Pedestrian Safety Advisory Committee 
July 17, 2007 Meeting Summary
DRAFT
Attendees: Bill Frick, Debbie Brown, Delegate Bill Bronrott, Larry Cole, Planning Dept.; Mike Flood, Erwin Mack, Lt. Ron Smith, Fred Lees, Deborah Snead, Jerry Donaldson, Ben Stutz for Councilmember Ervin. Staff: Matt Greene, Pedestrian Safety Coordinator; Lisa Rother, Planning Manager, Office of Planning Implementation; Blanca Kling, Montgomery County Police; Brenda Botchway, Injury Prevention Coordinator, Montgomery County DHHS; Andrea Turner, DPWT; Richard Hoye, Councilmember Trachtenberg’s office. Guests: Stephanie Yanovitz, SHA; John Wetmore, TV show - Perils for Pedestrians; Emily Sidla, Coalition for Smarter Growth; Alex Djordjevich; Goldie Rivkin 
Agenda items:

1. Welcome, approve May meeting summary

2. Status of 2007 Pedestrian Safety Agenda

3. Recent events: Silver Spring tour & Upcounty Dialogue

4.  Education & enforcement campaigns – walk to school day, Street Smart, back to school, Safe Neighborhood Day, Blair Walks, victims’ vigil, public-private partnerships. 

5. PSAC administrative issues: 2012 extension, membership, attendance and voting, reimbursement, etc. 

6. Misc. items (Safe Routes hiring, bumper sticker, CAO memo, Road Code, Impact Statements)

7. New Business/Citizen Concerns

Item 1: Welcome. Bill Frick opened the meeting at 6:35. The May meeting summary was approved. 
Item 2: Status of 2007 Pedestrian Safety Agenda. Bill Frick asked about a meeting that took place with Matthew Greene, Lisa Rother, CAO Tim Firestine, and others. Matt explained that it was a very positive meeting and that Tim asked Matt to coordinate a multi-agency budget proposal consisting of items contributing to pedestrian safety and mobility. A centerpiece of the discussion with Mr. Firestine was the PSAC 2007 Pedestrian Safety Agenda. The Committee then discussed item 3 of the Agenda, which suggests assigning a high level DPWT employee to pedestrian safety issues. All seemed to concur that this would be good. Gerry suggested the role of ombudsman and about the need to communicate in a more coordinated fashion with the public. It was noted that DPWT does have a spokesperson, Tom Pogue, who helps carry the pedestrian safety message currently, and that there is a tracking system in place at DPWT for specific community concerns regarding safety issues. It was noted that some progress on the Blue Ribbon Panel / 2007 Agenda recommendation has been made, but that more needs to be done. It was agreed that the 2007 Agenda should be narrowed down, to perhaps five to ten items, to include only the most important items so that efforts to communicate and advocate for these would be simpler and more direct. The idea of pursuing a pedestrian plan, essentially item 13 of the Agenda, was agreed to be one item that should be carried forward on any new revised version of the Agenda. The agency best positioned to carry out a pedestrian plan would be DWPT as they would be the primary implementing agency. 

Item 3: recent events: Silver Spring tour & Upcounty Dialogue.  Bill Frick described the Upcounty Dialogue, how it was a success in terms of discussion, but that attendance was lower than expected. 

Item 4: Education & enforcement campaigns. Delegate Bronrott feels that education and enforcement efforts are still too little and occur mostly on an ad hoc basis. He would like to see more efforts overall and that these efforts are part of a planned and coordinated approach to behavior change. He noted that he and Bill Frick had talked about pedestrian safety issues with the PTA delegates at an April meeting. 

Brenda explained the planning efforts underway to make this year’s International Walk to School Day event on Oct 3 at Ashburton ES a success. 

Delegate Bronrott expressed concerns about the quality of the on-going regional Street Smart campaign. He would like to see the campaign increase to perhaps four times a year from the current once a year schedule. Matt noted that this fall will see an additional campaign period due to a surprise influx of $150,000 from Metro and that the plan going forward was to have two campaigns each year. Delegate Bronrott explained how Safe Neighborhood Day had been a success in recent years and that he would like to see it happen again. Safe Neighborhood Day involved neighborhoods posting lawn signs and going out on the streets to promote safety messages, such “Drive with Care, Walk with Caution.” Matt mentioned that an idea was being developed to hold a vigil for pedestrian victims of motor vehicle crashes. 

Larry described the effort by Toole Design and planning staff from Montgomery and Prince George's Counties, with a grant from COG, to make a quick study of pedestrian conditions in the Crossroads area. He thinks the executive branch should consider undertaking these kinds of studies in the Metro Station Policy Areas as a means of implementing the new Road Code update while the standards are being updated over the next year. 

Item 5: PSAC administrative issues. It was noted that the PSAC was extended to 2012, that general public and ex-officio members were bound by attendance rules, that recruitment is under way for new members, and that members can submit requests for reimbursements for attending meetings. 

Item 6: Misc. items. It was noted that the deadline had passed for applying for the new Safe Routes to School Coordinator position and that interviews would be scheduled soon. The Pedestrian Safety Office has created a bumper sticker with the slogan “Give Kids a Brake!” and is distributing to interested parties, such as PTAs. The CAO sent a letter to all county employees that included safe driving tips and asking that everyone drive carefully and remember to stop for pedestrians. The final version of the Road Code was passed in June and now a one-year process is about to begin to develop new road design standards and processes. A bill was passed mandating projects create a pedestrian impact statement. From press release 07-071: Measure Will Force County’s Capital Project Plans in Early Stages to Address Protection for Walkers and Riders.  
Item 7: New Business/Citizen Concerns. The Committee discussed a pending development by Westfield Montgomery Mall that would affect West Lake Drive. Richard Hoye and Larry Cole both gave impromptu, but detailed presentations on some of the issues affecting pedestrians. There was not a consensus on the best design or how the PSAC might get involved. Nonetheless, it was an informative discussion on design issues that apply in many situations. The development application is still active and members were encouraged to seek out more information on their own. 
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