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EAST COUNTY CITIZENS ADVISORY BOARD 
MINUTES 

                        
Meeting of March 2, 2011 

Eastern Montgomery Regional Services Center 
3300 Briggs Chaney Road 

Silver Spring, Maryland 20904 
 
MEMBERS (ECCAB) 
Present: Marva Deskins, Esq. (Chair); Anthony Ramirez (Secretary); Allan Mulligan 
(Parliamentarian); Thomas J. Aylward; Kim Bobola; Sally Colgan; G. Stanley Doore; Peter Myo 
Khin; Leonard E. Newman; Alfredda Payne; Bill Strassberger; Odessa Shannon; Saschane M. 
Stephenson; Benoy Thomas; Ned B. Williams; Teddy Wu 
 
Absent: Vanessa E. Ali; David M. Kochanski, Esq. (Vice Chair) 
 
STAFF (EMRSC): Joy Nurmi (Director) and Anjoo Chohda (Sr. Executive Administrative 
Aide), Eastern Montgomery Regional Services Center 
 
GUESTS: Patrick Lacefield, Director, Montgomery County Public Information office; Reginald 
Jetter, Montgomery County Department of Permitting Services (DPS); Julia Thom, Code 
Enforcement Inspector, Montgomery County Department of Housing and Community Affairs 
(DHCA); Curtis Zeager, Montgomery County State Attorney’s Office (SAO); Eric G. Luedtke 
(Delegate Elect, District 14, Montgomery County); Neeta Datt (Community Liaison for Del. 
Karen S. Montgomery; District 14, Montgomery County); Amjad Chaudhry (Resident, Bait-ur-
Rehman mosque); Mark Doore (Resident); Rev. Kennedy  Qelzafi (African Affairs Adv. 
Committee); Rev. Dr. Peter Agsache (African Affairs Adv. Committee); Lucretia Bartley 
(Greencastle Manor II Association HOA President); David R. Smith (Hardings Run, HOA 
President); Evelyn and Les Hamilton (Valencia Citizens Association); Kristi Tousigrant 
(Gazette); Dan Wilhelm (GCCA/MCCF); Kristin O’ Connor (MNCPPC); Anne Petzold 
(Resident); Wilmer Gutierrez, (Staff, Councilmember Nancy Navarro’s office); Claire Iseli 
(Staff, Councilmember Marc Elrich’s office); Louise De James (Resident); Mark Pharaoh (Chair, 
Eastern County Recreation Advisory Board); Nick Radonic (Derwood Station South HOA Board 
President); Richard Meyers (President, Peachwood Civic Association) 
 
CITIZEN’S FORUM 
 
Chair Marva Deskins –Welcomed everyone and presided over the meeting. The guests were 
asked to introduce themselves and share their concerns with the board. The floor was opened for 
questions. 
 
Amjad Chaudhry – shared message “Love for all, Hatred for none” and brochure on Muslims 
for Peace.  
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CALL TO ORDER 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:23 p.m. 
 
Chair Marva Deskins –Announced presentation on Being Good Neighbors: Maintaining the 
Residential Character of County Neighborhoods by Montgomery County Departments. 
Presentation by Stan Doore on Monorail. 
  
PRESENTATIONS 

Patrick Lacefield, Director, County Public Information Office  
 
County Executive is concerned about outdated codes that are impacting the Quality of Life.  New 
zoning laws are going into effect on April 24, 2011. The new laws initiated by the County 
Executive and approved by the County Council are designed to help protect and maintain the 
residential character of neighborhoods.  

Reginald Jetter, Department of Permitting Services and Julia Thom, Department of Housing 
and Community Affairs gave an overview of the new laws, discussed the laws and how the 
changes will affect residents. Department of Police spoke about the changes to on-street parking 
for commercial and recreational vehicles. (Home-Based Businesses; Parking for Heavy 
Commercial and Recreational Vehicles; Parking Off-Street and Paving Front Yards) 

The dates that these new provisions go into effect are as follows:  
 
• April 24, 2011 – the provisions of the new law dealing with home-based businesses, off-street 
parking and paving front yards. The zoning text amendment does not apply to or include 
surfaced area existing before October 26, 2010, so long as the surfaced area is not increased. 
Parking on non-surfaced area or surfaced area of a front yard of less than 160 sq. ft per 
vehicle must cease after October 24, 2011.  
• July 1, 2009 – Bill 28-09, approved by the County Council, prohibits on-street parking of heavy 
commercial and recreational vehicles in residential areas.  

