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RainScapes Rewards 


 
For your yard…your watershed…your community 


 
Rain Barrel Application 


 







 
Beautify Your Neighborhood  Reduce Mowing Time  Help Your Local Streams and Creeks 


 
About the Program and Application Process 


 
The Montgomery County Department of Environmental Protection RainScapes Program is seeking 
residential, commercial and private institutional property owners to improve stormwater runoff 
conditions on their property by installing more natural drainage projects. The Rainscapes Program 
provides the opportunity for residents and property owners to participate in the effort to improve local 
water quality.  These projects are designed to slow rainwater runoff and reduce the amount of 
stormwater entering local streams, increase groundwater supply, and reduce chemical and nutrient 
pollutants entering waterways.   Other environmental benefits of these projects include reduced 
energy consumption and air pollution from lawn mowers, reduced water use for irrigation during 
droughts, and increased biodiversity in the suburban landscape.  Importantly, these unique 
landscaping enhancements can ultimately add value to the property. 
 
All Rewards Rebate projects must be approved prior to installation.  Financial rewards will be granted 
for the installation of 
 


• rain gardens  
• replacement of turf grass or invasive species with conservation landscaping utilizing 


native plants  
• Canopy tree planting to help expand  County Urban tree canopy 
• replacement of existing impervious cover with permeable pavers  
• pavement removal 
• green roofs 
• rain barrels 
• cisterns 
• dry wells  


 
Single family and townhome residential property owners are offered a financial reward of a maximum 
of $1,200 per residential lot, dependent on project type and actual costs.   Multi-family, commercial, 
and private institutional land owners are offered a financial reward of up to a maximum of $5000 per 
property, with caps for each type of project.  
 
All projects require approval by DEP RainScapes prior to installation, a signed and returned 
property owner agreement (provided to the property owner after the project is approved for 
installation), proof of expenditure (receipts) and the provision of a tax ID# for payment purposes. 
Please consult the rebate table at the end of this section for a summary of rebate rewards 
amounts. The reward amount is established by project type, as described in the project 
application, and excludes taxes.  Applicants are encouraged to apply early as funds are limited.  
RainScapes Rewards rebates will be processed until funds are depleted.   
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Maximum Rebate Amounts by Property Type 


 


Rainscapes 
Practice Residential 


Commercial, Multi-Family,   
or Institutional 


Rain Gardens  $1,200  $5000 total- based on $1/ sf impervious 
area treated or $2500/rain garden 
whichever $ is greater  
 


Conservation 
Landscaping -  
Replacement of 
turf or invasive 
species 
 


$250-750; $1/square feet - 
minimum 250 square feet 


$3000; $3/square foot – 350 square feet 
minimum   


Urban Tree 
Canopy  
 


$600 per lot; $150/tree $600 per lot; $150/tree 


Permeable 
Pavers 
 


$1200 – 100 square foot 
minimum 


$5000 – 350 square foot minimum 


Pavement 
Removal 


$600 - $1200 – 100 
square foot minimum;  
rebate amount varies 
depending on planting 
material 
 


$1800 - $5000 – 300 square foot minimum;  
rebate amount varies depending on 
planting material 


Green Roofs $1200 – 300 square feet 
or ¼ of roof- retrofit 
 


$5000 - 300 square feet or ¼ of roof- retrofit


Rain Barrels $200 (must capture 200 
gallons) 
 


$200 (must capture 200 gallons) 


Cisterns $ 500 ($1/gallon stored, 
250 gallons min.) 
 


$ 2000 ($1/gallon stored, 250 gallons min.) 


Dry wells $ 600   $ 600   
 


 
Reduce Water and Air Pollution  Improve Biodiversity   Wow Your Neighbors! 


• To participate, your property must be located in Montgomery County, outside of the municipal limits of the 
City of Rockville, City of Takoma Park, or City of Gaithersburg. 


• Projects are not eligible if they are associated with permit approval requirements for new building 
construction, additions, or renovations. 


• All requirements as outlined below, in the application, and in the Design Guidelines and Criteria for Project 
Eligibility (attached) must be met.  All decisions are final and are at the sole discretion of the Department of 
Environmental Protection. 
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FOR ALL APPLICATIONS 


 
 


1. A signed RainScapes Rewards Property Owner Agreement is required to be signed and 
returned by time of final inspection. We will provide this document  
to you after the proposed project is approved.  


 
2. Prior to final inspection, all itemized receipts, installation/contractor bills, etcetera, covering all 


project costs, must be submitted to receive the rebate.  Documented project costs must equal 
or exceed the rebate amount requested. 


