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Council Opposes Closing MARC Statioils 
The Montgomery County Loun- 

cil appravd a resolution yesterday 
opposing the elimination of h.w 
MARC train stations in the towns 
of Boyd5 arid Dickcruun. 

In a manullous vote, comcil 
members said closing the stations 
could increase traffic in Mont- 
gomcry's northern tier at a tirnc 
when the population is increasing. 
If the two stations are closed, 
riders would have to board the 
train at the nearby Barnesville and 
Germantown stops. 

"I have to ay, I find it breathtak- 
ing that anyone could suggest 

optidns for transit use in  Mont- 
gomery County should be de- 
creased." said council memhr 
Nancy Florren (D-At Large), whu 
co-spr)nwrcd the remlution along 
with council .member Michael 
Kilapp (D-Upcounty 1. 

The Marylat~d Transit Admini* 
triitlcm has also proposed closing a 
station in Howard County and one 
in Baltimore County because of 
low ridership. Combined. the 
Boyds and Dickerson stations on 
the Brunswick line in Montgom- 
cry, the Jesup stop on the Camden 
Line in H m r d  and St, Denis on 
the Camden Line ~ I I  Bdihuurr had 
an avcrage total daiIy ridership of 
31 in Kovemhet, =id HoUy Ellison, 

a spokeswurnan for the MTA. 
The MTA spends $31,600 a year 

to run dl ffiur stations arid an addi- 
tional $1.4 nlillior~ annually on 
equipment and maintenance, EUi- 
mn said. "We're trying lo nuke t h e  
best use of taxpayers' dollars," she 
said. 

Knapp and Rirreen attributed 
the low ridership to p~or  advertis- 
ing o i  the stations as well as in- 
frequent stops hy trains. "We nml 
more options, not fewer." I3oret.i~ 
said. "We nerd them to i n c r c a ~  
trains and hours to get pcaple out 
of their cars." 

Knapp and F1ore-m also said 
they were disappointed thal the 
MTA did not first consult with the 

council. *It's important for the 
statr to recognize that  transports- 
ticln is a top priority nn rveryalie's 
minrl, and t h ~ y  un ' t  indissrim- 
inat el y makc transporhticn deci- 
sion> . . . wicitt~out consulting cvt.rl;- 
one in :he process." Knapp sajd. 

Ellison pointrd c~ut that the 
MTA will hold public hearings OH 
the proposal, tonight in Dnrsey 
and lomorrow in Rarnrsvillr. 
'That's the opprtunity [or thr 
County Council, t hc community. 
the riders, everyone to  come o u ~  
and vuicc their opinions, whcthrr 
in favur of or against the proposal," 
shr wid "Certainlv the MTA will 
take everything into consider. 
ation.' 


