
Bill advances despite 
- Perez's protest vote 

leased in Ortoher with the an- 
~ c i ' ~ ' e " ~ n f  nouncement of t,, ,, 

~ ~ f r e d  stronger 
lending protection 

a 111 

legisla' 
nnhnn 
moval 

C- sponsor of County Luutlcll 

tion meant to f i ~ h t  &ml- 
in lending object~d to thp re- 
of one oi the n~casum's key 

prowsions, and as a result he took 
the rare step of voting ap>inst his 
own bill. 

Cound Pmident Thomas E. 
 perm w-as the wFe dimtir ig  vote 
last week when the munur's I-lealth 
and Human %;enriccs Comrn~ttee 
p a d  the predabry lend in^ bill, 2-1. 

l lU l  

"I tl 
said P 
Park. 

elements in 
the l c~~~ la t i on ,  
incl ud ing a /i 

hunrlrcdfnlcl I' increase, \o 

the cap on an 
a w n d  for hu- 

on. Lwenthal 
s the 
:st bill in the United S t a t e  to ,,.. .,,,t cl iscrirninator>- lending," 

said Gcorge L. h ~ ~ e n t h a l  (D-At 
Iruv) of Takoma Park, the commit- 
W'F chairman. 

"--* Percz had a n n f h ~ r  idea. 
ink we took a step forward," 
ertaz (D-D~st. 5) of T~koma 
"I think In the affnrdablc 
g context, o w  gmP should LK' 
our kt fmt icx-ward, not n 
ward. We can and must do 
I I 

The dcIetcd provisinn would 
have codified a legal maneuver al- 
lradv used in same lawsulk whew 
plaintiffs use studie nf pratictrs m 
a w g a t r  tn ?how how a clelen- 
danys business practices can be dis- 
criminatory. 

C-.-F~ "dimarate impact" shrdi~s 
~ t e r  ot crnploynmt 
wars. A study IP 

een t17; CPI 

i n k  for 

showed minorities were charged 
higher fern and higher interest r d b  
than whites for loans for h o r n  in 
the same n e i g h b h d .  A study 
Like that, targrted at a specific ban4 
could be ustd to pmve discrimina- 
tion 

h d e r s  have argued such stud- 
ies arc illegal, but awistant county 
attorney Cliffom! Roy~lty has ar- 
pd count), law already implies 
disparate impact caw's can b~ heard 
under county d c .  

h d c s  a h  claim a disparate 
i m p a c t  law cuuld fore bankc to 
withhold Ioans from people with 
Iwi-Uim-prfect &it. T h a t  wnnd 
point resonated with Lnventhal and 
Skvm A. Si lvemn,  the third mem- 
ber of the committee. 

"I'm ve"].' concerned a b u t  Ihr 
Iaw of uninknded mnsequences. 
Wc need tn root out pwdahry Icnd- 
ing, but wt- &SO n w d  FD ma kc a snb- 
prime market available," mid Sil- 
v e m a n  (D-At large) ot Silver 
Spring. 

Perez's nav vote shwked Silver- 
m m  and Le~enhal, w14ng +&ions 
in their minds ahuk the h~hm of tEte 
bill. As coma1 pn+dmt, I'rrez de- 
cidm when bill5 come up for vnk. 
Pewz wrd the b~l l  would come up for 
a tull muncil vote, and he would pm- 
pw amendrnenb to rchrm disparate 
~mpact to the EeEjsla tion 

Over the pnct evtlral months, 
the drbak m the hill !MS becnrnc 
h ~ a t r d .  In April, Lev~n thd  o p e d  
a s t~s ion deftmding himwLf fmrn ac- 
c u ~ t r r m ~  tlr wa5 "pvil" for consid- 
ering c h a n p  to the bilI. 
"Mi= a11 car t  about people who 

suffer chmminatlon," said Perrz, 
wlir, was a Civil rights lawyer for the 
Justice Deparkment. "lhs has red 
F a m  of rr.'~l victims attached to it." 

Despitv the n.al faces, the rar- 
efid debates have mkd on the 
e f f t r b  of complex k g a l  theories. 
Lnventhal said 11e did not haw the 
expt iw to tell tlic bankers that 
what thcv were trlling him was not 
h e .  

"It was an emotionall diffiadt 
drbate, I'm not s w  I di the nsht 
thing," he wid. 

Y 


