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DEPARTMENT OF PERMITTING SERVICES 

 

            Marc Elrich                                                                                  Rabbiah Sabbakhan 

        County Executive        Director 

                                      
2425 Reedie Drive, 7th Floor Wheaton, MD 20902  ∙  311 ∙  240-777-0311  ∙  240-777-6256 TTY 

www.montgomerycountymd.gov/dps 
 

September 6, 2023 
 
 
Montgomery County Board of Appeals 
Stella B. Werner Council Office Building 
100 Maryland Avenue, Room 217 
Rockville, MD 20850 
 
Re: 2230 Spencerville Road, Spencerville  
 Required variances 
 

Dear Mr. Pentecost and Members of the Board: 
 
The Department of Permitting Services has reviewed the attached variance drawing for a 
landscape contractor conditional use proposed at 2230 Spencerville Road, Spencerville.  It is our 
determination that the use as proposed cannot satisfy the requirement under Montgomery 
County Zoning Code Section 59.3.5.5.B.b for a 50-foot setback on all sides for buildings, parking, 
loading and other site operations.  The proposed use requires the following variances: 
 

1. A 40-foot variance to allow a ten-foot parking setback along a portion (approximately 
50%) of the western property line, as shown on the attached variance drawing. 

2. A 40-foot variance to allow a ten-foot setback along a portion (approximately 75%) of 
the northern property line, as shown on the attached variance drawing. 

3. A 45.2-foot variance to allow use of a pre-existing shed located approximately 4.2 feet 
from the western property line, as shown on the attached variance drawing.   

      
 
       Sincerely, 
 

        
       Patricia D. Wolford 
       Zoning Manager 
       Zoning and Code Compliance Division 
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Beall, Mark

From: Etheridge, Mark <Mark.Etheridge@montgomerycountymd.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, November 15, 2023 9:55 AM
To: Beall, Mark
Cc: Fitzgerald, Patrick
Subject: RE: Treeman Conditional Use- CU202409

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] Exercise caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or responding. 

Hi Mark –  
 
We have two things going on with this one currently. 
 
There is an SLDA application in for removal of illegal paving (SC 289868). This removal is to comply with a Notice of 
Violation. We returned the review to Mike Norton on August 2. The salient comment is that we cannot approve the 
submission until he submits approval from MNCPPC for forest conservation, since the subject property is over 40,000 sf 
in area. Nothing has been submitted and the application is currently in suspended status in our system. 
 
There is also a stormwater management concept application in for review (SM 289946) for construction of a new 
parking area on the property. We returned review comments to Mike Norton on September 13, and he resubmitted the 
application package on October 20. I believe the stormwater management concept is close to approval. 
 
Mark C. Etheridge 
Manager 
Water Resources Section | Montgomery Co. Department of Permitting Services 
2425 Reedie Drive, 7th Floor 
Wheaton, MD 20902 
240-777-6338 
Mark.etheridge@montgomerycountymd.gov 

 
 

From: Beall, Mark <Mark.Beall@montgomeryplanning.org>  
Sent: Wednesday, November 15, 2023 9:22 AM 
To: Kwesi Woodroffe <KWoodroffe@mdot.maryland.gov>; Etheridge, Mark 
<Mark.Etheridge@montgomerycountymd.gov>; Benham, Heidi <Heidi.Benham@montgomerycountymd.gov>; LaBaw, 
Marie <Marie.LaBaw@montgomerycountymd.gov> 
Subject: Treeman Conditional Use- CU202409 
 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] 

Good Morning, 
 
I believe you all have been working with Mike Norton on the subject project. I just wanted to see where things are and if 
you need any additional information. Here is the link to what was submitted for the CU in DAIC. Remember CU’s are not 

Attachment D
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in ePlans and there are no tasks. This is a landscape contractor that has been in business for a while and got caught by 
DPS Zoning for not having a CU. The house towards the front of the property will remain a residence. The workers will 
have access to the house for bathroom purposes only. The house will not be used for an office or customers. If I can get 
any major comments or approvals by 12/11/2023, that would be a big help. If you have no comments, then just let me 
know that also. 
 
