Pedestrian Safety Advisory Committee 
September 18, 2007 Meeting Summary
Attendees: Erwin Mack, Linda Katz, Councilmember Valerie Ervin; Fred Lees, DPWT; James D'Andrea, MCPS; Staff: Matt Greene, Pedestrian Safety Coordinator; Blanca Kling, Montgomery County Police; Richard Hoye, Councilmember Trachtenberg’s office; Ben Stutz, Councilmember Ervin’s office. Guests: Tom Robertson, George Sauer, Carol Kachadoorian
Agenda:
1. Welcome

2. Recent changes at the executive level

3. PSAC appointments

4. Engineering update 

5. Misc. items (Safe Routes hiring, Street Smart, walk to school day)

6. New Business/Citizen Concerns

In the absence of Chair Bill Frick, Matt opened the meeting. He explained that the Committee was down by four of its nine public members and noted that the night’s meeting was expected to draw a smaller than usual number of current members; but that some outside folks had expressed an interest in attending, including some of the 13 candidates for the open public member positions. The agenda was developed with this in mind and left ample room for general discussion of pedestrian safety topics and the role of the Committee. Matt noted that his supervisor, Lisa Rother, was resigning to take another position and that the Pedestrian Safety Coordinator position was being moved to the Department of Public Works and Transportation. 

Councilperson Valerie Ervin explained some recent efforts she has participated in, including the summer tour of Silver Spring, and then distributed a draft memo explaining her proposal for the creation of a pedestrian master plan. She mentioned how the Planning Department, DPWT, and others would be included in discussions of how to move the idea forward. Ms. Ervin noted some of the existing problems with pedestrian safety and mobility, such as the difficulty in getting children to school without giving them a ride or putting them on the bus. Erwin Mack asked questions about sidewalks and other design issues and promised to share this master plan idea with Prince George’s County leaders, including Councilmember Will Compos.  
Linda and Ms. Ervin expressed their concern at not getting more frequent or thorough updates on the list of locations to be examined from the Silver Spring tour. Matt explained how issues and locations had been compiled from multiple sources into one document and Fred Lees noted that progress has been made on many items. Matt promised to check in with Fred and Gary Stith after the meeting to make sure all stakeholders would be updated in a suitable fashion going forward. 
It was noted that Takoma Park Mayor Kathy Porter was not going to be seeking reelection and would also not therefore be serving as the Maryland Municipal League representative on the PSAC any longer. Erwin thanked Mayor Porter for her contributions, noting that the first PSAC-sponsored “Dialogue” took place in Takoma Park with Mayor Porter’s help. Mayor Porter expressed her support for conducting future Dialogues.  

Fred and Ben both made some comments regarding the progress of the Road Code effort - that the committee process for developing new standards hadn’t started yet and that the T&E Committee would be getting an update on this process at their Thursday meeting. 
Fred explained the Connecticut Avenue Road Diet as an example of an innovative approach the department was taking to calm traffic and increase safety. (There is a description of the project on the department’s website.) It was noted that the street scaping for this project had essentially been ignored; that only the essential functional elements, such as the concrete bulbouts and signage, had been constructed. Richard Hoye thought it was important that the streetscape be improved to increase public acceptance and that this is especially important for pilot projects such as this. 
Blanca discussed the August 24 “Safe Speed” press event on Randolph near Wheaton HS. She said the event was included in the Hispanic press. She also described working with the family of a 17-year old pedestrian killed earlier this year and how hundreds of friends and others in the community expressed their grief over his loss. 

Erwin described his recent experiences traveling in the UK and London and how different the pedestrian and driver culture is, that drivers yield to pedestrians far more there than here. 

Richard Hoye noted that he was just involved with producing bike education curriculum with the Chicago Bikeland Federation. He found excellent video resources while working on the project and would like to conduct a training class for the PSAC. 
