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This resolution, sponsored by Lead Sponsors COllllcilmembers Berliner, EIrich, and 
Riemer and Co-Sponsors Leventhal, Navarro, Floreen, Rice, Katz, and Hucker, adopts the Vision 
Zero policy in Montgomery COllllty and calls on the Executive to develop a departmental 
working group to adopt a Vision Zero Action Plan by October 1, 2016, with input from the 
public and the COllllty'S Pedestrian, Bicycle, and Traffic Safety Advisory Committee. The 
resolution further requests that the State of Maryland adopt Vision Zero, as welL 
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----------------Resolution No.: 
Introduced: 
Adopted: 

COUNTY COUNCIL 
FOR MONTGOMERY COUNTY, MARYLAND 

Lead Sponsors: Councilmembers. Berliner, Elrioh, and Riemer 

Co-Sponsors: Councilmembers Leventhal, Navarro, Floreen, Rice, Katz, and Hucker 


SUBJECT: 	 Resolution to adopt Vision Zero in Montgomery County and urge the State of 
Maryland to also adopt Vision Zero 

Background 

1. 	 Road safety is a top public safety issue in Montgomery County. Every year, there are a 
significant number ofcrashes resulting in serious and fatal injuries to drivers, passengers, 
pedestrians, and bicyclists. In 2014 alone, the last year for which complete data is 
available, 74 pedestrians suffered severe injuries in crashes, with nine ofthem 
succumbing to their injuries. Just in the past three months, at least four pedestrians and 
bicycHsts have been killed on the roads, . 

2. 	 Montgomery County has taken previous diligent steps to address road safety issues. In 
2002, County Executive Duncan convened a Blue Ribbon Task Force on pedestrian 
safety issues. In 2007, County Executive Leggett launched the county's pedestrian safety 
initiative. The Council has subsequently passed legislation to adopt a new urban road 
code and to fund pedestrian safety activities. Despite these efforts, there are still too many 
fatalities on the roads. 

3. 	 Vision Zero is an international movement to put an end to fatal traffic crashes that relies 
on data-driven approaches to improve the engineering ofroads, to conduct targeted 
education and enforcement, and to change laws to improve driver behavior and increase 
penalties for dangerous conduct on the roads. Boston, New York, Los Angeles, and 
Washington, D.C. are among the communities that have fonnally adopted Vision Zero in 
order to reach zero fatalities within the next few decades. 

4. 	 Our County can make a stronger commitment to road safety by adopting a similar 
strategy. Embracing Vision Zero through a comprehensive, multidisciplinary approach 
will lead to safer communities, benefiting all users ofthe road. These calmer, safer streets 
will bring with them stronger senses of community and more vibrant economic centers. 



5. 	 There are changes that will need to happen at the state level to promote safety for county 
residents. While the State ofMaryland has adopted AASHTO's Toward Zero Deaths 
strategy, more must be done. Many crashes happen on state highways maintained by the 
Maryland State Highway Administration. Traffic laws are set at the state level. . 
Montgomery County can, and should, be a leader in advocating for necessary state-level 
changes to improve safety. 

Action 

The County Council for Montgomery County, Maryland approves the following 
resolution: 

The Montgomery County Council adopts Vision Zero. By October 1, 2016, the 
Executive will report to the Council on a Vision Zero Action Plan that includes, but is not 
limited to, (a) a date by which to achieve zero deaths, (b) a set of activities that County 
agencies will take to implement the Action Plan, and (c) a set ofrecommended policy 
changes at the state and local levels. 

The Executive will designate a working group to develop this Action Plan, which 
shall include members of the Police Department, Department ofTransportation, 
Montgomery County Public Schools, Montgomery-National Capital Parks and Planning 
Commission, and the State Highway Administration. The working group will provide 
opportunities for the public to comment on the plan during its development. The working 
group will further submit a draft plan for consideration by the Pedestrian, Bicycle, and 
Traffic Safety Advisory Committee and the general public. 

The Montgomery County Council also calls on the State of Maryland to adopt 
Vision Zero. It plans to work with the Montgomery County Delegation to advance 
necessary legislative changes at the state level to adopt and implement Vision Zero for 
the entire state and our community. 

