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Tiquia Bennett, I woke up as a Black Woman 
I woke up as a black woman. After the initial shock and the complete disbelief, I immediately thought of my family. Will they accept me for who I have now become? Will they be able to love me for who I am now?
Can they understand that I did not choose this, this chose me, without explanation? Can they support me through this transformation? 
I am extremely scared and even more confused. Who am I now? What do I do?  I have so many questions and concerns but who do I turn to.
I can't handle all the judgement, disappointment, negativity and disrespect that come along with it. How can I ever be as brave, strong, and courageous?  As tough as the ones who already did it. 
I have been chosen to represent something I don't quite understand. Why? is beyond me. Should I be proud? Should I be wary? Do I even believe this can be? 
Should I seek success beyond my wildest dreams? Or just accept the fact that most of these people don't work as a team. 
I'm terrified because I don't know how my new life will be, but I have to have faith and believe. Because whatever this is, it's much bigger than just me.
As I stare in the mirror, and take a deep breath. I humbly accept who I am looking at, and who is looking back.
Although I am still scared, and a tad bit confused.  I know in my heart, I'm not being set up to loose. 
So, I'm going to take this power, which I now possess inside. To do what I know I have to do. With my head up, standing tall with pride.
And whenever the inevitable shows up and try to mess with my head. I will just smile and remember anything can be different, when you get out the bed. 
Because I woke up, as a black woman. 
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Amy McGuire, What it Means to Be a Woman in 2017
It’s being the sole “breadwinner” of the family, yet marching for equal pay. 
It’s voting a woman for President, yet she does not get her day. 

It’s being told you’re a good mom for bringing home the check.
It’s being told you’re a bad mom for leaving the house a wreck.

It’s knowing you’re right, even though they won’t hear you.
Then watching a man get the credit, girl get back to work, we don’t feel you.

It’s all the opportunity, yet watch how you dress.
Be nice how you say it, bitch, but why do you stress?

You breastfeed your baby, but please put that boob away.
It’s pumping and bottling, you can’t win either way.

It’s speaking up; it’s calling them out on the hate.
It’s you shouldn’t have said that, and why did you wait.

It’s having the choice, but you’re right and you’re wrong.
We’ve got to be louder, or our choice will be gone.

We’re breaking the ceilings, but we need to hear more shatter.
Ladies, it’s 2017, it’s time to get to the crux of the matter.

It’s equality, it’s equity, it’s what we have earned.
It’s human, it’s civil, it’s rights we deserve.
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Katherine Melvin, The Girls
First grade. Flat chested, bean-pole skinny, dressed in pedal pushers, Mom-sewn, running free.
Sixth grade. Breasts erupt. Too young. Blood flows. Too young. Leave me alone. Don’t want to play.
High school. Twin peaks, horizontal mountains. Don’t run. Mounds bounce. Hard-tipped, pointy bras. Hate them. Large, loose tops. Camouflage. Brick body. That’s me. 
Halls. Stares. Eyes drop. To chest. Hug lockers. Books in front. Always.
Class. Assigned seat. Pass boy. Popular boy. Awful boy. Pinch, pinch, every day grab, smoosh, pinch. Help! Teacher says deal. Head down, chest concave, almost, almost, flash of flesh. Pinch. Deflate.
College. Pot. Freedom. Bras burning. Not mine. Braless hurts. Halter tops. Zippered bikini bra unzipped. 
Marriage. Soft and smooshy. Husband treasures. 
Babies. Suckle. Eat. Enjoy. Life. Intimate. Milk squirts. Leaks. Snuggle babies wean too soon. 
Aerobics. Teach. Skinny. Small. For once. Fitted clothes. 
Work. More stares. Still, eyes drop. Nipples pop. Cover. Hide. Deflect. Suit jackets, nipple pads, loose tops, reports, arms crossed. Stop staring. Please.
Forties. Slow sag, soft bras. Friend names breasts. “Girls.” Smile. 
Sixties. Padded now. All over. Girls droop. Brick torso, skinny legs. Puffy face. Chin sag. Neck grin. Lines. Hair grows. Wrong places. Always plucking. Girls chill in bra sling.
Three. Granddaughter. Budding photographer. Picture. Me. Revelation. Through her eyes, beautiful. 
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Fatima Hamdan, She
[image: ]

Defined as inferior
Suppressed by tradition
Confined from success
She toils to earn respect
And struggles to achieve

Centuries pass,
She discovers her worth
She breaks tradition
She defies expectation
She achieves
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Laura Wagner, The "F" Word
When I brought up the subject of feminism at the dinner table my parents groaned,
“You don’t want to be a feminist,” my dad told me.
“Feminists are just women who don’t work hard enough to succeed and are angry at the world because of it.”
I tried to tell him that true feminism was not what he was making it out to be.
I tried to tell him that I wanted to be a feminist because I was tired of the unrealistic body expectations for women.
Because my friends and I were too scared to walk around at night without an adult,
Because catcalling is not a compliment and I had learned that firsthand in the seventh grade,
Because women still make just seventy-nine cents for every dollar that a man makes,
and I may not be very good at math but even I know that that’s not equal.

