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Purple Line Overview   

• 16-mile light rail providing a more direct and 
reliable east-west transit connection between 
Bethesda and New Carrollton 

• 21 Stations 
• Serving major employment and activity centers: 

– Bethesda 
– Silver Spring 
– Takoma/Langley Park 
– UMD/College Park 
– Riverdale Park 
– New Carrollton 
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Purple Line Alignment  
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Linking the Washington,D.C. Capital Region 
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By improving: 
• Travel Times 
• Travel within the corridor  and to 

entire Washington DC region 
• Connections to major activity centers, 

including large Federal agencies and 
UMD/College Park 

• Intermodal connections 
- 3 Washington Metrorail lines 
- 3 MARC commuter rail lines 
- Amtrak Northeast Corridor 
- Regional and local bus services 



Purple Line Project Update 

• Completion of Preliminary Engineering Plans  September 2013 

• FEIS Record of Decision    March 2014 

• Begin ROW Acquisition    April 2014 

• Final Request for Proposals Released  July 2014 

• P3 Proposals Due     January 2015 

• Selection of P3 Concessionaire/BPW Award  March 2015  

• Receipt of Full Funding Grant Agreement  March 2015 

• Construction start     Late 2015 

• Open for service     Late 2020 
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Who/What is a Concessionaire? 

• Multiple companies combine into a joint venture or 
similar legal entity generally referred to as the 
“Concessionaire” 
– Investor(s) 

– Design/Builder(s) 

– Operator/Maintainer 

– Vehicle Supplier 

– Approximately a 30-year Operations and Maintenance term 
with handback 

• Concessionaire typically led by investors who are 
focused on its long-term performance not on individual 
components of the project 



MTA Retains Primary Responsibility  
for Certain Project Elements 

Design/Construction 
• Public Information, 

communications and 
involvement 

• Design requirements and 
construction quality oversight 

• Right-of-way acquisition 
• Approval of Project 

Management Plans 
• Environmental mitigation 

projects 
• Federal compliance (ADA, 

DBE, Buy America, Financial 
Management, etc.) 

Operations & Maintenance 
• Customer service 

• Service levels 

• Service quality oversight 

• Fare Policy 

• Policing 

• Local government coordination 
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3 Months Ahead - Major Activities 

• Advance P3 competitive solicitation process 
• Continue coordination and outreach activities with 

the Public and Stakeholders 
• Continue development of agreements with Key 

Stakeholders 
• Continue Right-of-Way Acquisition 
• Art-in-Transit Selection Committee confirmed 
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• Designated spaces to accommodate     
persons in wheelchairs or other mobility 
devices 

• Quiet and modern, vehicles are 
approx. 95-100 feet long  

• Designed in accordance with latest ADA 
Accessibility Specifications for 
Transportation Vehicles  

 
• Trains are designed for level boarding 

with wide doorways for easy access for 
all patrons 

Vehicle Features 

Paris Paris 



Station Design 
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–Well lit, attractive safe area  
–Pleasant patron experience  
–Distinguishable from Metro  
–Durable, low maintenance  
  materials  
  
Station Elements  
–Communications including next train information  
–Ticket vending machines  
–Safety & security features 
–Emergency components  

Charlotte, NC 



Planned Station Types 

• At Grade (15) 

 
• Below Grade (2) 
 
• Aerial (3) 

 
• Special (1) 
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Bethesda Metro South Entrance   
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Bethesda Station 



Lyttonsville Station 
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Lyttonsville Station Plan 



Silver Spring Transit Center Station 
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Silver Spring Transit Center Layout 
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Purple Line Station 

Purple Line Mezzanine 

Capital Crescent Trail 

Escalator to 2nd Level of 
Silver Spring Transit Center 
and Purple Line Mezzanine 

Metro Entrance 

Stair and Elevators to 
Purple Line Mezzanine 
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   Tunnel Portal 

Manchester Station at Wayne Ave. 



ADA Requirements 
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- Parking/Drop-off 

- Accessible Route 

- Curb Ramps 

- Entrance 

- Doors/Gates 

- Ramps 

- Lifts 
  

- Ticketing/Fare Vending 

- Platforms 

- PA System 

- Telephones 

- Elevators 

- Signage 



Pedestrian Safety 

• Eight additional signalized intersections proposed in Montgomery 
County 

• Nine additional protected pedestrian crossings of roadways to be 
provided: 

– Bonifant Street at Dixon Avenue (new signal) 

– Wayne Avenue at Manchester Road (new signal) 

– Wayne Avenue at the Plymouth Tunnel (new signal) 

– Arliss Street at Walden Road (all-way stop) 

– Arliss Street at the South Shopping Center Entrance (new signal) 

– MD 320 (Piney Branch Road) at Garland Avenue (new signal) 

– MD 193 (University Blvd) at Seek Lane (new signal) 

– MD 193 (University Blvd) at Merrimac Drive (new signal) 

– MD 193 (University Blvd) at Lebanon Street (new signal) 
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Pedestrian Safety 

• All signalized intersections will include marked crossings with 
Accessible Pedestrian Signals (APS) and Countdown Pedestrian 
Signals (CPS) in accordance with State and County Requirements 

• Nearly 5 miles of new sidewalk to be reconstructed 

– Will meet or exceed State Highway Administration and County ADA 
requirements and follow Federal Public Rights-of-Way Accessible 
Guidelines (PROWAG) when adopted. 

– Buffers will be provided between the roadway and sidewalk where 
feasible 

– Sidewalks are adjacent to bike lanes along MD 320 (Piney Branch 
Road) and along MD 193 (University Blvd) 

– Additional width provided at intersections near station platforms 

– Provides connectivity and an accessible path of travel to other transit 
systems (WMATA and Ride-On) 
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Pedestrian Safety 

• MTA is conducting a Preliminary Hazard Analysis of all Pedestrian 
Crossings of the Alignment 

– Will specify requirements for appropriate safety measures at each crossing 

• MTA has developed concept plans for maintaining pedestrian access 
throughout construction and ensuring ADA accessibility is maintained 
throughout each phase. 

– The State Highway Administration (SHA) and Montgomery County Department of 
Transportation (MCDOT) have detailed requirements for maintaining a clear 
pedestrian path through the work zone 

– MTA, SHA and MCDOT will review and approve all construction staging 

– MTA will provide continuous oversight during construction  

• MTA and Concessionaire together will provide public involvement 
coordination and a construction hotline 24/7/365 to accept any 
concerns during construction 

 

 

 

22 



Contact Us 
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Questions  

 Please contact Public Outreach at: 
443-451-3706 

outreach@purplelinemd.com 
 

 Línea telefónica en español: 
443-451-3705 

 
 

  Like us on Facebook facebook.com/marylandpurpleline  
  Follow us on Twitter twitter.com/PurpleLineMD 
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