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Student 2mns 

::- Apply GMAC Bank - 
Now! 

Tho t iyo I-Io~l~gotnery Coui~ty  agencies that super\ isc 
B I , .  I .  - 

-:-I .,I. -. I I 

. . 

dc\,elopm cnt say 111.ey ha1.e xi-orkcd out a u ny tcl 

pre\.ent lapses in ovcrs l~h t  n t d  allow thc counly 10 

quickly l i f t  a fi-eczu and rc.;ullIc issuing buildlug 
pcrxlits. 

Bur sornc Cuuilty C'c)uncil mcmbcrs they are hopiiig lo usc ii scssion toda? to impose tighr cr crintrols 
on thc systcrn that ~ l l l o i v e d  nidesprcad huilciing violations in Clarksbury ti) go undetected. Tht  pn~ptisals 
could slow tht. pace o f  rcsidct~tial and comrncrcial de\clopinc.nt once thc frcr./e is liftcd. 

Council melnbet- Stei en .A. SI l~ 'ctmnn (D-.At 1-argc) i\ atus to stnp planncrs of their nuthot-ity to make 
c h , ~ ~ ~ g c s .  I I ~ ,  mnttur how sm;~ll .  ibtlcc thc Planning Board appro\ es a proposal. S I ~ L  cnnan i c  L,uld instead 
I ~ a l  r thc boilrd vote o n  all cll;ingcx until early ncx t )ear. ~v1le11 n pcl-rnanent solution could he considered. 

"WE 201. a "tuatiorl rigtlt now v, hcrc planners 3ru signing off 1311 a l ~ l e l ~ i i i ~ ~ ~ n t ~  wittlout tlic COIIIInUIlliV 
krlcin,ing ahout 11." suld Courlcil rnctl~btr  Ste\ en :I. Silvenni~n (D-At I.argc). i\ ho plans to run fill- crjunl? 
c~.l ;~~cuti\~e.  

'l'hc cuunty's plsnning and 1~1mit t1t lg  departlncnts, hot11 ; i t  tl~c ccntcr u f  thc Clarksburg cnrltroicrsy. \+ i l l  
rry t o  head oi'f the council by offcling their own rufimns. 

"What hal>punutl in Clarkshurg was a fa i r1  rlarro\v gap i11 the not nl ic rc  the height and setbacks ivc1.c 
not" chccked, said Dcrick Rzrlnge. chait-man ot'ltiC Planning Boa~d.  "'That 1s the g;ip that thcse 
\'i01at1011$ drove thr~)i~yil. illid t1la1 is t h ~  g;ip ~ I ' C  c ~ o s c ' ~ . ' '  

111 C'l;irkshu~-g 'Toit 11 C'entct.. a sul~ior p l~ruler  changcd a silt: p1a11 for rlortliern \lontgomc.ry comrmu~iity 
,~t icr  it was appro\.cd. SO~IIL '  C'larLsburg rcsidcnrs said tht. 1)rnccs.i alloweci thc dcvclopers to mahe 
tt llolcsalc c.iiungcs to the project \+ ill~out tirst gzttl~ig puldic input. 

Count! officials ha1 c bceri scranlbling to addrcsi g111i+ ing conccrils ai-ism: f:om the ct)ntro\'crsy it1 

Clarksburg. which began iifter :i group nf  I-esidtn~s utlcarthcd inScirmatior~ showing that thc builder, 
Newliirld C'ominur~itics, Isad CI-cc'ted builciings tn1li.r and ~lusur ti) thc sidei* alk than allcjn r.4 in a sitc 
plan. Kcsirients also fourid I h;lt 2 Plarl~li~lg Board crnploycc had alreted the plan to 111iiIch t l ~ c  building 
hci~$t. 

Thc Planning Huard t~:is dela~,cd until Seplember a dccisiotl i l l1  ivhcther wlcr lcjrls should bc issued 
,1gai115t t l ~ u  (lcvcloper xnci builciers involved in tlie projc'ct. 