When my ten-year old brother announced to the family during a car ride that he was a feminist like his big sister my parents got mad at him.
Because he was told that boys aren’t allowed to be feminists,
Because he was told that being a feminist would get him beat up in high school
Because when I tried to support him I was told to be quiet because, “He’s already soft and feminine enough don’t make it worse.”
Because they were skeptical when I tried to tell them that feminism was about gender equality not female superiority,
Because it’s still not socially acceptable for men to express true emotion,
Because fathers deserve paid parental leave too,
Because gender inequality goes both ways,
Because when boys do anything that doesn’t make them look strong and tough they are told to man up,
Because these character traits don’t have a gender but society has assigned them one anyway.

When many of my friend’s parents were shopping for their gifts last year they bought them pepper spray and mace,
Because the number one thing on many girl’s lists for Santa is safety, because everyone knows it's the old white men with the power,
Because the same dads who tell their daughters that rape culture doesn’t exist, know better than to send them off alone unarmed,
Because one in four women will be the victim of sexual assault by the time they graduate from college,
Because of human trafficking, and female genital mutilation, and the states where it is legal for a man to rape his wife,
Because we are tired of being victims in a society that refuses to acknowledge the problem,
Because self-defense shouldn’t have to be wrapped up like a gift with a bow, even when it comes in the form of a pink and sparkly keychain- especially when it comes that way.

When I wore my favorite sweater, the one with “The Future Is Female” written in big letters across the front, to tennis practice my coach told me that I was wrong,
Because when he learned that I was a feminist he said I must hate men,
Because he told me I was going to grow up husbandless and alone,
Because he asked if I wanted to ship all men off to another planet so girls can run the earth,
Because he laughed at the idea of women being in charge,
Because when I responded that I would be happy to settle for equality he was confused,
Because when I said that, he had the audacity to ask me, “Who says we don’t already have it?”.
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Meghana Kotraiah, What does it mean to be a woman in 2017?

it means watching youtube videos about empowerment
it means going to the women's march and thinking it was the best day of your life
it means trying to change (his)tory into (her)story 
it means following a million and one feminist instagram pages
it means seeing a woman who cares about female issues run for president
it means people defining you as the ‘feminist’
it means hearing the president saying extremely degrading things about women
it means growing up a little quicker than you should
it means educating others on uncomfortable issues 
it means believing in a woman’s right to determine what happens with her body 
it means seeing celebrities work for campaigns that stand for equal pay 
it means watching women all over the world shattering their glass ceilings 
it means standing strong with your fellow sisters

however 

it also means seeing youtube videos bashing feminists
it also means seeing people protesting every single thing that the women’s march stood for
it also means knowing that the past was controlled by men 
it also means finding nothing but sexist comments on those instagram accounts
it also means seeing that same woman lose the presidency to a misogynist
it also means people telling you you’re too uptight and bossy
it also means people still supporting that sexist president
it also means wanting to go back to being innocent sometimes
it also means frustration because people don’t listen
it also means male politicians preaching that you do not have the right to your own body
it also means knowing that the wage gap still exists
it also means realizing that glass ceilings should never have existed 
it also means people trying to knock you down

but then

it means commenting on those hateful videos and teaching people about your experiences
it means working your butt off to protest even more
it means that the future is female
it means replying to those hateful comments as best you can
it means dreaming that someday you will be president
it means embracing uptight and bossy, because uptight and bossy gets stuff done
it means that now a whole nation of women stands united against the president
it means knowing that ignorance is bliss, but someone has to do the dirty work
it means finding new ways to try and get people to understand
it means writing letters to politicians and standing up for what you believe in
it means doing everything in your power to make sure that you get the pay you deserve
it means shattering your own glass ceiling
it means staying strong regardless

most of all 

being a woman in 2017 means unity, action, and never giving up. 
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Vera Chaudhry, Like a Ripple in the Water…

Glass ceilings are imaginary knives
That cut into the potential of girls’ lives 
They are only visible when we want to see the misapprehension 
They are broken by those who don’t stop to pay attention

In our world today, change has begun
Something I hope will never be undone
Like a ripple in water, change isn’t at first always congratulatory 
Until the entire lake is covered, filled in its glory

I want my future to be the shimmering lake brimming with water
With no thought of difference between genders, son or daughter
I see myself as strong, able, and overflowing with possibility
I know I have a bright future, one with infallibility 

I choose my path
I don’t have a disadvantage at reading or math
I am fueled by inspiration and success
For assumptions and judgments, I couldn’t care less

I come home everyday and open up my eyes
To find the equality and support that makes up my sunrise
At school I don’t look for the rain that will always pour on my head
I search for the break in the clouds, instead

Possibility can become definite, as society has proved
Hidden figures, Malala Yousafzai and Hillary Clinton are few of the ways our thoughts have been moved
I invite you to join me on my wondrous journey
To find the equality that I know is worthy
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Freya Resler, Strong, Caring, Brave
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