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After two years of hearings, amendments and 
debate, the Montgomery Caunty Cound is sti l l  at 
loggerheads over bow to curb the pmMeration of 
'McMansions" that dwarf surrounding homes in 
e&abhhd ntigborbooda. 

Citing a technicality, the council yesterday post- 
ned a vote on a measure to change tbe way resi- 

e n U  building heights are calculated and to reduce 
e h u m  height from 35 to 30 feet, The propos- 
, Eust introduced by muncil member Haward A. I enis (R-Potomac-3etbeda) in 2003, is designed to 

eliminate loophoIea and ambiguities in county reg- 
'- ulations that dbw builders to ex& the 35-foot 

But Denis's plan bas gone though several revi- 
Tbis 8lLmmer a council committee e b i n a t e d  

the 30-foot restriction from the proposal Yesterday, 
Denis reintroduced the measure to set the maximum 

, height of h o w  to 30 feet in southern Montgomery, 
where housiug is more dense. 

The current height limit is not a height limit at 
I Denis &aid uNeither is the amended bill.* 

The re ia m e  consmaus among cwncil members. i Aa a general rule, the height of s house is measured 
from the street, k t  council members want to require 
hat meastwments bemade from the point at which 
l e  h o w  meeta the ground to the midpoint of the 
wf, wbicb they consider a more accurate calcula- 
!On. 
The loophole that moat concerns me&m d v e s  




