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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

Department of the Navy 

Notice of Intent to Prepare an ronmental Impact 

Statement for the lit s Development and 

University Expans at Naval rt Activity Bethesda, 

Bethesda, Maryland and to announce Public Scoping Meetings 

AGENCY: Department of t , DoD. 

ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: Pursuant to section (102) (2) (c) of the National 

Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969, the regulations 

implemented by the 1 on Environmental Quality (40 

Code of ions [CFR] parts 1500 1508), t 

Department of the Navy (DoN) announces s to 

an ronmental Impact Statement (E S) to e 

the 1 environmental effects as with the 

proposed actions at Naval Support Act sda 

to ement t Congressional mandate scal Year 
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(FY) 2010 National Defense Aut zation Act (NDAA) to 

the new statutory wor ass standards for 

mili ne at the Walter Re National Military 

Center at Bethesda (WRNMMCB) by providing enduring 

s commensurate in , capability and 

as those provided the Base Realignment 

Closure (BRAC) investment ss the space and 

rational limitations at the Uniformed Services 

Y of the Health S s (USUHS). The 

act which will enhance support but not to the 

ssions of the instal medical center or USUHS, 

1) the demolition of five (5) hospit 

reconstruction of a s Ie 5-story faci 

associated parking garage, utility capacity s, and 

temporary medical facilities to provide uninte 

ient care during construction (Medical Facil ies 

Development) and 2) ion of the USUHS 

associated parking garage. 

These proposed actions are two s the 2012 

NSA Bethesda Master Plan that the DoN is currently updating 

and this EIS anal es the implementation of these 

components. The 2012 NSA Bethesda Master an reflects 

ongoing projects previously considered NEPA as well 
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as 1 future development rtunit s at NSA 

Bethesda. EIS will evaluate cumulative effects of 

proposed a in the context of known, 

act sand identi the potent 1 programmat effects 

of the propos actions the context of the 

future development opportunities. Therefore, the EIS 11 

analyze environmental effects of the 2012 NSA Bethesda 

Master Plan relative to the implementat of the proposed 

act in this E S. For potential future deve 

opportunities, the DoN will ensure appropriate NEPA 

ew is completed at such time as the ects are 

proposed for ation. 

propos actions at N Bethesda consist of: 1) 

the cal Facil es Development, which udes 

demolition of Buildings 2, 4, 6, 7, 8 and construction 

of a single, 5 story replacement building the medical 

center core, construction of an associated garage, 

utility upgrades, construct of tempo 

medical facilit s to maintain uninterrupted ient care 

during construction, internal renovations to Buildings 

1, 3, 5, 9, and 10; and 2) Univers Expans , which 

construct of a new c ssroom/res facility 

and associated parking garage at USUHS. The ed 
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actions would not add to the sting missions at NSA 

Bethesda occur to the 2005 BRAC Law 

mandated relocation of the Wa Reed Army Medica 

Center's (WRAMC) tertiary ( city and complex care) 

medical se ces to National Naval Medical Center (NNMC) at 

NSA in September 2011. With the relocation, the 

NNMC will renamed the WRNMMCB. 

NSA sda is the action proponent and DoN is the 

lead a for the proposed actions. Jo Task Force 

Nat 1 ital Region cal (JTF CapMed), NNMC, and 

USUHS, are tenants of NSA sda and are stakeholders 

for t se activities. 

DoN is init i a 45-day public scoping period to 

1 community sts and spe fic issues to be 

ssed in the EIS. The public scoping riod starts 

publication s Notice of Intent. The DoN 

will hold two public scoping meetings to inform the ic 

of proposed act and rece comments. 

Comments, both ten and oral, will be collect at 

each of the two ic scoping meet s. Each of 

public scoping meetings will consist of an open 
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session followed by a live presentation and an opportunity 

the public to present their comments. To ensure 

the 1 of issues ed to the proposed actions 

will be addressed, sentat s from the DoN will be 

lable to sol t comments from all rested parties 

during the public scoping meetings. Following future 

pUblication of the dra Ers, at a t to be determined, 

further public meetings will be d to ss comments on 

the ft document. 

DATES AND ADDRESSES: The two public scop meet will 

be he on the following dates: 

1. sday, ember 7, 2011, 5:00 p.m. to 9:00 

p.m., Bethesda Marriott, 5151 Pooks 11 Road, Bethe 

Maryland 20814. 

2. Monday, September 12, 2011, 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m., 

Be sda Marriott, 5151 Pooks Hill Road, Bethe , Maryland 

20814. 

Additional information concerning meeting t sand 

locations are avai e on the NSA Bethesda website at: 

://www.bethesda.med.navy. /nsa/eis.aspx. Public 
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meeting schedules and will also be 

in local newspapers. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Dean, NSA Bethesda 

Affairs Office; email: 

