees, Subin said. That
request could include $2 million for
the project’s design in fiscal 2007,
$12 million for construction in fiscal
2008 and $14 million in fiscal 2009.

“The Education Committee is try-
ing to flush out what's the cost for the
college, and I think that’s first what
has got to be done,” Weast said.

Rockville campus “is the engine
of Mon om College,” serving near-
ly 15 tudents on a campus de-
signed for 8,000 college President Char-
lene R. Nunley told the committee.

Lack of classroom space left 1,200
students unable to enroll in the
courses last year, she said. Enroll-
ment of full-time students, which has
increased by 10 percent since 2000, is
expected toycontinue to grow.

“We've looked at a few options,
and after doing that Id have to say
that I'm more convinced than ever
that MC really needs the Carver
site,” Nunley said.

The college would renovate the
historic structure, which during seg-
regation served the county’s
African-American students from
1951 to 1961 as the George Washing-
ton Carver High Schoo%eand Junior
College. The project would add new
construction, for a total of 50,200
square feet of space at a cost of near-
ly $29 million, say consultants hired
by the college.

“We believe it to be more in the
$60 million or more neighborhood,”
Weast said. “And that doesn’t even
count what our cost would be.”

At a time when the school system
has more than 17,000 students in

ortable classrooms and an $1.8 bil-

on operating budget that Weast will
recommend formally tonight, “It
would come in direct competition
w1t’n our budget,” he told board on
y. “I'm not in any hurry at all

to iaive Carver when we have these
horrible kinds of needs that you have
established and you have promised
you would put in the queue to fund.”

The supplemental appropriation
will not go before the full council
until it returns from its winter recess
on Jan. 17.

Voting changes weighed

Also Tuesday, the board voted 7-
1 to examine ways to allow mem-

bers to participate in m s with-
out being physically present at the
board table.

The board will develop guide-
lines def under what circum-
stances could participate
in meetings via telephone confer-
encing.

The board eliminated a por-
tion of the resolution that would
have allowed members to desig-
nate a board colleague to cast
their vote.

Stephen N. Abrams (Dist. 2) of
Rockville said he introduced the res-
olution because the board can hold
meetings with a quorum of five
members and state law requires a
constitutional majority of five votes
for a successful vote.

“We have le who work. at
this board ...,” Abrams said. “There
are times when we will have to miss
a meeting.”

When that , he said, an
issue that an a&p:nsboald member
support may fail for lack of his or
her presence at the vote. Under a
constitutional majority, an issue
could fail even with four board
members voting in its favor.

“A 4-1 vote fails,” Abrams said.

It has happened before, said
Abrams, who added that the ability
to participate via conference call
could help with closed-door meeting
issues, such as appeals on discipli-

nary actions or student placement.

“You could have a circumstance
where somebody goes through the
process, and it fails because there
aren’t enough people present at the
vote,” he said.

5 Teleconferencing could ble con-

ucted in meetings, as as
the votes :rp:ldlscusmons areongcon-
ducted in public.

Most organizations and corpo-
rate boards use such t'q:erm:eq:luu@m,
Abrams said, atmg
County school board’s

The Charles County boatd al-
lows members to vote via telephone

conference or through proxy, but
such votes are rare, said Charles

unB: schools spokeswoman Katie

New officers

Charles Haughey (At large) of
Rockville is the school board’s new
president. Haughey was elected on
the fourth ballot at Tuesday’s board
meeting in Rockville.

Sharon W. Cox (At large) of Ger-
mantown was elected vice president
on the 14th ballot. Nancy Navarro
(Dist. 5) of Silver Spring received
votes for president and vice presi-
dent. Abrams received votes for
president.

Officers serve one-year terms.



