
 2012 Parking Benchmarks 

 
Annual Benchmark Study 

 
In 2008, The MCDOT Parking Planning division conducted the first parking benchmark study 
which showed MCDOT parking in comparison to jurisdictions nationwide. Since then, the 
National Parking Association (NPA) has conducted an annual survey which provides a 
comprehensive snapshot of the parking industry’s rates. The NPA has been serving the parking 
industry since 1951 and has been servicing public and private entities from valets to 
municipalities and from universities to restaurants.   
 
In order to determine reasonable parking rates, MCDOT evaluates benchmarks on a national and 
local scale for surface parking lots and garages that are open to public parkers. 
 
The 2010 NPA report gathers the following data summarized below (which may vary from year 
to year): 
 

• First hour weekday daytime rate 

• Maximum weekday rate up to 12 hours and 12-24 hours 

• Maximum weekend rate 

• Monthly rate for unreserved spaces 
 

 

2010 First Hour National Benchmarks

Statistics  2.00  2.00  3.18  15.67  0.25 

Median Mode Average High Low

  
 
For 2010, the highest and second highest average first hour weekday parking rate in was $15.67 in New 
York City and $12.43 in Chicago respectively. Several jurisdictions such as Rome, GA; Evanston, Il; 
Ithaca, NY and Modesto CA do not charge for the first hour of parking. Among Maryland area 
jurisdictions, parking rates within PLD’s are below the $2.00 median for all jurisdictions surveyed.  
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2010 First Hour Weekday Daytime 

Parking Rates
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First hour parking rates range from $.25 in Montgomery Hills  to $12.43 in Chicago.  Among 
local comparisons, the PLD’s charge less than 25% of the average rates charged by private 
facilities while charging approximately 7% of Chicago’s $12.43 and 11% of Washington DC’s 
$7.63. 

 

2010 Up to 12 Hours
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 2012 Parking Benchmarks 

Parking rates for up to 12 hours reach $26.10 San Francisco, while Boston, New York, Boulder 
round out the higher rates at  $23.25, $23.17, and $22.50 respectively.  Regionally, Baltimore 
charges $16.55 while Washington DC costs are  $15.26.  The Bethesda 12 hour rates are roughly 
56.5% less than the combined average of DC and Baltimore at $9.00. In Silver Spring, the rate is 
$7.20 or 27.59% of the rates in San Francisco. The maximum daily rates in the nationwide 
survey range from $1.50 to $55. Bethesda charges a maximum of $11.25 per day. In Silver 
Spring the maximum per day charge is $8. 
 