This is a correct copy of Council action. 

Linda M. Lauer, Clerk ofthe Council 



9 Components of a Strong Vision Zero Commitment 
Based on the experiences ofearly-adopter cities in the United States. these nine components have proven to be 
an effectiv.e high-levelframework for communities considering a Vision Zero commitment. While these are not 
the onlyfactors to consider, they are critical aspects to ensure a strong and lasting commitment to VISion Zero. 

POLITICAL COMMITMENT MULTI-DISCIPLINARY LEADERSHIP 
An official city Vision Zero Taskforce (or Leadership 
Committee) is created and charged with leading the 
planning effort for Vision Zero. The Taskforce should 
include, at a minimum, high-ranking representatives 
from the Office of the Mayor, Police. Transportation 
(or equivalent), and Public Health. Other departments 
to involve include Planning, Fire. Emergency Services. ' 

Public Works, District 
Attorney. Office of Senior 
Selvices. Disability, and 
the School District. 

ACTION PLAN 
Vision Zero Action Plan (or 
Strategy) is created within 1 
year of initial commitment 
and is implemented with clear 

strategies.·owners ofeach 
, • strategy. interim targets, 

~elini:;& performance 

~-=es. 

EQUITY 
City stakeholders commit to both 
an equitable approach to Vision 
Zero by establishing inclusive and 
representative processes, as well 
as equitable outcomes by ensuring 
measurable benchmarks to provide 

safe transportation 
options for all road 
users in all parts of 
the city. 

SYSTEMS-BASED APPROACH 
City leaders commit to and prioritize a systems-based 
approach to Vision Zero - focusing on the built 
environment, systems. and policies that influence 
behavior - as well as adopting messaging that 
emphasizes that these traffic losses are preventable. 

DATA-DRIVEN 
City stakeholders commit to gather. 
analyze, utilize, and share reliable data 
to understand traffic safety issues and 
prioritize resources based on evidence of 
the greatest needs and impact. 

-rRANSPARENCYCOMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
Opportunities are created to invite meaningful The city's process is transparentto city stakeholders 
community engagement. such as select community and the community. including regular 
representation on the Taskforce, broader community updates on the progress on the Action 

input through public meetings or Plan and performance measures. and a 
workshops, online surveys. and other yearly report (at minimum) to the 10ciU 
feedback opportunities. governing board (e.g., City Council). 

For m~re vjsi~ the Vmon Zero Nem:~k at vjsionzeronetwork.~ VISIOM'~ :::t ~T'JlE'WORK 
Questions or Ideas? Contact leah@Vlslonzeronetwork.org. ~ .. . 

mailto:leah@Vlslonzeronetwork.org


VISION ZERO 

DEPARTMENT 01= 

PUBLIC WORKSEY16 FUND 
$156,000

The District's FY16 budget OFFICE OF Side Underrlel. Powwnlion 

DISA1IUTV R1GWTS o..r- on DC Fleet
erected a ViSion Zero 


Fund with $500.000 as 
 ~l00,OOO
VI.lon lJmr •••• 

on initial down p<lym..nt. Dlubil1tyllipb Fell_ 
Agencies aero" the 
District government have 
identifled key funding 
needs in implementing 
this Action Plan, and the 
first year's funding has 
been alloc:oted eccording DISTRICT OF 
to need and priority. COLUMBIA 

PUBLIC SCUOOLS 
$103,000 

Pop-up Bike She"" for 
Youth Sef~....J Educalion 

DlsnlCT DEPARTMENT 

OF TRA1fspORTAnON 


~80,000 
Truck Sefety@ Public Education Pnl&ra.. 

ANC T_portaIion Sef.ty 
u.._.ATtSoNtyGranb 

Weal"HCI safe..tr..a. Whether you 1M>, 
work. or play In the District. you d....rv.. a 
safe trip to and from your destination. We call 
on everyone who travel. on our streets for 
their help 0$ we strive to realize VIsion Zero. 