NNMC.NSABETHESDAEIS@med. 1; telephone number: 301­
~~~~~~~~~~__~__ ...............................,L____ 


295-5727. 

SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION: NSA sda is a 243-acre 

care, medical and research installat 

located in Bethesda County, Maryland and is 

the horne of the world NNMC. The instal 

provides logistical and s ce support to all of its 

tenant commands, JTF CapMed, NNMC, and USUHS. In 

September 2011, with completion of 2005 BRAC 

relocation of WRAMC tert y medical services to NNMC and 

its transformat to WRNMMCB, the facil y 11 become the 

premier DoD cal center offering intens complex 

specialty and s medical s most 

seriously onnel from all mil services. 

WRNMMCB and USUHS 11 also provide tra post­

graduate level education to the mili cal community 

and serve as a cr ical medical resea center. 
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purpose of the Medical Facilities Development lS to 

lement the Congressional the FY2010 

Nat 1 Defense Authorization Act to achieve the new 

statutory world-class standa litary medicine at 

WRNMMCB by providing endu lities commensurate 

in quality, capability and ion as those provided by 

the BRAC investment. The cal Ii ties Development is 

because current space is insufficient to meet world 

s standards such as compression to single occupancy 

ient rooms, a state simulation center, a 

health innovation center. purpose of, and r, 

the Medical Facilities Development was identi 

subsequent to the ng for BRAC 2005, whi was 

specifically designed to accommodate the trans WRAMC 

to WRNMMCB and was never intended to address ssion 

capability or funct lity of the existing infrastructure. 

The prima purpose of the University ion is to 

address the s space and operati 1 tations 

that exist for ion and research act es due to the 

fragmented, ng, and inefficient infrastructure and 

enable USUHS to serve as the core academic h research 

center at WRNMMCB. The University Expansion is needed 

because USUHS operations are current fragmented 
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between site leased space ry County, 

and other dispe s on NSA Bethesda. 

t ly, the University will address the 

most recent Liaison Committee on cal Education 

itation requirements, and de adequate education 

research space to meet lit Health System 

tments to deliver trai and post-graduate level 

ion to the military cal community. 

The Medical Facilities opment resulted an 

ive planning ss which resulted in the 

Comprehensive Master Plan (CMP) developed by JTF 

response to the FY10 NDAA Congressional mandate, 

identified and eva alternatives based on 

departmental needs anticipated at the WRNMMCB after 

completion of BRAC-mandated relocations in S r 

2011. The CMP 1 process identif the proposed 

action as the best approach to meet the ss I 

mandate for ss facilities commensurate quality, 

capability and ion with the BRAC stment. The 

Medical Facil s opment, as de CMP, 

entails demol ion of Buildings 2, 4, 6, 7, 8 

(approximately 326,000 square feet (SF)) of 

construction of a single, 5-story facility totaling 
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imately 563,000 SF in same basic The 

cal Facilit s Development also proposes util ies and 

r capacity upgrades, internal renovations in Buildings 

1, 3, 5, 9 and 10, and the use of the nort st parking lot 

temporary cal facil ies to maintain uninterrupt 

ient care ing the construction period. 

The Medical Facilit Development also proposes, 

the lawn in of Buil 1, the construction of an 

approximately 203,000 SF, SOD-space underground parking 

garage, whi in addition to the medical center, will serve 

the overall rking needs at NSA Bethe The EIS will 

analyze alternat sites at NSA Bet sda for 

underground parking gar the warehouse area in t 

northeast corner, the or Road site the northeast 

area, and H-Lot in the area, re ively. 

The E S will consider two alternat sites the 

Univers Expansion: Alternative 1 Alternat 2 are 

south and west, re ly, of sting USUHS campus. 

Under of the ernative sites, the Univers 

Expans would ent 1 an approximately 341,000 SF 

educat and resea facility and an approximately 
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144,000 SF, 400- ce parking structure that serve 

USUHS and the overall parking ne across NSA Bethesda. 

The EIS 11 also cons r No Action Alternative, 

which will evaluate the impact at NSA Bethe the event 

that the proposed actions do not occur. 

The EIS will address t potential s of the 

proposed actions on the of staff, s, and 

visitors at NSA Bethesda. In addition, EIS will 

evaluate potential direct, indirect, short-term, 

term, and cumulative s to the human and natural 

environment, to include ial impacts to topography, 

geology, soils; water resources, bi ical resources, 

air qual , noise, structure and utilities, traf 

and t ion, 1 resources, use, 

socioe cs, environmental justice, public hea 

and safety. Known areas of concern associated with 

propos actions providing red space and 

facil at NSA sda in cons of historic 

eristics of allation, and the impact to 

local traffic and se parking associated with 

and ient visits. Other recent s at, and the 

vic y of, NSA will be evaluated to ensure 
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conside the cumulat s of the propos 

actions context of the and programmed 

projects as well as reasonably foreseeable projects 

identified the 2012 Master 

The EIS will also cons r 2012 NSA Be sda Master 

Plan relative to the implementation of the Medical 

Fa lities Development and Un rsity Expansion. The EIS 

will eva e the cumulat cts of the 

actions the context of programmed projects already 

ss and the programmat effects of ial 

development s identified 2012 NSA 

Haster Plan. 

DoN encourages ies and the public to provide 

wr comments in ion to, or in lieu 0 , oral 

comments at the public scoping meetings. To most 

he , comments describe fic issues 

or topics that the EIS should address. ten comments 

must be postmarked 45 days of date of 

pUblication of s notice in the 1 Register and 

should be mailed to address below. Comments may also 

submitted 1 and/or the webs listed below, 

within 45 days of the date of publ ion of this notice 
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the Federal Register. Requests inclus on the EIS 

mail list may also be tted to: Sandy Dean, NSA 

Bethe Public Af s Office, 8901 Wiscons Avenue, 

Bethesda, and 20889; via email at 

NNMC.NSABETHESDAEIS@med. .mil; via telephone at 301-295­
----------------------~------~--. ­

5727; or visit the ject website at 

ht sda.med. 

Dated: August 15, 2011 

(~oJ
(c!r M. Beal 

Lieutenant Commander, 
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