MONTGOMERY COUNTY ETHICS COMMISSION

Public Meeting of January 10, 2012

Minutes
IN ATTENDANCE:
Commissioners: Nina Weisbroth, Chair
Stuart Rick, Vice Chair
Kenita Barrow
Antar Johnson
Staff Members: Robert Cobb, Chief Counsel

Item 1. The Meeting was called to order at 7:20 p.m.
Item 2. The Minutes from the December 20, 2011, meeting were approved.
Item 3. Robert Cobb gave a status report on two matters.

Cobb gave an update on the status of the recommendation to transfer responsibilities for
operation of the financial disclosure system from the Ethics Commission to the County
Executive. Cobb recounted that he had conveyed to the Chief Administrative Officer the
Commission’s adoption, at the meeting on December 20, of the recommendation to make the
transfer. Moreover, Cobb informed the Commission that he had received a call from Fariba
Kassiri in which she stated that the Office of Human Resources would be given responsibility for
the administration of the system. Cobb informed the Commission that Ms. Kassiri had also
represented that the intention was to have Department Directors incorporated into the effort to
have employees timely file, with oversight and involvement of Ms. Kassiri herself.

Cobb then provided a status report on his effort to obtain resources from the County to have
electronic filing for the lobbying disclosure program and for the outside employment approval
process. He indicated that he had made application through the IT budget process for the funds
to try to attain the electronic filing objective.

Cobb informed the Commission that he had hosted a delegation from the Shanghai Supervision
Bureau the previous day, continuing a practice of the Ethics Commission staff to occasionally
accommodate requests from outside groups to learn about the administration of the Montgomery
County Ethics Commission and the Public Ethics Law.
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The meeting adjourned at 7:35.

Respectfully Submitted,
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Robert W. Cobb
Chief Counsel



