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Figure 1 – Site Location 
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Figure 2 – Existing Conditions
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Front of Site Seen from Spencerville Road

House and West Side of Front Lawn
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East Side of Front Lawn

Landscaping Along Front of Fence



 

 
6 

Inside Front Fence Line Looking at Abutting Property to East.  (Single-Family Home + Tailor  
(Single-Family Home on Subject Property Is Behind Photographer)

Edge of Gravel and Small Shed, Looking Towards Abutting Property to East
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Behind Fence Looking West Towards Abutting Property to West (Arbor Landscapers)

Gazebo, Variance Shed and Residential Parking Area
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Side View of Variance Shed and Gazebo, Arbor Landscapers Nursery Area to West

West Side of Rear Gravel Area Looking Towards On-Site House and Abutting Arbor Landscapers Property to West 
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East Side of Rear Gravel Area Looking Towards On-Site House and Small Shed

Rear Gravel Area Looking Towards Arbor Landscapers Property to North  
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Figure 3 – Subject Property and Neighboring Properties
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Figure 4 – Landscaping and Lighting Plan
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Figure 5 – Variance Plan 

Granting the variance may only authorize a use of land allowed by the underlying 

zone. 
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To approve a variance, the Board of Appeals must find that:

1. denying the variance would result in no reasonable use of the property; or

2. each of the following apply:

a. one or more of the following unusual or extraordinary situations or conditions exist:

i. exceptional narrowness, shallowness, shape, topographical conditions, or 
other extraordinary conditions peculiar to a specific property;

See
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Figure 5 – Bucket Truck U-Turns
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Figure 6 – Bucket Trailer Inbound

ii.   the proposed development uses an existing legal nonconforming property 

or structure;

iii.   the proposed development contains environmentally sensitive features or 

buffers;
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iv. the proposed development contains a historically significant property or 

structure; or

v. the proposed development substantially conforms with the established 
historic or traditional development pattern of a street or neighborhood;

b. the special circumstances or conditions are not the result of actions by the applicant;

c. the requested variance is the minimum necessary to overcome the practical 
difficulties that full compliance with this Chapter would impose due to the 
unusual or extraordinary situations or conditions on the property;

  

d. the variance can be granted without substantial impairment to the intent and 
integrity of the general plan and the applicable master plan; and

Cloverly Master Plan

1 As a threshold matter, the first guidance on application of the Master Plan comes from the Notice to Readers in the 
introductory section, which explains that master plans generally look ahead about 20 years, that circumstances at the time of
plan adoption will change over time, and that the specifics of a master plan may become less relevant as time goes on.  Here, 
the Master Plan is 26 years old, well beyond its anticipated lifetime, suggesting that its most relevant guidance will be found 
in its general objectives and recommendations, rather than in specifics.
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Maintenance of a residential appearance, where feasible.

Compatibility with the scale and architecture of the adjoining neighborhood, 
consistent with the proposed use.

The impact of signs, lighting, and other physical features on surrounding 
residential communities.
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Location of parking, loading, and other service areas to maintain residential 
appearances to the extent feasible.

Options for landscaping that minimizes the non-residential appearance of the 
site and the view from surrounding properties and roads. It is preferable for 
landscaping to reinforce Cloverly’s rural character and be consistent with the 
streetscape standards (see page 49 in Transportation Chapter) of the Master 
Plan and the landscaping standards for special exceptions.

When special exceptions are adjacent to each other or to commercial 
properties, review whether it is feasible and reasonable to consolidate 
driveways and connect parking areas.


