[image: ] RainScapes For Schools- Project Application
	School Name:
	

	School Address:

	

	School office #:
	

	Principal name
	

	Principal contact info (indicate both but show preference):
	___ Email:
___ Phone:                                      

	Teacher  name(s)
	

	Teacher contact info 
	___ Email:
___ Phone:                                      

	
	___ Email:
___ Phone:                                      

	Volunteer name (s)
	

	Volunteer (name/contact) (indicate contacts :
	___ Email 
___ Phone:    
                                  
___ Email:
___ Phone:                                      


 (
I support this project (indicate primary contact for project with * by name )
Principal signature: _______________________________ 
Teacher  signature: _______________________________
 
Volunteer (or organization rep) signature: _____________________ 
)




Time period to install the project (note planned/desired season/start date): __________________ 
RS for Schools Project type:
Rain Garden _____
Conservation Landscape _____
Canopy Tree Planting _____
Proposed project location (show small map and indicate location on property, provide location description: 





For all projects:
1. Applications for Spring Projects should be submitted to RainScapes by December 15th in order for RS to conduct its review prior to MCPS; if the project is already approved by MCPS, then you can submit for Spring projects until February 15th.  Projects for Fall installation  should  be submitted to RainScapes by February 15thth in order for RS to conduct its review prior to the MCPS deadline; if the project is already approved by MCPS, projects may be submitted to RS until August 15th for Fall installation. Use the  MCPS Facilities Project Request Form to submit to MCPS for approval. Note: MCPS Div. Constructions does not review applications between March 15th and Sept. 15th . For MCPS procedures, consult the  MCPS Garden Templates   website. 
2. Conduct a site assessment walk per the site assessment form and submit results with this application (for information see RainScapes Manuals )
3. Submit a list of materials needed to complete the project.  RainScapes will provide materials (plants, soil, mulch, soil amendments) and can provide limited labor support. Total value of  project support from RainScapes  will typically not exceed $5000/ school site.  In addition to materials, RainScapes can provide information on a variety of curriculum topics such as: habitat, stormwater and watershed health as well as green job opportunities.
4. All projects require a planting plan and a plant list. The plan should show where the project is to be located and should be drawn to a measurable scale such as ¼”=1’ or 1” = 10 feet.   See sketch of the parts of a planting plan :  












5. Plant lists should be submitted in spreadsheet or chart format (see information required in example below):
	Quantity
	Plan Code (if Applicable)
	Common Name
	Botanical Name
	spacing
	Planting size
	Plant attributes: bloom time, color,sun/ shade, moisture/ soils, mature height
	Comments/ placement/ Seasons of visual interest
	Online reference



6. Detail who will be doing the work and identify ongoing contact for the project
7. Submit application to:
RainScapes for Schools
Montgomery County Department of Environmental Protection
255 Rockville Pike, Suite 120
Rockville, MD 20850
Attn: Ann English  

Email: rainscapes@montgomerycountymd.gov



Project specific questions (answer questions for your project type)
Rain Garden: 
Rain Gardens help reduce the volume of water that would otherwise enter our streams hot, dirty and fast through the storm drain system. They catch the water close to where it falls on the ground and slow it down so it can soak into the ground. Rain Gardens also provide seasonal beauty that is rich with learning opportunities related.
To do a rain garden project, you must measure the impervious area (roof, sidewalk, driveway, patio) that is directing water towards the area where you want to install your project. You must also do a perk test (follow the procedure outlined in the RainScapes Rain garden manual) to determine if the site is suitable.  If the site is suitable, submit your application. The RainScapes for Schools program will provide plants, soil, and mulch and may, depending on the project, be able to assist with paying for a county contractor to help prepare the site for the project.
1. Why do you want to plant a rain garden (name the specific site issue you are trying to solve and curriculum elements that this project will support) ?