DAIC Link: 
https://eplans.montgomeryplanning.org/daiclinks/pdoxlinks.aspx?apno=CU202409&projname=Polanco%20DBA%20Tre
eman%20Inc 
 
You can just hit reply to me and not all unless you think your comment pertains to someone else on this email. No since 
in everyone’s email getting filled up with unnecessary emails.  
 
If you have any concerns please let me know. Thank you for your help and have a good day! 
 
 

 

 Thank you, 
Mark Beall 
Zoning, Public Projects & Ag Initiatives Section 
Zoning Planner | Upcounty Division 
Montgomery County Planning Department 
2425 Reedie Drive, 13th Floor, Wheaton, MD 20902 
mark.beall@montgomeryplanning.org 
o: 301-495-1330 

                

 
 
 
 

To help 
protect your 
privacy, 
Micro so ft 
Office 
prevented 
auto matic  
download of 
this pictu re  
from the  
In ternet. 

   www.montgomerycountymd.gov/oig  
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Beall, Mark

From: Kwesi Woodroffe <KWoodroffe@mdot.maryland.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, November 15, 2023 9:35 AM
To: Beall, Mark
Subject: RE: Treeman Conditional Use- CU202409

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] Exercise caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or responding. 

Mark, 
 
I have no comments. 
 
Thanks, Kwesi 
 
Kwesi Woodroffe 
Regional Engineer 
District 3 Access Management 
MDOT State Highway Administration 
 
 
 

From: Beall, Mark <Mark.Beall@montgomeryplanning.org>  
Sent: Wednesday, November 15, 2023 9:22 AM 
To: Kwesi Woodroffe <KWoodroffe@mdot.maryland.gov>; mark.etheridge 
<Mark.Etheridge@montgomerycountymd.gov>; Benham, Heidi <Heidi.Benham@montgomerycountymd.gov>; 
marie.labaw@montgomerycountymd.gov 
Subject: Treeman Conditional Use- CU202409 
 

Good Morning, 
 
I believe you all have been working with Mike Norton on the subject project. I just wanted to see where things are and if 
you need any additional information. Here is the link to what was submitted for the CU in DAIC. Remember CU’s are not 
in ePlans and there are no tasks. This is a landscape contractor that has been in business for a while and got caught by 
DPS Zoning for not having a CU. The house towards the front of the property will remain a residence. The workers will 
have access to the house for bathroom purposes only. The house will not be used for an office or customers. If I can get 
any major comments or approvals by 12/11/2023, that would be a big help. If you have no comments, then just let me 
know that also. 
 
DAIC Link: 
https://eplans.montgomeryplanning.org/daiclinks/pdoxlinks.aspx?apno=CU202409&projname=Polanco%20DBA%20Tre
eman%20Inc 
 
You can just hit reply to me and not all unless you think your comment pertains to someone else on this email. No since 
in everyone’s email getting filled up with unnecessary emails.  
 
If you have any concerns please let me know. Thank you for your help and have a good day! 

 You don't often get email from mark.beall@montgomeryplanning.org. Learn why this is important  
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 Thank you, 
Mark Beall 
Zoning, Public Projects & Ag Initiatives Section 
Zoning Planner | Upcounty Division 
Montgomery County Planning Department 
2425 Reedie Drive, 13th Floor, Wheaton, MD 20902 
mark.beall@montgomeryplanning.org 
o: 301-495-1330 
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Beall, Mark

From: Benham, Heidi <Heidi.Benham@montgomerycountymd.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, November 15, 2023 12:08 PM
To: Beall, Mark
Subject: RE: Treeman Conditional Use- CU202409

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] Exercise caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or responding. 

