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Gaithersburg West Master Plan
Life Sciences Center

Gaithersburg West Master Plan    October 2, 2008M‐NCPPC

County’s Premier Location 
for and Largest 
Concentration of Biotech  

LSC Districts:
•LSC Central 
•LSC West (PSTA)
•LSC Belward 
•LSC North
•LSC South
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The LSC in the 21st Century
Build on Today’s LSC to Create a Vibrant Future

M‐NCPPC
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LSC CCT Stations:
DANAC
Central
West
Belward

• Highest Height & Density 
• Civic Open Spaces
• Activating Mix of Uses
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Comparison of Place

Rosslyn                      10.0 FAR
Ballston 4.0 ‐ 6.0 FAR
Bethesda 4.0 ‐ 5.0 FAR*
Clarendon 4.0 FAR
Rockville TC 2.5 FAR
Reston TC 2.0 FAR
Carlyle 2.0 FAR
Twinbrook 1.9 FAR*
Shady Grove 1.5‐2.0 FAR*
Germantown 1.0‐2.0 FAR*
Clarksburg (COMSAT) 0.5 FAR

King Farm 0.4 FAR

* Not including any density bonus 
(e.g. 30 percent) for MPDUs or Workforce 
housing)

Bethesda

Germantown

White Flint

Twinbrook

Rockville TC

Shady Grove

Washingtonia
n
King Farm



Comparison of PlaceRosslyn‐Balston Corridor

Arlington County 
Transit Stations   FAR:
1. Rosslyn             10.0

2. Courthouse        4.0    

3. Clarendon          4.0

4. Virginia Square  4.3

5. Ballston               6.0  

1.

2.

3.

4.
5.



Ballston, Virginia
275 Acres
7,288 Units
2 7.9 Million sq. ft. 
3.0 FAR Gross, 4.0‐6.0 FAR Net

Comparison of Place



Clarendon, Virginia
171 acres
3,886 units
2 million sq. ft. 
2.0 FAR Gross, 4.0 FAR Net

Comparison of Place



Reston Town Center
58 acres
1,360 units
4.94  million sq. ft. 
2.0 FAR

Comparison of Place



Comparison of Place

2.0 FAR

Carlyle, Alexandria



Gaithersburg West Master Plancomparison of places
LSC CCT Stations                                  FAR
 LSC Central 1.0‐1.5
 LSC (PSTA) 1.0
 LSC Belward 1.0

Germantown CCT Stations                 
Dorsey Mill, Manekin, Cloverleaf          1.0       
Town Center  2.0

Metro Stations
Shady Grove Metro Station 2.0

Rockville Town Center    2.5

Twinbrook Metro Station 2.0

White Flint Metro Station 4.0

Silver Spring CBD 3.0
Bethesda CBD 4.0 ‐ 5.0

Friendship Heights CBD 3.0 ‐ 4.0

Shady Grove

Twinbrook
White Flint

Germantown

Gaithersburg West
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Linking Land Use/Connecting
Communities

CCT Transit Stations              

1. Shady Grove
2. King Farm East        
3. King Farm West       
4. Crown Farm/

Washingtonian                   

5. LSC Central                   
6. LSC West (PSTA)
7. LSC Belward 

8.   Quince Orchard/
Kentlands

9.  NIST
10. Metropolitan Grove        

Gaithersburg West Master PlanI‐270 technology Corridor



Rockville Town Center 
15 acres
632 units
1.7 million sq. ft. FAR
2.4 FAR

Comparison of Place



Comparison of PlaceTwinbrook
16.95 acres
1,114 units
1.3 million sq. ft. 
1.9 FAR



Comparison of Place

GermantownTown Center 
66 acres
1,040 units
3.09  million sq. ft. 
1.0 - 2.0 FAR



ClarksburgComparison of Place

Location: COMSAT
Zone: MXPD (recommended)
Building Area: 4.0 million square feet 
Site Area: 173 acres 
FAR: 0.53
Building Height: 100 feet 



Gaithersburg West Master Plan

Gaithersburg West Master Plan   M‐NCPPC
17M‐NCPPC

Commercial Development  Potential  in  the  Life  Sciences  Center
District Existing Pipeline Existing & 

Pipeline
Potential 
New

75% of New Potential 
Total

Central 2,642,000 886,000 3,528,000 1,750,000 1,312,500 4,840,500

Belward 572,500* 4,600,000 3,450,000 4,022,500

West 330,000 200,000 530,000

North 1,950,000 638,000 2,588,000 370,000 277,500 2,865,500

South 1,434,000 1,028,500 2,462,500 2,462,500

Totals 6,927,800 2,552,500 9,480,300 6,720,000 5,040,000 14,721,000

*Developed portion of Belward that is no longer owned by JHU.
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LSC Central:  Medical and 
Biotech Center

• CCT Station 
• Medical Center Expansion
• Biotech Growth
• JHU – MC Campus
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Gaithersburg West Master Plan
LSC Central
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• LSC Zone

• 1.5 FAR in Center 

• 1.0 FAR elsewhere

• Housing option (30% of FAR)



Gaithersburg West Master PlanLSC Central
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LSC West
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LSC West:  A New Residential 
Community

• CCT Station

• Relocate PSTA

• New Street Grid 
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LSC West
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• Rezone to CR Zone

• Allow 2000 DUs

• Local Retail

• Elementary School

• Civic Green

22M‐NCPPC



Gaithersburg West Master Plan
LSC North
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DANAC Property
• CR Zone

SGEC & BNA Sites
• PD (Urban High Density)



Gaithersburg West Master Plan
LSC South 
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Rickman Property
• Maintain R&D Zone
• Provide Planning Development

Option (PD‐22)



Gaithersburg West Master Plan
LSC Belward: Science and Research
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• CCT Station

• New Local Streets

• Up to 1 FAR

• 150 foot max. height at CCT

25M‐NCPPC



Gaithersburg West Master Plan
LSC Belward
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• Preserve & Expand Farm  
Setting

• Community Uses

• Buffers

• LSC Loop 

26M‐NCPPC



Gaithersburg West Master Plan
LSC Belward
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1996 Approved Preliminary Plan                                   2009 Proposed Master Plan



Gaithersburg West Master Plan   M‐NCPPC
M‐NCPPC

General Comparisons of 1996 and 2010 Belward Campus Concepts
1996 Preliminary Plan 2010 Proposed Plan

Green Space/Buffers
Darnestown Road   
Muddy Branch Road
Mission Hills 
Stream Buffers
Within Block Parcels

3 acres
2 acres
4 acres
12 acres
2 acres

3 acres
12 acres
5 acres
15 acres
2 acres

Belward Farmstead 7 acres 12 acres
Percent Buffer/Green 28% (30 acres) 46% (49 acres)
Surface Parking Lots
Parking Garage Area

33 acres
6 acres (garage footprint)

Percent Coverage
(buildings/parking/roads)

72% (77 acres) 54% (58 acres)
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JHU ‐ Belward Rendering
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JHU‐Belward Rendering
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