2010 Daily Max Rates 12-24 Hours

5
5
.0

0
3
2
.5

0
3
2
.0

9
3
1
.1

7
3
0
.0

0
2
9
.7

5

2
7
.5

0
2
6
.0

0
2
5
.0

0
2
4
.7

5
2
4
.6

3
2
4
.0

0
2
4
.0

0

2
2
.3

0
2
2
.2

5
2
2
.2

3
2
0
.3

2
2
0
.0

0
1
9
.7

5
1
9
.6

9
1
9
.0

0
1
9
.0

0
1
8
.7

0
1
8
.5

0
1
8
.2

5
1
8
.0

0
1
8
.0

0
1
8
.0

0
1
8
.0

0
1
8
.0

0
1
7
.6

0
1
7
.2

5
1
6
.0

0
1
6
.0

0
1
6
.0

0
1
6
.0

0
1
5
.7

5
1
5
.5

0
1
5
.0

0
1
5
.0

0
1
4
.7

5
1
4
.0

0
1
4
.0

0
1
3
.8

4
1
3
.5

0
1
3
.2

0
1
3
.0

0
1
3
.0

0
1
2
.6

8

1
2
.3

8
1
2
.1

0
1
2
.0

0
1
2
.0

0
1
2
.0

0
1
1
.6

7
1
1
.5

0
1
1
.5

0

1
0
.0

0
1
0
.0

0
1
0
.0

0

9
.7

5
9
.5

7
9
.1

3
9
.0

0
8
.7

5
8
.6

7
8
.5

0
8
.5

0
8
.5

0
8
.5

0
8
.5

0
8
.0

0
8
.0

0
8
.0

0
8
.0

0
8
.0

0
8
.0

0

7
.5

0

7
.0

0
7
.0

0

6
.7

5
6
.7

5
6
.7

5
6
.5

0
6
.5

0
6
.0

0
6
.0

0
6
.0

0
6
.0

0
5
.5

0
5
.5

0

5
.0

0
5
.0

0

4
.2

5
4
.0

0
4
.0

0
4
.0

0

2
.0

0
1
.5

0

S
ilv

e
r 
S

p
ri
n
g
 P

L
D

, 
 7

.2
0
 

M
o
n
tg

o
m

e
ry

 H
ill
s
 P

L
D

, 
 2

.2
5
 

W
h
e
a
to

n
 P

L
D

, 
 4

.5
0
 

5
.0

0

7
.5

0

S
ilv

e
rS

p
ri
n
g
 P

ri
v
a
te

, 
 8

.0
0
 

B
e
th

e
s
d
a
 P

ri
v
a
te

, 
 1

0
.0

0
 

B
e
th

e
s
d
a
 P

L
D

, 
 1

1
.2

5
 

7
.8

8

1
2
.5

9

2
3
.7

3

2
7
.8

3

7
.0

0

B
o
u
ld

e
r 
C

O
B

e
rk

e
le

y
 C

A
S

a
n
 F

ra
n
c
is

c
o
 C

A
N

e
w

 Y
o
rk

 N
Y

O
rl
a
n
d
o
 F

L
S

p
ri
n
g
fi
e
ld

 M
A

C
h
ic

a
g
o
 I
L

C
h
a
rl
o
tt
e
 N

C
S

a
n
 D

ie
g
o
 C

A
N

e
w

a
rk

 N
J

B
o
s
to

n
 M

A
P
h
ila

d
e
lp

h
ia

 P
A

A
n
c
h
o
ra

g
e
 A

K
S

a
n
ta

M
o
n
ic

a
 C

A
S

e
a
tt
le

 W
A

C
h
a
p
e
l 
H

ill
 N

C
S
a
c
ra

m
e
n
to

 C
A

V
a
n
c
o
u
v
e
r 
B
C

W
a
s
h
in

g
to

n
 D

C
G

ra
n
d
 R

a
p
id

s
 M

I
P
h
o
e
n
ix

 A
Z

L
o
s
 A

n
g
e
le

s
 C

A
E

liz
a
b
e
th

 N
J

Ir
vi

n
e
 C

A
B

a
lt
im

o
re

 M
D

P
o
rt
la

n
d
 M

E
S

a
n
 A

n
to

n
io

 T
X

C
h
a
rl
e
s
to

n
 S

C
M

ia
m

i 
F
