APA Advisory Group Meeting Minutes

March 12, 2009, 6:30 – 8:15 pm
255 Rockville Pike, Suite 120 
Present:
Jayne Park, Wonro Lee, Pattie Li, Sovan Tun, Rick Chen (AALEAD), Rachel Chen, Sharon Yu, Asoka Ranaweera, Marita Etcubanez, Jian Zhou, and Walt Dawson (guest).  
Absent:
Kamala, John, Tufail, Man, Steve, George, Helen, Diane, Chung, Tony, Jamshed, Deepa, Raj, Stella, Rosetta, Won Hyung, Martin, and Jasmine
Co-chair Jayne Park facilitated the meeting.  

1. Community updates (around the table):
a. APA Business Conference co-hosted by the APA Chamber of Commerce and the Governor’s Commission on APA Affairs are co-sponsoring.  Contact Wonro Lee for details.

b. CCACC has opened an Adult Daycare Center on Muncaster Mill Rd. in Rockville.  Contact Patti Li for more info.  

c. The Cambodian community is gearing up for their New Year celebration.  The New Year’s Day is April 14 but the celebrations will be held on the weekends of April 17-18.  Sovan Tun will invite the group to events.  

2. Sub-committees and working groups updates:

Lily suggested and the group agreed to “un-bundle” the Small Business group and the Diversity of B/C/C and Workforce group.  The two got temporarily bundled during the retreat discussion for efficiency purpose.  But they really don’t mix very well and are two very different sets of issues.   So now there are a total of three groups.  

· Supporting ethnic-owned small businesses—Sharon Yu reported and she attended the meeting with County officials on March 3 along with Raj and Tufail.  Raj had prepared to discuss certain issues but no one really had a chance because the meeting was packed with County officials’ presentations on contracting and business resources from DED, HHS, and WSSC.  

· Supporting ethnic-serving nonprofits—Jayne represented the group at two recent meetings including the combined budget meeting with the County Executive and presented her case of the importance of continuing to fund and support emerging ethnic-serving small nonprofits that often cannot compete with established large nonprofits.  But these community small nonprofits play a critical role in delivering services in a linguistically appropriate and culturally sensitive way.  

· B/C/Cs and workforce diversity—Wonro gave an update on the recent meeting that he and John Young attended with the County Executive’s Special Assistant Connie Lathem on the subject.  It was clear from the meeting that the community can and should do our part to inform and recruit those who are able and willing to serve.  Walt Dawson, whom Lily invited to the meeting, suggested that the County officials have direct dialogues with community people on the subject, so Lily asked him and others to help organize these informational forums.  
2. APA Heritage Month programs:
The group decided to develop the following programs for the month of May to commemorate the APA Heritage Month.  

· Kick-off program for the heritage month. The group has decided the following line-up of programs for the kick-off:

i. Speakers: Invite the three Maryland Asian American legislators—Kumar Barve, Susan Lee and Saqib Ali from Montgomery County to be the featured speakers for the kick-off.  

ii. Community reception: Rachel Chen, Asoka Ranaweera, Sharon Yu, and Walt Dawson volunteered to design and organize the community reception with appropriate cultural representation and to raise fund for the event.  Lily proposed that each organization or individual sponsors each contribute $100 as they did last year.  Rachel, Asoka, Wonro and Walt all committed on the spot to be co-sponsors.  

· Speakers Bureau and “APA 101” presentation.  Asoka, Marita along with Deepa and Diane are putting together an “APA 101” powerpoint to be presented in May to raise public awareness on our community.  This will be part of the launch of the Speakers Bureau made of community leaders and advisory group members who can volunteer to talk about certain subjects.  
· AALDEF Presentation on Asian American voting patterns in Maryland.  Marita and Jayne suggested inviting the Asian American Legal Defense and Education Fund to talk about their findings of how Asian Americans in Maryland and other jurisdictions actually voted in the past general elections.  
3. “Neighbors Helping Neighbors” Campaign
Jayne gave an update on the County’s initiative to rally the community partners to pay more attention and contribute their resources to help the most vulnerable in the County, including some families that recently fell off the cliff in the economic downturn.  Please contact either Jayne or Bruce Adams if you’re interested in getting involved.  (Jayne—could you send your letter to this whole group as some have not see the letter?) 
4. Announcements:

· New Americans Initiative.  County Executive Ike Leggett was appointed by Governor O’Malley to head the Maryland Council for New Americans.  It has four working groups and members were urged to sign up for any of them.  Meetings are held monthly for each group around Maryland.  
i. Citizenship

ii. Access to Government Services 

iii. Workforce 

iv. Financial Education

· AAHI Conference.  The Asian American Health Initiative has invited our members to attend their annual conference on May 20 (all day from 8:30 – 4:30) at the Gaithersburg Hilton.  They are asking for a support letter from this group and members agreed to provide a letter (Lily will coordinate with the co-chairs).  
· APALRC (Legal Resource Center) is seeking bilingual translators and interpreters in Asian languages to be part of their bilingual network to be tapped from time to time to serve their multilingual clients.  There will be a small compensation for the interpreters/translators.  
 

5. Community concerns:

· Some Korean American small businesses are concerned that if a local supermarket gets the liquor license it is applying for, it may hurt Korean owned small liquor stores nearby.  Chung Pak is leading an effort to stop a bill in the General Assembly that would grant the supermarket license. 
· A group of mostly Chinese and Indian parents are concerned about MCPS’ decision to eliminate the Gifted and Talented label because they think it might lead to less challenging curricula for the truly gifted and talented students and that since the majority of Asian students have been considered gifted and talented, this elimination will hurt the Asian student population.  MCPS’ argues that it is taking away the label without changing the curricula and it is providing instead accelerated courses appropriate for the students’ tested levels.  Lily has been brokering the communication between the Asian parent group, AAPAC, and MCPS.    
6. Next meeting is on May 14, at 6:30 pm in the same location--255 Rockville Pike, Ste 120 (Ozone Conference Room, belong to the Dept of Environmental Protection), across from the Office of Community Partnerships’ suite.  Lily asked everyone to please mark their calendars to this bi-monthly meeting.  
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