Mark, 
 
No objections or comments really. There is a permitted septic system there now, finaled in July. It is sufficient to support 
occasional bathroom use by the 20 employees but nothing else. The location of the operation does not interfere with 
the septic system either. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Heidi Benham 
Manager, Well and Septic Section 
2425 Reedie Drive, 7th floor 
Wheaton, MD 20902 
Office: 240-777-6318 
Heidi.benham@montgomerycountymd.gov 

 
 
 
 
 

From: Beall, Mark <Mark.Beall@montgomeryplanning.org>  
Sent: Wednesday, November 15, 2023 9:22 AM 
To: Kwesi Woodroffe <KWoodroffe@mdot.maryland.gov>; Etheridge, Mark 
<Mark.Etheridge@montgomerycountymd.gov>; Benham, Heidi <Heidi.Benham@montgomerycountymd.gov>; LaBaw, 
Marie <Marie.LaBaw@montgomerycountymd.gov> 
Subject: Treeman Conditional Use- CU202409 
 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] 

Good Morning, 
 
I believe you all have been working with Mike Norton on the subject project. I just wanted to see where things are and if 
you need any additional information. Here is the link to what was submitted for the CU in DAIC. Remember CU’s are not 
in ePlans and there are no tasks. This is a landscape contractor that has been in business for a while and got caught by 
DPS Zoning for not having a CU. The house towards the front of the property will remain a residence. The workers will 
have access to the house for bathroom purposes only. The house will not be used for an office or customers. If I can get 
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any major comments or approvals by 12/11/2023, that would be a big help. If you have no comments, then just let me 
know that also. 
 
DAIC Link: 
https://eplans.montgomeryplanning.org/daiclinks/pdoxlinks.aspx?apno=CU202409&projname=Polanco%20DBA%20Tre
eman%20Inc 
 
You can just hit reply to me and not all unless you think your comment pertains to someone else on this email. No since 
in everyone’s email getting filled up with unnecessary emails.  
 
If you have any concerns please let me know. Thank you for your help and have a good day! 
 
 

 

 Thank you, 
Mark Beall 
Zoning, Public Projects & Ag Initiatives Section 
Zoning Planner | Upcounty Division 
Montgomery County Planning Department 
2425 Reedie Drive, 13th Floor, Wheaton, MD 20902 
mark.beall@montgomeryplanning.org 
o: 301-495-1330 
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protect your 
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From: LaBaw, Marie
To: Beall, Mark
Subject: Re: Treeman Conditional Use- CU202409
Date: Wednesday, January 3, 2024 6:38:19 PM
Attachments: image001.png

image002.png
image003.png
image004.png
image005.png
image006.jpg

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] Exercise caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or
responding.

Sorry, I missed responding to this. I don’t see any occupied buildings as part of the application
which would mean FD access doesn’t apply.

From: Beall, Mark <Mark.Beall@montgomeryplanning.org>
Sent: Wednesday, January 3, 2024 4:00:56 PM
To: LaBaw, Marie <Marie.LaBaw@montgomerycountymd.gov>
Subject: FW: Treeman Conditional Use- CU202409
 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

Marie,
 
Have you had a chance to look at this and make sure you don’t have any major comments? I
didn’t see a reply from you and just make sure I didn’t miss something. Sorry if I missed your
reply.
 
Have a good day!
 
 
 

 Thank you,
Mark Beall
Zoning, Public Projects & Ag Initiatives Section
Zoning Planner | Upcounty Division
Montgomery County Planning Department
2425 Reedie Drive, 13th Floor, Wheaton, MD 20902
mark.beall@montgomeryplanning.org
o: 301-495-1330

               
2D690ACD

 
 

From: Beall, Mark 

mailto:Marie.LaBaw@montgomerycountymd.gov
mailto:Mark.Beall@montgomeryplanning.org
mailto:mark.beall@montgomeryplanning.org