 
3.


 


 Projects which are not installed within six months of the preliminary inspection date may be 
removed from consideration for payment of the rebate unless approved for time continuance 
by DEP. 


 
NOTE: About Project Tours 
 
The application includes a question about voluntary participation in tours of the RainScapes’ projects 
conducted by DEP.  Project tours will help DEP educate others about the benefits and beauty of these 
projects, and we ask that RainScapes Rewards project participants agree to allow reasonable access 
to the project site for periodic tours organized by the County.  The County will provide notice of at 
least five (5) business days before undertaking any project tour.  A County employee will be present 
at all times during the tours and tour participants will be required to execute a waiver releasing the 
property owner from any liability for damages or injuries resulting from the tours.    
 
The applicant is asked to agree to participate in public outreach activities associated with the 
RainScapes project, including allowing DEP to place signage, take and use photos, and complete a 
follow-up evaluation.   
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PROJECT REQUIREMENTS 


 
Only complete applications submitted with all required information will be processed.  Applicant is 
responsible for obtaining any necessary permits for construction. Rewards projects are voluntary.   
Rebates are not for projects that are required to meet a stormwater permit.  Follow the three steps 
below.  
 
STEP 1 – The Application 


• Complete and sign the application form. 
• Compile all necessary documentation outlined in the application. 
• Be sure that you have the latest version of the Design Guidelines and Criteria for Project 


Eligibility 
• Take a “before” photo of the proposed project area (up to six photos may be submitted - small 


size if electronic). 
• Submit the completed application form, photos, and required documentation. 
• Wait to receive application approval from the Department of Environmental Protection 


RainScapes Program BEFORE beginning the project (Allow three weeks for 
processing). 


 
STEP 2 – Before You Begin the Project 


• You will be contacted by the Department of Environmental Protection and the preliminary site 
inspection will be scheduled (optional for rain barrels, and trees, depending on the site). 


• For rain gardens, turf conversions (conservation landscapes), permeable paver retrofit 
projects, pavement removal and tree plantings, you must contact MISS UTILITY and have the 
project area marked prior to site inspection. 


• Upon verification of eligibility and approval notification from RainScapes, you may begin your 
project.   


 
STEP 3 – After You Finish the Project 


• Call or email the Department of Environmental Protection RainScapes Rewards Staff to 
schedule a final inspection.  Inspections will generally be scheduled within 10 business days. 
The email box: rainscapes.application@montgomerycountymd.gov is the preferred email 
address to use for Rebate application correspondence. 


• At the final inspection, correct installation of the project will be verified, and the project area will 
be photographed. 


• Itemized receipts and/or final invoice for all project costs are required.  Photocopies are 
acceptable. 


• A signed copy of the property owner agreement must be submitted. Original signatures 
are required. This document will be provided to you at the time of your application 
approval notice. 


• You will need to provide the department with an income tax ID# so that the county can issue 
you a check. 


• If all project requirements are met, the rebate will be approved for payment, and a check will 
be issued by the County Department of Finance within three to six weeks of submitting the 
final documentation. 
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THANK YOU! 


 
THANK YOU for your interest and participation in the RainScapes 
Program! 
 
Below are examples of rain barrels to give you some ideas! 
 


  
This is an 80 gallon rain barrel with a 
seasonal diverter for winter and summer. 


Linked barrels. This would be an example of 
120 gallons.  
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Montgomery County 
RainScapes Rewards Rebate Application 
 Water Harvesting: Rain Barrel  
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1. Contact Information (so that we may contact you if there are any questions) 
Name/Property Owner(s)     (please print) 


 
Authorized contact person if other than Property Owner     (please print) 


 
Phone Email    


 
Address 


 
City, State, Zipcode 


 
Property Address (if not same as above) 


 
Property Tax ID #  (to find property Tax ID #: http://sdatcert3.resiusa.org/rp_rewrite/ ) 


 
 
2. Project Information 
 


Check One ( ) Building Type Maximum Rebate 


 Town Home Residential $100 – must capture minimum of 100 gallons 


 Single Home Residential $200 – must capture minimum of 200 gallons 


 Commercial, Institutional, Multi-family $200 – must capture minimum of 200 gallons 
 
 


Is this building part of a HOA?   Yes       No 


If yes, has the HOA approved the project? Yes No   If so, please attach documentation of HOA approval. 
 
