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Council committee tables sand mound
moratorium

Wednesday, Dec. 7. 2005

by Janel Dawrg
Staff winter

Developers and residents i the
Agricultural Reserve will have
o watt for a decision on a
seplic syslen moratorium in
that arca. A County Council
commiitice was scheduled 1o
discuss the wsue Thursday untl
the ntem was pulled {rom the
agenda for more discussion.

Statl i Couneilwoman Naney
M. Floreen’s oftice said the
iem was removed from the
Transportation and

Ensironment Conunitlee R I WA"T YBU Tﬂ

agenda at the request of ' EXPERIENCE THE
Councilman George T, j AUTO MERICA DIFFERENCE
Leventhal {1-At large) of : >

Takoma Park. Florcen (D-Ad
large) of Giarrett Park, heads
the commitiee, which also
mchudes [ eventhal and Thomas

. Lol Restore failed drainfield
P Perez (D-Dist. ) of Takoma  Restore drainage to failed septic system. Money
Park. Back Guarantee

“Ldido’ think this council und
this committee was ready o
make a decision on that
legislation vet. There needs o

he more discussion with Powerful Septic Treatment
stakeholders in the area before EPA approved, bio-friendly powder. Cleans Sludge
we go forward with a & Eliminate Pump-Outs

deciston.” feventhal said.

Floreen™s committee held a
public hearing on the moratorium last month and heard from 28 speakers.

The moratorium — proposed by Perers and Marilvn I Praisner (D-Dist. 4y of
Calverton — calls for a siv- 10 nine-month halt on the installatnon of sand moeunds in
the Av Resenve,

Proponents of the ban have said that the mounds. which are an aliemative to
traditional seplic tank systems, allow for more unwamed development in the area.
Civic and environmental representatives said much of that development would be in
direct contrast 10 the original Ag Resenve Masier Plan.

Opponents of the ban including many farmers  said sand mounds are betler al

disposing of wastes i arcas not sunable tor septic tanks, and call the moratorium a
hack-door way of restricung development in the area.
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Lesenthal said the council is working with the county”™s Department of Park and
Planning on o proposal W address larger Ag Reserve issues, specilivally the use of
TRy, or transter of dey clopment rights. which would include topics like sunc
mounds.

Underthe TDR guidelines, landawners living in the Ag Reserve prior to jis
destgnation i 1980 were given one TDR for gach S-acre anie of land. The

dev etopment rights could then be sold 10 developers for development in other areas ot

e vounty, Loy the reserve as farmland, But development still found 1ts wey into
the arca. and sand mound technology allows for even maore,

Under park and planning’s proposed Super TDR™ plan. lundowners would stH be
allowed 1o sell TDRs. but the originai 25 acres in the Ag Reserve would remain

agneudrural land,

That department expects o formally introduce the plan with the council early next
year.
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