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MONTGOMERY COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF POLICE 
Crime Summary for 1st Quarter 2016i 

(January 1, 2016 to March 31, 2016) 
 
According to data from the first quarter of 2016, 

Part I offenses increased 5.1%. There were 

approximately 200 more Part I crimes in January 

to March 2016 than the same time in 2015.  Part 

II offenses increased 9.5% over the same time 

frame.  

 

It is immediately noticeable that there has been 

a decline in the violent crime categories that had 

increased throughout 2015, including homicide 

and aggravated assault. The number of rapes is 

still up slightly, but the growth in this category 

has slowed considerably. There is also a small 

increase in robbery, primarily due to the serial 

bank robberies that occurred in the first quarter, 

and a flurry of pharmaceutical robberies.  
 

The number of property crimes has spiked in 

this first quarter of 2016. The increase in 

burglary in the first quarter may be attributed to 

the frequency of break-ins that have occurred in 

vacant homes, including model homes or new 

homes under construction; this has been a 

significant issue in the 5th District – 

Germantown. Commercial burglaries have also 

increased, as subjects target multiple 

offices/office buildings in and around the same 

location (e.g., Rockville and Bethesda).   

 

 

Larceny continues to increase, unfortunately because many people continue to leave their vehicles 

unlocked. Approximately 80% of the vehicle-related thefts in the first quarter of 2016 occurred 

without the use of force because the vehicles were unlocked, allowing those with nefarious motives 

to enter the vehicle and take items of value.  
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Although the number of aggravated 

assaults declined in the first quarter, 

the number of minor assaults increased. 

Combined, there were 82 more assaults 

in 2016 than in 2015.  

 

The increase in narcotics offenses is the 

result of additional charges for 

marijuana. And a small spike in 

trespassing, which falls under the All 

Other Part II Criminal category, also 

contributed to the overall increase in 

Part II offenses.    

 
 

 

As the weather begins to change, the Montgomery County Police Department asks you to remember 

a few tips that will reduce the opportunities for those looking to reap the proceeds of criminal 

activity, and help prevent you from becoming a victim: 

 

If you’re working in the backyard, keep your front door and/or garage door closed and 

locked.  It only takes someone a minute to slip inside. Remember to lock all your doors and 

windows before leaving home. Don’t forget to lock all your sheds and out buildings, too!  

 

Put ladders and other tools back into a secure area when you’re done with them. Ladders and 

tools can be used by the bad guys to access your property.  

 

Nice weather means that more people are outside, walking and bicycling. Be mindful of all 

pedestrian activity, and don’t forget to properly secure any bicycles when not in use.  

 

Be a good neighbor! This can be one of the best crime prevention tools out there! Watchful 

neighbors can spot potential criminals and call the police. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
i
 Quarterly crime statistics source: MCP Records Management Dashboard. 


