
How long is a mediation session? 

Mediation is a single three hour  
session.  

 

When are mediations held? 

Sessions are scheduled for Tuesday and 
Wednesday of each week at either 9:00 
a.m. or 1:00 p.m.  Mediation sessions 
are held in the courthouse. 

 

Is There a Cost for Mediation? 

No.  Mediation is offered free of charge 
to the litigant. 

 

Do I have to have an attorney? 

No.  If both parties to a case are 
unrepresented their case may be referred 
to mediation intake.  If both parties have 
attorneys their case may also be referred 
to mediation intake.  However, if one 
party has an attorney and the other 
party does not, that case may not be 
referred  to mediation. 
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I f  your case  is  determined 

el igible  for  mediat ion ,  your  

previously set  mediat ion  date  

wil l  s tay on.   If  i t  is  determined 

to  be inel igible ,  you wil l  be 

not i f ied  by let ter  that  the  

mediat ion  date  has been 

removed.  

 

 

What happens  af ter mediat ion?   

 

The par t ies  and the mediator wil l  

go  to  a  Master ’s  hearing room 

and report  the resul ts  of  thei r  

mediat ion  to  the  Court .  

  

 

MEDIATION IS 

CONFIDENTIAL 

 

The mediator and any persons 

present  in  the  mediat ion  must  

maintain  confidential i ty of al l  

mediat ion .   They may not  

disclose  or  be  compelled  to  

disclose  such communicat ions  in  

any judicial ,  administ ra t ive  or  

other  proceedings .  

 

The Court  takes confidentia l i ty 

very seriously.   At  the beginning 

of the  mediat ion  session al l  the   

Part icipants ,  including the  

Mediator,  wil l  s ign  a  

confidentia l i ty s ta tement ,  

which is  kept  by Family 

Divis ion Services .  

 

 

ARE THERE ANY 

EXCEPTIONS TO 

CONFIDENTIALITY? 

 

 

Yes .  The fo l lowing  

disclosures  are  permitted:  

 

  Writ ten agreements  reached 

during the  mediat ion  may be  

presented  to  the  court .  

 

 

  Disclosures  required  by law 

( i .e . ,  al legat ions  of chi ld  

abuse or neglect )   wil l  be  

reported  to  the  proper  

authori t ies .  

 

  Threats  of  harm to  onesel f  

or  o thers  wil l  be  reported  to  

the appropriate  authori t ies  

to  the extent  needed to 

prevent  serious  harm or  

death  to  a  potent ia l  v ict im.  

 
 

 

 

 

What i s  mediat ion?  

 

Mediat ion  is  a  process  in  

which you work with  a  

mediator  who,  without   

providing legal  advice ,   

assis ts  you in  reaching your  

own agreement  for  

resolut ion of  al l  or  par t  of  a  

custody or  access dispute .  

 

How does  my case  get  to  

mediat ion? 

 

At  the scheduling hear ing a  

Master  may make a  referral  for  

your  case  to  be  screened for  

mediat ion .  

 

 

What must  I  do i f  my case  i s  

referred to  mediat ion? 

 

Immediately after  the   

Scheduling Hearing proceed to  

Family Division Services  

(Room 1500) ,  show the front  

desk  personnel  your referral  

paper and you wil l  be asked to 

f i l l  out  an  intake form.  After  

you fi l l  i t  out  your case  wil l  be  

cal led  for  a  br ief  intake  

interview.  Each party wil l  be   

interviewed separately.  