The new laws were proposed by County Executive Ike Leggett two years ago based on 
recommendations from a Code Enforcement Work Group that he appointed. The Work Group 
reviewed a number of housing and zoning code issues that were causing adverse impacts and 
public safety issues in residential neighborhoods. The County Council approved zoning text 
amendment 09-03 last October.  
More http://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/content/council/pdf/zta/2009/20101026_16-59.pdf 

To learn more on how the laws affect Home Based Businesses; Parking for Heavy Commercial 
and Recreational Vehicles; Parking Off-Street and Paving Front Yards  go to: 
http://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/mcgtmpl.asp?url=/content/pio/goodneighbors/index.asp 
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How are these laws enforced - Enforcement is primarily by complaint. Home occupation and 
off-street parking issues are the responsibility of the Department of Permitting Services. The 
paving of yards is handled by the Department of Permitting Services. On-street parking 
complaints fall into the Police Department. 
 
Typically, for Permitting Services and Housing and Community Affairs, an inspector 
investigates the complaint and issues a Notice a Violation if he or she finds just cause. If the 
violation is not corrected and/or dismissed within 90 days, a citation may be issued accompanied 
by a $500 fine. On-street parking violators can be ticketed by the Police.  

Patrick Lacefield- Department welcomes feedback/comments from residents. 

Q & A session followed. 
 
Stan Doore, ECCAB Member   
 
Gave a detailed presentation on Monorail and spoke on its advantages. K-12 Interactive 
Learning.  
 
The Advantages of Monorail – Environmentally Gentle, Lifestyle Friendly, Safety Conscious, 
High Capacity, No Operational Subsidy, Elevated and Automated.  
 
Refer sources: www.otg-inc.com  www.monorails.org 
 
Chair Deskins– Thanked the speakers for their presentation.  
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
[March 2, 2011 -1] Chair Deskins asked for a review of the minutes of the ECCAB Meeting of 
February 2, 2011.Teddy Wu shared minor edits on the minutes. A motion to approve the 
February 2, 2011 minutes as amended was offered.  The motion was moved by Saschane 
Stephenson; seconded by Alfredda Payne and unanimously approved. 
 
DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
 

1. March 23rd-  USPS holding a public hearing at 7:00 p.m. at the Eastern Montgomery 
Regional Services Center regarding Burtonsville Post Office   

2. March 23rd – IDA sector meeting – White Oak Civic Association in partnership with 
Eastern Montgomery RSC is holding an IDA Sector Meeting at the White Oak 
Library (basement) at 7:00 p.m. Rodney Barnes, SRO will be speaking at the 
meeting. 

3. Department of Economic Development – is working on holding Briggs Chaney 
Farmer’s market at the Center’s parking lot. More details will be shared as known.  

4. Other information- please refer to the emailed Director’s Report.  
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CHAIR’S REPORT 
 

1. New board members were interviewed. The interview committee will share its 
recommendations with the Office of the County Executive. 

2. Departing board members - Kim Bobola, Bill Strassberger, Stan Doore and Delegate 
Eric G. Luedtke were honored with a Certificate of Appreciation. Chair Deskins 
thanked the members and spoke on their dedicated service, commitment and 
significant contributions to the board. Thanked Stan Doore who offered to stay on the 
board for another month. 

3. The next Youth Advisory Committee meeting will be 3/16 
4. Upcoming Motion- Letter to County Executive supporting Washington Adventist’s 

move to East County will be discussed at New Business. 
 
COUNCIL REPORTS 
 
Councilmember Nancy Navarro’s office: 
Wilmer Gutierrez announced: 
 

1. Montgomery Council to urge General Assembly to adopt in-state college tuition for all 
county residents - The Montgomery County Council on Tuesday, March 1, introduced a 
resolution urging the Maryland General Assembly to adopt legislation that would grant 
all Maryland residents in-state tuition to Maryland colleges and universities regardless of 
their immigration status. Councilmember Nancy Navarro is the chief sponsor of the 
resolution and the other eight Council members are co-sponsors. The Council is 
scheduled to take action on the resolution on Tuesday, March 8. 
http://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/content/RSC/eastcounty/Newsletters/images/navarroinstatetuitionforallMarylandresidents228112.pdf 

 
Councilmember Mark Elrich’s office: 
Claire Iseli announced: 
 

1. The County Executive formed the new Montgomery Transit Task Force. The 20-
member group will focus on all modes of transportation. The task force will push 
forward to get financing for March Elrich’s recommendation to create a Bus Rapid 
Transit system. 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS  
 
Economic Development and Infrastructure Committee: Tom Aylward, Chair 
 
The committee had a kick-off Charrette with the ECCAB board and M-NCPPC staff on February 
17th.  Highlights of discussion included Burtonsville Commercial Neighborhood Planning study - 
existing conditions; charrette findings from February 17, 2011; common elements with 
community legacy plan charrette (2008); vision statement.  The next step is to schedule a 
Countywide meeting on March 31st at the Center. 
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Outreach Committee:  Alfredda H. Payne, Chair 
 
The committee is waiting for new members to join the committee. 
 