Sent: Wednesday, November 15, 2023 9:22 AM
To: Kwesi Woodroffe <KWoodroffe@mdot.maryland.gov>; mark.etheridge
<Mark.Etheridge@montgomerycountymd.gov>; Benham, Heidi
<Heidi.Benham@montgomerycountymd.gov>; marie.labaw@montgomerycountymd.gov
Subject: Treeman Conditional Use- CU202409
 
Good Morning,
 
I believe you all have been working with Mike Norton on the subject project. I just wanted to see
where things are and if you need any additional information. Here is the link to what was submitted
for the CU in DAIC. Remember CU’s are not in ePlans and there are no tasks. This is a landscape
contractor that has been in business for a while and got caught by DPS Zoning for not having a CU. The
house towards the front of the property will remain a residence. The workers will have access to the
house for bathroom purposes only. The house will not be used for an office or customers. If I can get
any major comments or approvals by 12/11/2023, that would be a big help. If you have no comments,
then just let me know that also.
 
DAIC Link: https://eplans.montgomeryplanning.org/daiclinks/pdoxlinks.aspx?
apno=CU202409&projname=Polanco%20DBA%20Treeman%20Inc
 
You can just hit reply to me and not all unless you think your comment pertains to someone else on
this email. No since in everyone’s email getting filled up with unnecessary emails.
 
If you have any concerns please let me know. Thank you for your help and have a good day!
 
 

 Thank you,
Mark Beall
Zoning, Public Projects & Ag Initiatives Section
Zoning Planner | Upcounty Division
Montgomery County Planning Department
2425 Reedie Drive, 13th Floor, Wheaton, MD 20902
mark.beall@montgomeryplanning.org
o: 301-495-1330

               
2D690ACD
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From: Johnson, Nana
To: Beall, Mark
Cc: Clayborne, Mariah
Subject: FW: A-6834, CU 24-06 and BoA Administration Request
Date: Thursday, October 26, 2023 10:49:49 AM

[EXTERNAL EMAIL] Exercise caution when opening attachments, clicking links, or
responding.

Hi Mark,
 
I don’t know if you are the one assigned to CU 24-09 (Polanco), it is not CU 24-06 and has not been accepted yet.
 
Nana
 

From: Office of Zoning and Administrative Hearings <OZAH@montgomerycountymd.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 10:44 AM
To: Robeson Hannan, Lynn <Lynn.RobesonHannan@montgomerycountymd.gov>; Byrne, Kathleen E.
<Kathleen.Byrne@montgomerycountymd.gov>
Cc: Johnson, Nana <Nana.Johnson@montgomerycountymd.gov>
Subject: Fw: A-6834, CU 24-06 and BoA Administration Request
 

 

From: Jay, Barbara <Barbara.Jay@montgomerycountymd.gov>
Sent: Wednesday, October 25, 2023 11:45 AM
To: Donald E. Chamberlin <dechamb@verizon.net>; Office of Zoning and Administrative Hearings
<OZAH@montgomerycountymd.gov>
Cc: Putman, Jim <jputman2727@gmail.com>; Faustini, Lou <lou@faustini.com>
Subject: RE: A-6834, CU 24-06 and BoA Administration Request
 
Thank you, Mr. Chamberlin, for your comments and for including OZAH on your correspondence.  I trust that
office will add your comments to the record for this matter.
 
Sincerely,
 
Barbara Jay, Executive Director
Montgomery County Board of Appeals
100 Maryland Avenue, Suite 217
Rockville, Maryland 20850
 
 
 

From: Donald E. Chamberlin <dechamb@verizon.net> 
Sent: Tuesday, October 24, 2023 6:23 PM
To: Jay, Barbara <Barbara.Jay@montgomerycountymd.gov>; Office of Zoning and Administrative Hearings
<OZAH@montgomerycountymd.gov>
Cc: Putman, Jim <jputman2727@gmail.com>; Faustini, Lou <lou@faustini.com>
Subject: Re: A-6834, CU 24-06 and BoA Administration Request
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[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

Ms. Jay,

Thank you for providing the reference materials for A-6834. 