2. List your perk test results: (for instructions, see RainScapes Manuals )
a. Perk test result  (
i. drains empty in ____ hours the first time; 
ii. drains empty in  ______ hours the second time, conducted within 12 hours of the first drain time)
3. What is the square feet of impervious area (roof, sidewalk, parking lot) that is draining to the proposed rain garden area? ________
4. How much water do you plan to try to catch (see chart in Rain Garden Module )? _____ inches
5. Using the sizing chart for one foot of planting media, how big does your rain garden need to be (square feet) _______?
6. Do you have a non-impervious drainage area is contributing water to the proposed rain garden location (Square feet of non-impervious area)? _______ (yes, no – if yes, consult with RainScapes staff on adjusting rain garden size)
7. Will you use a planting design template? _______ (if yes, submit a copy; if no, then submit that planting design for review and approval Rain Garden Designs )
8. Describe your work plan for installation

9. Describe your plan for establishment and maintenance (use the back) see also:MCPS Garden Templates    


Conservation Landscape: 
Conservation landscapes help catch the water close to where it falls on the ground and slow it down so it can soak into the ground. Conservation landscapes are beneficial for the environment by supporting pollinator habitat, reducing mowing area needs (improves air quality) and providing seasonal beauty that is rich with learning opportunities (for information on the value of conservation landscapes, please see: Conservation Landscapes ).
1. Why do you want to plant a conservation landscape (circle all that apply)
a. Reduce erosion
b. Slow down  stormwater 
c. provide habitat, 
d. provide materials to meet curriculum elements (name examples that this project will support)  
e. other (please specify) ______________________________________
________________________________________________________  

2. Is there impervious area (IA)(roof, sidewalk, parking lot) that is draining to the proposed conservation landscape area?
a. yes (if yes, indicate square feet of IA and type)
b. no  
3. What is the size of the area in square feet that you would like to plant that is currently grass or invasive species?______ sf
4. Do you have a non-impervious drainage area (DA) is contributing water to the proposed conservation landscape location (Square feet of non-impervious DA)? 
a. Yes (if yes, indicate square feet of DA and type)
b. No _______  
5. Will you use a planting design template? 
a. Yes (if yes, submit a copy of the template)
b. No  ( submit your planting design for review and approval)   Links: MCPS Garden Templates     or     Garden templates  (rain garden templates that can be adapted to be conservation landscapes) )
6. Describe your work plan for installation (use the back or a separate sheet)


7. Describe your plan for establishment and maintenance (consult MCPS Garden Templates   )


Canopy Tree Planting:  
Canopy trees provide shade that cools the environment and  help catch the water as it falls from the sky in their leaves and branches. Canopy trees are beneficial for the environment by providing shade, and providing seasonal beauty that is rich with learning opportunities. Healthy forests with the trees, shrubs and forest floor layers are one of the best ways to protect our streams and water quality. For information on canopy trees, see: RainScapes Manuals.
1. Why do you want to plant canopy trees (circle all that apply)
a. Add shade
b. Studying trees (list grade/subject)
c. Memorial
d. Add habitat
e. Runoff reduction
f. Other )__________________ 
2. Is there impervious area (IA)(roof, sidewalk, parking lot) that is draining to the proposed tree planting area? 
a. Yes (if yes, indicate square feet of IA and type(roof, parking lot, sidewalk, other (list))
b. No 
3. Will the trees shade impervious areas?
a. Yes (if yes, indicate square feet of IA)
b. No
4. Do you have a non-impervious drainage area is contributing water to the proposed tree planting location (ie grass, mulched area) (Square feet of non-impervious area)? 
a. Yes (indicate square feet)
b. No   
5. Describe how you will determine where to plant trees?  Links:  Tree Canopy information  &  Tree Care  



6. Describe your work plan for installation

7. Describe your plan for maintenance (consult the MCPS Garden Templates   )
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Parts of a Planting Design Plan


include overall square feet


One method is to
draw a "blob" to
show a grouping of
the same species
of plants and
indicate the
number


Another method is
to draw the
individual plants
and connect them
with a line.


If possible, show in
relation to a
structure and
indicate distance
from the structure.


We need a graphic
scale that shows
the distance/ inch
--since the designs
are often times re-
sized.


If using a berm
please detail the
height of the berm


Include a north
arrow. Google
maps can help with
this.


This scale doesn't
work since we
sometimes re-size
the designs when
we save them to
files; use a graphic
scale


this is a good label
but also include the
graphic scale as
shown






image1.emf

image2.jpeg