Services Committee: Anthony Ramirez, Chair –   
 
The committee met before the Budget meeting. 
 

1. Discussed on getting involved with Park and Recreation  
2. Maintain a track information on Transportation issues 
3. Discussed on Washington Adventist Hospital move. Len Newman provided a 

background, discussed issues. The Committee has an agenda. Kim Bobola has drafted a 
letter which will be discussed at New Business. 

 
OLD BUSINESS - None 
 
NEW BUSINESS –  
 
Kim Bobola – shared letter drafted by the Services Committee with the Board. The board 
supports the move of Washington Adventist Hospital (WAH) to East County. Kim serves on the 
WAH advisory board. The WAH board encourages elected officials to support the move.  
 
The members discussed edits on the letter and a motion was passed. Len Newman and Tom 
Aylward presented their edits.  
 
[March 2, 2011 -2] Chair Deskins– made a motion to accept the letter to County Executive 
expressing ECCAB’s support on Washington Adventist Hospital move to East County with edits 
as discussed. The Motion was passed and unanimously approved.  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS –  
 
Lucretia Bartley (Greencastle Manor II Association HOA President) – An open public 
forum regarding school system (Green Castle ES) sponsored by Greencastle Manor II 
Association is scheduled to be held on March 10th; 6:30 p.m. at the Center. 
 
Kristin O’ Connor (MNCPPC) - East County Science Center Advisory Committee member 
application is due tomorrow, March 3rd 2011.  Members who are interested must apply. The 
process is open to public. Board Members requested the deadline be extended for another 21-30 
days. 
 
Chair Deskins- Ned Williams expressed an interest to serve on the East County Science Center 
Advisory Committee. 
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Delegate Eric G. Luedtke –  
 

1. The Road Side Solicitation Bill MC 20-11 is on State Delegation’s Meeting Agenda on 
March 4, 2011. Members can cast their vote until March 4th. Information is posted on 
County’s State Delegation website www.montgomerycountydelegation.com/index.html 
 

2. East County Science Technology Center budget – funds received couple years ago. Since 
the case is pending adjudication, the money for the EC Technology Center will be 
deauthorized in the governor’s budget. 

 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
[February 2, 2011 -3] Chair Deskins– made a motion to adjourn the meeting; seconded by 
Teddy Wu and unanimously approved. The meeting was adjourned at 9:00 p.m. 
 
The next meeting of ECCAB is scheduled for April 6, 2011. 
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Director’s Report – March 2011 
 
East County Science Center Master Plan 
 
The Planning Commission approved the scope of work for the East County Science Center 
Master Plan on February 3rd.  It can be accessed below:  
 
http://www.montgomeryplanning.org/community/ecsc/ 
 
Planning Director Rollin Stanley held a meeting on February 23rd with the ECRSC director, 
Councilmember Valerie Ervin’s staff, Councilmember Nancy Navarro’s staff, Office of 
Community Partnership staff and Planning Commission staff to discuss strategies for reaching 
out to ethnic, minority, non-profit and faith communities to engage them in the planning for both 
the Burtonsville Neighborhood Plan and the East County Science Center Master Plan.  
 
Bus Shelter Lighting 
 
Clear Channel owns all the bus shelters in the County, and is required to illuminate them. The 
five Regional Services Centers are currently working with DOT to identify those bus shelters 
that are still not illuminated and work with police to prioritize them for lighting based on public 
safety needs. The issue of bus shelters without adequate lighting was raised by the sister of Julian 
Kelly after the robbery and shooting of her brother last summer on Castle Boulevard. The two 
bus shelters on Castle Boulevard are expected to be lit this spring. 
 
Zoning Violations on Old Columbia Pike 
 
Several properties along Old Columbia Pike near the Burtonsville Elementary School have been 
cleared of the vehicles and debris that had been improperly stored there. Outdoor storage is not 
permitted in the rural cluster zone. The Department of Permitting Services issued zoning 
violations for outdoor storage of trucks, trailer, buses, storage containers, construction supplies, 
equipment, and old tires at three properties. The Department of Environmental Protection also 
cited one property owner for spilled oil.  
 
Boards, Committees and Commissions Meeting with the County Executive 
 
ECCAB chair, Marva Deskins, and vice-chair, David Kochanski, joined more than 100 
representatives from all of the County’s Boards, Committees and Commissions on February 10th 
in the auditorium at the Executive Office Building in Rockville. Our chair submitted the ECCAB 
priorities for the coming year.  
 
