Caribbean American Affairs Advisory Group Meeting                                             Tuesday, March 10, 2009 at 7pm

In Attendance:  Leo Edwards, Rayness R. Mayne, Shanta Ramson, Bishop Bristol , Clarence Wallerson, Francis L. Buckmire, Alexandra Jellerette
Opening Remarks

· Leo Edwards opened the meeting with an explanation that he’s been out of the country since December and he greatly appreciated the work done by the committee.  He has read all of the presentations to County Executive and congratulates all the chairs and committee members for their hard work. 

· He stated that Jacqueline Hall is doing an excellent job keeping everyone up to date on the Group’s work and he appreciates Luigi Leblanc’s assistance also. 

· Leo Edwards also thanked Rayness Mayne for her hard work as Co-chair as she is supposedly retired and resting! He also appreciates Professor McDougall’s assistance and work in his  absence. 

· It was stated that all committee members should respond if they cannot make the meeting. 

· Everyone welcomed a visitor, Bishop Myrtle Bristol (Trinidad) and asked her to join us for additional meetings. 
General Discussion: 

· The group reviewed the meeting minutes. 

· Rayness Mayne reported on the successful visit to the Sandy Spring museum in honor of Black History Month. There were 19 persons, including 5 children,  in attendance, 

Proclamation Ceremony/ Caribbean Heritage Month Update –June 2009
· The committee does not yet have the date for the proclamation for this year. Professor McDougall will check with the County Executive for it. 

· Last year Rayness Mayne tried to advertise the event through the embassies, but was not sure if this was very helpful.  She suggests instead that everyone makes a list of say 10 persons with whom to share, and send the information out through their networks. 

· Rayness also reported that in addition to the proclamation there should be two other activities -- a seminar or other activity encouraging persons to consider Cooperative Credit unions as an alternative financial institution and an activity educating people in the county about Caribbean heritage.
· She also reported that in planning these activities we have to keep in mind that other activities celebrating Caribbean heritage are also taking place that month. For instance the annual DC Carnival is the last week in June so perhaps we should schedule the events in the first part of June.
· It was suggested that the new Dean of the Caribbean Embassy Corps might be interested in working with the local Caribbean community on an event such as this. Also, this year, once the program is in place an invitation regarding the event should be sent out with a cover letter 
· included. This information should be sent to Embassies seeking representatives rather than the Ambassadors. 
· Regarding  the reception after the proclamation : It was agreed that –

· (a)  we should choose catering of the  food from an island (other than Jamaica)
· (c)  For  music, we need to determine what we are going to use.

· (d) For  funding,  Zane Networks and Ramson & Associates volunteered to give some funds for this year’s event. However, the group should look for more  people to contribute funds 

· Regarding the event educating the community, Leo Edwards suggested that, so that all members of the group are involved in the program., the chair of each sub-committee submits an item/session to be included in the program.  All absent chairs should be notified to talk to their committees about possible sessions on their topic. The sub-committee items will form the basis for the program. 
· Regarding the topic of  Cooperative Credit Unions , Rayness Mayne stated that she was also the Chair for the  Economic  & Political Development  Sub-Committee of the Committee on Ethnic Affairs. (CEA).  A member of the Montgomery Teachers Coop. Credit Union (MTCCU) addressed that committee and the committee will work along with us to promote the activity.  She will continue to work with both groups to have a meaningful event.
· It was generally agreed that since time is now of the essence, at the next meeting we should finalize the theme and program for the events. 

New Business: 
· Leo Edwards received an email from the Census Bureau looking for help from the CAAG to outreach to people of various Caribbean communities. We agreed on a statement: “This group will cooperate with the Census to increase the efficiency and effectiveness of the Census in taking census of all groups, especially Caribbean groups.”

Next Meetings

Our next two meetings are scheduled for April 7th at 7pm & May 5th at 7pm 

Prepared by:   Alexandria Jellerette
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