African Affairs Advisory Group Meeting

May 14, 2009 
Office of Community Partnerships - Conference Room – 1st Floor – 255 Rockville Pike, Rockville, MD 
AGENDA:
 (I) Roll Call

(II) Review/Approve Minutes of the May 14th 2009 meeting.

(III) Guest Speaker

(IV) Reports & Takeaways from the meetings held in February and March about the top issues/concerns with the County Department Heads & others. The issues are Improved Data, Preservation of Ethnic Serving Non-profits and Support of Ethnic Owned Small Businesses, Recertifying & Retraining Underemployed, Improving the County Government’s Cultural Competence, Diversification of Board, Committees and Commissions, Positive Youth Development.   
(V) Review/Add/Modify/Finalize Strategic Plan  

(VI) Planning for African Heritage Month 
(VII) Neighbor to Neighbor Campaign (MCDC/Bethel Church)

(VIII) Follow-up: Family Justice Center, Training/Licensing of Nurses

(IX) Other business: Announcements
---------------------------------------------
Members Present: Amie Jallah, Mumin Barre, Soffie Ceesay, Patrick Tangelo, Kennedy Odzafi, Eucharia Mbachu, Bocar Moussa BA 
Excused Members: Remi Duyile, Berni Berni A. Fomengia 
Guests: Osei Karikari, Miriam Campbell, Daniel Karoma and Diane Butts. 

Guest Speaker:  Nesreen Khashan, US Census Bureau, Census 2010

------------------------------------------------------------------- 
The meeting started at 7:02 PM. It was opened by Mumin Barre and Chaired by Soffie Ceesay.  
Roll Call:
Roll Call was taken by Mumin Barre.  The minutes of the March 12th meeting were read by Mumin Barre who asked for questions and corrections, if necessary.  It was noted that there was no meeting in April. 

All the AAAG members present were asked to review the minutes.  There were no corrections:  A motion to approve the minutes was made by Rev. Kennedy and seconded by Mumin Barre.  The minutes were approved. 
Census 2010:

The Guest Speaker, Nesreen Khashan of the U.S. Census Bureau on Census 2010, made a presentation about the Census 2010, its importance to our community, the ramifications if we are not counted, and the need for effective outreach efforts to ensure there is a complete count of the community. The Census form contains 10 questions and will be mailed in March 2010. 

One of the consequences of not being fully counted as a community is there will not funding for critical services and the needs/concerns of the community will not be addressed.   

It was strongly recommended that the members establish a complete count committee. It was noted that this can be done through the Office of Community Partnership and Mumin was asked to check with the Director, Bruce Adams. 

Also, it was suggested that we take 10 minutes out of every meeting to discuss the progress made on the campaign to ensure complete count of the community.  
Rev. Kennedy reiterated that we need to know who’s in the community and the need for us to be counted.   
Soffie stated that the Caribbean community is doing their own census count.  
Mumin suggested that we work within the parameters of the Census program and not start to do the counting on our own.    
The need to utilize the ethnic media, collaborate with community organizations, religious institutions, and businesses was highlighted. The message should be that the form does not reference one’s immigration status and the completion of the form will not impact one’s immigration status in this country.  
It was noted that the “long form” by the American Community Survey captures critical information/data that are important to the ethnic communities. 
African Heritage Month (AHM):

There were discussions on African Heritage Month – the need to form a committee to work specifically on this project in conjunction with the overall AAAG.   There is also the need to choose a date for the Proclamation Ceremonies and start to determine the programs for the month, working with the AHM Program Chairman Patrick Tangelo. 
Neighbors Campaign:

Amie gave an update on the Neighbors Campaign and the Neighbors Help Session that was held at MCDC/Bethel Church on Wednesday, May 6th and Tuesday, May 13th respectively.  The programs were successful and were able to reach about 300 plus persons.  Information was disseminated on where to go in the County to receive various services.   Rev. Tim Warner gave a message at the Wednesday evening session on “service”.   Many persons have expressed interest in joining the Campaign.
Other Business: None
The meeting was adjourned at 8:50 PM