Youth Advisory Committee 
 
The East County Youth Advisory Council (ECYAC) will be starting a new community service 
project, and they will be developing testimony for the Council’s public hearing on the FY12 
Operating Budget.  
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County Seeks Budget Ideas and Comments via New, Easy-to-Use Link on Homepage 

A new link on the Montgomery County homepage makes it even easier for residents to 
provide comments and ideas on government restructuring, cost savings and other thoughts 
about closing the County’s projected $300 million budget gap for the coming fiscal year 
(FY). The idea for the link, which connects to a budget response form, came from 
Montgomery County Councilmember George Leventhal.  

Resident feedback will be used by Montgomery County Executive Isiah Leggett, as he 
prepares his recommended operating budget, which will be presented to the County Council 
on March 15, and the Montgomery County Council during its budget deliberations.  

The County Executive held five budget forums in January throughout the County and the 
County Council is holding a series of Town Hall meetings to hear directly from residents 
about their suggestions.   

The budget form is available directly at www.montgomerycountymd.gov/budgetcomments. 

 
Public Forum Planned to Address Financial Issues Facing Seniors
Montgomery County’s Advisory Committee on Consumer Protection will host a public forum 
that will examine financial issues facing seniors on Wednesday, March 23 from 6 to 8 p.m., at 
the Charter House, 1316 Fenwick Lane, Silver Spring. Montgomery County Council President 
Valerie Ervin will present the welcome.  

Entitled, “Financial Fraud: Seniors Fight Back,” the free forum will be moderated by Beacon 
Newspaper publisher Stuart Rosenthal. He will lead a discussion with experts from the 
County’s Office of Consumer Protection (OCP), the Maryland Long Term Care Ombudsman 
Program, the Montgomery County State’s Attorney’s Office, attorneys in the field and audience 
members.  

The forum will address a number of topics including the financial exploitation of seniors, long 
term care medical and financial issues and elder care legal issues. Light refreshments will be 
served.  

Pre-registration is not required but is recommended as seating is limited. Sign language 
interpreter services will be provided only upon request with notice as far in advance as possible, 
but no less than 72 hours prior to the event. To register for the forum or to request sign language 
or other services or aids needed to participate in the forum, call 240-777-3636 or MD Relay at 
1-800-735-2258, or email consumerprotection@montgomerycountymd.gov.  
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Leggett Announces Formation of Transit Task Force; Will Develop Blueprint for 
Countywide Rapid Transit System
Montgomery County Executive Isiah Leggett today announced the launch of a Transit Task 
Force with the mission of making a comprehensive rapid transit system a reality in 
Montgomery County. The Task Force will advocate for developing and implementing a 
system that is consistent with state transportation objectives and complements regional transit 
operations. 

The Task Force is a public/private partnership with 20 members appointed by the County 
Executive and chaired by Mark Winston, a lawyer in private practice with the firm of Glazer 
Winston Honigman Ellick, PLLC. The group includes Montgomery County Councilmember 
Marc Elrich, who has championed a bus rapid transit network for the County.  

In addition to Elrich, Berliner and Winston, the Task Force members are: Marilyn Balcombe, 
Corridor Cities Transitway Coalition; Nat Bottingheimer, WMATA; Francoise Carrier, 
Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission; Lisa Fadden, Montgomery 
County Chamber of Commerce; Delegate Brian Feldman (D-15); Senator Rob Garagiola (D-
15); Jonathan Genn, Percontee; David, Hauck, Sierra Club; Art Holmes, Montgomery County 
Department of Transportation; David McDonough, Johns Hopkins University; Darrell 
Mobley, Maryland Department of Transportation; Henry Montes, Latin American Advisory 
Group; Rich Parsons, Parsons & Associates; Steve Silverman, Montgomery County 
Department of Economic Development; Craig Simoneau, City of Rockville; Tina Slater, 
Action Committee for Transit; Tom Street, Montgomery County Executive’s Office; U.S. 
Representative Chris Van Hollen (or designee); Francine Waters, Lerner Enterprises; and 
Dan Wilhelm, Montgomery County Civic Federation.  

 
County Files Response to Public Service Commission’s Proposed Revision of State 
Regulation Re Service Provided by Electric Companies; Comments Address High Level of 
Reliability; Use of Discretionary Civil Penalties Called “Grossly Inadequate 
In an eight-page response to the Maryland Public Service Commission’s (MPSC) proposed 
revision of the state regulation regarding service provided by electric companies, Montgomery 
County has filed a series of comments that define an acceptable level of reliability for the 
Potomac Electric Power Company (Pepco) and address “inadequate” discretionary civil 
penalties.  

Read the full document at 
http://www.montgomerycountymd.gov/content/EXEC/pdf/rm_43_comments.pdf. 

 

 

 
 

 


