NIONTGOMERY

Picks to lead board:

Leventhal,

GountyCeum:ﬂ membm elect
ed George Leventhal as their
président Tuesday and Marilyn
Praisner vice president for 2006,

‘The unapimous votes put a
first-tertn miember at the hehm
witha 15-year couricll veteran at
hisgida. -

Both Democrats, Mr. Leven-
thalis&nat*largememberwho
lives in Takoma Park. Last
%@g he took the seat held by

Perez. Ms; Praisner repre-
sents the eastern part of the

county.

With the Clarksburg devel-
opment fallures at the top of
many agendas, Mr. Leventhal
.saidheylansmmthﬁmtmdl
enact a package of 1eglslamre

.tiws 2007 .budget propésal in
March,
Mr. Laventhal, 43, said he'is

optimistic the ooum:h would be
able to provide fax relief in the
A dgat. -
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¢ and
mfrasn'ucture of emmty facili-
ties.

Chairman of the Health and
Human Services Committee, Mr.
Leventhal was lauded by his col-
leagues as the leader in efforts
to expand access to basic health
care for all county residents, a
proponent of clean renewable
- energy sources and a key sup-
porter of legislation enacted to
set aside 10 percent of county
contracts for local small busi-

Praisner

nigsses,

He has worked clogely with
Ms. Praisner lo improve the
mechanism by which grants
are awarded to nen-prefit ofga-
nizations, He has also and bro-
kered council approval for

final Mnding of the new

Strathmore Performing Arts
Center in 20064 hy protecting

county taxpayers having
to pay several fon dollam
in post overruns.

Mr. Leventhal previously
worked for the Association of
American Universities, as leg-
islative director for U.S. Senator

' Barbara Mikulski, and on the

staff.of the US. Senate Finance
Committee; From 1996 te.2001 he
served a5 chsjrman of the Mont-
gomery County
Central Commlttee

Ms. Prafsner i¢ i her fourth
term on the council. She chairs

the Management and Fiscal Pol-

icy Coniriittee and sits on the
Planning, Housing & Economic
Development Commitiée, She
sewadascouneilﬁcemmdent
iy 1992 and 1966, and as is pres-

ident in 1988 and 1997,

She was landed for taking
the leasd om isspes spanning
early childheod development
and the snvironment, techiiolo-
gy and fiscal policy. She is
known as.a national leader an
'telewmuniﬁatxoas issues and
consutier cableissuds.

Shie is past president of the
Maryland Assoclation of Coun-
ties and a wember of the board
of directors of the Natiohal
Association of Counties, where
she chairs the Telecommunica-
tions and Technology Steering
Committee,

Before serving on the school
board, Mrs. Praisner spent 16
years at the Central Intelligence
Agency, including posts as an
intelligence analyst, branch
chief and staff member for the
deputy director of intelligence.