L

N
e
w

 R
o
c
h
e
lle

 N
Y

P
it
ts

b
u
rg

h
 P

A
S

a
n
ta

 C
la

ra
 C

A
M

a
d
is

o
n
 W

I
N

e
w

 H
a
ve

n
 C

T
A

lb
a
n
y
 N

Y
B

e
lle

v
u
e
 W

A
S

a
n
ta

 A
n
a
 C

A
S
ta

te
 C

o
lle

g
e
 P

A
S

p
ri
n
g
fi
e
ld

 M
N

O
a
k
la

n
d
 C

A
In

d
ia

n
a
p
o
lis

 I
N

S
a
n
 J

u
a
n
 P

R
M

in
n
e
a
p
o
lis

 M
N

M
o
n
te

re
y
 C

A
S

t.
 P

a
u
l 
M

N
S

a
lt
 L

a
k
e
 C

ity
 U

T
D

e
tr
o
it
 M

I
A

n
n
 A

rb
o
r 
M

I
E
v
a
n
s
to

n
 I
L

L
a
s
 V

e
g
a
s
 N

V
S

a
le

m
 M

A
S
t.
L
o
u
is

 M
O

D
e
n
v
e
r 
C

O
A

tl
a
n
ta

 G
A

A
u
s
ti
n
 T

X
D

e
s
 M

o
in

e
s
 I
A

S
a
n
 J

o
s
e
 C

A
M

ilw
a
u
k
e
e
 W

I
B

o
ze

m
a
n
 M

T
R

e
a
d
in

g
 P

A
B

e
th

e
s
d
a
 P

L
D

G
a
lv

e
s
to

n
 T

X
It
h
a
c
a
 N

Y
T
o
w

s
o
n
 M

D
B

e
th

e
s
d
a
 P

ri
v
a
te

R
o
c
h
e
s
te

r 
N

Y
N

e
w

 O
rl
e
a
n
s
 L

A
B

u
ff
a
lo

 N
Y

C
in

c
in

n
a
ti
 O

H
C

le
v
e
la

n
d
 O

H
W

ilm
in

g
to

n
 D

E
A

k
ro

n
 O

H
C

o
lu

m
b
u
s
 O

H
H

o
u
s
to

n
 T

X
K

a
n
s
a
s
 C

it
y 

M
O

W
ic

h
it
a
 K

S
A

s
h
e
v
ill

e
 N

C
D

a
lla

s
 T

X
L
e
x
in

g
to

n
 K

Y
M

o
rg

a
n
to

w
n
 W

V
R

iv
e
rs

id
e
 C

A
T
o
le

d
o
 O

H
S
ilv

e
rS

p
ri
n
g
 P

ri
v
a
te

P
o
rt
s
m

o
u
th

 N
H

S
h
re

v
e
p
o
rt
 L

A
P
ly

m
o
u
th

 M
A

S
ilv

e
r 
S

p
ri
n
g
 P

L
D

B
o
is

e
 I
D

S
p
o
k
a
n
e
 W

A
W

e
s
tH

a
rt
fo

rd
 C

T
C

o
lo

ra
d
o
 S

p
ri
n
g
s 

C
O

N
. 
N

e
w

 J
e
rs

e
y
 N

J
R

ic
h
m

o
n
d
 V

A
O

k
la

h
o
m

a
 C

it
y
 O

K
S

io
u
x
 C

it
y
 I
A

B
e
th

le
h
e
m

 P
A

E
ri
e
 P

A
G

le
n
d
a
le

 C
A

S
y
ra

c
u
s
e
 N

Y
S

p
ri
n
g
fi
e
ld

 M
O

T
u
c
s
o
n
 A

Z
P
ri
n
c
e
 G

e
o
rg

e
's

 M
D

P
ri
n
c
e
to

n
 J

c
t.
 N

J
U

rb
a
n
a
 I
L

W
h
e
a
to

n
 P

L
D

J
e
ff
e
rs

o
n
 C

it
y 

M
O

C
a
n
to

n
 O

H
C

a
n
to

n
 P

A
R

o
a
n
o
k
e
 V

A
M

o
n
tg

o
m

e
ry

 H
ill

s
D

e
c
a
tu

r 
IL

R
a
c
in

e
 W

I

 
 
 
 



