MONTGOMERY COUNTY ETHICS COMMISSION

Public Meeting of June 12, 2012

Minutes
IN ATTENDANCE:
Commissioners: Nina Weisbroth, Chair
Stuart Rick. Vice Chair
Kenita Barrow
Staff Members: Robert Cobb, Chief Counsel

Item 1. The Meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m.
Item 2. The Minutes from the May 8, 2012, meeting were approved with minor edits.

Item 3. Robert Cobb reported on the completion of two ethics advisory opinions and the
submission of the comment to the Montgomery County Charter Commission.

Item 4. The Commission addressed the lobbying fee issue and was joined by Justina Ferber, a
legislative analyst, by phone conference. Cobb indicated that the Government Operations
committee was going to be discussing the issue at its session on June 25 and that Commission
members were invited to attend. In the context of that, Cobb suggested three alternatives to the
Commission: to defer further action on the fee issue until the meeting on July 16; to develop a
sense of the Commission to communicate to the Government Operations committee on the 25";
or to proceed to vote and take action on the issue of whether to raise the fee or take other action.
The Commission expressed concerns about the possibility of the revenue from fees exceeding
the costs of administration of the program and furthermore that charging $250 would be
inconsistent with what might normally be charged for lobbying registration by a County. The
Commission expressed its interest in finding out what the rationale is to support increasing the
fee to $250. The consensus of the Commission was to defer the matter until after the meeting
with the GO committee on the 25™.

Item 5. Cobb reported on the continued development of the lobbying registration system. He
also reported on the status of financial disclosure statement collections, the need for the
development of an enforcement process, and the development of a strategy for improvement of
the financial disclosure system by the time of the June 25 GO committee meeting. Cobb asked
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the Commission whether as a matter of policy a 30 day grace period would be afforded to filers
who were delinquent and the Commission by consensus decided that a 30 day grace period was
appropriate.

Cobb then described the new staff position description. Commissioners were interested in the
timetable and process for filling the position, and Cobb indicated that he would need to follow-
up. Cobb discussed the meeting he had in Annapolis with the State Ethics Commission to
discuss the proposed changes to the Public Ethics Law. He indicated that since the comment
process was taking so long, it was unlikely that legislative changes could be realized before the
October 1 certification date whereby the Ethics Commission is to certify whether the Public
Ethics Law is consistent with State Law in certain respects.

Item 6. New Business. Mr. Rick inquired into the status of new Commission appointments, and
Cobb stated if all goes on schedule, a new commissioner will be confirmed in time for the next
meeting of the Commission on July 16. Cobb indicated he would follow-up to check on the
status of the remaining vacant Commission position.

The meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Moo 21 G
Robert W. Cobb
Chief Counsel