As a t,..,';"/er of the \'msmnglon' metropolitan region, ,pi"'" to COIItrihuftt to fit. 
~~ lNoIfItondufftyof_.............,n Wh"" troYeIlng In, tq, and 
from \'mshlngtan. o.c. I will intentionally: 

• Know andabide by all the roles of the racd os they apply to walking, biking, and driving, 
• RtJra/n frctn aggres:Ji~ driving, cIi.tracted driving, and impaired cIrlvlng, 
• ProtltCt the ';'ost vulnerable traWtlers by h.ing aI.rt For people wolking. wheeling, and 
'biking. and 

. . •. PriOritize the safety ofmyself and oMers above 01/ else. 

Visit www.dcvlsionzero.com to iake the pledp! 
. - .:!, , 

.1?~"""DDOJDc.a~. .
0- ..;........... '...1. ·~L....
zz: . () .OCYlsle.z.... evzJ:IC . ....... ·OC=-~
iI~~_~;-::."'=..2:". 
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VISION ZERO 

AIMS TO 


TRAVELERS INrnTABlY MAKE; 


MISTAKES R6IlUUlNGIN 


TRAI'I'ICCRASI-IES 
"-DO""'.'NFATALITIliS 

FROM 2010 TO 2014 

.t~67 

PEOPLE IN VEHICLES 

57*~**~ 

PEOPLE WALKING 

tIo~7 

.PI::OPLI:: BIKING 

DIEI) iN CRASHES 

r -.- ...-.~--, 

SERIOUS CRASHES' HAPPEN EVERYWI-IERE IN 1lI1i DISTRICT, 
in every ward,. an nearly every at......t. The ~ of VIsion Z ..... 11 straight 
F..........d, zero fGtalities Of' oriaus Injuries on our rood., because no 

loss of life is cceeptoble.ln i=ebruory of 2015. Mayor Bow_launched 
VISion Zen:.. joining with mayors across the country In resp<lnH to U.s. 
Transportation Secretory Anthony I=o>cx's Mayors' Challenge for Safer 
People and SoF.r Streets..Th. At:tion Plan I. the result of ideas. feedbaek. 
and Input of tnanaportolJon safety advocates, community organimlions. 
and our residents. It 'S our playbook for the first yean ofVlllon Zero. 

THE POPULATION OF ACROSS All 

nu;DISTRICT EIGI-IT WARDS 
AND AllAGE GROUPSNEARLY PI::OPl[ AGRICW TH£IR 

DOUBLES TOP SAFETY CONCERNS 
ARE:DURING Tf.li: WORK DAV 


DU!::TO COMMUTERSr:::l!OM 


VIRGINIA 
& 


MARYLAND CONC[RNON[ 
-
VIRGINIA AND MARYLAND O!UVJ::RS 
(COMBINED) AIlEIIMX.YmIM MOR;;: TfIAN 

. ~~ ~()~ 'OFAlLCRMH~ U., .IN THIii DISTRICT 
CONCERN TWOaPeo~••It-n:t:'WE NE;.ED TO WORK 

5"1I-sREGIONALLY CONCERN THREE 
,~ 

.;, 

http:Streets..Th
http:cceeptoble.ln
http:www.dcvlsionzero.com
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Vision Zero touches _ryane. Safety data 
indicates that there are particularly vulnerable 

. users of our transportation system: pedestrians 
of all ages a,nd abilities (including people with 

mobility challenges) and people an bicycles. 
Howeve", drivers and passengers in cal'$, 

. trucks. motorcycles, buues, and other motor 
vehicles are kllled and seriously injured each 

year on our streets. . 

"...._... ........ ­-- -+..........~ 

15 arterial corridors with multiple tatal fatalities accounted 

for more than half of all pedestrian and bicycle deaths
. between 2010 and 2014. These corridors provide an 

opportunity for speed reductian and safety improvements
€J through VISion Zero. _..­

- -...­
...........­

The'District's current speed limit is 25 mph unless 
otherwise posted. H_, many corridors have 

higher spud limits. If a vehicle travell"'g at 
approximately 20 mph strikes a pedestJ1an. the 

likelihood of the pedestrian surviving is abaut 94 
percent. When the vehicle i. traveling approximately' --.: 50 mph, the Illcallhood is 25 percent. Mapping injury 


~....... _he. osalnst the District', street hierarchy shows that 

ci lotof injuries occur along major streets. This is partly
==,.-oc_ 	 because ofexp~re-there are more vehides on bigger 
streets. meaning more opportunities for crashes-but sam..........:_+ 

,,\150 reRects the roIe:ol' speed in safetY. 

