
                                    
 

 
 
 

Montgomery County Commission on Veterans Affairs 
Meeting Summary Minutes 

April 15th, 2014 
 

I.  Call to Order & Introductions 
Jerry Godwin, Chair, welcomed everyone to the meeting of the Commission on Veterans Affairs (CVA).  Jerry asked for all 
present to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance and to remain standing for a moment of silence for all of those who have given 
their lives and those who have been wounded for our country in the different conflicts in which our country has been 
engaged.  A POW/MIA Empty Chair is placed at all official meetings of the Commission as a physical symbol of the 
thousands of American POW/MIAs still unaccounted for from all wars and conflicts involving the United States of 
America.   
 
II.  Approval of Minutes 
Jane McCarthy, Commissioner, made a motion to approve the March, 2014 Meeting Summary Minutes.  Bill Gray, 
Commissioner, seconded the motion.  A vote was taken and the March, 2014 Meeting Summary Minutes were 
unanimously approved.   Approved minutes are available online at www.montgomerycountymd.gov/cva.  
 
III. Serving Veterans – The Maryland Statewide Independent Living Council – Denise Thomas, Executive 
Director, and Juanita Bailey, U.S. Army (RET) 
Statewide Independent Living Councils (SILC) are located throughout the country.  SILC’s are responsible for ensuring 
that independent living services provided with federal and state funding and planned and monitored by people with 
disabilities.  The Maryland Statewide Independent Living Council (MSILC) is a governor-appointed advisory, advocacy, 
and planning council that promotes independent living services across the state of Maryland.  The Council is composed of 
individuals with disabilities, representatives of advocacy groups and service providers from public and private agencies. 
Members are appointed to three-year terms.  The Council's mission is to promote, support and enhance opportunities for 
Marylanders with disabilities to maximize choices to independently live, work and play.  Juanita Bailey was recently 
appointed to MSILC.  She is the first veteran to be appointed and has provided valuable input on the needs of and services 
available for disabled veterans. 
 
There are seven Centers of Independent Living (CIL) throughout the State.  Core services provided by CIL’s include 
information and referral, skills training, peer counseling, assistive technology, and individual advocacy.  The CILs in 
Maryland are:  

 Independence Now, Inc. (Serving Montgomery County and Prince George’s Counties) 

 Resources for Independence, Inc. (Serving Allegany, Garrett, and Washington Counties) 

 Image Center for People with Disabilities (Serving Baltimore City, and Baltimore and Howard Counties) 

 The Freedom Center (Serving Carroll and Frederick Counties) 

 Accessible Resources for Independence (Serving Anne Arundel and Harford Counties) 

 Southern MD Center for Independent Living, Inc. (Serving Calvert, Charles and St. Mary’s Counties) 

 Bay Area Center for Independent Living (Serving Caroline, Cecil, Dorchester, Kent, Queen Anne’s, Somerset, 
Talbot, Wicomico, and Worchester Counties) 

 
The MSILC works with state partners to develop a State Plan for Independent Living (SPIL).  A SPIL is developed every 
three years.  It contains goals, objectives, activities and measures for the independent living partners throughout the state.  
The plan must also address how federal, state, and other funds will be used within the State to develop and maintain an 
independent living program.  The plan must be approved by the Rehabilitation Services Administration (RSA).  Once 
approved the independent living partners must carry out the mission and goals stated in the SPIL. 
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MSILC became a non-profit 501c3 in October, 2012.  Dan Bullis, Commissioner, noted that Maryland approved the use 
of slot machines in veterans clubs.  Those clubs must give a percentage of the profits to non-profit organizations within 
the community.  Dan suggested that MSILC connect with local American Legions and Veterans of Foreign Wars to 
become a possible donation organization.   
 
An assessment survey will be sent out in September to the community that will ask a variety of questions to gain a better 
understanding of the needs of Marylanders with disabilities.  The survey results will be used to draft the upcoming SPIL.   
 
MSILC meets bi-monthly in Baltimore or Silver Spring.  MSILC is comprised of 16 members and are actively seeking 
new members.  If you or someone you know would like to participate on the MSILC, please contact 
marylandsilc@gmail.com.  
 
IV. What Went Into the Planning for the World War II Recognition Event at Silver Spring Veterans Plaza – Neil 
H. Greenberger, Legislative Information Officer, Montgomery County Council  
Before working for the County Neil Greenberger was a reporter for the Washington Post for 20 years.  He also worked for 
the City of Rockville.  
 
In September, 2012, the County held a recognition event to honor Montgomery County World War II veterans. The event 
was simulcast live on many of the County’s public cable television channels.  The stories of many veterans were also 
recorded for a documentary that aired on Veterans Day. 
 
Neil was struck with the idea of putting together an event to honor Montgomery County WWII veterans when he saw an 
Honor Flight land at Reagan National Airport.  When the gate opened 200 WWII veterans, each accompanied by a high 
school student, exited the plane to the cheers, clapping and crying of almost 5,000 people.   
 
With the okay from the County Executive and County Council President Neil moved forward with planning.  He met with 
his peers at a meeting of PEG, comprised of Montgomery County’s public, education, and government channels.  They 
agreed to air the event live.  Neil was able to invite Ted Koppel to host the event and he made time to do so despite having 
a previous commitment in the later afternoon in Philadelphia.  Congressman Chris Van Hollen and Lt. Governor Anthony 
Brown were also among the main speakers.  
 
