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New County Council president announces big
plans
Wednesday, Dec. 7, 2005

oy Janel Davis
Staff Wniter

A week ago — before the County Counctl elected 11s new officers  the presumpuve
nresident had already outlined legislative and admimistrative plans for s presidency.

George L. Leventhal said he hopes to have Clarksbure planning issues settled by mid-
March aod expecets the tuture of the Agnicultural Reserve to remain a council prionty.
A second part of predatory lending legislaton 1s also expected. along with the budget,
beginning 1 March.

Other priorities include attordable housing, access w health care, support for religious
communittes and protecting domestic workers and the environment.

My goal when elected 1o the County Counctl was o be council president during the

last vear ot my first term.” Leventhal (D-Ar large} of Takoma Park said during an
interview in his council office m Rockville. =~ telt that by that time | would have
learned enough and be experienced enaugh to hold that office. And at this point, 1

am.”

On Tuesday. Leventhal moved up trom vice president to council president in a formal
vote. Customarily, the viee president moves up 1o the presidency. The only real
question usually 1+ who will be vice president. Both oftices are lor one-year terns.

[eventhal sueceeds Thomas T Perer (D-Dist. 5) of Takoma Park as president.
Marilvn 1. Praisner (D-Dist. 4) of Calverton s the new vice president.

Ay maost relevant expenencee lor the [presidency] s the five vears [ spent as
chatrman of the Montgomery County Democratic Party " T eventhal said. 18y goed
expenence, especially in an election vear when people gre trying to carve out their

awn niche and evervone has thelr own issues.”

[ eventhal expects o aunounce his re-clection campaign
later this month by a letier to 4,000 ot his closest friends.

Foacus on council

I the meanume. the education and science consuliant has
decided w torge new consulting jobs to focus on the
County Council.

“Beng an elected official is a full-time job. and it can got
(o the point when vou say. Ldon™t wanl © go w another
event,” but I'm the boss of iy own schedule and have
mare flexibility now.” Leventhal said. [0 dida ™t start o
that way. | ook a consulung job right atier [ got cleated,
and it didn’t work out. I had no tme.”

I he tirst-time councilman has no doul? he will suceeed.

=1 ran tor County Council because | gren up here and

New officers

County Council officers
are elected to one-year
terms beginning the
first Tuesday in
December. Usually, the
vice president is
elected president.
Council president
earns $87,694 per year.
All other council
members earn $79,721
per year.

*President: George L.
Leventhal (D-At large)
of Takoma Park

*Vice President:
Marilyn J. Praisner (D-

Dist. 4) of Calverton

because [ also have an absurd amount of selt-contidence.,” Lesenthal said, T am
ready for the |presidency] because | rust mysell to make the right decisions for the
people of Montgomery County . Pores prinsed his successor's values.
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1wl Let other people judge tus leadershup. | will say that he'™s been a good friend,”
Pores said. ~“He and T share she same values, so some of the issues in the upconing
vear will be much of the same [as in my adminstration].”

The outspoken Leventhal has taken the lead on health care and sponsored legisiation
for a community pharmaey program. He has pushed tor assistance programs for
Hurrcane Katrina evacuees and healthy food marketing o children.

And he s no stranger to selt-promation. Ths council Web page contains a List ot his
acvomplishmenis for 2003 and 2003, which he forw arded 10 reporters,

To some, Teventhal's “absurd amount of self-confidence™ resemnbles an extreme
mtensiy. bordering on preachy. The councilman said he has battled the intensity label
siee high school. He prefers o be seen as passionate.

ldon’t want to scare people. This is 1he face and personality that God has gnven mel”
he said. 1 do like 10 have a good fime, reni videos, travel, ete. But this is an importam
job, and I take it seriously.”

A serious nman

He has always taken the job seriously. Butore being elected 1o the cauncil in 2002,
[.oventhal worked as lewslativ e director Tor ULS. Sen. Barbara A Mikulski (D) of
Balumore, as a reswareh assistant for Sen. Lloyd Bentsen (D-Texas) and helped state
sen. [da ;. Ruben (1-Inst 207 wi'Silver Spring win her [irst campaign i 1980,

After his work inthe U8, Senate, Leventhal remained i pehitics but moyved over io
head the county Democratic Party until he was elected to the County Council as a
candidate on County Executive Douglas M, Duncan’s End Gridlocek sfate.

The slate meluding first-tnme council members Nancy M. oreen (D-At large) of
CGarrett Park and Michael J. Knapp (1D-Thist. 2) of Genmantewn was designed to
push through Duncan’s 10-year. S| nllion ransportation plan, which included the
Intercounty Connector Mghway between Ganhersburg and Laurel. Although the slate
was kev i getting lesser-know n candidates clected. Leventhal <aid be would never
again run on i candidate slate.

[T is trustrated that the Purple Line hinking Bethesda and Newe Carrollton has not
been built and remams a staunch [CC supporter.

= 1'm proud of the things thar the council has done ke passing the smoking ban and
reorganizing the fire and rescoc division,” he said. * (hiher things like the original
taxicab bill are bad and are not working, and we've got 1o 1ix those things”

Pan ol that fixing will include administrative improsements. Leventhal plans 1o
implement a strict wimeliness policy. beginming and ending meetines on time. He also
planx 1o work on council members” less than stellar responses to residents’ comments,

which he auributes to wandernmy allention spans,
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