I 

Streets should be designed for an users and' need to be built ta account for ine¥itable human errors. Sofe streets require short and 
lang-term engineering and capital improvements, as well as data·based analysis. education around safe behavior, and enforcemenl 
Same ofthe strotegles for Create Safe Streets are. 

• Codify a complete street law and pilot protected intersections 
• Enhance risk analysis and strengthen evaluation 
• Create opportunities for sofety through plocemaking 

The District's ComprehensMt 'Plan and Smoll Areo Plans coli for urban design improvements and green infrastructure that enhance 
the public reolm, ond provide community amenities. Several of theae locations ovenap with oreas of hlgh-crash frequency. Vcaion Zero 
will copitali;ut on these opportunities using both temporary megsurell and fu....cale reconstruction to make neighborhoods safer and 
mare enjoyable. 

PROTECT VULNERABLE USERS 

Younger and older people, people biking. people walking, and people with disabilities are an more.vulnerable to serious traffic injuries 
and fatalities. Vision Zero Strategies reflect different I_Is of reaction time and ogility to allow oil people to travel safely. Some of the 
strategies for Protect Vulnerable Users are. 

• ~pand and upgrade sidewalk and bicycle network 
• Improve quolity and transparency of data related to expo.sure and modal counts. as well as data collection and analysis among nine 

District agencies that work with trcrfllc records 
• Chonge culture thraugh large .... ents, education for students and driven. prewntion of street horossment 
• Strengthen commercial vehidesafety with new truck rout.. signage, and side guards 

To serve people walking. wheeling. and biking, the Distrlct'~ sidewolk and bicycle networks must be properly designed. kept In good 
condition. and equitably and reliably serve all eight wards. District agencies are committed to accelerating the pace and quality of 
mainief)ance and construction of this infrastructure. 

PREVENT DANGEROUS DRIVING 
Speeding and other forms of aggressive. distracted, and impoired driving are significant components of the safety challenges in the 
Oistrict. Curtailing hobitual olfenders is essential in making everyone safer. Some of the strategies for Prevent Oangerous DrIving are, 

• Expand photo enforcement to add....ss safety concerns 
• Implement enhonced boot·taw-relecse program for habitually dangerous scofflaw drivers 
• Create arterial. neighborhood, and ather sofer zones 
• ~tablish harsher penalties and stronger programs to prevent impoired driving 
• Improve the safety of public and private vehid .. for hire 

The statistia speok loudl)h Between 2009 ond 2013. there were 70 aggressMt driving-reloted trofl1c fatalities. 53 impairment­
involved traffic fotolities. and 9 distractetklrlvlng-related traffic fatalities. Through legislation and rule making. Vision Zero will ensure 
that penalties for dangerous driving are appropriate. and programs to correct this behavior are effective. 

BE TRANSPARENT AND RESPONSIVE 

VISion Zero requirel active particlpotlon fram people of oil ages and abilities using the District's transportation systems. The 
transportation system needs to be legible and responsMt to the needs of all users. Transparent and publicly ovadoble data on the 
transportation system supporis good ongoing decision-malclng by District ogencles and users of the tranaportation system. Some of 
the sbvtegles for Be Transporent and Ruponsive or... 	 . 

• Pubhsh timely open data and tools for geospotial analysis. report prognlu onnually 
• Conduct muHl-agency safety analysis and rapid respon.e 
• Improve emergency response and patient transport times 

. Vi$ion Zero 'commits to improve the District's collection. analysis, and transporency of data for the coUective benellt of all 
stakeholders. Strategies in this theme caU for regular geospotlal analysis of crash data by mode, enforwment data by violation type, 
end other foctor5, all publr.hed in a central, easy-b>li'nd locolion on the Vision Zero website. 



