
FOREST CONSERVATON: 
Programs and Goals 
Montgomery County Forest 

Conservation Program 
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Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission 



Forest Trends in Montgomery County 

1951 

2008 



Much of 
Montgomery 

County’s Forest 
Cover is in Public 

Ownership 
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Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission 

Forest Conservation as Part of Master Planning 



Forest Conservation Law 

• Long-term forest 
conservation 

• Minimized forest loss 
due to development 

• Mitigation for forest loss 

• Reforestation fund 
establishment 

• Focused approach 
toward County forest 
conservation    
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Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission 



Forest Conservation Plans 

Exemptions 
2709 

Closed 

1269 Files 

Under  

Review 

275 

 Files 

Active 

610Files 
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Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission 



Highest Priority Forest Retention 
Areas 

• Forest and trees in sensitive areas (stream buffers, 
wetlands and buffers, 100-yr floodplains, steep slopes, and critical 
habitats) 

• Contiguous forest connecting most vegetated 
tracts within and adjacent to the site 

• Forest designated in master or functional plans 
(high structural & species diversity, few invasives, very 
good overall health, significant amount of forest interior 
habitat) 

• Individual specimen, champion or historic trees 
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Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission 







Long-term Protection 

• Category I Conservation Easements – 
retention, reforestation and afforestation 
areas 

 

• Category II Conservation Easements – 
individual trees, tree stands, and 
landscape areas 



Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission 

Forest Conservation 
Easements 

10,300 acres 

              

        



 

 



Easement Compliance 



Forest Conservation Program Data 

180 ac/year 
 
100 ac/year 



Forest Conservation Program Data 



Forest Gains and Losses 
1994 1994-1995 1994-1996 1994-1997 1994-1998 1994-1999 1994-2000 1994-2001 1994-2002 1994-2003 1994-2004 1994-2005 1994-2006 1994-2007 1994-2008 1994-2009 1994-2010 1994-2011 1994-2012 

Forest Retained 
Banks Retained 

Banks Planted 
Forest Cleared 
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Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission 

Offsite Reforestation Priorities  

    Unforested Priority Areas (same watershed; then 
anywhere  in County) 

    Protect Existing Forest Areas (2:1 for each acre 
required) 

    Landscape/Streetscape Urban Centers 

    Fee in Lieu 

    Mitigation Banks 
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Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission 



2014 Canopy Cover Update  

2009 Canopy Cover 

50% 



• 551 coupons used in FY2011 

• 587 coupons used in FY2012 

• 806 coupons used in FY2013 

• 256 coupons used in FY2014 



Urban Tree Planting 



Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission 

Shades of Green 

Wheaton 



Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission 

Bethesda’s Urban Canopy 



Reddy Branch Stream Valley Park 



Rock Creek Stream Valley Park 



Watts Branch Stream Valley Park 



Rachel Carson Conservation Park 



  
Oak Ridge Conservation Park 



Volunteer Program 

Volunteer Events 

Fiscal 

Year 
Events Participants 

Total 

Hours 
Cost 

2010 2 24 72 0 

2011 5 61 183 $1,353.10 

2012 5 89 167 $2,642.98 

2013 6 134 377 $1,678.87 

2014 5 106 268 $2,322.78 

    

Average 5 98 249 $1,999.43 
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Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission 


