Resolution No.: 18-491

Introduced: April 5, 2016
Adopted: May 18, 2016
COUNTY COUNCIL

FOR MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND

Lead Sponsor: Council President at the request of the County Executive

SUBJECT: Water Quality Protection Charge for FY17

Background

1. Under County Code Section 19-35(c), each fiscal year the County Council must, by
resolution, set the rate for the Water Quality Protection Charge.

2. Under County Code Section 19-35(d), the County Council may set a different rate for each
type of property identified by regulation. If different rates are set, the rates must generally
reflect the relative amount of impervious surface on each type of property.

3. Under Section 19.35.01.02 of the Code of Montgomery County Regulations (COMCOR),
the Base Rate is the annually designated dollar amount set by the County Council to be
assessed for each Equivalent Residential Unit (ERU) of property that is subject to the Water
Quality Protection Charge (the “Charge”). The ERU is defined in COMCOR Section
19.35.01.02 as the statistical median of the total horizontal impervious area of developed
single family detached residences in the County. The designated ERU for Montgomery
County equals 2,406 square feet of impervious surface.

4. Under COMCOR Section 19.35.01.04, properties subject to the Charge are assigned to one
of the following classifications for purposes of determining the appropriate assessment

rate:

a. For Single Family Residential Properties, which include townhouses and duplexes,
the Charge is assessed as a percentage of one ERU based on the total impervious
area for each property. Properties in this classification are assigned to one of seven
(7) tiers to determine the appropriate assessment rate, ranging from 33 percent of
the base rate for an ERU up to 300 percent of the Base Rate.

b. For Multifamily Residential Properties, the Charge is assessed based on the number

of ERUs assigned to the property. The total impervious area for the property is
divided by the ERU; the result is then multiplied by the Base Rate to determine the
Charge. If the property is a condominium development, the Charge is assessed in
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equal shares to the owners of the development by dividing the total ERUs calculated
for the property by the number of individual condominium units, and then
multiplying this number by the Base Rate to determine the amount billable to each
unit owner.

For Nonresidential Properties, the Charge is assessed based on the number of ERUs
assigned to the property. The total impervious area for the property is divided by
the ERU; the result is then multiplied by the Base Rate to determine the Charge. If
the nonresidential property is a condominium development, the Charge is billed in
equal shares to the owners of the development by dividing the total ERUs calculated
for the property by the number of individual condominium units, and then
multiplying this number by the base rate to determine the amount billable to each
unit owner.

If a property is owned by a Non-Profit organization (501(c)(3) organization), the
property is assigned to one of three (3) tiers to determine the appropriate assessment
rate, and the Charge must not exceed the percent of the Base Rate for one ERU in
the respective Tier classification.

For Agricultural Properties, the Charge is based on the percent of the Base Rate for
the applicable Single Family Residential Tier for the property’s impervious area.

Under County Code Section 19-35(g), the Charge does not apply to any property located
in a municipality that notifies the County it has imposed or intends to impose a similar
charge to fund its stormwater management program in that municipality.

Action

The County Council for Montgomery County, Maryland approves the following
resolution:

The Base Rate for the Water Quality Protection Charge for Fiscal Year 2017 is

$95.00 per Equivalent Residential Unit (ERU).

This resolution takes effect on July 1, 2016.

This is a correct copy of Council action.
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Linda M. Lauer, Clerk of the Council



