Nighttime Economy Task Force

Quality of Life Subcommittee notes from May 28, 2013
 
Bethesda Urban Partnership - Stephanie Coppula
· Affordable housing is an issue for young people
· More live entertainment/music is needed
· People want more focus on the arts; want to experience them closer to home
· Feeling of exclusion in the planning process for entertainment and events
· Red Shirts are the "Ask Me" squad in Bethesda
 
Wheaton Urban District - Joe Callaway
· A lot of mom and pop establishments that struggle; few of them are open late
· Increasing population living in and around Wheaton metro is changing things
· Increased development is contributing to changing environment
 
Silver Spring Urban District - Victor Salazar
· Red Shirts (34 Ambassadors) operation 6am-midnight (7 days a week); 6-7 people shifts (maintenance and public safety)
· Responsibilities include pulling trash, power washing urination, graffiti cleanup, being first on the scene 
· Noise is an issue during big events; 
· Fillmore: not as many noise complaints because residents have adjusted but there still are some nuisance complaints
· Extended hours provided for certain events/times
· Assist w/ buddy escorts, calling taxis
Logistics for urban districts / business improvement districts

· Parking meters fund staff in MoCo's three urban districts
· One trash truck is currently used for the three urban districts 
· Transportation is a big issue
· Business owners need encouragement to do their part to clean up in front of their establishments (MoCo responsibility vs. business responsibility)
Additional information

· City of London and Toronto have best practices documents
· Are there processes for businesses to inform the public sector about news and events? 
· Foot traffic incidents - street scape issues have become an issue - streetlight surveys, potholes, etc.