Neil has developed an informal checklist of how to prepare events, which he will e-mail to Betsy.  When planning events 
he encouraged the Commission to think big and aim high.  Neil had three months to plan the event.   He did not have a 
budget so he sought donations for refreshments.   The County let him use the Silver Spring Civic Building free of charge 
and Ted Koppel did not charge for his hosting duties.  After the event Neil learned that Ted spent his youth in England 
during World War II as his parents had fled there from Germany.  He and other neighborhood children would follow 
American GIs hoping to get a piece of candy.  He knew they were there to help during the war and later in life Ted had 
always wanted to find a way to pay back those soldiers.  By hosting this event, Ted felt he had done something 
meaningful to honor them 
 
Neil’s grandfather served in WWI, but Neil never learned of his service in the war until after his grandfather had passed.  
Knowing that many veterans from WWI and WWII do not speak about their time in war, he saw an opportunity for them 
to tell their story.  Neil noted that after the events, many family members commented that they had never known what 
their father had done in the war before now.  
 
Neil showed a few minutes from a WWII documentary featuring 16 County residents who shared their war experiences 
that span the globe and reflect activities from each branch of the military.  The documentary has been nominated for 
national awards across the country.  Copies of the documentary have been given to all of the Montgomery County Public 
High Schools in the hopes that history teachers will share it with their students every year.  Anyone who would like a 
DVD copy of the documentary can contact Neil.  
 
Neil was invited to attend Commission meetings and assist with Veterans events.  
 
WWII Recognition Event: http://montgomerycountymd.granicus.com/MediaPlayer.php?view_id=7&clip_id=3664 
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V. Chair and Vice-Chair Report: 
Jerry Godwin, Chair, reported that he testified before the County Council last week in support of the County Executive’s 
recommended funding for the following community grants which will better support programs serving veterans:  

 Warrior Canine Connection - $40,000;  

 Mental Health Association of Montgomery County, MD - $75,000 – Community-based model to coordinate 
resources and increase awareness for military, veterans and their families; 

 Team River Runner, Inc. - $33,500 – Van purchase to support therapeutic paddling for wounded veterans.  
 
VI. Unfinished Business 
Betsy Luecking, Staff Liaison, reported on the Recognition Planning Workgroup meeting that was held last month.  The 
Commission discussed having flat screen televisions at the Rockville Memorial Library (RML) and the Silver Spring 
Civic Building (SSCB) that would be dedicated to scrolling the names, and pictures if available, of County residents killed 
in action, which the Commission has compiled dating back to WWII.  Betsy reported that she has spoken with Parker 
Hamilton, Director, Public Libraries, and she has agreed to have one of the two televisions in the RML lobby dedicated to 
the KIA scroll.  The SSCB has also agreed to run the scroll on their TV when they are not running announcements.  Next 
year the Commission will need to ask for funding from the County Executive to have a dedicated television installed at 
the SSCB for the scrolling of those County residents who lost their lives in service to our country. 
 
The Workgroup also discussed having a monthly veterans cable talk show.  Mike Bruen, Cable Producer for Montgomery 
County Cable, will be attending the next Workgroup meeting to discuss the logistics of putting together a talk show.  The 
talk show would be an excellent way to connect with the community and showcase services for veterans, such as the Vet 
Center.  The Commission could also use the talk show to build momentum towards the Commission’s goal of having 
2015 be “The Year of the Veteran and their Family”.  
 
Initial planning for Memorial Day for 2015 was discussed.  It was suggested having some members of Rolling Thunder be 
present.  
 
Jane McCarthy, Commissioner, asked if the WWII video could be shown at the SSCB for Veterans Day this year.   
 
The next Workgroup meeting will be held Wednesday, April 23rd from 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. at the Silver Spring Vet 
Center.   
 
VII. New Business  
None. 
 
VIII. Roundtable 
Wayne Miller, Commissioner, reported that the Silver Spring Vet Center will be holding it’s ribbon cutting ceremony and 
open house on Friday, June 27th from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  Wayne will be inviting Congressman Van Hollen, Senator 
Cardin, County Executive Isiah Leggett, and the County Council.  Guest speaker at the event will be Michael Walsh, who 
has been documenting state and local Vietnam veterans memorials around the country.  The Ft. Meade Color Guard will 
be present and will also sing the national anthem.  Wayne is expecting approximately 150 people to attend and is seeking 
donations for refreshments.  Donations can be given to the Vet Center through the VA’s Volunteer Center.  
 
Jessica Fuchs, Serving Together, reported that there will be a Veteran Resource and Volunteer Fair on May 10, 2014 from 
10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at Glen Echo Park. Approximately 50 vendors will be present.  Space is still available and 
interested vendors can contact Jessica at jfuchs@mhamc.org.  
 
Adjournment: 7:30 p.m. 
 
Next Full Commission Meeting:  
Tuesday, May 20th, 2014, from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at HHS – 401 Hungerford Drive, 1st Floor Tan Conference Room, 
Rockville, Maryland 20850 
 
Respectfully submitted: 
Carly Clem, Administrative Specialist I; Betsy Luecking, Program Manager II 
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