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VJO Program

Jovanni Mooring, LCSW-C
Veterans Justice Outreach Specialist

» Covering Harford County, Cecil County, Baltimore County, Howard
County, Anne Arundel County, Carroll County, and all counties in the
Eastern Shore

Karen Carrington, LICSW
Veterans Justice Outreach Specialist

» Covering The District of Columbia, Maryland-Montgomery, Prince
Georges, Calvert, Charles, St. Mary’s Counties, Virginia-Fairfax,
Arlington, Prince William Counties and the City of Alexandria

Dave Gowers, LICSW

Veterans Justice Outreach Specialist/Incarcerated Veterans Reentry
Specialist Hybrid (Martinsburg, WV VA Medical Center)

» Counties in Maryland- Garret, Allegany, Washington, Frederick
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The VJO Initiative:

“The purpose of the VJO initiative is to avoid
unnecessary criminalization of mental illness
and extended incarceration among Veterans
by ensuring that eligible Veterans in contact
with the criminal justice system have access to
Veterans Health Administration(VHA) mental
health and substance abuse services.”
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“It was like | put one person on a ship and sent
him over there, and they sent me a totally
different person back.”

“He became increasingly paranoid, jumpy and
fearful, moving into the garage, wearing a
camouflage uniform, drinking heavily and

carrying a gun at all times, even to answer the
door.”
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Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD), Traumatic

Brain Injury (TBI), and general readjustment
issues sometimes manifest themselves in
veterans as crisis encounters with law
enforcement.
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Behaviors We May See

e Risky behaviors to get an adrenaline rush

e Speeding/Erratic driving, road rage

 Alcohol abuse, domestic violence, child abuse

e Addictions- drugs, sex, food, alcohol, work,
adrenaline, gambling........

* Anger, unpredictability, aggression
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CHARGES INLCUDE:
DUI/DWI
Theft (petty theft)
Assault and Battery
Domestic Violence & Child Abuse
Violation of Probation (VOP)
Drug Possession/ Sales and Intent to Distribute
Trespassing/Open containers (homeless veterans)
Murder
Sex Offense
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Justice Involved Veterans include:

**\Veterans in contact with law enforcement
who can appropriately be diverted to
treatment in lieu of incarceration

**Veterans in jails detained, pre-trial or serving a
sentence

**Veterans involved in adjudication or
monitoring through the courts
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Basic Eligibility for VA Healthcare

*If they have served in the active military,
naval, air service, and are separated under any
condition other than dishonorable

**Current and/or former members of the
Reserves and National Guard called to active
duty



VJO Program

Duty Requirements

s*Veterans who enlisted after September
7,1980, or entered active duty after October
16, 1981 must have served 2 consecutive
years (24 months)to be eligible for VA Medical
Services
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What VJO Can DO
**Serve Veterans of all Eras

s*Assess Veterans healthcare needs, identify
appropriate VA and Non-VA services

s*Refer and link Veterans comprehensive
healthcare services

**With Veteran consent, communicate
essentials, (attendance, progress, treatment
testing, discharge plan) to the courts
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VJO Can’t Do’s

“**Perform psychiatric/psychological evaluations
for the court

s* Accept custody
**Guarantee program acceptance

**Write lengthy court reports complete
diversion paperwork

**Advocate for legislation
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A Veterans Justice Outreach Specialist can assist
an incarcerated veteran by:

e Requesting his/her military discharge papers
(DD 214)

e Assisting the veteran with enrolling at their
local VA medical Center
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Veterans Healthcare Includes:

K/
0’0

K/
’0

L)

e

%

e

%

e

%

K/ K/
0’0 0’0

>

L)

K/
0’0

NS

K/
0’0

Hospital, outpatient, medical, dental, pharmacy, and prosthetic services
Domiciliary, nursing home, and community based residential care
Sexual trauma counseling

Specialized healthcare for women veterans

Health and rehabilitation programs for homeless veterans
Readjustment Counseling

Mental Health services including alcohol and drug dependency treatment, compensated
work therapy-supported employment, PTSD treatment, TBI treatment, and other mental
health issues relevant to eligible veteran population

Medical evaluations for disorders associated with military service in the Gulf War or
exposure to agent orange, radiation, and other environmental hazards

VA Vocational Rehabilitation
Housing Assistance
Vet Center Counseling Referrals
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Treatment Options Available

Outpatient
e Substance Abuse Rehabilitation Program

Mental Health services through psychology and
psychiatry including medication management

e Telemental Health
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Treatment Options Available
Inpatient

e [Inpatient psychiatric hold 72 hours unless
court ordered for longer.
e Patients are allowed to sign themselves out

Against Medical Advice (AMA) if they are not
a danger to themselves or others
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Treatment Options Available
Residential

» Perry Point, MD VA Medical Center

e 21-100 days residential substance abuse
treatment

e Sub-acute inpatient psychiatry unit (step-
down from acute care) 30-60 day stays
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Treatment Options Available
Contract Residential

e Maryland Center for Veterans Education
&Training (MCVET) Baltimore, MD- up to 2
year substance abuse and transitional housing
program for veterans

e Baltimore Station- Baltimore, MD- up to 2
yvears substance abuse and transitional
housing program for veterans
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Treatment Options Available
Residential
» Martinsburg, WV VA Medical Center
e Substance Abuse Treatment Program -8 weeks

e PTSD Center (Residential for Combat Related
PTSD Only)

 Domiciliary for Homeless Veterans

 Health Maintenance Program- for veterans with
chronic medical and psychiatric issues
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Veteran’s Treatment Court/Docket
Metro DC Area:
» Fairfax County VA- Started February 12th 2015

e Court supervised comprehensive treatment program to
help veterans address the issues that led to their contact
with the criminal justice system.

e 18 month minimum commitment, must have received an
honorable or general under honorable discharge.

e Exclusions for the docket include: Incompetent to stand
trial, history of serious sex offenses, offenses involving
weapons in the commission of a crime, special violent
offenses
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Veteran’s Treatment Court/Docket
Metro DC Area:

» Prince Georges County, MD- Scheduled to start May 21°t
2015

e Supervised voluntary sanctioned based comprehensive
treatment program.

e Up to 24 month committeemen to treatment court.
Discharge status does not matter (county resources for
those not VA eligible).

e Exclusion from docket: violent offenders, gun charges
(state’s attorney review).
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Veteran’s Treatment Court/Docket
Baltimore Region
» Baltimore City: Start date to be determined
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**How you can locate the VJO Specialist for your
jurisdiction.

www.va.gov/homeless/vjo/asp

*»*Veteran’s Services
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Karen Carrington, LICSW
Contact Number- 202-636-767
Cell phone- 202-431-677
Karen.Carrington2@va.gov
Jovanni Mooring, LCSW-C
Contact Number 410-637-1316
Jovanni.Mooring@va.gov
Dave Gowers, LICSW

Contact Number —304-263-0811 x-4548
Cell phone- 304-839-8413
Dave.Gowers@va.gov