ATTENTION!  Before you proceed further with this application, you must fill out the REQUIRED 
Water Harvesting survey located at http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/GRT25GW,  
 


 
 


Describe the physical location of rain barrel(s) (e.g., back of house on the right, front of house on the left, etc.) 
 


How many barrels will you hook up? 
 
Are these stand alone barrels or are they to be linked together?   
 


3. Project Site Photos (Photos taken before any work is done)  


Please attach, either digitally or indicate that you are sending printed copy, photos (max 6) of the project 
site BEFORE any work has been done.  (Low resolution/web format) 
Email them to: RainScapes.application@montgomerycountymd.gov or  
mail to: RainScapes Rewards, 255 Rockville Pike, Suite 120, Rockville, MD 20850   
 


4. Sizing and Dimensions   
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A. Roof Drainage Area to Rain Barrel(s)  
(If more than one location, list each area which is draining to each barrel) (REQUIRED!) 
 


 Measure Drainage Area  
1. How big is your total roof (Total square feet) (Total Square Feet) 


 
2. How big is the area of roof draining to the barrel(s) (square feet) (Stand on the 


ground to measure the length and width of your roof – do not measure your slope of the 
roof) (Google maps has a good measuring tool) 


(Square Feet) 


3. Divide the drainage area (2) by the total area (1) to calculate the percent of the 
roof runoff being directed to a rain barrel. 


(Percent) 
 


Sections B – D are for informational purposes.  You may change the specifications when you install 
your rain barrel(s) as long as they still meet all design criteria. (See attached Criteria & Guidelines) 
B. Size (gal) and Make of Rain Barrels 
Size 


 
Brand/Make 


 
Where will you obtain your rain barrel(s)? 
 


C. What type and brand of diverter will be used? 
 
 
D. Drainage issues 


           1.   Where does your roof leader (downspout) currently drain? 


 a. Onto the grass 
 b. Onto the driveway 
 c. Underground and piped to the street (if c, then reconnect the drainage overflow to the downspout) 
 d.  Don’t know         


           


2. Have you ever experienced basement flooding or does your sump pump run regularly?  
      Yes, please explain ________________________________________________________  


              No      Not Applicable  


5. Installation  Do-It-Yourself  Contractor   
 
If you are using a contractor, please provide the following information: 
Contractor/Group Name: 
 
Address: 
 
Contractor/Installer Signature                                                 Date Signed 


 
Contractor/Installer Phone Email 


 
6. Project Cost    NOTE:  Actual receipts must be submitted when the final rebate request is filed. 
 


Estimated Total Project Cost        
                                                     


 


Amount of Rebate Requested 


 


I agree to allow reasonable access to the RainScapes project 
site for periodic public tours organized by DEP. YES      NO 


 


Go to  http://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/dectmpl.asp?url=/content/dep/water/rainrebate.asp#apply  
and read the RainScapes Rewards rebate program requirements. 


 


I have read and agree with all RainScapes Rewards rebate program requirements. 
  


 
 


 


If you have a digital signature, sign here 
 
 


 Date 


If you do not have a signature, check box and type name here Date 
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 Please mail the completed application with required information. 
 DO NOT Proceed with your project until you receive approval from the 


Department of Environmental Protection RainScapes Rewards program. 
 


 


The mailing address is: 
          Montgomery County Department of Environmental Protection 
          RainScapes Rewards Rebate Program 
          255 Rockville Pike, Suite 120 
          Rockville, MD 20850 


 


If you have any questions, please contact Ann English, RainScapes Planner: 
E-mail: Rainscapes.application@montgomerycountymd.gov 


 
 
 
 


Design Criteria and Guidelines for Project Eligibility  
rev. 1/10, 7/10 


*** These guidelines and criteria will be periodically updated to ensure currency with the latest technical 
information and best practices – please verify that you have the latest version! ***  


 
Rain Barrel Design Criteria 
 


• Minimum barrel size: 50 gallons 
 
• Secure lid and screen for safety and mosquito control 
 
• Overflow drainage outlet 
 
• Water spigot on barrel to attach hose for releasing water 
 
• Positive drainage away from foundation 
 
• Solid, level support base 


 
 
Resources 
•  http://www.mapc.org/regional_planning/LID/cisterns_barrels.html 


 
• Page 8, http://permittingservices.montgomerycountymd.gov/permitting/pdf/ControlOfWaterRunoffOnSmallLots.pdf 


 
• Rain Barrel Fact sheet 


    http://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/content/dep/donwloads/rainbarrelinstructions.pdf 
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