MONTGOMERY COUNTY COUNCIL 
ROCKVILLE, MARYLAND 

NANCY NAVARRO 
COUNCILMEMBER, DISTRICT 4: 

January 6,2016 

Larry Hogan, Governor 
100 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 

Pete K. Rabn, Maryland Secretary of Transportation 
7201 Corporate Center Drive 
Hanover, Maryland 21076 

Gregory C. Johnson, State Highway Administrator 
707 North Calvert Street 
Baltimore. Maryland 21202 

Dear Governor Hogan. Secretary Rabn. and Administrator Johnson: 

On Monday, December 28, a 19-year-old man named Frank Towers was struck by an 
SUV and killed while riding home from work on his bicycle at the intersection ofVeirs 
Mill Rd. (MD 586) and Turkey Branch Parkway. As you know, the area around this 
intersection has been a pedestrian and cyclist hazard for some tinie. Two people were 
killed within a mile ofthis intersection by cars last year. 

While I am aware the Montgomery County Police Dep$I1.tnent (MCPD) and State 
Highway Administration (SHA) are currently reviewing this incident, I am urging your 
administration to take prompt action to increase pedestrian and bicycle safety at the 
intersection ofVeirs Mill Rd. (MD 586) and Turkey Branch Parkway, as well as 
undertake a comprehensive review ofall intersections along Veirs Mill Road (MD 586). 

According to the Washington Post, SHA "has an active project underway to add 
additional flashers at this location .•.to address the occurrence ofrear-end crashes•.. " 
While I am pleased some thought has already gone into making this intersection safer for 
vehicular traffic, I am concerned there is not enough emphasis on pedestrian and bicycle 
safety. As SHA continues to review traffic calming strategies for this ar~a, I hope you . 

STELLAB. WERNER COUNCIL OrncE BUILDING' ROCKVILLE, MAlm.AND 20860 
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will prioritize the need to reduce the nwnber ofaccidents involving pedestrians and 
bicycles. I implore SHA to expedite its process in light oftbis most recent tragedy by 
taking swift action to resolve these serious safety deficiencies. 

In 2015. Montgomery County experienced more than a dozen pedestrian and bicycle' . 
fatalities. The vast ~ajority ofthese incidents occurred along State Roads. I look forward 
to working with your administration. the County's Department of Transportation and 
Police Department to reduce the nwnber ofthese incidents to zero in 2016. 

CC: 18iah Legget, Montgomery County Executive 
J. Thomas Manger, Montgomery County Police Chief 

AI Roshdieh, Acting Director, Montgomery C~unty Department ofTransportation 

Nancy Floreen, Montgomery County Council President 

Roger Berliner, Chair, Transportation, Energy, & Environment Committee 

Roger Manno, Senator (District 19) 

Richard Madaleno, Jr., Senator (District 18) 

Bonnie Cullison, Delegate (District 19) 

Ben Kramer, Delegate (District 19) 

Marice Morales, Delegate (District 19) 

AI Carr, Delegate (District 18)' 

Ana Sol Gutierrez, Delegate (District 18) 

JeffWaldstreicher, Delegate (District 18) 
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MONTGOMERY COUNTY COUNOL 
ROCKVILLE. MARYLAND 

ROGER BERLINER CHAIRMAN 
COUNC ILMEMBER TRANSPORTATION. INFRASTRUCTURE 
DISTRICT 1 ENERGY &; ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE 

November 16,2015 

Secretary Pete Rahn 
Maryland Department ofTransportation 
P.O. Box 548 
7201 Corporate Center Drive 
Hanover, MD 21076 

Dear Secretary Rahn, 

We write to you concerning serious safety issues on two state highways in communities that we 
represent: River Road (MD 190) and Massachusetts Avenue (MD 396). 

As you know, Councilmember Berliner recently hosted a Day ofAction-an event supported by 
the State Delegation representing the affected areas-focused on road safety on these two state roads in 
light ofrecent fatalities to beloved members ofour community. Along with our County's Department of 
Transportation, Police, and Planning leadership, scores of community members participated, entreating 
drivers to be aware ofboth speed and distractions, and making suggestions for improvements. 