Having reviewed them, the Patuxent Watershed Protective Association has no objection to granting the
requested variances. Please add this communication to the record for the variances and inform the other
necessary related parties. OZAH is a co-addressee on this email.

This decision is based in part on [1] the work that the applicant has done to preserve the rural residential
character of the view of the property from the road, and minimize impact to the residential property to the
east, and [2] the fact that much of the property is surrounded by other much larger landscaping operations,
and [3] to a greater degree the fact that the portion of the property lying within the Patuxent Watershed
has been graveled over for many years - if not in fact decades - so any environmental damage due to
impervious compaction has been done long ago.  The fact that only a small portion of the northeast corner
of the property is within a PMA and not subject to the applicant's operation is also relevant.

Had the application proposed clearing forested areas, or paving over other predominantly grass or natural
areas, we would of course had a different response.

Regards,

Donald E. Chamberlin, Representative
Patuxent Watershed Protective Association

----------------------------------------------------------------------

On 10/23/2023 7:54 AM, Jay, Barbara wrote:

Dear Mr. Chamberlin,
 
Thank you for your email.  As it seems you are aware, the Board of Appeals referred a variance that
is requested in connection with a pending conditional use to OZAH to conduct a consolidated
hearing and to send a report and recommendation regarding the variance back to the Board at the
conclusion of those proceedings.  Attached are the materials that were filed by Ms. Carrier with the
Board.  This matter is currently pending at OZAH (copied), so until that office concludes its
proceedings, future correspondence regarding the requested variance should be directed to that
office.
                                                                                 
Regarding the misspelling of your name, the Board uses the Planning Department’s database to
generate its mailing list for organizations such as yours.  That said, when counsel is involved, we
require them to provide us with a mailing list.  The bottom line is that if you corrected the spelling
of your name in the MNCPPC database, when our office generates mailing lists going forward, your
name should be spelled correctly, but if we are using a mailing list provided by counsel, it may or
may not be, depending on when they compiled that list. 
 
I hope this addresses your questions.  Please feel free to reach out to our office at
BOA@montgomerycountymd.gov if you need additional assistance.

Sincerely,
 
Barbara Jay, Executive Director
Montgomery County Board of Appeals
100 Maryland Avenue, Suite 217

mailto:BOA@montgomerycountymd.gov


Rockville, Maryland 20850
 
 

From: Donald E. Chamberlin <dechamb@verizon.net> 
Sent: Saturday, October 21, 2023 4:25 PM
To: Jay, Barbara <Barbara.Jay@montgomerycountymd.gov>
Cc: Putman, Jim <jputman2727@gmail.com>; Faustini, Lou <lou@faustini.com>; Michele Albornoz
<albornoz.michele@gmail.com>; Remein, Quent - President CCA <quent@cloverly.net>
Subject: A6834, CU 24-06 and BoA Administration Request
 

[EXTERNAL EMAIL]

Ms. Jay,

In re variance request A-6834 CU 24-06, there is no record of this variance request or
CU2406  in the Development Application Information Center under those identifiers.  Can
you or Ms. Carrier please provide the full CU identifier or other plan identifier information
which will enable us to retrieve the application documents from the Development Information
Center?  There is also no plan information available via the mcatlas.org/zoning development
information link for this property.  We are particularly concerned because of the large area
variances requested and the fact that the property in question lies partly within the Upper
Paint Branch Special Protection Area and partly within the Patuxent Watershed.

Board of Appeals Administrative Request:  Please correct the spelling of my last name from
Chamberlain to Chamberlin.  I have recently made this correction in the M-NCPPC
environmental organizations contact information database.

Thank You,

Donald E. Chamberlin, Representative
Patuxent Watershed Protective Association

 

For more helpful Cybersecurity Resources, visit:
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