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The Honorable chris Van Hollen
Mamber, House of Repredentdtives
1707 Longworth Houge Office Building
Washington, Dc 20S15-0001

Dear Mr. Van Hollen: \

\

Thank you for your lecter of July 17, 2009 regarding the impact of
idereased motor vehicle and pedestrian traffic on the future oparatiotia of
the Walter Reed National mMilitary Medical Center (WRNMMCF and Rockville Pfke.
The concerns you eéxpressed in your letter are also the concerns routinely
expressed by me aind my staff in & number of forums as we work to resolve
these important. isaues.

The “multi-modal proposal” ysu raférence has been  the subject of
considerable discussion and I am receiving roucine briefinga on this issue.
We are excited about any potentfal solution that will mitigate Eraffi{¢ &nd
allow more efficient tranaportacion for our patients, our staff, and the
surrounding community, In this case, the proposal has had 1little formal
analysis to aupporL its purported conclusions. To date, neither my staff nor
the state Highway Adminiscration have been provided any substantive analysis
and review to support the intuitive concluaiona of the proponents. Such
Bnalysis ic needed to determine that the proposal will not create additional
“bottlenecks® at our campus entrance and nearby intercections (such ae the
intersections at cedar Road/3s5 and Jones Bridge Road/358), that could
further impede access to the NNMC/NIH campuses and exacerbate already failing
interaection problems. wWe want to make sure that in attempting to eliminate
one bottleneck, we don’'t magnify che problem that exists at others.

There are also significant issues related to shared-costs and Anti-
cerrorism/Force Protection (AT/FP) that need to be addreased and detailed to
provide greater claricy for all ¢oéncerned. The proposal affects critical
8reds to both campusas. For example, weé would need some degree of discugcion
with the White fiouse and military air controllers in regard to prokimity
issues of the helicopter landing pad and other anti-terrorism iggues. At
Eirst blush, the proposal will require additional security check points, may
impact on the National Center of Excellence for Traumatic Peain Injury, and
a¥ego reduce opportunity for growth expanasion such as the new Navy Excharge
that will be a huge quality of life iopsue.

Recently, the County Department of Trangportation etated that this new
proposal ip intriguing but is {n need of further astudy. I believe it poses
more questione than answers at thig point. That said, I am committed to
looking at any option that can wmest the community’s needs and satisfy the
requirements of the state, the county, and the stakeholders in the area. As
more information relative Lo thig most recent proposal becomes available, T

My otatf and I are eager to work with your office, Maryland State
officials, and all local planners to ensure that we take evetry poasible astep
to reduce or eliminate the traffic congestion that we gae cutside our gates
each morning and evening. We will partner with community leaders to ceek an
approach that thoroughly assesses the traffic problems and créates solutions
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that discoursges aingte occupancy vehicles, increases access for peédeatriansg
and bicycle commuterg, and {ncorporates community planning tenets. Doing so
will provide the long term solutiong that will net only benefit operations
aboard the NNMC Campus but will alge improve the quality of life of gracious
hoate and neighbore.

RAgain, thank you for your lecter and I 160k forward to continuing to
work with you and your ataff in resolving these important igsuesd, If I can
be of any further asgidtance, please let me know. I can be reachea at (301)
295-5800.

Sincerely,

M. L. NATHAN )
Rear Admiral, Mediesi Corps
U. 8. Navy

Commander