We appreciated that you made two members ofthe State Highway Administration team, 
Christopher Bishop and Anyesha Mookherjee, available for that event. We hope that they have had an 
opportunity to convey to you the depth of feelings that they encountered. 

Having listened to residents' concerns and the work that State Highway Administration is 
undertaking, we offer the following recommendations to enhance pedestrian and bicycle safety, both 
along the specific roads and within Montgomery County and Maryland more generally. We have 
identified five (5) solutions that can be implemented immediately, four (4) in the short-term, and three 
(3) through longer-term policy changes. 	 . 

IMMEDIATE SOLUTIONS 

1. 	 Crosswalks - As State Highway Administration has already committed to doing, all crosswalks 
on Massachusetts Avenue should be repainted to improve visibility and resident safety. The 
crosswalks at the intersection of River Road and Springfield Drive should be re-striped as ladder 
bar crosswalks in line with best practices and for ease ofmaintenance. 

2. 	 Pedestrian Improvements at River Road and Springfield Drive - The southeast corner ofthe 
River Road-Springfield Drive intersection was reconstructed without a completed sidewalk and . 

STElJ.A B. WERNER OFFICE BUR-DING' 100 MARYlAND AVENUE, 6TH FLOOR, ROCKVILLE, MARYlAND 20850 
240-7n-7828 OR 240-777-7900, TTY 240-777-7914, FAX 240-m-7989 
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curb cut to Springfield Drive. The "desire path" in the grass indicates the significant use ofthis 
incomplete segment. Previous to the project at River and Springfield~ the sidewalk did extend all 
the way to Springfield Drive with ADA ramps. This segment ofsidewalk should be reinstalled. 

3. 	 Complete the installatioD of the new signals at River Road and Springfield Drive - The new 
pole~ with new APS push buttons to improve pedestrian safety, have been completed but have 
yet to be activated. This project should be completed at once. 

4. 	 InstaU Traffic Light at River Road and Ogden Road - Because ofdifficult sightlines at the 
intersection and the use ofthe intersection by Montgomery County Public Schools buses, the 
community believes a traffic light should be installed at Ogden Road. 

S. 	 Other Improvements as Appropriate - We request that SHA make use oftheir existing toolbox 
to install more advance pedestrian warning signs and other warning signs that alert drivers to 
pedestrians, bicyclists, and schools, as well as the need to reduce speeds ahead. 

SHORT-TERM SOLUTIONS 

1. 	 Adoption and Installation of Innovative Pedestrian Safety Too]s by State Higbway • SHA 
can and should install the next generation ofinnovative pedestrian safety tools. These new 
approaches are currently not included in Maryland's Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices 
but have been approved for use by the Federal Highway Adininistration (FHWA). Three tools 
particularly stand out: Rectangular Rapid Flashing Beacons (RRFBs), Lead Pedestrian Intervals 
(LPls); and HAWK signals. RRFBs allow pedestrians to push a button when they are ready to 
cross, activating bright, rapid-flashing LED lights on the pedestrian crossing sign that more 
effectively alert drivers to yield to the pedestrian. LPIs give pedestrians lead time to enter the 
crosswalk, improving their visibility to drivers and reducing conflicts with turning vehicles. 
HAWK signals, like the one on East Gude Drive, actually bring traffic to a red light stop when 
activated by pedestrians. All ofthese tools have been implemented successfully by the District of 
Columbia and many other locations throughout the nation. Sites on Massachusetts and River, as 
well as areas near schools, high incident areas, and bicycle-pedestrian priority areas, should serve 
as pilots for use ofthese tools that are now approved by FHWA and have demonstrated their 
value in reducing collisions in many other jurisdictions. 

2. 	 Adoption and InstaUation of Radar Speed Signs to Reduce Travel Speeds - Another useful 
tool that SHA should adopt is the use ofradar speed signs. These signs are relatively inexpensive 
($5,000-$12,000) and give a clear warning to drivers when they are traveling too fast. 

3. 	 InstaUation of Pedestrian Refuges as Appropriate - On stretches of road where other 
improvements are not advisable, even the installation ofpedestrian refuges can improve 
pedestrian safety by reducing crossing distances. These should be installed more widely in our' 
community within the existing right-of-way, especially at locations, like those on Massachusetts 
Avenue, with uncontrolled crossings with marked crosswalks. 