I.,'ii,der  he agencies' proposal. tllc pcmi  tting departrnc311r \i i l l  require building pennit r~ppl icarlt3 ti> 

include i~lfonuation ahout the pi-clject's hcight a i d  setback. The data. which an  indcpenilent c~iginucr will 
vcri fy. \\-ill t l ~ c r ~  hc S C I I ~  to tlir  plili~ilit~g department for further rrvieii.. 
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U'iisli~n~ton I'OSI S t ~ f f  N ' r ~ ~ t , r s  
1 ur>d.~!. July  2h, 2005: Rn I 

Student loans 

::- Apply GMAC - Bank 

dc\,clopmcnt ?;ail the); hare  lvorkcd out n icay to 
prevent lapses in o\.crsiglit and allow thc county to 
quickly lift a fieczc and rcsutnc issuing buildin; 
pcnnits. 

But srjlilc Couilty Council rncmbcrs saq the .  are hoping to t:sc 21 session today to i m p o w  tighter cont r~ l l s  
on thc $4 51~111 that ;111oi\,ed ividesprcad hullding violntion~ in Ckirksburg to go undzreured. The prt~posals 
could slow the piice clf rcsidct~tial arid cr)n~~llcrcial de~ ,e lop~ncn l  once the frccfe is liftcd. 

Ct~uncil mernbt.1- Ste\ t.11 4.  Silvcnna~i (LI-.At Lal-gc) u arlts to stnp planner< of their a u t l ~ o r i t  t l )  mabt: 
ch~nges. 110 i~lattcr how st11;111. or1cC thc Planning Board approves a pmpos;~l. SIIL cnnan u r~uld instead 
]lave tllc hoanl vote 011 2111 ~11n11gcs until early rics t )ex-. ivllen a punnnnent S O ~ U ~ ~ C ~ I I  C(I uIJ be considered. 

"Wc €01 cl s ir  uation right now tv hcrc planrlcrs arc signing off 1311 z~i~eridmcnts without tllc community 
knowing ahout 11." said Courlcil rnctl~bcr Stei'cn .A\. Silvennan ( D-At 1-arge). who plans to run fi>r courlt?; 
u s u ~ u t i \ ~ e .  

-1'11~ c ~ ~ u ~ ~ t y ' s  plann~ril; and permitting depart~ncnts, both at tllc ccntcr of thc Clurksburg controx crsq. M ill 
rry t o  head oi'f'tht. council by ofi1-111g their own roft~nns. 

"What haj7p~fiid In Clarksburg \t,;ls fairly narnIw gap i11 tho nut \ i l~cr l :  the height and \etb;icks tvcrc 
not" chechrd,  sdid Dcrick Rcrlnge, chair-1nai1. of' ttlc Planning B o ~ J . ~ .  ''1 11:1t is tlw _C;IJJ that thew 
liolations d r o x  tlirougll. and that is tllc gap \+,c ~ l o s c d . "  

111 r 'Inrk<hu~-g Ton 11 C'c~itc~.. ;l scr~lor plarmcr changcd ;i plali for 11orther-n \I\):~tgo~ncry c o m i n u ~ ~ ~ t ~  
atics i r  ivas appto~rcd.  SUIIIC Clark~burg rcsidcnts said t11e procc.;s allowed thc dui clupcrs to  ~nalit. 
i r  Ilulcsalc ch;~n_ccb to the projcct i s  1111our tirst gzttl~ig pul~lic inl~ut. 

County officirils h a ~ c  been scral-11bl ing to a d d r c s ~  gron ing conccrils r~i-isirlg from the contri,\ crcy i t i  

Clarkshurg. M hi& begiin after r i  group of I-esidtnts ut~carthcd inS~~rrnati~)ri .tllnwing that thu builder, 
Yewland ~c in~~inun i t i c s ,  had cr.cctzd builciings tnllcr a t ~ ~ l  closer to thc ~iilenalk than allrnicd in a sitc 
plan. Kcsiric.nts also found tha t  3 Plarlning Board cmployuc had altered the plan to ~ t i i ~ t c ~ t ~  thc building 
hcigl~!. 

Thc Planning Biurd tias delaycd untrl Srpirnit>er a decisiot~ 011 ii Ii~thct. sa11ctir?ns should bc I S > U ~ ~  

agLiinst l l~c  dct clty7c.r- builders ini  ollmcd in the p~*i)jcct. 