 2012 Parking Benchmarks 

Monthly Rates 2010

3
6
9
.0

0

2
7
3
.5

0
2
7
1
.5

0
2
6
6
.0

0
2
4
8
.0

0
2
3
3
.5

0
2
0
9
.5

0
1
9
5
.0

0
1
9
0
.0

0
1
8
2
.5

0
1
8
0
.0

0
1
7
8
.5

0
1
7
8
.0

0
1
6
6
.0

0

1
5
4
.0

0
1
4
3
.0

0
1
4
0
.0

0

1
3
8
.0

0
1
3
4
.0

0
1
3
0
.5

0
1
2
8
.5

0
1
2
2
.0

0
1
2
0
.0

0
1
2
0
.0

0
1
1
7
.5

0
1
1
7
.0

0
1
1
6
.5

0
1
1
4
.5

0

1
0
5
.0

0
1
0
2
.5

0
1
0
2
.5

0
1
0
0
.0

0
9
8
.5

0
9
7
.5

0
9
5
.5

0

9
5
.0

0
9
0
.5

0
9
0
.0

0
9
0
.0

0
8
9
.5

0
8
8
.5

0
8
8
.0

0
8
7
.5

0
8
6
.0

0
8
5
.0

0
8
5
.0

0
8
5
.0

0
8
5
.0

0
8
4
.0

0
8
2
.5

0
7
7
.5

0
7
5
.5

0
7
5
.0

0
7
1
.5

0

6
6
.0

0
6
5
.0

0
6
4
.0

0
6
4
.0

0
6
4
.0

0
6
2
.5

0
6
0
.5

0

6
0
.0

0
5
7
.5

0
5
6
.0

0
5
5
.0

0
5
5
.0

0
5
5
.0

0
5
2
.5

0
5
1
.0

0
5
0
.5

0
5
0
.0

0
5
0
.0

0
5
0
.0

0

4
7
.5

0
4
5
.0

0
4
5
.0

0

4
5
.0

0
4
2
.5

0
4
2
.5

0
4
2
.5

0
4
2
.5

0
4
2
.5

0
3
8
.0

0
3
5
.0

0
3
4
.5

0
2
5
.0

0
2
5
.0

0
2
1
.0

0
1
5
.0

0

B
e
th

e
s
d
a
 P

L
D

, 
 1

4
0
.0

0
 

W
h
e
a
to

n
 P

L
D

, 
 9

5
.0

0
 

S
ilv

e
r 
S

p
ri
n
g
 P

L
D

, 
 1

1
3
.0

0
 

M
o
n
tg

o
m

e
ry

 H
ill

s
 P

L
D

, 
 4

5
.0

0
 

7
1
.0

0

6
0
.0

0

4
9
.0

0

1
5
6
.5

0

3
4
8
.0

0
N

e
w

 Y
o
rk

 N
Y

B
o
s
to

n
 M

A
S

a
n
 F

ra
n
c
is

c
o
 C

A
P

h
ila

d
e
lp

h
ia

 P
A

P
it
ts

b
u
rg

h
 P

A
C

h
ic

a
g
o
 I
L

S
e
a
tt
le

 W
A

V
a
n
c
o
u
v
e
r 
B

C
S

a
n
 D

ie
g
o
 C

A
D

e
tr
o
it
 M

I
N

e
w

a
rk

 N
J

O
rl
a
n
d
o
 F

L
B

a
lt
im

o
re

 M
D

W
a
s
h
in

g
to

n
 D

C
L
o
s
 A

n
g
e
le

s
 C

A
M

a
d
is

o
n
 W

I
M

in
n
e
a
p
o
lis

 M
N

C
le

v
e
la

n
d
 O

H
N

. 
N

e
w

 J
e
rs

e
y
 N

J
B

e
th

e
s
d
a
 P

L
D

S
a
c
ra

m
e
n
to

 C
A

D
e
n
v
e
r 
C

O
S

t.
 P

a
u
l 
M

N
O

a
k
la

n
d
 C

A
C

o
lu

m
b
u
s
 O

H
P

o
rt
la

n
d
 M

E
D

a
lla

s
 T

X
W

ilm
in

g
to

n
 D

E
A

rl
in

g
to

n
, 
V

A
C

in
c
in

n
a
ti
 O

H
H

o
u
s
to

n
 T

X
S

ilv
e
r 
S

p
ri
n
g
 P

L
D

D
e
s
 M

o
in

e
s
 I
A

S
