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Brace for flood of uninsured

Health officer says
U.S., state cuts force
poor onto county rolls

by Douglas Tallman
Staft Writer

The families of low-income, legal
immigrants will not be able to par-
ticipate in Maryland’s Medicaid
program, county health officer
Ulder Tillman told e County
Council on Tuesda,.

Because of state budget cuts,
1,300 children will be “disen-
rolicd,” she said. Maryland Chil-
dren’s Health Program can cover
only about 100, said Tillman, in her
annual address to the County
Council.

Over the course of the next year,
county health programs expect to
see about 600 to 800 of the 1300
disenrolled, Tillman said, costing
the county about $260,000 in health
care and about $100,000 in dental
care.

About 300 pregnant women
would remain eligible only until the
end of their post-partum period.
Continuing coverage by the county
would cost $411,300, Tilman said.

Council members used the news
to take a shot at Gov. Robert L.
Ehrlich Jr. (K).

“I hope this is very, very clear to
people throughout the state that this
policy dedision by the governoris so
heartless and for so little money,”
said Councilman George L. Leven-
thal {D-At targe) of Takoma Park.

Council President Thomas E.
Perez (D-Dist. 5) of Takoma Park di-
rected a question to Tillmar: “How
is this consistent with family values,
to cut preg-
nant  womoen
and children
from medical
care? Mayhe
that's a rhetor-
ical question.”

Ehrlich
spokesman
Henry P.
Fawell defend-
ed the gover-
nor's budget.

“There are tremendous fiscal
strains on the Maryland health care
system. Nevertheless, the governor
increased Medicaid funding by 9
percent,” he said.

Perez, Leventhal and County Ex-
ecutive Douglas M. Duncan (1) sent
a letter to Lhelich on Tuesday con-
testing the cuts.

Perez

“It is unconscionable that you
would even consider ending state
support for pregnant women and
children,” the letter states.

At several instances during the
just-concluded budget process for
the council, Perez would make note
of “the ftrail of broken promises”
that began in Washingfon and An-
napolis and led to the Council Office
Building in Rockville. The county
would be forced fo back/ill budgets
laid bare by federal and state budg-
et cuts in social programs.

“There is a fundamental transfor-
mation taking place,” Perez said
Tuesday. “The responsibility that
used to be federal and state in na-
ture is being given to local govern-
ments.”

Although considered during the
General Assembly session, which
concluded April 11, Tillman said she
had not gotten confirmation about
the policy change until fast weck.

In her remarks, Tillman also said
the county’s Montgomery Cares
program, which provides unin-
sured residents access to county
clinics, expects to see nearly 15,000
patients.

In the financial year that will end
June 39, about 12,000 to 13,000 pa-
ttents were seen in the clinics, Till-
man said.