I.,'r;iler  he agencies' propor;;)!. thc pcrnlitti 11g depart r n c ~ ~ r  u i l l  rcquire bu i ld~ng  prt-tnit applica~irs to 
includc i~l fonnat ioi~ about thc ~>rclject's height and >ctb;l~lc. t h e  data. i+h~ch  at1 indcpcr~(le~lt engincur will 
verify. \i i l l  tt1c11 he sont to th~. 1.ha111lrng departmerlt for furt11t.r review. 
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If t l ~ c  npp1ic;itiun 1uatchc5 ~Ippr tn  cil platis. the pcnnitting dcpartnlun: u*ill issue a buildilly per~ni I .  T11c 
ogerlc. \vill thctl bc rc.spc~~~\ihle f r ~ r  fi)lluu 111g up I O  cltech on the projcct ;~f icr it is bui!:. 

Until this n-eek. building pennits based on  sitc plai~s n'rt-e issucci ir'i t l ~ o u t  ei t l~cr agencg checking hcight 
or set back infoma~lon. Both agerlcies said they thrlught ihe othcr tvas rcspbnsi blc tbr checking a ticr thc 
struclclrcs: w crc h u l l t .  e k ,  cn :iluugh tlie county code :IPPU;~I.S t i - )  suggest I [  1% a \  planr~irig dcpartinent'q 
i~cq~onsihility. 

'I-o ~lnplemcnt tile ctla~~ges.  the two agcncics ~ v i l  I ask thc council to aut t~ori/.e tl~c hirirlg of' [learly 2 0  
rtddit ic l~inl  stotfers. 

Itr hcrt C'. H uhbard. dir-cctor of thc perrnltting Jcpartment, said it  i s  z~)nccivablc. that thC issu~ng of' \r>~ne 
builciing pcrrnits. ii hrch C'ounty Euecut i~  L' Douglas 41. D u ~ ~ c a n  ( fl) suspi-nded last U L ' L ' ~ .  U C I U I ~  ~CSUIIIC 

111 a fLiv ciayc. But tt is cxpcctcd to t;~bc: at leaqt fku weeks to clcar out  a hacklog tiom thc t i e c ~ c  (311 

permits in sit~-[>lnn Loncs. 

Some o n  thc council and surnc cikic Icaclerh may kiant to gn firthel-. 

C'ounc~l t t~cii~her LIicI~atfl L .  Suhi tl ([)-At L B T ~ C )  i h  propusi~~g that BcrI age ~111tl H u  bhilrd. the agency 
chicfs. personally 'lpprol t' building pcrmi tq  hefilrc the? arc issuutl. 

Sil\.ennat~. bvho hciids 1l1e C I ) U I I C ~ I  c01~1111ittce c~vcrser.ing 1a1;d-usc policies, will also propocc that  t11c 
COUII~?; ~ I I S P L ' C ~ C ) ~  gcncral ex tens~vcly  rcvieu. rllr county's planning process fi>r the ncxl two years. 

" I t  ducsn't do ;inything to sol\ e thew p r ~ s b l e n ~ ~ . "  5,1id Tom Purez ( 1)-Silver Spring,:,. 111c cr)uncil 
prcsicient . 

,C ,'2r)05 l 'hc U'asllii~gt:to~~ Post Cu~ i~pany 

Lhariyc- C ~ r l t r o l  Manageftlcnt 
CATSWeb IS a compiehenshve all-in-one solut~on d ~ s ~ g n e d  1v help firms track Issues and 
act~nns from ~dentif icat~on through d ~ s p o s ~ t ~ o n  anb corrective artlor] 
, ,  . , .. ,. . ,  -j>,,.'Y , ' I  

Stop H.3cker.j f r ~ w  Cnansrng Yo~rr Wcb Site 
Secure your IIS sewer C~mtrak WSE instantly detects ur~au!l~orjzed change5 to Web s81e> 
and w ~ l l  aulnmat~cally restore those 61es bark to their or~pnnl  state. Free trlal versior, 
available' 
.*, ,;& :, t ,' 1 -  8 .  ! , r  ,: - 1  

Charrgt: Co!ifral 
Synergy p:ov~des l~fecvcle control for software dkve l~~pmenr  assets, enabl~ng yov to 
IrnprctJe qual~ty and accelerate dP11derj of advanced s o b a r e  and syslcms. Request a 
d&mg today. , . . ,  ,.. ,. ,. : " - - , I ' -  ' -  
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