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PART III—_FRANCHISING AND REGULATION

SEC. 621. [47 U.S.C. 541] GENERAL FRANCHISE REQUIREMENTS.
(a)(1) A franchising authority may award, in accordance with
the provisions of this title, 1 or more franchises within its jurisdic-
_tion; except that a franchising authority may not grant an exclu-
sive franchise and may not unreasonably refuse to award an addi-
tional competitive franchise. Any agplicant whose application for a
second franchise has been denied by a final decision of the fran-
chising authority may appeal such final decision pursuant to the
provisions of section 635 for failure to comply with this subsection.
(2) Any franchise shall be construed to authorize the construc-
tion of a cable system over public rights-of-way, and through ease-
pp || ments, which is within the area to be served by the cable system
and which have been dedicated for compatible uses, except that in

using such easements the cable operator shall ensure—

(A) that the safety, functioning, and appearance of the
property and the convenience and the safety of other persons
not be adversely affected by the installation or construction of
facilities necessary for a cable system;

(B) that the cost of the installation, construction, oper-
ation, or removal of such facilities be borne by the cable opera-
tor or subscriber, or a combination of both; and