4. 	 Protected Bike Lanes - All the evidence shows that protected bicycle lanes improve bicycle 
safety, reduce conflicts among bicyclists, drivers, and pedestrians, and increase bicycling. Our 
county is moving forward with protected bicycle lanes in multiple locations, including state 
highways like Goldsboro Rd (MD ~14). We need the state's support fur these projects and for the 
state to pursue better bicycle infrastructure on their rights-of-way with us. 



LONG-TERM SOLUTIONS 

1. 	 Urban Road Design Guideliues - SHA should adopt urban road guidelines that allow for more 
appropriate solutions in our dense urban environments where we want traffic to be slower and 
where we want more space for bicycles and pedestrians. Such guidelines have already been 
adopted by cities like Boston and Dallas, and Montgomery County passed its urban design 
standards in December 2014. Urban road design will allow SHA to treat communities with 
different needs in a matter appropriate for that area. This need is most acute in our County's 
Bicycle and Pedestrian Priority Areas. State guidelines must be established and adopted by SHA 
that reflect the priority of affording safe walking and biking facilities in these areas. 

2. 	 Setting Speeds in Urban and Residential Areas for Safety - In line with changing our 
standards for designing state roads, SHA should take every effort to reduce speeds in dense 
urban and residential areas to improve safety for all users. Ifspeeds are so high that pedestrians 
and bicyclists are put at risk, then speeds must be reduced through re-engineering and use of 
traffic calming measures, a key focus of our County's pedestrian safety program. 

3. 	 Join the Vision Zero Movement - Our State should join with communities across the nation in 
setting a goal of 0 traffic deaths on our roads with a publicly committed date. Maryland has made 
tremendous progress in this regard. In 1968, 872 people died on our roads. Last year, in 2014, 
442 people perished, the lowest on record. Unfortunately, pedestrian fatalities have not been 
reduced and now constitute a large share ofour state's traffic fatalities. The progress made in 
vehicular traffic safety must continue and extend to pedestrians and bicyclists until all ofthese 
preventable deaths are averted. 

While we commend these recommendations to you, we have not ignored the important role 
Montgomery County can play in improving safety. In that regard, we wi11 be reaching out to the 
Montgomery County Department ofTransportation (MeDOT) about fmishing the sidewalk project on 
Springfield Drive that will connect to the River Road inte~ction. This segment is an important final 
connection that was left incomplete due to the cost and complexity of constructing in that section of 
road. We hope to work with MCDOT on creative and new solutions. We also encourage the 
Montgomery County Police Department (MCPD) to continue its distracted driving and pedestrian safety 
enforcement, and for it to consider strongly additional speed cameras in areas of concern, particularly 
along key stretches ofMassachusetts Avenue and River Road. 

Mr. Secretary, we thank you in advance for your consideration ofthese recommendations, and 
we look forward to working with you to implement these badly needed safety improvements as quickly 
as possible. It is important that officials at all level of government work together to put forth flexible and 
innovative solutions to solve some ofour traffic and safety challenges. 



Sincerely, 

A--.>C..:f-

Roger Berliner Susan Lee Bill Frick . 
Councilmember, District 1 Senator, District 16 Delegate, District 16 
Chair, Transportation, 
Infrastructure, Energy and 
Environment Committee 

tk-~ 

Ariana Kelly , Marc Korman 
Delegate, District 16 Delegate, District 16 

CC: 	 Gregory Johnson, Administrator, State Highway Administration 
Cedric Ward, Director, Office ofTraffic & Safety, SHA 
Brian Young, District 3 Engineer, SHA 
Christopher Bishop, District 3 Community Liaison, SHA 
Anyesha Mookherjee, District 3 Assistant Engineer - Traffic, SHA 
Captain Tom Didone, Traffic Division, MCPD 
Captain Dave Falcinelli, 2nd District Commander, MCPD 
AI Roshdieh, Director, MCDOT 
Bruce Johnston, Chief, Division ofTransportation Engineering, MCDOT 
Richard Earp, Program Manager, Annual Sidewalk Program, MCDOT 
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