a
n
ta

M
o
n
ic

a
 C

A
In

d
ia

n
a
p
o
lis

 I
N

C
h
a
rl
o
tt
e
 N

C
M

ilw
a
u
k
e
e
 W

I
L
a
s
 V

e
g
a
s
 N

V
T
o
w

s
o
n
 M

D
W

h
e
a
to

n
 P

L
D

S
p
o
k
a
n
e
 W

A
M

ia
m

i 
F
L

S
p
ri
n
g
fi
e
ld

 M
A

F
re

d
e
ri
c
k
 M

D
O

k
la

h
o
m

a
 C

it
y
 O

K
N

e
w

 H
a
v
e
n
 C

T
B

o
u
ld

e
r 
C

O
S

ta
te

 C
o
lle

g
e
 P

A
R

e
a
d
in

g
 P

A
S

a
n
 J

o
s
e
 C

A
N

e
w

 O
rl
e
a
n
s
 L

A
E

liz
a
b
e
th

 N
J

C
h
a
p
e
l 
H

ill
 N

C
G

ra
n
d
 R

a
p
id

s
 M

I
B

u
ff
a
lo

 N
Y

K
a
n
s
a
s
 C

it
y
 M

O
R

ic
h
m

o
n
d
 V

A
P

o
rt
s
m

o
u
th

 N
H

R
o
c
h
e
s
te

r 
N

Y
S

t.
L
o
u
is

 M
O

M
o
d
e
s
to

 C
A

S
h
re

v
e
p
o
rt
 L

A
S

a
lt
 L

a
k
e
 C

it
y
 U

T
P

h
o
e
n
ix

 A
Z

B
o
is

e
 I
D

S
p
ri
n
g
fi
e
ld

 M
N

T
o
le

d
o
 O

H
T
u
c
s
o
n
 A

Z
S

y
ra

c
u
s
e
 N

Y
L
e
x
in

g
to

n
 K

Y
F
a
rg

o
 N

D
M

id
d
le

to
w

n
 C

T
C

o
lo

ra
d
o
 S

p
ri
n
g
s
 C

O
C

a
n
to

n
 O

H
R

o
a
n
o
k
e
 V

A
N

e
w

 R
o
c
h
e
lle

 N
Y

It
h
a
c
a
 N

Y
S

a
n
 A

n
to

n
io

 T
X

R
iv

e
rs

id
e
 C

A
J
e
ff
e
rs

o
n
 C

it
y
 M

O
M

o
n
te

re
y
 C

A
A

k
ro

n
 O

H
U

rb
a
n
a
 I
L

M
o
rg

a
n
to

w
n
 W

V
M

o
n
tg

o
m

e
ry

 H
ill

s
 P

L
D

G
le

n
d
a
le

 C
A

S
p
ri
n
g
fi
e
ld

 M
O

S
io

u
x
 C

it
y
 I
A

S
a
le

m
 M

A
G

a
lv

e
s
to

n
 T

X
C

a
n
to

n
 P

A
J
a
m

e
s
to

w
n
 N

Y
B

o
z
e
m

a
n
 M

T
E

ri
e
 P

A
W

ic
h
it
a
 K

S
H

o
n
o
lu

lu
 H

I
R

o
m

e
 G

A
D

e
c
a
tu

r 
IL

 
 
 

$0.00

$1.00

$2.00

$3.00

$4.00

$5.00

$6.00

$7.00

$8.00

$9.00

Montgomery

Hills

Bethesda Wheaton Silver

Spring

1st Hour 08

1st Hour 2010

On Street 08

On Street 10

12 Hour 08

12 Hour 2010

1st Hour, On Street, and 12 Hour Rate Comparison

The most notable rate changes occurring from 2008 to 2010 were those in Bethesda. The average 
1st hour rates 12 hour and highest on street rates were increased. When compared to the national 
scale, these rates remain in the bottom 50% of all jurisdictions surveyed. 


