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[ am writing to urge the Department of Defense to give favorable consideration to
the request by the Department of the Navy for funding under the Defense Access Roads
program for the road and transit improvements necessary for the BRAC relocation at the
National Naval Medical Center. I applaud the action by Admiral Jeffries in requesting

DAR certification.

[ understand that the Military Surface Deployment and Distribution Command has

reviewed the Navy’s request for certification and is working with the various affected
agencies to expedite a determination of the intersection improvements required. |
commend the SDDC’s action, as reflected in its Memorandum dated 10 June 2008 for the
Chief of the Army’s Bureau of Medicine and Surgery. The careful consideration being
given to the Metro pedestrian access project for DAR certification, and its coordination
with the Federal Highway Administration to determine its ability to coordinate with the
appropriate local transportation authorities to execute a project of this nature on behalf of
DOD, 1s a positive and welcome indication of the Army’s understanding of the need for
this improvement and the seriousness with which it is approaching this review. [ am
hopeful that the FHWA will be able to coordinate with all relevant agencies to devise a
successful project at the Metro station that ensures safe pedestrian crossing, provides
access to busses and Metro from both sides of Route 355, and facilitates vehicular flow in

that area.

[ look forward to your continued and expedited review of this request. I am
pleased to continue to work with you to help ensure that the roadways and transit systems
providing access to the new Walter Reed National Military Medical Center are able to

accommodate the daily arrivals of employees, patients and visitors.

Chris Van Hollen
Member of Congress
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Secretary Robert Gates

Rear Admiral Richard R. Jeffries

B.J. Penn, Asst. Sec. of the Navy

John Young, Under Sec. of Defense

Wayne Arny, Deputy Under Sec. of Defense




